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P REFACE 


T is time the attention of the legiflature of this kingdom 
fhould be awakened to the concerns of Britifh fubje&s in the 
Eaft Indies, which, notwithftanding all that has been faid or 


written concerning India affairs, feem to have lain neglected, as if 
thofe diftant individuals were not members of the fame body-po- 
litic, or did not deferve the care of the mother-country, while this 
government as yet receives every advantage it choofes from them 
as fubjects. 

All the inquiries which have hitherto been made, either by Go- 
vernment or the Eaft India Proprietors, have ftopped fhort at fome 
temporary expedient. No permanent fyftem has been yet adopted 
for the fecurity of thofe dominions ; and the knowlege which the 
members of the legiflature have had the opportunities of obtaining, 
upon thofe inquiries, has been in general very infufficient for form- 
ing a right judgment of the internal danger to which thofe poffef- 


fions are expofed, or of the remedies neceflary for removing the 
evils felt, or to prevent fuch as may be dreaded; but if due care 
be not {peedily taken, the nation will not only be foon deprived of 


the refources at prefent furnifhed, but the poffeffion of the very 
Afiatic territories themfelves muft be endangered. 


Unequal as the writer deems himfelf to this tafk in other re- 
{peéts, yet as far as his own local experience could furnifh faéts, or 
his induftry materials which might contribute towards a right know- 


lege, 
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lege, he has been induced to undertake this inadequate perform- 
ance, which he now lays with all deference and humility before 
the refpectable tribunal of the public. The importance of the ob- 
jects will plead his excufe for the attempt ; and if the facts herein 
related with all the fimplicity of truth fhould, before it be too 
late, awaken the attention of Government to thofe weighty con- 
cerns, or be happy inftruments for relieving at prefent, or protect- 
ing in future one Britifh fubjeé& in thofe diftant dominions from 
mifery and oppreffion, the writer will think himfelf amply re- 


warded for his trouble. 


In fpeaking of Britifh fubjeéts, we would be underftood to 
mean his Majefty’s newly-acquired Afiatic fubjecéts, as well as the 


Britifh emigrants refiding and eftablifhed in India. Whatever 
odium fome among the latter may have incurred, they are not all 
Wabib-makers; they are not all revolutionifis. And notwithftanding 
the prevailing notions of the eafe with which immentfe fortunes are 
acquired in thofe parts, from the examples that have been lately 
exhibited, there are at this time in Bengal many poor and induf- 
trious Britons deprived even of the means of getting an honeft 
livelihood by their beft endeavours, who are deferving of a more 


maternal care from their native country. 
Let not his Majefty’s fubjeéts in Afia fay they have been foid to 


the leaders and chiefs of an incorporated trading body of their own 
fellow-fubjeéts, for the fum of four hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling per annum! Much more valuable and permanent advan- 
tages may be derived from thence with equity and eafe, as well as 
with dignity to Government; while the profperity of thofe Afiatic 
dominions might be fecured in the happinefs of the inhabitants, and. 
the commercial, and therefore only true interefts of the mifinformed 
proprietors of Eaft India ftock be rendered profperous and fecure. 
From a fociety of mere traders, confined by charter to the em- 
ployment of fix fhips and fix pinnaces yearly, the Company are 
become fovereigns of extenfive, rich and populous kingdoms, with 
a ftanding army of above fixty thoufand men at their command. 


In this new fituation of the fociety, fo widely different from its 


original 
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original inftitution, their true commercial interefts appcar almoft 
entirely mifunderftood or neglected ; and it may be fafely faid, 
there is fcarcely any public fpirit apparent among their leaders, 
either in England or India. The loaves and fifhes are the grand, 
almoft the {ole objet. The queftions, How many Jacks {hall I 
put in my pocket? or, How many fons, nephews, or dependents 
fhall I provide for, at the expence of the miferable inhabitants of 
the fubjeéted dominions? are thofe which of late have been the 
foremoft to be propounded by the Chiefs of the Company on both 
fides the ocean. Hence the dominions in Afia, like the diftant 
Roman provinces during the decline of that empire, have been 
abandoned, as lawful prey, to every {pecies of peculators; infomuch 
that many of the fervants of the Company, after exhibiting fuch 
{cenes of barbarity as can fcarcely be paralleled in the hiftory of 
any country, have returned to England loaded with wealth ; 
where, intrenching themfelves in borough or Eaft-India-ftock in- 
fluence, they have fet juftice at defiance, either in the caufe of 
their country or of oppreffed innocence. 

The affairs of the Eaft India Company are therefore now be- 
come an obje& of the utmoft importance to this nation, which it 
is to be feared may be involved in great difficulties whenever the 
Indian dominions are loft; or, what is the fame thing, whenever 
they are fo impoverifhed and ruined as to render the poffeflion of 
them unprofitable. Bencar and the dominions dependent thereon 
are entirely commercial countries, which can only flourifh while 
trade is profperous, the principles of which are invariably the fame 
in all climates. But when the affairs of Bengal and its dependencies 
get into a ruinous courfe, the affairs of the Company, which fo 
greatly depend on thofe provinces, muft of neceflity do the fame. 
And nothing can be more certain than that thofe countries will not 
profper while the Company continue there the Merchant-fovercign 
and the Sovereign-merchant, even were it poflible, without altering 
their prefent conftitution, to free their affairs from the numberlefs 
inconveniencies arifing from the diftance between the feat of go- 
vernment and the fubjeéted provinces; the mifinformation or ig- 
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norance among Proprietors and Direétors, the conftantly fluctuat- 
ing ftate of parties, the confequent abfurd and contradictory orders 
which are continually fent out to India, and likewife from the 
want of due power in the Company for controlling their fervants 
abroad: which power it is conceived can never be given to them, 
becaufe it would be erecting imperium in imperio. 

Monopolies of all kinds are in their natures unavoidably perni- 
cious; but an abfolute government of monopolifts, fuch as at pre- 


fent that of Bengal in fa& is, muft of all be the moft dreadful. 


The foil, revenues, juftice and interior government of thofe 
countries are entirely in the hands of the Englifh Eaft India Com- 


pany. The prince, whom they call the Granp Mocut, being 
the mere inftrument of their power, fet up by them, and fupported 


by a penfion for the ferving of their own private purpofes ; the pre- 
tended Nazdézss of Bengal and Bahar being the actual ftipendiary 


fervants of the faid Company, and the DewanNez, under which 
title they pretend to hold thofe territorial poffeflions, being a mere 
fiction, invented for the private purpofes of the Company and their 
fervants; and particularly intended, if poflible, to fcreen their 
feizing on the fovereignty of the country, by impofing on the Bri- 
tifh nation; though the difguife was too flimfey to deceive either 
the inhabitants of Hindoftan or other European nations who have 


fettlements in thofe countries. 
There is in Bengal no freedom in trade, though by that alone 
it can be made flourifhing and importantly beneficial to the Britifh 
ftate. All branches of the interior Indian commerce, are, without 
exception, entirely monopolies of the moft cruel and ruinous na- 
tures; and {o totally corrupted, from every fpecies of abule, as to 
be in the laft ftages towards annihilation, Civil fuftice is eradi- 
cated, ard millions are thereby left entirely at the mercy of a few 
men, who divide the fpoils of the public among themfelves ; 
while, under fuch defpotif{m, fupported by military violence, the 
whole interior country, where neither the laws of England reach, 
or the laws or cuftoms cf <hofe countries are permitted to have their 
courfe, is no better thau in a ftate of nature. In this fituation, 
while 
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while the poor induftrious natives are opprefled beyond conception, 
population is decreafing, the manufactories and revenues are de- 
caying, and Bengal, which ufed not many years ago to fend an- 
nually a tribute of feveral millions in hard fpecie to Dehly, is now 
reduced to fo extreme a want of circulation, that it is not impro- 
bable the Company (whofe fervants in Calcutta have already been 
neceffitated, in one feafon, to draw above a million fterling on the 
Directors, for the exigencies of their trade and government) will 
foon be in want of {pecie in Bengal to pay their troops, and in 
England feen pleading incapacity to pay the very annual four hun- 
dred thoufand pounds which is now received from them by go- 
vernment. 

The natives of Bengal, whofe miferies have of late been greatly 
increafed by a calamitous famine, have long looked up to heaven 
and to this nation for relief; which, if much longer with-held, 
while they bewail the inefficacy of a conftitution fo much boafted 
of to them, they may be rendered defperate in the purfuit of re- 
drefs, and made to join hand and heart with the farft power that 
happens to oppofe the Englifh in thofe dominions. Let fuch wha 
place their fecurity in the pretended degeneracy or effeminacy of 
the natives recolle&, that they are thofe very natives who fight our 
Indian battles; which they have fometimes done without a fingle 
mufket being fired by our European troops, to whom they have, 
on many occafions, r, Se themfelves no way inferior in perfonal 
courage. Perhaps it may appear to a confiderate man, upon re- 
fleGtion, that it is only the exaggerated fame of what has paft 
which preferves the poffeffion of things at prefent, and that the 
power of the Englifh in India may ceafe to be formidable as foon 
as that power becomes well underftood. ‘The fame caufes will 
ever produce like effects in all countries; the many muft in time 
et the better of the few, by the fame means whereby the few got 
the better of the many. Let thofe who defpiie the Afiatics farther 
refle&, that the moft defpicable reptiles will turn when trod upon; 
and that hiitory abounds with inftances of nations driven into mad- 
nefs by the cruelty of oppreffion. It n-uft certainly be beft to 
avoid giving occafion for fuch extremities. Be it then the more 
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laudable obje&t, as moft worthy of this nation, to fecure the hearts 
of the natives by eftablifhing a due adminiftration of juftice, and 








by encouraging manufaćtories and a free trade in the inland parts of 
the fubje&ed provinces, without which they can never profper. 
Happily for the European invaders of India, there is fuch an equi- 
poize between Mahomedans and Hindoos, as makes the govern- 
ment of the whole, by a few foreigners, more practicable in Ben- 
gal than it would be in any other part of the world; fo that if 
Juftice did but hold the fcale, that fuperiority might perhaps be 
tor ages maintained. 

The revenues of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and part of 
Oriffa, which the Company colleét, were in the year 1765 efti- 
mated to amount to upwards of three millions fix hundred thou- 
fand pounds fterling per annum, and by proper management they 
might with eafe have been improved by this time to fix millions, 
Befides, there are immenfe commercial advantages which might be 
made of thofe territories by this kingdom; but at prefent, under 
the ridiculous plan of a double government, they are every way 
exhaufted by plunder and oppreffion ; and while this nation is 


gazing after the fruit, the Company and their fubftitutes are fuf- 
fered to be rooting up the tree. 

The different interefts of the Company, as fovereigns of Bengal 
and at the fame time as monopolizers of all the trade and com- 
merce of thofe countries, operate in dire& oppofition, and are 
mutually deftructive of each other; fo that without a new fyftem, 
the progrefs muft be from bad to worfe. The Company, if left to 
purfue its prefent fyftem, will foon ruin itfelf; the poffeffions in 
Bengal will be beggared, and this kingdom deprived of the advan- 
tages of thofe poffeffions which might be the means of greatly re- 
heving the circumftances of the nation, and of raifing it to a ftate 
of profperity and power almoft beyond example. 

An unlimited power can fcarce exift without oppreffion ; and 
governments, when at a great diftance from the controlling power, 
are naturally fubje& to a corrupt adminiftration of juftice; where 
the oppreffions of the coverned will in general be ever found pro- 


portionate to the degree of power poffeffed by the Governors. Such 
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is the nature of human frailty: and none have ever exhibited 
greater proofs of this frailty than fome of our European Bafhaws 
in India. ‘The meafures neceffary to be taken for the prevention 
of fuch evils, and for eftablifhing the permanent profperity of the 
fubje&ed provinces, can never be expected from the Company ; 
and particularly while it continues with a conftitution fo defective, 
and fo inadequate to the prefent altered ftate of its affairs. 

It is the wifdom and power of the Legiflature alone that can 
prevent the total impoverifhment or lofs of the Bengal provinces, 
either of which misfortunes might now prove fatal in its confe- 
quences to this kingdom. This can only be effected by laws for fe- 
curing the impartial adminiftration of juftice throughout thofe do- 
minions ; for preventing the commiffion of thofe oppreffions and 
irregularities which have of late years prevailed, to the difgrace of 
a Britifh government ; for more eafily and effe@tually punifhing iz 
India the authors of fuch enormities when committed, and for im- 
proving and rendering permanent thofe refources which the nation 
has a right to expect from the conquered countries. Such laws 
would equally tend to promote the laudable and defirable obje&t 
of regaining and fecuring an intereft in the hearts of the fubjeéted 
natives, who with only to receive their protection and happinefs 
from a Britifh Sovereign: in which ftate of things this nation 
might long poffefs the Bengal provinces, even againft the combined 
efforts of Indian enemies and European rivals. 

If objects like thefe fhould not be thought unworthy of the fe- 
rious attention of the Britifh Government, then will the following 
fheets, for the information they contain, however undeferving in 
other refpects, merit the perufal of every member of the legifla- 
ture. And it fhould be hoped, that all pleas grounded on fuch 
charters as are not wholly conftitutional, will be treated with the 
contempt they deferve, when fet up as a defence for obftruating 
the inquiries, or preventing the moft effe€tual intervention of par- 
liament, for fecuring thofe grand objeéts of true national policy, 
which by fuch means can only be fecured. And it ought equally 
to be hoped, that the wifdom of parliament will eftablifh due fe- 
curity againft any unconftitutional influence of military power ; 
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becaufe it would, in its effeéts, prove equally ruinous to thofe 
countries, the Company and this kingdom, in the prefent fituation 
of Britith affairs. 





The Writer of thefe fheets, who was many years in the fervice 
of the Company in Bengal, and is an Alderman, or Judge of the 
Mayor’s Court of Calcutta, agreeably to the charter, writes not 
with any view of advantage to himfelf. He has felt the iron rod 
of opprefiion from the Company and their fervants, in many 1n- 
{tances equally grievous with any that are herein laid before the 
public ; but having appealed for juftice to the laws of this coun- 
try, (though it muft be fome years before he can obtain it) he for- 
bears at prefent to fay more of himfelf or his caufe than, that he 
was marked out for vengeance in Bengal, for his proteflional abi- 
lities, even {mall as they were, and his fuccefs in fuch mercantile 
undertakings as rather entitled him to the bleflings of the natives 
and the approbation of this country, as they were ufefully obftruc- 
tive to mifchievous monopolifts, and of fervice to the Company, 
though offenfive to their principal fervants. During the whole pe- 
riod of his fervitude, he never had violated a law of this kingdom, 
or been guilty of any bad practice ; but had always been faithful 
and zealous in the fervice of the Company, whofe Directors he 
defies to lay before their conftituents fo much as a fingle charge 
that can vindicate their proceedings againft him, or any accufa- 
tion, grounded on truth or reafon, to convict him of a breach of 
duty in any moral capacity or connexion, or that will ftand the 
teft of candid fcrutiny by any one man of real honour and under- 
ftanding. Neverthelefs, by the oppreflions under which, fingle 
and unfupported, he has filently fuffered, he has actually loft fixty 
out of ninety thoufand pounds fterling of a fortune acquired by 
many ycars induftry in lawful and laudable commerce. 

Thus much the Writer has prefumed he was in juftice autho- 
tized to fay of himfelf, in order to obviate calumny, which is 
often added to perfecution, for the fake of juftifying it. He is 
fenfible that this publication will even endanger his getting pof- 
feffion of a great part of the remainder of his fcattered fortune: 
neverthelefs, moderate, and contented with what will remain to 

him, 
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him, let what may be the confequence, he has, at this critical 
jun&ure, preferred to every temporizing view, the difcharge of his 
confcience, from a real and fincere regard to the welfare and rights 
of mankind in general, and to the interefts of this kingdom in par- 
ticular ; for tho’ he has not the honour of being a natural born fub- 
ject of Great Britain, yet being from his infancy bred in it, and having 
always lived among the natives of this happy country, he is in heart 
an Englifhman, and wifhes to be no other, fo long as the opprefied 
can obtain, from Engiifh laws, juftice adequate to their injuries. 
Many gentlemen of the proieflion of Wabéé-makizz, perhaps not 
a few who have in view the entering upon that profedfion, and 
even fome Directors, who may be ftiled the makers of Nabib- 
smakers, who together may poffefs a powerful mafs of wealth, will 
naturally be the underhand arraigners or oppofers of what is ad- 
vanced or recommended in the feveral parts of this work: but as 
facts are obftinate things, the Writer does not much apprehend they 
will venture openly to difpute the truth of fuch as he now offers 
to the confideration of the public. He has confined himfelf as 
much as poffible to fuch public acts of Indian government as were 
necefiary to be exhibited in proof of what he has in many places af- 
ferted, wherein it is not men but mea/ures, when bad, that he wifhes 
to expofe, in order only for reformation ; efteeming it his un- 
doubted right, in common with all others, to fcrutinize into the 
public tranfa@ions of all men in public ftations, but particularly 
as they may appear calculated for the good or hurt of the fociety 
of which he isa member. The India Direétors will {carce tax the 
Writer with ingratitude, after having treated him with the moft 
extreme cruelty, or blame him for expofing their fecrets, when 
national benefit is the objeé in view 3 but if they fhould deem him 
adverfe to the Company’s intereft, which he really is not, as the 
prefs is the fureft teft of truth, it muft be allowed, that he who re- 
fers the merits of his arguments and fas to that fevereft of trials, 
does not act like an ungenerous adverfary. 

After perufing the many extraordinary accounts contained in 
thefe fheets, the impartial reader will naturally wonder, how fuch 
things could fo long be concealed from the public. The reafon 
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of which however has been, that the perfons capable of informing 
them have been interefted in with-helding fuch information. Even 
the friends * in England of injured men abroad will not often ven- 
ture to make their letters public, for fear of heaping heavier mif- 
fortunes on the opprefied, or thofe connected with them, who are 
in the power of the Company, or their fubftitutes in India; as the 
Court of Dire&tors have always ftrictly prohibited +, to their de- 
pendents, the communication of any accounts of their affairs in In- 
dia to private perfons in England. Sometimes the injured who 
come home for redrefs, hold their tongues in order to make their 
terms with the Company and go out again to India in advantageous 
ftations : and in fhort, among almoft all the gentlemen who have 
once been in thofe countries, there is fuch a powerful ftring of 
connections, and fuch hopes or fuch fears prevail, either for them- 
felves or their friends, as make the obtaining of authentic vouchers 
very difficult. If this had not been the cafe, we fhould have had 
it in our power to have laid before the public many documents of 
a more curious and interefting nature than even thofe we have pro- 
duced, and which muft now remain concealed, till time the dif- 
coverer of all truth gives us an opportunity for exhibiting them in 
another volume. 


* A narrative of the murder of an Englifh gentleman, by the fervants of a Zemindar 
in the diftriéts of Sutalury, eaftward of Calcutta, which happened in December 1766, 
was with-held from the writer upon this very principle. 

+ In the 96th and 97th paragraphs of a letter from the Honourable Court of Eaft 
India Direétors to the Prefident and Council at Bengal, dated the 19th February 1766, 
are the following words. 

“ We have frequently reprefented the bad tendency of fending to private perfons ac- 
“© counts of our affairs in India, and forbade fuch pra¢tices, particularly in our letters to 
“© you under date of the 1ft April 1760, par. 116; the rgth Feb. 1762, par. 573 and 
“ the rft June 1764, par. 48. And as the like notices were communicated to our other 
«« Prefidencies, no perfon can with propriety plead ignorance of them. In order entirely 
‘© to put a ftop to thefé prejudicial practices, we now confirm, in the ftrongeft manner, 
« the directions we have given in our before-mentioned letters; and we enjoin you, our 
« Prefident and Council, to take care that they are ftriétly carried into execution for the 
« future; and you are to make thefe our orders as publicly known as poffible, that no 
« perfon, in whatever ftation he may be, can have it in his power to pleaui ignorance.” — 
And the general inftruétions or the Direétors to their faid Prefident and Council have of 
late years always been, that if any perlon or perfons fhould be guilty of the {malleft con- 
travention of their orders, they were to have the Company’s protetiion withdrawn from them, 


and be fent prifoners to England. 
ADVER- 





ADVERTISEMENT. 





T HE papers contained in the Appendix are many of them copies 
of very imperfet tranflations of treaties, fuch as are in the 
poffeffion of the Eaft India Company, and being all the work of others, 
we are not anfwerable for their incorretine/s. We have taken the 
liberty of altering the titles of Jome of thofe papers, and fometimes 
of correcting the /pelling of proper names and ether untranflated Afi- 
atic words, for the writing of which in European charatters there 
has been no fettled mode of /pelling, every one having written fuch 
words as they firuck his own ear, or according to his own peculiar 
way of /pelling ; though it muft be confeffed the founds of Jome Afiatic 
letters cannot be expreffed by European charatters. The want how- 
ever of a competent knowledge in reading and writing the Indian 
languages has been the principal caufe of this variety of /pelling, and 
has often cccafioned the ufing of wrong words: Juch as Subah, 
which, although it means the diftrift under a Subahd ar, is not UN- 
frequently, though erroneoufly ufed for the latter word, even by Eaft 
India Direétors. In quoting authentic papers, or the writings of 
others, we have frequently been neceffitated to retain the Afiatic words; 
and in writing them, in the body of this work, we have endeavoured 
to adhere to the orthography of the natives where it could be prac- 
tiled; excepting in words now commonly known among us, which 
would thereby be fo difguifed as to become unknown. For example, 
though we have thought proper to write Jagueer (a penfion) infiead 
of Jaghire, Dehly (the capital of Hindoftdn) inftead of Delly, we 
have not ventured to write Ahmedabad for Amadavat, the capital 
of Guzerat, or Sipahy inffead of Seapoy or Sepoy, the words by 
which the Black Infantry are now univerfally known. — a 
reajon 
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reafon has alfo obliged us to retain feveral of the Afiatic words, as 
ufed by others. There are many names, particularly of the offices of 


government, which cannot be tranflated into En life without much 
circumlocution. To fubftitute that Englifo word which appeared 
neareft to the Aftatic, would be conveying to the mind of the reader 
a very inadequate idea of the object. Such words, therefore, as occur 
in the text unexplained, the reader will be pleafed to feek in the fol- 
lowing Gloffary, wherein we have given fuch explanations, according 
to the Bengal ufage, as have been adopted by others, together with 
fome that are new; and we have alfo accented the words, to direct 


the pronunciation. 
Norwithftanding the utmoft attention of the Writer in fuperin- 


tending the prefs, many errors have crept in, which he has not had 
in his power to correct. Some are taken notice of in the fubjoined 
Errata, and fuch others, not noticed, as will appear evidently to be 
errors of the prefs, he muft leave to the correétion of the indulgent 
reader, to whofe candour he alfo fubmits the many errors in compo- 
fition which may occur to him: the objects of the Writer havin 

been only to convey to the reader a knowledge of fatts in plain En lip, 
as a merchant, in the bef manner the little leifure be is ae of 
would enable him, and to get the work printed off as Joon as poffible ; 
from fuppofing India affairs would, becaufe needful, become the ob- 


jects of national confideration. 
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NNA. The fixteenth part of tay ng 
'£ Aumeen, An officer employed by the 
nues of any diftrict ; a fupervifor. 






vernment to infpect the ftate of the reve- 
3 af o fometimes an arbitrator, or umpire. 
Aúmil. gAn officer inferior to, or under the Aumeen, employed on the fame bufinefs 
Aumildér. of the revenues. 

Auring. A manufacturing town, or village, 








B 

Banyán. See chapter IX. page 83. 

Bátta. The extraordinary allowance paid the military when on field-duty. Alfo the 
agio, allowance, or rate of exchange between rupees of different fpecies. 

Bazár. A market place.— A daily market. 

Beetie-leaf. The aromatic leaf of a fhrub growing like a vine, which is always chewed, 
together with the nut called beetle-nut. It is called Paan by the natives. 

Beetle-nut. A nut produced by a very tall, flender, and upright tree: which, with other 
ingredients, is conftantly chewed by all ranks of people, from the king to the 
beggar ; infomuch that it is efteemed a necefiary of life. It is called Soopdry by the 
natives. 

Begum. Aprincefs. Any great man’s wife. Some have erroneoufly tranflated it, queen; 
whereas the king’s lady is called Máleekab. 

Bercundez AA foot-foldier, armed with a matchlock. 

Buckfoy. Pay-mafter of the troops. Alfo pay-mafter, in general, for all difburfements 
of government. 

Buckferree. A foot-foldier, armed with fword and target, or a fpear, generally employed 
as a guard in conducting treafure or goods. 

Bunder. A {ea-port.—Alfo fometimes ufed for a cuftom-houfe. 

Buxbunder. The office of cuftoms at Hoogly. 
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C 

CalJéry. Properly Khballéry.—A falt-work: commonly called falt-pans. 

Canongé. The officer appointed by the fovereign as regifter of a province. | 

CBokey. A watch-houfe.—Alfo a place appointed for the receipt of cuftoms, or duties. 

Chokeydér. A watchman.—Alfo the officer of a Chókey. 

Chout. A fourth part. Commonly ufed for the tribute of the fourth part of the re- 
venues which the Marahtahs claim from many governments in India. Alo the duty 
colleéted upon judicial decifions in the cutcherry-courts of Hindoftan. 

Choutarry. A Bengal corruption of Chcut. 

Chéwdry. A chief’ of land-holders, or farmers. Properly he is above the Zemindar in 
rank: but according to prefent ufage in Bengal, he 1s deemed the next in rank to 
the Zemindar. 

Chowdréwy. Properly Chowdrdyet. The jurifdiction of a Chéwdry. 

Chubdér. A ftaff-bearer. A neceffary attendant in the train of a great man, who pro- 
claims the approach of vifitors, &c. He generally carries a large filver ftaff of 
about five feet long in his hands: and among the Nabobs he proclaims their praifes 
aloud as he runs before their palanqueens. 

Chctklab. An affemblage of the {maller divifions of a province, generally the jurifdic- 
tion of a Fowzdar. 

Chundm. Lime made of fhells, or ftones. Such as the natives eat with their beetle, is 
mace of the former. 

Cooley. A porter, or labourer of any kind. 

Cowry. A {mall fhell, which paffes for money, of which, from 4000 to 4800, go toa 
rupee, The cheapnefs of provifions in Bengal makes it convenient to have fo very 
low a medium for dealings among the poor. 

Crore of Rupees. One hundred lacks, 

Croory. Properly Karooree. An officer who collects the revenues under a lord-lieutenant 
of a province; for which he makes himfelf refponfible, in confideration of a com- 
miffion of 2 or 3 per cent. 

Cuffore. The allowance, or agio upon the exchange of rupees, in contradiftinction to 
Batta. Battais properly the fum deduéted, and Cuffore the fum added. 

Cutchétry. A courtof juftice. Alfo an office into which the rents are delivered ; or for 
the tranfaction of any other public bufinefs. 

Cutwé?. An officer who in all cities has the care of punifhing thieves, thofe who drink 
or fell intoxicating liquors and keep diforderly houfes; and who takes cognizance of 
fuch other matters as are not of confequence enough to be brought before the Fowzdér. 





D 
Dédney. The money paid in advance to a merchant, or manufacturer, on a contract for 
oods 


Della A broker. 

Daróga. Anoverfeer. 

Dawk. Poftmen ftationed at ftages, of about 10 miles diftance from one another, for 
the conveying of letters. 

Dufter Khana. An office for keeping the government-accounts. In common ufage, any 
office or counting-houfe. i 

Durbár. The court of a Mogul, Nabôb, or any great man. Sometimes it means the 
palace, and fometimes the levee only. 

Duftére. A cuftomary allowance. In Bengal generally underftood to be that which the 
Banyan receives on all fales and purchafes. 

Duftusk. 





G L O S5 S5 A R Y., XIX 


Duftuck. A pafiport, permit, or order. In the Englifh Company’s affairs it generally 
means the permit under their broad feal, which exempts goods from the payment 
of duties. 


E 
Enim. A gift from a fuperior to an inferior. 
Etmaúm. A divifion of a province under the fupetintendency of an Etmaumdár. 
Etmaumdár. A land-holder, or fuperintendant of the revenues of a {mall divifion of a 
province, called Esmáum. 


F 

Firmain. A grant, order, decree, or command of the emperor. In Bengal, it is 
commonly ufed for the patent of the Emperor Furrukhfeer, granting to the Engli fh 
a liberty of trading duty-free. 

Fowzdér. An officer in all great cities, who has charge of the police, and takes cog- 
nizance of all criminal matters. Sometimes it is one who receives the rents from 
the Zemindars, and accounts with the government for them. The diftri€t of lands 
under his jurifdi€tion, or fuperintendency in fuch cafe, is called a Chicklab. 


G 

Ghat. An entrance into a country over mountains, or through any difficult paflage. — 
Alfo a landing place on a river fide,—particularly where duties are collected. 

Ghatbarry. A tax upon boats, collected at the Ghats or Chókeys. 

Gélab. “A warehoufe, of which the walls are generally raifed of mud and thatched, 
for keeping grain, falt, &c. 

Goméftab. An agent, In Bengal it is generally underftood to be thofe who are fent, on 
monthly wages, into the country to purchafe goods. 

Gunge. A granary, or market for grain. l 

Guzerbaún, An officer who collects duties on the high roads and at the ferries. 


H 

Hackeree. A fpecies of cart, drawn by oxen. 

Hagee. One who has performed the pilgrimage to Mecca, which every true Mahomedan 
thinks himfelf bound to do once in his life. 

Haut. A market kept on ftated days, 

Havaldér. A fubaltern officer of an of the rank of a ferjeant. 

Higera. The flight of Mahomed from Mecca, from which the Mahomedan /Era 
commences. It begins the 16th July, A. D. 622. 

Hujbulbookum. An official confirmation, under the feal of the vizier, enforcing obedience 
to the Emperor’s Firmaun. 

Huzzoor. ‘The prefence.—Applied, by way of eminence, to the Mogul’s court, Ac- 
cording to polite ufage it is now applied to the prefence of every Nabôb, or great 
man. 

Huzzoor Nevees. ‘The fecretary who refides at court, and keeps copies of all Firmguas, 
records, or letters. i 





Imaum. An ordinary prieft. 

Jam. The true faith, according to Mahomedans, 

Fagueer. Any penfion from the Grand Mogul, or King of Dehly ; generally fuch as are 
affioned for military fervices. 

C32 Jagueer dar è 
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Jagueerdár. The holder, or poffeffor of a Jagueer. It comes from three Pe-fian words 
Ja, a place; gueriftun, to take; and dafhtun, to hold: quafi a placeholder, or pen- 
fioner. In the times of the Mogul empire, all the great officers of the court, called 
Omrabs, were allowed Fagueers, either in lands of which they collected the revenues, 
or affignments upon the revenues for {pecified fums, payable by the lord lieutenant 
of a province: which fums were for their maintenance, and the fupport of fuch 
troops as they were neceffitated to bring into the field when demanded by the Eme 
peror, as the condition of their Jagueers, which were always revokable at pleafure. 

Famadér. An officer of horfe, or foot.—Alfo the head, or fuperintendant of the Peons 
in the Sewéury, or train of any great man, 


K 

Kdézy. A Mahomedan judge, or magiftrate; appointed to adminifter juftice according 
to their written law: but particularly in matters relative to marriages, the fales of 
houfes, and tranfgreffions of the Koran.—He attefts or authenticates writings, 
which under his feal are admitted as the originals, in proof. 

Kifbundee. An account agreed to of payments to be made at ftated times, in difcharge 
of a fpecified fum. 

Kbélfab. Belonging to the king. 

Kbélfah-Lands. Crown lands. 

Kbalfah Sbereef. The office in which the king s accounts were paffed, 


L 
Lack of Rupees. One hundred thoufand rupees; which fuppofing them ftandard, or 
fccas, at two fhillings and fixpence, amounts to 12,5001. fterling. 





Mabal. A name given to every fund producing any particular revenue, or duty; as the 
falt or nimuck-mabal is that on which arife the duties on falt. 

Méngon. An impofition collected by the officers of the Chokeys and Ghats, as a per- 
quifite for themfelves, or the Zemindars. 

Maund. <A variable weight. In Bengal from 72 to 80 Ib. 

Moébir. A feal.—Alfo a gold rupee. 

Meébiiree. Any writer, or under clerk among the natives in Bengal. 

Molinguee. A worker of falt, a falt-maker. 

Mootecéphil. An officer who examines accounts, and puts his feal on them, when paffed 
in the fubordinate cutcherries, before they are fent to court. 

Mouza. <A parifh.—Sometimes a hamlet only. 

Muckaudum. A fuperior officer of the revenues in a village; the fame as Chéwdry. 

Mufiy. A high prieft. It fignifies properly, interpreter of the law —He is under the 
Kdzy. 

Mullab. a Mahomedan judge:—An interpreter of the Koran. Likewife a fchool- 
matter. 

Munfhy. A fecretary for the Perfian language. 

Minfub. A title, or dignity ; poft, or office. 

Mijfnud. An elevated place of diftinction in the Durdér for the prince to fit on. A 
throne. 

Mutchilcah. An obligatory, or penalty-bond, generally taken from inferiors by an act 
of compulfion. 

Mutfeddee. A general name for all officers employed in taking the accounts of the Sab, 
or government ; it is alfo ufed for the clerks of any great man, 

3 Nabéd. 
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N 

Nabb. Properly Navdb the plural of Naib. As ufed in Bengal, it is the fame as 
Nâzim. Irtis a title alfo given to the wives and daughters of princes, as well as to 
the princes themfelves, 

Naib. <A deputy. 

Nancar. An allowance in an aflignment upon the revenues, or the lands themfelves, 
originally given as charity for the relief oÈ the poor; but generally taken by the rich. 

Nazim. The lord lieutenant, vice-roy, or governor of a province : the fame as Subahdér, 
or Nabób. 

Nedbut. The poft, office, or jurifdiction of a Naib, or deputy. 

Nizémut, The poft, office, or jurifdiétion of a Nézim, or vice roy of a province. 

Nizzer. A prefent, or offering from an inferior to a fuperior. In Hindoftân no 

Nuzzerdnab. man ever approaches his fuperior for the firft time on bufinefs, without 
an offering, of at leaft a gold or filver rupee in his right hand; which if not taken, 
it is e{teemed a mark of disfavour. Nuzzerdnab is alfo ufed for the fum paid to 
the government, as an acknowledgment for a grant of lands, or any public office. 


O 
Obdabdér. An officer of the revenues, the fame as Croory. 
Omrab. A man of the firft rank in the Mogul empire. A nobleman. It is the plural of 
of the Arabic Ameer. 


P 

Padjbab. Emperor. King. 

Palanqueen, A vehicle carried on men’s fhoulders, commonly ufed for riding in. They 
are of two forts, one for fitting in like a fedan, and the other containing a bed, on 
which the perfon extends himfelf at full length. 

Peon. A foot-foldier, armed with {word and target. In common ufe it is a footman fo 
armed, employed to run before a Palanqueen,—Piadah is the proper word, from 
which Peon is 2 corruption. 

Pergunnab. The largeft fubdivifion of a province, whereof the revenues are brought 
to one particular Head-Custcherry, from whence the accounts and cath are tran{mitted 
to the general Cutcherry of the province, 

Perwdénab. An order, warrant, grant, or even a letter from a {fuperior to a dependent. 


Pefocifo. A fine, tribute, or quit-rent paid to government, as an acknowledgment for 
any tenure. 


Podaér. A money-changer, or teller, under a Shroff. 
Pykár. A broker, inferior to thofe called Da//Z/ls, who tranfaéts the bufinefs at firft hand 
with the manufacturer, and fometimes carries goods about for fale. 


Pyke. A watchman employed as a guard at night. Likewife a footman, or runner, on 
bufinefs of the lands. They are generally armed with a {pear. 


R 
Rabadér. An officer who has charge of the highways, the examination of pafiengers, 
and the collection of cuftoms where any are there collected. 
Recayab, It is fowritten in the Company’s Treaties, but it fhouldbe Reéyab, which is the 
plural of the Arabic Ryot. 
Refaula. A command. A regiment. 
Rowdna. A certificate from the collector of the cuftoms. 





Rupes 
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Rupee. A filver coin worth about two fhillings and fixpence. 
Ryot. A tenant, who is generally both a hufbandman and manufacturer. 


S 

Seapoy. A foldier. This word is generally ufed for the Indian infantry difciplined after 
the European manner. 

Seer. The fortieth part of a Maund. 

Serai. A building on the high road, or in large cittes, ere€ted for the accommodation of 
travellers. 

Sewaury. The train of attendants who accompany a Nabob, or other great man on the 
Mt 


Sezdwal, An officer employed at a monthly falary to collect the revenues, 

Shab, Theking. 

Shab Alium. The king of the world.—The title given to the India Company’s Grand 
Mogul, the Prince Ally Gohar. 

Shéftrt. The religious books, or Scriptures of the Brabmins. It is alfo ufed in common for 
any book of {fcience. 

Shereef. Noble, or magnificent. 

Shroff. A banker, or money-changer: properly Ser@f. 

Sicca. Any new coin. It means flampt, or fealed; but is particularly ufed for the 
ftandard filver- = 

Siddee. An Arabic title, by which the Abifinians, or Hadafbys are always diftinguifhed 
in the courts of Hindoftan ; where being in great repute for firmnefs and fidelity, 
they are generally employed as commanders of forts, or in pofts of great truft. 

Sircar. Any office under the government. It is fometimes ufed for the ftate, or go- 
vernment itfelf. Likewife a province, or any number of Pergunnabs placed under 
one head in the government-books, for conveniency in keeping accounts, In com- 
mon ufage in Bengal, the Under-Banyéns of European gentlemen are called Sircérs. 

Sirdar, or Surdér. A chief, leader, or commander, 

Soontaburdér. An attendant, who carries a filver bludgeon in his hand, of about two 
or three feet long, and runs before the Palanqueen. He is inferior to the Chubdér ; 
_ propriety of an Indian Sewaury requiring two Scontaburdars for every Chubdár in 

e train. 

Súbab. ‘The general name of the vice-royfhips, or greater governments, into which the 
Mogul empire was divided, confifting of feveral provinces, The jurifdiction of a 
Subabdar: the fame as Sibafbip, Subabddree or Nizdmut. 

Subabdar, The vice-roy, lord lieutenant, or governor, holding a Siiah; the fame as 
Nabb, or Nazim. Alfo the black commander of a company of Seapoys, 

Subahdaree. 

Subabdary. See Sibab. 

Sibabfbip. 

Sultanut. ‘The crown ; throne; empire, or government. 

Sun. The year: thus Siccas of the 1ft, 2d, or 3d Sun, are the ftandard filver rupees of 
the 1ft, 2d, or 3d year of a prince’s reign; which is marked on the coin. 

Sunnud. A grant, charter, or patent from any great man in authority. 


Sunott. Rupees of old dates, on which a difcount is allowed, are fo called; properly 
it fhould be Sunwdt. 





T 
Taegábey. Money lent to a hufbandman at intereft, to enable him to cultivate his land; 
for payment of which the enfuing crop is bound, 


Ż Talooke 
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iar tA fubdivifion of the lands of a Zemindary, held by a Talookdér. 
Talockdér. A renter under a Zemindar, of the fubdivifion called Ta/ook. 


Tankfall. Amint. 


Tanna. A {mall fort. 
Teep. Anoteof hand. In Bengal particularly ufed for thofe notes given before-hand 


for money to be paid for fervices to be performed. 
Tunkbaw. An aflignment of lands, or the revenues of them, for any particular dif- 


burfements, or purpofe of government. 


An allowance paid from the revenues, asa largefs, to religious men, doétors, 


Ultumgau. 
or profeffors of fcience, It fhould be written Afumghax. 
Y 
Vakeel. An agent, or chargé des affaires. 
Vizarut. The poft, or office of a vizier. 
x 


Yefawul. A ftate-mefienger. 





Z 
Zemindar. Literally a land-holder, who is accountable to government for the revenues. 
Zemindéry. The jurifdiétion of a Zemindar: the lands held by him. 
Zenana. Belonging to women.—-The women’s apartments. The Seraglio. 
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Page 14, line 15, after at leaft, infert, in Bengal. 
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19, for but if they, read but if after they. 
24, for right to trade, read right of trade. 
29, for a European, read an European. 
33, for article, read articles, 
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Page 6, line 32, for in 4th year, read in the 4th year. 
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12, for for expences, read for the expences. 
8, for Mohamed, read Mahomed. 
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CHAP. I. 


INTRODUCTION, 








N the degrees there are {cope and encouragement given to induftry, 

| a country will naturally grow populous and wealthy: but though 
the great objects of nations, as of individuals, are profperity and 

power, the means either of acquiring or preferving them are not un- 
frequently miftaken. 
Induftry will be beft applied to agriculture, manufacturing and 
commerce. Of thefe, the two former are mutual fupports of each other ; 
and when made to co-operate with commerce and navigation, they, all 
together, will lay the moft lafting foundations of opulence and might. 

Thefe arts, with efficient laws for individual protection and due pu- 
nifhment, and an able and upright adminiftration of juftice, if made all 
tully to operate under a wife, moderate, and beneficent government, 
will conftitute what may be called the perfection of human policy; and 
prove equally the fource of abundant wealth, power, and felicity. 

Agriculture, fingly, perhaps never did materially enrich or ftrengthen 
any country; as, in fuch cafe, even the commerce and navigation 
arifing from it will be carried on by other nations*. Manufactories, 
beyond all other means, ferve to populate and enrich a country: but 











* See CONSIDERATIONS on the Poticy, COMMERCE, and CIRCUMSTANCES of the KINGDOM, 
pages 92 to 94. Printed for 4/mon in 1771. 
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thofe only which are moft laborious *, add greatly to its ftreneth. Na 
vigation, on the other hand, ftrengthens more than it enriches: and 
commerce introduces not only abundant wealth. but likewife much 
ufeful knowledge. 

Hindoftan, from time immemorial, praétifed agriculture and manu- 
facturing in an extraordinary degree; and they ferved to make her po- 
pulous and wealthy almoft beyond example. But by neglecting foreign 
commerce fhe has continued deficient in various kinds of ufeful know- 
ledge; and from her want of many laborious arts, and not praclifing 
navigation in any confiderable degree, fhe never grew fufficiently power- 
ful to be fecure of her own defence. 

The extraordinary religious fuperftitions of the Hindoos, or Gentoos t, 
and the very unfociable manners that naturally were con{equent there- 
of, proved infuperable bars to their vifiting foreign countries. They 
therefore principally confined themfelves to agriculture and manufac- 
turing, leaving remote commerce and navigation to thofe who would 
go and deal with them in their own country: fo that, as hath already 
been obferved, the induftry which fo abundantly augmented their 
wealth, did not ferve to increafe, in any proportional degree, either 
their general knowledge or national power. 

From very ancient times, we hear much of far-diftant nations going 
to trade with the Indians, but nothing of the people of India ever going 
to trade with them. In like manner, the writers in remote times make 
frequent mention of the great wealth of the Indians, but fay little of 
their power : nor indeed could the latter have ever been very confi- 
derable, becaufe we know they were eafily fubdued at different periods 
of time. 

Perhaps the principal provinces of Hindoftin, while they continued 
unconquered by any foreign power, were never much farther united 
than by religion and manners. Their original population, which muft 
have been extremely ancient, was manifeftly of the primitive or patri- 
archal kind. Communities grew out of families, which continually 
were branching off; and with but little variation from each other, they 


* All fitting employments are apt to debilitate the human frame, and thofe which are exccflively 
toilfome, too faft exhauk its ftrength ; but fuch as are moderately laborious ferve greatly to in: isorate 
both the body and mind, as is apparent from the practice of hufbandry, navigation, and mott of the 
handicraft-arts ; for they generally make men animated, vigorous and robuft. 

+ Gentio is a Portugueze word, meaning Gentiles, in the Scriptural phrafe; by which general 
appellation, they at firft called all the natives of India, whether NMahomedans or Hindoos. From 
them the Englifh have adopted the term Gentoo: by which, according to the prefent uface, they diftin- 
guifh the Hindoos, or followers of Brimha, from the Mahomedans, or Muffulmen, whom they com- 
monly, though iraproperly, call Moors, or Moormen. 
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lived by fuch rules as were prefcribed by an original Lawgiver, Chief, 
or Rajah, by whofe name each refpective country was originally known. 
One caft, or tribe, were appointed to inftruct, another to protect and 
rule, and the reft to fuch profeffions and occupations as were ufeful and 
neceflary ; in which modes of prefcribed practice, as far as they were 
able, they have fince continued to live. 

The Hindoos, like the Chinefe, pretend to the honour of exiftence, 
as a nation, for a great abundance of ages before the Chriftian calcula- 
tion of the commencement of time, or creation of the world. But as 
every thing which they fay of fuch fuppofed times is confidered as fa- 
bulous, the writers who moft favour their pretenfions to antiquity, are 
not inclined to believe they can have any hiftorical accounts of their 
country, to be relied on, fo far backward as five thoufand years. 

The Samfcrit, or Shanfcrit *, a moft noble and ancient, though now 
a dead language, underftood only by the Brahmins, has been hitherto 
the impenetrable repofitory of the literary treafures of that order of 
men. They are known to have many books that treat of religion and 
philofophy, and it is faid likewife of hiftory. Their four books of 
Divine Laws and Inftru¢tions, called Bhades, are written in poetic 
{tanzas; and they are held fo facred, that no other order of their own 
people are permitted to read them, fhould they be able foto do. And 

fuch 


* The curious reader will excufe the following extraéts relative to this language from parts of 2 
letter of the father Pons, a French miffionary, written from India in the year 1740, as contained in 
Lettres Edifiantes. Paris edition, 1743, Vol. 26, pages 221 to 232. 

“ Les fciences & les beaux arts, qui ont été cultivés avec autant de gloire & de fuccés par les 
Grecs & les Romains, ont fleuri pareillement dans l’Inde ; & toute l’antiquité rend témoinage au mé- 
rite des Gymnofophiftes, qui font évidemment les Brahmanes, et fur-tout ceux qui parmi eux renon- 
cent au monde, & fe font Saniaff. 

La Grammaire des Brahmanes peut être mife aù rang des plus belles fciences ; jamais l’analyfe & la 
Synthéfe ne furent plus heureufement employées, que dans leurs ouvrages grammaticaux de la langue 
Samfkret ou Samfkroutan. Il me pardit que cette langue fi admirable par fon harmonie, fon abon- 
dance, & fon energie, étoit autrefois la langue vivante dans les Pays habités par les premiers Brah- 
manes. 

I] eft étonnant que l’efprit humain ait pů atteindre à la perfeftion de lart, qui éclatte dans ces 
grammaires : les auteurs y ont réduit par l’analyfe la plus riche langue du monde, à un petit 
nombre d’elemens primitifs, qu’on peut regarder comme le Caput mortuum de la langue. Ces élé- 
mens ne font par eux-mêmes d’ aucun ufage, ils ne fignifient proprement rien, ils ont feulement rap- 
port à une idée; par exemple, Aru a lidée d’aétion. Les élémens fecondaires qui affectent le pri- 
mitif, font, les terminaifons qui le fixent à être nom ou verbe ; celles felon le{quelles il doit fe decliner 
ou coniuguer; un cértain nombre de fyllabes à placer entre l’élément primitif & les te:minzifons, 
quelques propofitions, &c. A l approche des élemens fecondaires le primitif change fouvent de 
figure; Aru, par example, devient, felon ce qui lui eft ajodté, Kar, Kar, Kri, Kir, Kêr, &c. La 
fynthéfe réunit & combine tous ces élémens & en forme une variété infinie de termes d‘ufage, 

Ce font les régles de cette union & de cette combinaifon des élémens, que Ja gramimuire enfcigne, 
deforte qu’un fimple écolier, qui ne fgauroit rien que la grẹèx:nzire, peut en opérant felon les regles, 
fur une racine ou élément primitif, en tirer plufieur- milliers de mots vraiment Sunfkrets; c eft cet 
art qui a dongé le nom à la langue, car Samfkret fis.: ic fynthétique ou compose. 
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fuch is the influence of prieftcraft and fuperitition over their minds, 
that they have been made to believe any endeavour at the acquifition of 
{fuch knowledge would be an unpardonable fin: they therefore never 
feek to obtain it. And fhould a Brahmin be known to communicate 
any part of thofe books to men of other tribes, his puniment would 
be immediate excommunication, or expulfion from his own, which 
would be everlafting degradation and infamy; punifhments that they 
confider to be far worfe than death. 

No ftronger proof can be furnifhed of the infuperable difficulties to 
be encountered in fuch an undertaking, than the faét, well known in 
India, of an Emperor of Hindoftan, the great Akbur, mifcarrying in 
an artful endeavour for that purpofe * He impofed a well-inftructed 
youth on the Brahmins, as an orphan of their tribe, to be educated by 
them, in order to acquire a knowledge of their fecrets, language, and 
learning ; but his defigns were all fruftrated. 

Great difficulties muft occur in all attempts to acquire the Samf{crit 
language, as well from the great referve of the Brahmins, as from the 
total want of fuch books as muft be neceffary for that purpofe; the 
utmoft of what has been publifhed in Europe thereon, extending no 
farther than to the letters of its alphabet +, and their combinations. It 
has however often been undertaken by feveral Englifh gentlemen, 
though hitherto without fuccefs, from the want of {fufficient helps. 
During two years refidence at Banaras, the writer could find no books 
in any other language that would ferve in any degree as a medium for 
acquiring it, though there are, in it, very good ones for that purpofe : 
fo that whoever undertakes to learn this language muft frame his own 


Peut-être que depuis Ie vénérable Pere de Nobilibus, il n’y a eu perfonne affez habile dans le Sam- 
Jferet, pour examiner les chofes par foi-méme. J'ai va dans un manufcrit du Pere de Bourzes, que 
dans certain Pays de la Cote de Malabar, les Gentiles célébroient la délivrance des Juifs fous Efther, 
& quls donnotent a cette Fête le nom de Tuda Tircunal, Fête de Juda. 

Le feul moyen de pénétrer dans |’ antiquité Indienne, furtout en ce qui concerne I’ hiftoire, c’eft 
d’avoir un d goût pour cette fcience, d’acquérir une connoiffance parfaite du Sam/fret, & de 
faire des dépenfes aufquelles il n’y a qu’un grand Prince qui puiffe fournir : jufqu’a ce que ces trois 
chofes fe trouvent réunies dans un méme lajer, avec la fanté néceffaire pour foutenir létude dans 
VInde, on ne fcaura rien, ot prefque rien de l’hiftoire ancienne de ce vafte Royaume.” 

It ts our misfortune that we have no European whatever who hath acquired a knowledge of this primi- 
tive, noble, and perhaps antediluvian language, fufficient to read and tranflate (without being expofed to 
the impofitions and ignorance of the modern Brahmins) thofe ancient works, which, however b'ended 
with fable and fuperftition, might {ferve to throw new and important lights upon ancient hiftory and 
fcience, and ao furnifh us with what is much wanted, a true and genuine account of the ancient 
Hindoos ; fome of whofe principles and doétrines of religion, morality, and f{cience, feem in the re- 
moteft antiquity to have been eagerly adopted by far diftant nations, even from Japan and China ta 
Egypt and Greece. 

* Dow’s History of HInpOosTAN. Vol. I. page 25 of the Differtation, firft edition. 

+ See KIRCHER s CHINA ILLUSTRATA. Printed in Amfterdam, 1667. Pages 162, &c. 
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grammar and dictionary: in order to effeét which, he will be necef- 
ftated firft to learn, as a medium, either the Perfian, or one of the many 
dialects now ufed in the different parts of Hindoftan, of which that of 
Bengal, of all the fouthern provinces of India, is neareft to the Samifcrit ; 
one fourth part of its words, the forms of feveral of its letters, and the 
names and order of the whole alphabet, agreeing exactly therewith. As 
fo much time then muft be fpent in the attainment of a language not 
reqyuifite for bufinefs, there can be little reafon for expecting it will 
ever effectually be accomplifhed Ly any one whofe great object, from 
going to India, is the acquifition of wealth. It is therefore an under- 
taking that probably never will be properly engaged in, unlefs by the 
encouragement of fome government, or great feminary of learning : 
and as it might prove the means of making many difcoveries that at 
leaft would be curious, it fhould be thought deferving of the patronage 
of the favourers of {cience. 

The moft ancient hiftorical account we have of the Hindoos is from 
the tranflation of a poem from the Samfcrit into the Perfian language: 
and perhaps they have few other kinds of very ancient records of their 
country, than verfifications of old but very current traditions of tranf- 
actions, by men like the ancient Welch, Irifh, Highland, or Englifh 
bards, who have generally every where been the hiftoriographers of rude 
ages; for even Homer was no more. Farther literary treafures, there- 
fore, of very ancient times of this at leaft, or perhaps any other kind, 
may not be in the pofleilion of the Brahmins: and indeed were there 
others, they mighz be matters more of curiofity than utility. But there 
may be fome of later times greatly more important, as that tribe of In- 
dians, if not generally learned, have at leaft been always ftudious. 

The Enghih nation know little more of their anceftors in the times of 
the Druids than what has been learned from fuch other nations as hap- 
pened then to be more enlightened. Yet the Druids, like the ancient 
Brahmins, were priefts and philofophers ; between whom there was a 
fimilarity in manners and practice, both orders being fecret, myfterious, 
and referved, how widely foever they might differ in their prin- 
ciples of religion. The Brahmins however aflert, and with fome ap- 
pearance of reafon, that the lawgivers of other nations have borrowed 
from the inftitutes of Brimha, as they judge from what they have feen 
of the Mahomedans and Jews, and probably from what they may have 
heard of the Heathens * and Roman Catholics. 


* The Hindoos pay a kind of divine honours to fuch perfons as were diftinguifhed by extraordinary 
merits : which were really the Heathen motives for many deifications, and are pretended fo to be for 
moft Popifh canonizations. 
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Concerning the hiftories which we have hitherto been furnifhed with 
of Hindoftan, it may with truth be faid, that they have not been pro- 
perly of the Hindoo nations or people, but of fuch foreign invaders as 
fucceflively fubdued and ruled over them. ‘The ancient Rajaks were 
probably Sovereigns of the feveral provinces, or diftricts of India, being 
lords of the foil, warriours by profeffion, and of courfe proteétors from 
intereft ; and their government being on the arbitrary principles of 
parental defpotifm, they were never oppofed, but from the irrefiftible 
impulfe of nature to withftand intollerable oppreffion ; beyond which 
the people of India do not appear, from their practice, to have ever had 
any idea of public right or liberty. 

It is natural to fuppofe, in the progrefs of ages, that Rajahs, like 
all other Sovereigns, became infected with ambition, when difputes led 
to conquefts, by which {way grew extended: fo that there might have 
been temporary power acquired that was even enormous. But pro- 
bably there never was a native government of all Hindoftan: nor in- 
deed has there fince been entirely fuch of any race of invaders who 
eftablifhed themfelves at Dehly. 

Some of the provinces of India were long tributary to the Perfians ; 
as they afterwards were to the Afgan, or Patan Tartars, whofe feat of 
government was Ghifni, in the mountainous country between Perfia 
and Hindoftan; from whence they made frequent inroads into the 
neareft Indian provinces, to plunder and impofe tributes, till the be- 
ginning of the fourteenth century, when they eftablifhed themfelves at 
Dehly. Of this Tartar government it may be faid, as of the race of 
‘Tamerlane which fucceeded it in Hindoftan, that it never was complete 
over the whole country; was frequently refifted even by tributary Rĝ- 
jahs, and fometimes difmembered of its principal provinces. 

We fhall enlarge no farther here on the ancient ftate of Hindoftan, 
than juft to obferve, that among the defcendants of Shem, named in 
the tenth chapter of Genefis, there is mention made of an Ophir in 
the fourth generation ; who probably gave his name to the place from 
whence Solomon afterwards obtained his large returns of gold* AI 
thofe generations from Shem, mentioned by Mofes, are faid by him to 


* Some learned writers have conjeétured the ancient Ophir to have been the port which in later 
ages has been called Sofala, fituated on the continent of Africa, oppofite to Madagafcar ; but that 
port is not eaftward of the country which was firft peopled after the flood. It may not then be 
thought prefumptuous to hazard fo contrary an opinion, as to fuppofe the ifland of Sumatra was the 
place to which Solomon’s fleet failed ; as there is a mountain on the north end of it which is to this 
day called Ophir, where much gold ever has been and is yet found ; the diftance of which likewife 


better agrees with the time Solomon’s fleets took to perform thofe voyages in, than by fuppofing 
them to have gone no farther than to Sofala. 
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have been peoplers of countries in the eaftern parts of the world; 
which, even according to the Jewifh and Chriftian fyftems, makes the 
population of thofe regions extremely ancient, though infinitely fhort 





of the fabulous ages fuppofed by the Hindoos. 

In our next chapter, by the help of better lights, we fhall treat with 

more certainty of the affairs of Hindoftin, while under the dominion 
of the Moguls; and then procced in our confiderations to the prefent 
{tate of the Bengal provinces, which have for fome time been a part of 
the Britifh territories. 
But many having of late perfuaded the public to believe, that we 
may fecurely rely on the paffive and refigned difpofition of the natives 
of the acquired countries, and the timid difpofition of Indians in ge- 
neral for our fecure poffelion of thofe provinces, it may be neceflary 
in this place to fhew fuch opinions to be erroneous; and that the pre- 
fervation of them muft depend more on our wifdom and juftice than 
on our military and maritime power. 

There can be no juft grounds for our fuppofing there have not at all 
times been people of valour in India. It is at this time well known, 
that many of the Indian powers have large and well-difciplined native 
armies of bath horfe and foot. So likewife the feapoys in the fervice of 
the Englifh Eaft India Company are brave, well-trained, and able-bo- 
died men. Perhaps no people have more diftinguifhed themfelves by 
fortitude and refolution, in a variety of fufferings, than the Eaft In- 
dians. The feverities of their voluntary religious penances are almoft 
incredible. They have frequently fubmitted to be maimed, nay would 
often die under torture, rather than difcover concealed wealth, to the 
ruin of their families. Even their very women, who live fequeftered 
from the world, and of courfe are unexperienced in fuch difficulties and 
misfortunes as ferve to fortify the mind and heart, or fuch diftrefles as 
will render life irkfome, or impel to defperation, often manifeft fuch 
fortitude as amazes Europeans but to hear of, in the horrid deaths 
which they voluntarily brave, of burning alive with the dead bodies of 
their hufbands in funeral fires. 

There are feveral nations in India, now living under diftin&t govern- 
ments of their own, who never were fubdued by the Moguls, though 
indeed moft of them at times have been their tributaries. They, how- 
ever, were never able to make the Marahtahs cither their fubjects or 
tributaries. 

Thefe people are governed by an ariftocracy of Rajahs of the Hin- 
doo religion, who for many ages have done more than defend them- 
felves, for they have impofed tributes on moft of their neighbours ; and 


ali 































8 CONSIDERATIONS 


at laft they even abliged the famous Mogul Aurengzebe to fubmit to 
the mortifying and difhonourable terms of paying them a Chout*, or 
annual tribute of the fourth part of the revenues of the Déckhan: fo 
that it might be faid, the emperor thereby not only acknowledged their 
independency of himfelf, but likewile their joint right of fovereignty 
with him over thofe provinces that produced the revenues out of which 
the Chout was paid. 

This Chout, or tribute was continued to be received by the Marahtahs 
from the Mogul even long after the revenues of the Déckhan provinces 
had ceafed to be paid into the royal t treafury at Dehly: for in the 
year | 1740, when the deputies of the Sahoo Rajah (King of Sittaral) 
arrived as ufual at Dehly to receive the Chour, they were told by the 
Mogna miniftry, ‘“ That Nader Shah had lately fo exhaufted the trea- 

‘ fury, that the Emperor was rendered utterly incapable of fatisfying 
“ their demands, the more efpecially as the revenues of the Bengal 
“ provinces had been withheld from the year 1738 by the rebellion of 
“« Allaverdy Khawn, who, in conjunction with his brother Hajee Ahmed, 
“ had ufurped the government of that fubahdary ; they requefting at 
‘* the fame time, that the deputies would entreat their mafter, in the 
‘¢ Emperor’s name, to fend an army of fufficient force to exact the 
“& amount of the Chout that was due to them, and alfo to take the heads 
“ of Allaverdy and his brother, and reftore the family of Sujah Khawn 
‘** to the fubahfhip ; as the diftracted ftate of the empire put it out of 
“ his power to fend a force {trong enough to reduce the two rebels.” 

Thus power was given to the Marahtahs by a real Mogul, upon the 
lofs of the Déckhan, to levy their tribute on the Bengal provinces, in 
lieu of what they had received as their Chout from the Déckhan reve- 
nues. But the truth was, the revenues of both Subahs were alike loft 
to the Mogul ; fo that his minifters may be fuppofed to have given fuch 
an aniwer merely to get rid of a troublefome demand, though even 
made without juftice. However, the Marahtahs accepted of the tranf- 
ferred pledge, with the fervice annexed to it, which had the appearance 
of giving them likewife a new title to their Chout ; and they accordingly 
proceeded to act from thofe powers for both purpofes. An army of 
eighty thoufand horfe was expeditioufly fent by them into the Bengal 
provinces, under the command of Bofkhar Pundit, who, after explain- 
ing the nature of his powers ||, demanded of the ufurper, Allaverdy 


* HoLWELL’s HISTORICAL Events, Part I. pages 104—107. + Isin. page 108, 
t+ IBID. pages 108 and 109, | IBID. page 113. 
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Khawn, *& Three years arrears of the Chout, the treafures of the two late 
s Subahdars, and that in future an officer of their own fhould have a 
s“ feat in every cutcherry throughout the provinces, to colleét the 
« fourth part of the revenues on their behalf.” 

Thefe demands being refufed with extreme indignation, preparations 
were of courfe made for a decifion by arms. The firft confequence of 
which was, that A//averdy found himfelf in fo dangerous a fituation, 
as, with twenty-five thoufand Patan and Bengal foldiers, to be neceffi- 
tated to force his way defperately through the whole Marahtah army, 
and make a fighting retreat from Burdwân to the oppofite fide of the 
river at Cutwah; which he effected in three days, with the lofs of all 
his men, except five-and-twenty hundred Patans and fifteen hundred of 
his Bengal forces. 

During the continuation of this war, which was to the latter end of 
the year 1747, one of the brothers, Hajee Ahmed, was put to death in 
a very cruel and ignominious manner. The other, A/laverdy Khawn, 
though not unfuccefSful in the field, after performing many extraordi- 
nary exploits, from immenfe profufions of blood and treafure, found it 
neceflary to purchafe peace of the Marahtahs with the ceffion of Cut- 
tack, and the payment of an annual Chout of * twelve lacks of rupees. 

The Englifh Eaft India Company have fince got poffeffion of Bengal, 
Bahar, and fo much of Orifla as had been preferved by the latter Na- 
bôbs ; and there have been negociations entered into by their fervants 
with the Marahtah Rajahs, particularly Janoogee and Ragoonaut Row, 
concerning the Chout ; the latter of whom, the Court of Directors were 
informed from their Prefident and Council in Bengal, under date of 
the 5th January 1768, had affembled an army at Berar; and, by dif- 
patches of the 29th of the following month they were farther advifed, 
that ** The Prefident, fince Mahomed Reza Khawn’s arrival in Calcutta, 
had, in conjunétion with that minifter, had feveral conferences with 
s the Marahtah Vakeel on the fubject, who aflured them, that his 
“< mafter would not liften to any accommodation for the cefon of Cut- 
** tack and confideration for the Chour, on any other terms than the 
s annual payment of F fixteen lacks of rupees, to be accounted for from 
“s the time the Company took charge of the Dewannee of thofe provinces, 
and the felećt Committee on their behalf, zo be guarantees for the Na- 
“< bob’s faithful performance of the treaty. In fupport of the propriety 
“ of thefe demands, he recited the promife made to his mafter by Mr. 
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* One hundred and fifty thoufand pounds fterling. 
t Two hundred thoufand pounds fterling, 
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Vanfittart, in the year 1763, of paying all arrears of the Chout, on 
condition that he did not join his forces to the troops of the Nabob 
Coffin Ally Khawn ; and laid much ftrefs upon the aflurance given 
him by Lord Clive, that whenever the treaty fhould be concluded 
with them, the aunual fum ftipulated for fhould commence from the time 
the Company were invefted with the Dewannee of the provinces. After 
many debates the Vakeel confented, with affurances of his matfter’s 
concurrence alfo, that the rents which have been colleéted in Orifla 
during the above period fhould be fet againft the annual arrears 
which he demanded. 

‘© By fuch an agreement,” (proceed the Governor and Council) 
and a proper examination of their accounts, the arrears will be con- 
fiderably diminifhed ; and although we muft expect, from the di- 
{tracted ftate of the Marahtah government, that they have not col- 
leéted the whole amount of the revenues of that province, yet we 
have reafon to believe, that under your government, and the imme- 
diate infpe@tion of your fervants, they may in time amount to, if 
not exceed the annual tribute demanded. 

« As this was a matter which we deemed of the higheft importance, 
fo it has engaged our moft ferious attention: when we confider the 
many benefits which muft naturally refult from thus uniting the Com- 
pany’s territories on the coaft with your valuable poffeffions in Bengal, 
a {tep which will complete the chain of your influence and dominions, 
from the banks of the Caramnaffa to the fartheft extremity of the coaft of 
Choromandel, a meafure that muft tend fo greatly to the prefervation 
of both fettlements, by the mutual fupport which at all times it will 
enable them to give to each other; the removing at once every pre- 
tence of the Marahtahs for difturbing the peace and tranquillity of 
thefe provinces, and the fhock it will give to their ftrength and 
power, whenever it may be found neceflary to feparate ío principal 
a member as Fanoogee ; who, during the whole courfe of his nego- 
ciations, has exprefled an earneft defire to enter into an offenfive 
and defenfive alliance with us: all thefe confiderations having been 
attentively weighed and debated in Committee, we refolved to ac- 
quiefce in the propofals of the Vakeel, and to bring the treaty to as 
fpeedy a conclufion as poffible: the Prefident has accordingly figni- 
fied our affent in a letter to Fanoozee, and has requefted of the Na- 
bôb to agree to it on his part.” 

Thus we fee negociations were long ago on the carpet betwcen the 


Marahtahs and the Englifh Eaft India Company, not only for the re- 
eftablifhment of their Chout, or tribute, but even for the payment of 
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arrears from the time of our acquiring thofe territories. What has been 
farther done in thefe matters we pretend not to fay; but we know it is 
faid in India, and has been /ate/y written from thence hither, that there 
are important points which the Marahtahs have in view, ana that they 
will perfevere in the purfuit of them. 

The Marahtahs are in poffeflion of a very extenfive country, and 
their hufbandmen and manufacturers are on their military, or rather 
militia-eftablifhment. Being all bred to arms, and heretofore entirely 
cavalry, they are enterprifing from long practice, and ever ready to 
march out of their country to ravage the territories of, or impofe 
tributes on their neighbours, or for any other purpofe. Being fero- 
cious and rapacious, they are naturally cruel; infomuch that they 
maim * and murder as well as fpoil, and often torture to extort difco- 
veries, when they think treafures are concealed. 

It has already been fhewn they long ago were very formidable; but 
they are grown much more fo of late. In their expedition already 
mentioned again{ft A//averdy Khawn, in the year 1742, they almoft 
inftantly marched an army of f eighty thoufand horfe into the Bengal 
provinces ; the remains of which being neceflitated to retire the next 
year into their own country, two more armies, each of { fixty thou- 
{fand horfe, were directly fent on the fame fervice; and their point was 
at laft carried. What they have long proved themfelves by practice, 
they are now univerfally acknowledged to be, by far the moft powerful 
of all the Hindoo nations. They have fhewn they are greatly an over- 
match for Hyder Ally ; and as of late years they have been forming an 
infantry, which muit be a regular force, fhould they make it but to- 
lerably numerous and well difciplined, they will be foon able at any 
time to {well their numbers to what degree they pleafe, as there are || 
fuppofed to be no lefs than one fourth part of the natives of Hindoftan, 
taking the country throughout, that are foldiers of fortune; who, 
from ill pay and difcontent, will be ever ready to join them in any 
undertaking § from which advantage can be hoped; fo that a great mi- 
litary power in India may at any time be foon formed: it fhould there- 


* See HoOLWELL’s HISTORICAL Events, Part I. pages 134 and 136. 

+ IBID. page 110. 

T Iprp. page 136. 

| Dow’s HinNposTAN, Vol. II. page 402, fecond edition. 

§ This hath been the real cafe for ages paft, whenever the Marahtahs made fudden expeditions for 
plunder. It appears by no means improbable, that the very terms now in general ufe, of Marauder 
and Marauding, are derived from the Marahtah name, as they are exprefflive of Marahtah practice ; 
efpecially as the Portugueze grofs term of reproach, Maroto, which may be conftrued to mean a 
{turdy, defperate vagrant, appears to have been an early corrupt importation from the coaft of 
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fore be hoped, that the ruling powers in this kingdom will be always 
greatly on their guard, left an ignorant or iniquitous adminiftration of 
power in India fhould facrifice advantages that may be but ill eftimated 
at prefent here, but which might be foon made of the utmoft import- 
ance to the {ftate. 

No rational doubt can be entertained, from the plunders and mi- 
feries which they have experienced from frequent changes of matters, 
and the entire want of legal protection and juftice, but that all the moft 
valuable people in the Bengal provinces, who are the hufbandmen and 
manufacturers, would quietly fubmit to any government that had but 
the virtue to treat them with htimanity, and patiently labour on, fo 
long as they find themfelves able by their induitry to fubfitt. But when- 
ever that end can be no longer obtainable by fuch means, they muft 
and certainly will feek refuge from intolerable mifery by any kind of 
defperation. 

The fingle objeét which an opprefled people ever have in view, is to 
free themfelves by any means from the prefent tyranny which they 
fuffer, with trufting to chance for whatever may follow: and we fhould 
be extremely weak to fuppofe the people of Bengal can ever want in- 
ftigators to, or fupporters in a revolt. Thofe pofleflions are envied 
Great Britain alike by the powers of Europe and Afia; who will not 
{cruple, either feparately or conjointly, by any means whatever, to de- 
prive her of acquifitions of fuch infinite importance. 

Thus evidently doth it appear, that there is a native-power. now in 
India which may be confidered as great, and at this very time ex- 
tremely formidable to the Company; being mafters of a great part of 
India, and by late acquifition in actual pofleflion of the greater part of 
Oriffa, which they now hold as a pledge, and which, to be re-obtained, 
muft in effect be purchafed by the payment of arrears; and the Com- 
pany’s fervants muft likewife be fureties for the payment of an annual 
tribute in future of two hundred thoufand pounds, only becaufe demanded 
of them by a neighbouring Indian nation. 

Such is the prefent ftate of the Britifh dominions in Bengal, entrufted 
to the care of the Eaft India Company, whofe government there is ren- 

ered hateful to the natives by oppreffions, has occafionéd defertions of 
many of the people, is in general odious in India, difgufting to and 
envied by many of the powers of Europe, and tyrannical in the extreme 
towards their refident fellow-fubjects: from all which circumftances, 
let the impartial and judicious be judges of the degree of fecurity the 
{tate can have in thofe poffeflions, fhould oppreffive conduct and ill po- 
licy be longer fuffered to prevail. 





ae 






J): 
P) 


ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 





CHAP. It. 


On THE MOGUL EMPIRE BEFORE THE INVASION oF 
NADER SHAH. 





“CEMOOR BEG, otherwife called Toemoor Lung, or Tamerlane, 

invaded Hindoftan about the 1397th year of Chrift, or the Sooth 

of the Higerah, where he was guilty of abundant ravages and murders; 
but foon retired to his own country, and never vifited India more. 

It was not till about the year 1525, that Baber, one of his defcendants, 
got poffeffion of Dehly, feated himfelf on the throne of Hindoftan, and 
properly eftablifhed the Mogul empire in India; the duration of which 
has not much exceeded two hundred years, with various degrees of for- 
tune, figure, and profperity. 

The principles of the Mogul government were however fo moderate 
and mild, that while the empire did continue to flourifh, it certainly 
muft have been more owing to the prejudices and peculiarities of the 
people, than to any faults in their rulers, that they did not grow power- 
ful in proportion to their profperity. As the court of Dehly always ap- 
peared ready to give every kind of encouragement to the commercial 
intercourfes of other nations with the natives of Hindoftan, we may 
reafonably fuppofe they would have been equally ready to favour any 
commerce, which their own fubjects had difcovered an inclination to 
profecute with diftant countries, efpecially as all {cruples of a religious 
nature muft have been entirely out of the queftion: for the Chriftian 
could not have been more offenfive than the Hindoo religion to a Ma- 
homedan government. But indeed it does not appear, that they ever 
much concerned themfelves about the religion either of their own In- 
dian fubjects, or of thofe who traded with them. All people who went 
to deal in India found welcome and indulgence from the Sovereigns of 
the country: from which practice we may infer, that they would as 
willingly have encouraged a fpirit of commerce as of manufacturing, in 
the natives of India; to which they probably had not unfrequently 
been inyited by the fovereigns of many other countries. Such was at 
leaft the cafe with refpect to England; for both Queen Elizabeth and 
her fucceffor did give them fuch encouragement. And as fuch would 
have been the beft means that could be devifed for eftablifhing in their 
country a maritime power, which muft equally have added to their po- 
litical importance and national ftrength, (both of which were always 
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favourite objects to Mahomedan governments) they would from policy 
have been inclined to favour fuch undertakings. And we may the 
more readily fuppofe them capable of comprencending a fyftem of policy 
like this, as we know their right ideas cf the advantages refulting from 
manufacturing induced them to give every encouragement to the prac- 
tice, even in fome inftances confiderably to the leffening of their own 
revenues by fo doing. 

The lands of Hindoftan were principally the property of the Moguls, 
and almoft the whole of their income arcfe from the rents of them; the 
reft of their revenues confifting of little elfe than a few low-rated port 
and inland duties. Yet fo very attentive were they always to the ma- 
nufacturing intereft, and of courfe to the welfare and profperity of 
their people, that in the profperous times of the Mogul government the 
rents of their lands were always kept extremely low; though of late 
years the rates* of them may at leaft be fuppofed to have doubled. 
The ancient laws of Hindoftan indeed prohibited any advancement of 
the rents of the lands on thofe who really occupied them; nor could 
the agreements be violated that were made with fuch tenants, fo long 
as they continued the regular payment of their rents: which furely may 
be confidered as remarkable inftances of royal attention to the welfare 
of the ftate, the happinefS and effectual protection of the people, and 
of extraordinary moderation in a government that was defpotic, efpe- 
cially in fo interefting an object as that of the revenue, and even the 
principal part of it: for thofe rents were made to anfwer almoft every 
purpofe of taxation for fupporting the cftablifhments of a fplendid court 
and great empire. Such was the wife and benignant internal policy, 
and fuch were the humane and juft laws of the Mogul government. 

By fuch judicious regulations, provifions were rendered cheap; and 
as there were no kinds of burthenfome levies on the people of Hin- 
doftan, the rates of all labour were confequently very low ; fo that ma- 
nufactures were thereby made fo favourable in prices, that they forced 
their own fale in the remoteft regions of the globe ; which caufed fuch 
treafures to ftream from all quarters into thofe countries that produced 
them, as kept Hindoftain enriched, beyond comparative example in the 
records of time. A quick fucceffion, however, of rapacious matters 
































# See a LETTER from Mr. SyKEs to the SELECT COMMITTEE at CALCUTTA, N XXXIX. in 
the APPENDIX, page 140. And likewife Mr. HoLwEeLL’s LETTER to the BOARD of DIRECTORS 
in LONDON. Dated December 1765. Historica EvENtTs, Part I. page 222, &c. 

It may be proper juft to mention here what will bc enlarged on hereafter; that there were two ways 
of paying thofe rents, according to flipula.rions. One by a fixed value in moncy, as rent is now paid 
in this kingdom; the other by a part of the products of lands, paid in money, according to the rates 
of the markets when due. 
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fince, with a total change of policy and practice, have of late years 
been as rapidly impoverithing thofe countries again. 

So likewifle, in order to encourage the purchafe of fuch manufactures, 
thofe Princes manifefted equal wifdom and generofity in granting to 
foreign traders their royal firmauns * of exemption from the payment 
of all duties; which was leffening another branch of the revenue, for 
the generous purpofe of promoting public profperity, and the reverie of 
what was ever practifed either by ignorance or tyranny. 

It muft then have been the fault of the Hindoo people, and not of 
their Mahomedan government, that India did not many ages paft figure 
as much in commerce abroad as in manufacturing at home; and fhe 
would thereby not only have acquired the valuable arts of the weftern 
nations, of many of which fhe is yet much in want, but likewife what 
would have been above all, probably fuch maritime power f as might 
have effectually protected her againft any nation on that element. 


But 


* Exemptions from fuch duties, to favoura beneficial trade that was carried on by foreigners, were 
certainly wife meafures; as were likewife the fixing of low import-duties on things neceffary or ufe- 
ful; and more efpecially when they ferved to promote a mutual traffic which, upon the whole, had 
been experienced to be extremely profitable. But on the contrary, nothing can be more abfurd than 
to value a trade, however lofing on the balance, for the import-duties, or internal taxes which it is 
made to occafion confumers to pay; beeaufe direct or indireét national profit fhould be the only public 
end in view, from either profecuting or encouraging any kind of foreign commerce. 

Yet it has not been uncommon to hear the value of the India trade of this kingdom eftimated by 
the duties and taxes which government has been enabled to levy on fuch commodities, imported from 
Afta to be confumed in this country; which is judging contrary to every principle of found policy. 
Suppofe, for example, we paid yearly a million balance to India, for tea, coffee, callicoes, muflins, 
wrought filks, and other articles of luxury which we could well do without, in order to enable go- 
vernment annually to raife two millions by taxes on the people; government would, in fuch cafe, be 
actually purchafing thole powers of taxation at fifty per cent. lofs to the fate, befides injuring the in- 
duftry of the nation in an equal degree: for manufactures to anfwer all the purpofes of thofe fo im- 
ported, and even coffee, might be produced in the Britifh dominions. As for tea, we had better 
not confume it at all; becaufe it is expenfive in the purchafe, and many ways hurtful in its ufe. 
It fhould therefore be thought the reverfe of gcod policy to encourage unneceffary, or pernicious im- 
ports, merely for the fake of the duties and taxes on them which are paid by confumers at home; 
becaufe fo much as the people are able to pay to government might be drawn from them by means that 
would neither prove hurtful to themfelves, or injurious to the itate. 

In like manner, fince this nation has acquired immenfe territories in India, which muft conftitu- 
tionally be the property of the ftate, it is trange policy to fuffer annual revenues of feveral millions to be 
there made fublervient to a branch of national trade which is profecuted under a direétion that muft 
be incompetent for good government, and is without {uficient power for the protection of extenfive 
dominions. The revenues and prefervation of large, populous and wealthy provinces are now with 
regard to India, the great objects of this country, and not the concerns of a company of natives and 
foreigners, who are carrying on a trade that is in many ways hurtful, and may, upon the whole, be like- 
wife a lofing one to the kingdom. 

+ Had there been ever any material maritime ftrength in India, which would really have been cons 
trary to the genius of that country, it muft have been impofflible for the Portugueze either to have 
acquired or kept poffeffion of the territories which they fo long held in Hindoftan; for they were al- 
ways in a ftate of religious war with the natives, and never able to fupport a confiderable navy. And 
yet, that they did lofe their fuperiority in Afia at laft, was in no degree owing to any peun _ the 
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But fo entirely did the principles and manners of the Hindoos pre- 
vent their vifiting foreign countries, that, not only all their diftant ma- 
ritime commerce, but even their traffic by caravans from the back parts 
of their own country, together with moft of their coafting, and much 
of their inland trade, were profecuted by foreigners: to which caufes 
muft have been greatly owing their weaknefs in paft times, and their 
prefent miferable fubjugation to a body of the trading fubjects of one of 
the moft diftantly-firuated potentates on the globe. Indeed a free in- 
tercour{e with remote countries would not have lefs tended to ftrengthen 
them as a military than a maritime power, becaufe all the great im- 
provements which, in late ages, have been made in the art of war, 
were of European invention, as hath likewife been the cafe with refpect 
to other ufeful arts. 

To the peculiar religious principles and confequent referved manners 
of the people, therefore, may be attributed the continual weaknefs of 
Hindoftan ; and to the excefs of their extreme defpotifm has been owing 
the inftability of their governments. Tyranny was never long fecure 
in any country but Germany; and there, by compact, it has been ren- 
dered conftitutional: a confederacy of military defpots having engaged 
to be the fupporters of each other. 

Wealth in other countries is ufually confidered as the foundation of 
power; but in Hindoftan it has proved otherwife: it has there rather 
been the fource of weaknefs. The very idea of defpotifm with riches, is 
apt to occafion indolence: and with great delegated power fervants 
foon grow to be mafters of thofe whom they appear to obey; of which 
the Hiftory of Hindoftan abounds with ftriking examples. But that the 
Mogul empire, in the days of its fplendor, was one of the moft extenfive 
and rich that the world has ever known, was always believed, and of 
late has been made evident by many writers, from indifputable au- 
thorities. 

The moft authentic account that has been publifhed of the revenues 
of this empire, while in its flourifhing ftate before the invafion of Nader 
Shah, is of the reign of the Emperor Aurengzebe *, who died in the year 
1707; when the annual revenues are {pecified to have amounted to 





Indians, but to their fubjugation to Spain, with which nation the Dutch were then defperately con- 

tending even for exiftence as a peopie. Perhaps the grcate{t maritime power ever belonging to Hin- 

doftan was that of Angria, who (as Grofe informs us in his voyage to India, page 130.) had the pre- 

{umption to demand a yearly tribute of twelve lacks of rupees, or an hundred and fifty thoufand 

pounds flerling, from the Englifh Company, to let their fhips pafs unmolefted : and yet we faw his 

bag ear very {pecdily and effectually deftroyed during the late war, by Admiral Watfon, with 
ut few fhics. 


* See Mr. JaMEs FRAsER’s History of the MocuL EMPERORS, page 35. 
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thirty-feven millions, feven hundred twenty-four thoufand, fix hundre: 
and fifteen pounds fterling *, the Sibahs, or greater governments being 
rated as follows. 

















Subahs. Dams. Pounds fterling. 
Dehly i,221,950,337 3,818,594 3 6 
Apra 1,146,760,1 57 2,582,625 10 O 
Azmeer 652,345,362 2,038,579 5 © 
Ilahabad 456,543,248 5,426,697 13 0 
Panjab 826,132,107 2,581,66r 16 8 
Audih, or Owd 322,327,829 1,007,274 TO Oo 
Multan 214,442,936 670,134 3 6 
Cabool 161,039,354 503,248 00 
Cafhmeer 22959115397 FIC,473 2. 4 
Guzerat 607,849,135 1,899,529 3 6 
BENGAL 524,636,240 L.1,639,488 50 
BAHA’R 407,161,000 1,272,378 2 6 

2,911,866 7 6 

ORISSA 142,820,000 446,312 10 © 3,358,178 I7 6 
Scind 91,816,810 286,927 10 O 
Dowlatabad 1,034,945,100 35234,203 9 0 
Malva 403,901,658 14262,t92 23 6 
Berar 614,025,000 1,918,828 2 6 
Khandeifh 448,630,000 1,401,969 00 
Bedr 374,074,370 I1,165,545 Gc ©Ọ 
Hyderabad 1,I1I 3,360,000 35479,:250 O O 
Vizapore I,078,305,000 35369;703 2 6 

Dams f 12,071,876,840 L. Sterling 37,724,615 2 6 











Every perfon well acquainted with Hindoftan will allow, if the above 
fum found its way into the King’s treafury at Dehly, that it may, with 
great moderation, be admitted, twice that fum at leaft was colleéted from 
the tenants, or hufbandmen, as will be made to appear evident to the 


* In the account of the embafly of Captain William Hawkins to Dehly, it appears the yearly reve- 
nue of the Mogul, Shah Seleem, fon and fucceffor of the great Akbur, in the year 1610, was rated 
at fifty millions fterling ; and Sir Thomas Roe, another of King James’s ambaffadors to the Mogul, 
afterwards confirmed that eftimation: but the provinces which were then poffeffed by the Mogul are 
not enumerated. See Parchas’s Pilgrimes, printed at London 1625 and 1626. 

t The land revenues were computed at the court of Dehly by dams, which are here reckoned, ac- 
cording to Mr. Frafer, at forty for each ftandard, or ficca rupee, and each rupee at two fhillings 


and fix pence. 
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reader in a following chapter, which will treat of the revenues and me- 
thods of collecting them in thofe countries. 

Mr. Holwell, formerly Governor of Bengal *, aflerts, that ‘* the re- 
‘© venues of the lands are very nearly in a quadruple proportion to 
«s the rents of them.” Weare therefore certainly fecure in eftimating 
them at only half that value; by which calculation we have the fum 
given us of upwards of feventy-five millions four hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling, for the annual produce of the farmed lands of the Mo- 
sul empire in Hindoftan about the year 1707. 

In further proof of the late grandeur of this empire, it will not be 
foreign to our purpofe to put the reader in mind of fome circumftances, 
as related by others f, attending Nader Shah’s invafion of Dehly about 
the beginning of the year 1739. 

The throne of the then emperor, Mahomed Shah, known through- 
out Hindoftan by the name of Tuk/te-Taoes, or the Peacock Throne, as 
taken by that invader, was valued at tem crores of rupees, or about 
twelve millions and a half fterling ; which, together with the other re- 
galia, treafure, and valuables that Nader and his nobles carried away 
with them, amounted, in the whole, to no lefs than from feventy to 
eighty millions fterling. The computation of the damage otherwife 
done to the capital and its inhabitants on this occafion would fcarcely 
be believed, if it was not fo well vouched by Mr. Frafer in his tranfla- 
tion of Mirza Zuman of Dehly’s very particular journal of the tranf- 
actions of that period, and alfo by the concurrent teftimonies of many 
reputable perfons ftill living in Hindoftan. 

The foregoing particulars, it is hoped, will be deemed fufficient for 
our prefent purpofe of fhewing, in a compendious view, what have 
been the revenues and fplendor of this empire, even at fo late a period 
of time as hath been mentioned. If any one would wifh to fee a more 
particular account of the riches and magnificence of the court of Dehly, 
when in its profperity, let him read the accounts of Monfieur Bernier i. 
who was an eye-witnefs of what he relates of Aurengzebe’s court. 

With refoect to the ftate of juftice in the Hindoo governments, we 
might be induced to form the moft romantic notion of it from the inge- 
nious performance of the writer before quoted, who, from having been 
many years in the Eaft India Company’s fervice, and for fome time their 





* HIsTORICAL EVENTS, Part I. page 219. 

+ See Dow’s Hi1NposTavn, the firft edition, page 26 of the Æppendix : and ORME’s INDOSTAN, 
page 23 of the Differtation. See allo LETTRES EDIFIANTES, Paris edition 1741, Vol. 25, pages 
444, 452, &c. 

t VoxyaGEs de Francois BERNIER, printed at 4mfferdam 1699. 
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Governor in Bengal, might reafonably be fuppofed to have had good in- 
telligence. Speaking of Biffexpore, the dominions of Gopaul Sing, a 
Rajah to the weftward of Burdwan, who was then faid to have pre- 
ferved the antient independence of his country, Mr. Holwell fays *, 
‘ In this diftrict are the only veftiges of the beauty, purity, piety, re- 
‘“ gularity, equity, and ftrictnefs of the ancient Hixdoffin government. 
‘s Here the property as well as the liberty of the people are inviolate. 
s< Here no robberies are heard of, either private or public: the traveller, 
‘“ either with or without merchandize, on his entering this diftrict, be- 
‘ comes the immediate care of the government, which allots him guards, 
‘ without any expence, to conduct him from ftage to ftage; and 
‘* thefe are accountable for the accommodation of his perfon and ef- 
E fects,” Gee. Gre. 

But whatever may have been the ancient ftate of that country, there 
are others in England who have long refided in many parts of India, 
and do not remember ever to have feen in any part of Modern Hindo/ftan, 
which they have traverfed, fo much as one example of fuch purity of 
manners as this gentleman here mentions; though, from evidence that 
fhould be thought indifputable, it may be admitted, that there is no 
reafon to think the natives of Hindoftan have not in former times been 
as virtuous and happy as any people whomfover. 

With regard to later times, another modern writer on this fubject, 
affures us f, ‘* that the laws of Hindoftan were wifely inftituted as bar- 
‘“ riers again{ft oppreffion, and continued in force until the invafion of 
Nader Shah ; till when there was fcarce a better adminiftered govern- 
‘ ment in the world. The manufactures, commerce, and agriculture 
** flourifhed exceedingly ; and none felt the hand of opprefiion, but 
thofe who were dangerous by their wealth or power. For, ¢i/l within 
thefe very few years, merchants were no where better protected, nor 
more at their eafe than under this government: nor is there a part of 
the world where arts and agriculture have been more cultivated, of 
which the vaft plenty and variety of manufaétures, and the rich mer- 
‘ chants were proofs fufficient.” 

During the Mogul government, though they had no laws in Hin- 
doftan like Englifh acts of parliament, they had various books, written 
by learned and religious men, containing collections of the Mahomedan 
immemorial ufages and cuftoms, founded on reafon and the Koran, 
which, as in other countries, may be properly called their civil and 
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* HOLWELL’s HISTORICAL EVENTS, Part I. pages 198 and 199. 


+ Dn mi SCRAFTON’s Reflestions on the Government of Hindoftan. Printed 1770, pages 24, 
25 and 26. 
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religious laws; particularly thofe written, or compiled by Baha al Deen 
Mahomed Aumly, Malek Shafee, Hanbal, and Abul Hancefa; by 
which the officers of the government were ufually guided in their deci- 
fions. In caíes not capital or criminal, where Hindoos, or Gentoos alone 
were concerned, particularly in affairs of their cafts, or tribes, which 
are of the moft confequence to Hindoos, the matters (excepting 
where the Mahomedan Governor or the Kazy were more than ordinarily 
bigotted) were generally left to their own Brahmins to be decided ac- 
cording to their Shaftrés, or ancient Scriptures, of which, as before 
ablerved, we have but litthe knowledge ; and, upon decifion, a certain 
duty or fine was levied for the government. 

The tenacioufnefs of the Hindoos to their own ancient cuftoms forced 
the new comers to this expedient ; for as, on the one hand, it was im- 
poilible that Mahomedans could conform to the euftoms of the Hindoos, 
fo, on the other, it was equally impoflible for the Hindoos, from the pe- 
culiarities of their own civil and religious conftitution, to adopt the 
manners and cuftoms of the Mahomedans, or to receive thofe invaders 
into their cafts or tribes. But whatever expedient might have been 
adopted to leflen the great confufion and diforder which muft naturally 
have been introduced on the mixture of two nations fo widely different 
in every religious and political fentiment, it is certain, as we may 
judge from prefent experience, that nothing could prevent therefrom 
a corruption of manners. 

All the offices and forms of government at the Court of Hindoftin, 
during the empire cof the Moguls, have ever been imitations of the 
Perfian, as the names of them evince; to the keeping up of which, 
the conftant ingrefs of adventurers from that kingdom, who generally 
met with a favourable reception at Dehly, muft greatly have contri- 
buted. Thofe, therefore, who are defirous of knowing what the Hin- 
doftan government, as inftituted by the Moguls, fhould be, if the ori- 
ginal were well imitated, may fee it in the Chevaljer Chardin’s * very 
particular account of Perfia. 

Hindofidn is in many places greatly favoured by nature for commer- 
cial advantages ; and the provinces of BENGAL, which are the more 
immediate objects of our confiderations, above all others. This Sûbah 
of the empire, which was emphatically ftiled by the Emperor Aureng- 
zebe, The Paradife of Nations, {pontaneoufly produces, in great abun- 
dance, almoft every thing requifite for the fupport and even high enjoy- 
ment of mankind. No country can,be better watered, by a variety of 


* Voyages en Perfe, du Chevalier Chardin. 
confiderable 
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confiderable ftreams falling into or from the great rivers Pudda and 
Brimhaputre, which render the inland navigation very extenfive and 
convenient for the purpofes of tradet- This great facility of obtaining. 
water, and the natural fertility of the foil, every where affifted by the 
periodical rains from May to September, render the cultivation of the 
earth an inviting tafk, and fo eafy, as to afford the hufbandman great 
leifure for application even to the arts of manufacturing. 

Dehly, without the aid of filver or gold mines, was in her times of 
pro{perity a receptacle into which the gold and filver of the greateft 
part of the world had been flowing by regular channels for ages, till 
foreign invaders interrupted its courfes. This great influx of wealth 
was owing, firt, to the extraordinary fruitfulnefs of the de- 
pendent dominions; fecondly, to the fober induftry of the inhabi- 
tants, either applied to agriculture, which was greatly encouraged, or 
to manufacturing thofe commodities which have for many ages been in 
efteem ‘throughout the world; and thirdly, to the ftrong protection 
that was granted to merchants. 

The encouragement of foreign and domeftic trade was more particu- 
larly neceffary in the Subah of Bengal, which, not containing mines of 
diamonds, gold, or filver, depended folely upon its manufactories for 
that very large balance of trade in its favour which alone could enable it 
to pay fo confiderable a tribute, as hath been fhewn, annually to the court 
of Dehly. Accordingly, as Mr. Scrafton hath expreffed it, ‘* zili of 
‘© late years,” inconceivable numbers of merchants, from all parts of 
Afia in general, as well as from the reft of Hindoftin in particular, fome- 
times in bodies of many thoufands at atime, were ufed annually to re- 
fort to Bengal with little elfe than ready money, or bills, to purchafe the 
produce of thofe provinces. The caufes and effects of the unfortunate 
failure of fuch commerce fince, will hereafter be made appear. 


+ The Indians of Bengal formerly carried on a confiderable trade by fea, and had fome fort of 
maritime power, as we read in many parts of Purchas’s Collection; particularly, in the year 1607, 
an account is given of a fleet from the King of Bengal having invaded the Maldivia Iflands. It is moft 
probable that this fleet was compofed only of coafting boats, fuch as are ftill built in fome parts of the 
Bay. But whatever might be the ftate of fuch navies heretofore, it is certain that the Indians have 
not figured in the maritime way fince the Portugueze found their way among them round the Cape 
of Good Hope. However, the late Angria whom we have before mentioned, at Gheria on the Coaft 
of Malabar, gave many fignal proofs of what might be done, even by an Indian navy, in Indian 
feas, under the direétion of only one able man ; and our Eaft India Company may perhaps repent the 
furrender of that port, which they fo imprudently and eafily gave up to the Marahtahs. 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. L 


On the Srare of HINDOSTAN, fince the total SUBVERSION 
of the EMPIRE; and the prefent condition of the PRINCE 
whom we now call the GREAT MOGUL *. 


FTER the picture exhibited in the preceding chapter, nothing 
can afford a more ftriking example of the inftability of human 
power than the contraft which will appear in this. 

From authors who have particularly treated of this fubject, it is too 
well known to need being enlarged upon here, that after the invafion 
of Nader Shah, in the year 1739, an imbecility fucceeded, which foon 
difmembered the empire, under the then Emperor Mahomed Shah. 
Every Subahdar, or governor of a province, regardlef{s of the Firmauns 
from the Court of Dehly f, fet up for himfelf, and muderers and 
ufurpers foon abolifhed all laws and eftablifhed ufages, and fpread de- 
vaftation and mifery throughout the empire. ‘* The {country was 
** now torn to pieces by civil wars, and groaned under every fpecies 
“< of domeftic confufion. Villainy was practifed in every form; all 
“ law and religion were trodden under foot; the bands of private 
s friendfhips and connections, as well as of fociety and government, 
“‘ were broken, and every individual, as if amidft a foreft of wild 
beafts, could rely upon nothing but the ftrength of his own arm.” 
From the time of the Emperor Aurengzebe, there had been many 
princes of the blood kept in prifon at Dehly; from whence, in fuc- 
ceeding times, they were fometimes taken out and raifed to nominal dig- 
nities, only to be made ufe of upon occafion, as the ufurpers found 
convenient § for their own ambitious views; and in this imbecile ftate 





* We make ufe of this title as being beft known in Europe, though it appears to have been adopted 
on no other authority than that of the French miffionaries, who, in the firft publications of their 
travels to the Eaft, have been pleafed to ftile him The Grand Mogul. There is not the fanétion of any 
authority for it, from any appellation or title at any time given this monarch in the empire, where he 
is called fimply Shah, or Padfhah, in Perfian meaning King. 

+ The Moguls have at different times refided at other favourite cities, as Azmeer, Canouge, Agra, 


and Fettehpoor; but the rites of coronation have been always performed at Dehly, as well as in gene- 
ral all acts of government. Purchas. 


t+ Dow’s HINDOSTAN. Appendix, page 57. 

§ The Hindoftanners have had frequent examples in Perfia of this treatment of kings for private 
purpofes fince the time of Nader Shah. See LETTRES EDIFIANTES, Vol. 28, page 227. Ina 
letter from Pere Grimod, dated at Ifpahan the 20th Auguft 1750, ‘* Depuis la mort de Nader Chah, 
* il y aeu cing Rois, trois ont été maflacrés, le quatrieme aveuglé, le cinquieme a été proclamé de- 
‘“ puis peu. C’eftun enfant. Il n’a été fait Roi, dit on, que pour la môntre et pour donner occafion 
** a ceux qui l’obfedent de tirer des fommes confiderables des villes éloignées.” 
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of the government, the Emperors themfelves became the tools of their 
own traiterous officers. Thus the Omrah Gazi al Deen Khawn, who 
was Bickfhy of the empire, or paymafter of the troops, in the year 
1753, dethroned his mafter the Emperor Ahmed Shah, who was the 
fon and fucceffor of the before-mentioned Mahomed Shah; from which 
pericd the Mogul empire with the greateft propriety may be confidered 
as totally fubverted and not exifting. From that time, whatever pretend- 
ers there have been to the title, there has been properly no Emperor; 
almoft all the provinces which were then tributary to Dehly having been 
difunited, and become fo many feparate, independent governments. 

The rebellious Omrah Gazi al Deen Khawn, after dethroning his 
Sovereign, fent him to prifon, where the feveral other Princes of the 
royal blood were alfo kept confined; and he afterwards obliged a fur- 
geon who had been long in the Emperor’s fervice, named Yacoob Jan, 
and who is now retained in the employ of Mahomed Reza Khawn at 
Murfledabad, to put out his Majefty’s eyes. 

At the very time this rebel put out his mafter’s eyes, he took another 
Prince, named Yaz al Deen, out of prifon, whom he placed nominally 
upon the throne of Dehly, by the name of Allum Gueer ; and after 
having ufed this Prince as an inftrument till he found him grow trouble- 
fome, he then laid a mere for him, and fome time in the month of De- 
cember 1759, had him affaffinated. 

After the mur er of Allum Gueer, the ambitious Gazi al Deen Khawn 
took another Prince out of prifon, and placed him in like manner on 
the throne of Dehly, by the name of Shah Jehan; but the ambitious 
views of this traitor being defeated on the invafion of the Dehly pro- 
vinces, engaged in by the Marahtahs in the year 1761, he then thought 
fit to retire from the fcene of public villany, and ficd into the country 
of the Jates. 

The mock Emperor Shah Jehan, having fat in fhadowy greatnefs but 
a few weeks on the throne of Dehly, was fuddenly depofed and again 
imprifoned by the conquering Marahtahs, who in his ftead placed on the 
throne, JEwANn Buxurt the eldeft fon of ALLY Gonar, another prince 
of the line of Tamerlane, whom Gazi al Deen had, among the reft, kept 
a {tate prifoner. This Prince, ALLY Gonar, who is the eldeft fon of 
the before-mentioned Ailum Gueer, is the fame whom the Enghfh Eatt 
India Company afterwards created EMPEROR OF HINDOSTAN. 

Akhmet Abdalla, chief of the nation now called Durannies or Ab- 
dallas, a native of Candahar, who had raifed himfeif from being a 
Chubdar of Nader Shah’s, and, in the confufion which enfued upon 

Nader’s 
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Nad-+r’s death, had ufurped all the northern provinces ceded to Perfia by 
Matiomed Shah, was at this time grown very powerful. He had already 
once invaded Hindoftan, and fought feveral battles with the Marahtahs, 
with whom the contention in faét was, who fhould place a King on the 
throne of Dehly, as a tool of their own. Upon his {fecond invafion of 
Dehly he gave them a total overthrow, on the 8th of February 1760: 
but was pleafed to confirm the appointment made by the Marahtahs of 
the young Jewan Bukht to the throne, now circumicribed in authority 
to the provinces of Dehly ; and after fettling the annual tribute to be 
paid by the young nominal King, for the provinces thus conferred upon 
him, and putting him under the guardianfhip of a Rohilla Chief, one of 
his own creatures, named Nigib al Dowlah, Abdalla returned to his 
own country. 

In the mean while, that is, fome time in the year 1758, the before- 
mentioned Prince, ALLY GOHAR, had found means to efcape from 
the prifon in which he and feveral brothers had been born, at Dehly; 
and it was his good fortune at laft to fall into better hands than his pre- 
deceffors had done, thofe of the Englifh Eaft India Company. But it 
was not, however, till after the unfortunate Prince had received many 
rebuffs, and experienced various calamities, that the Englifh Company 
condefcended to create him their GRAND MOGUL. 

After his efcape from prifon, he led a vagrant kind of life for about 
nine months, till he was drawn into a fnare by the famous Gazi al Deen, 
and again confined. By an act of gallantry he freed himfelf from this 
fecond confinement, and fought refuge with a Marahtah Chief, named 
Ittul Row, who protected him for fome months, plundering the country 
in his name. Tired of his fituation with this Chief, he next betook him- 
fell to the before-mentioned Rohilla Chief, Nigib al Dowlah, at Secun- 
dra ; who, not choofing to engage in his {chemes, was foon quitted by 
him, and he went over to Sujah al Dowiah*, Subahdar of Owd, who 
alfo preferring the independence which the confufion of the empire had 
given him, made the Prince Ally Gchar a finall prefent, and defired. 
him to quit his dominions. 

Our wandering’ Prince, who was alfo known by the name of Shah- 
zada during the life of his father, Allum Gueer, next took refuge 
with Mahomed Kuli Khawn, Nabôb of Hlahabad, with whom he con- 
certed a plan for invading and taking pofleflion of the territories of 





* The fame who in 1764 was conquered and driven out of his dominions by the Englifh Company, 
{ome time before the arrival of Lord Clive at Calcutta, by whom he was afterwards reftored. 


4. Bengal, 
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Bengal, having for that purpofe fome time before had the caution private- 
ly to obtain from his father a grant of that fubahfhip, as a royal favour. 

Accordingly an army of defperate adventurers and difaffected Ze- 
mindars being collected together, about the end of December 1758, 
they marched from Illahabid towards Bengal, to take poffeflion of thofe 
provinces which, in fact, the Englifh Eaft India Company’s Governor, 
then Colonel Clive, had in June 1757 taken from the Nabob of Bengal, 
Serajah al Dowlah, and conferred on one of his officers named Meer 
Jafier Ally Khawn. 

Our Prince was very unfuccefsful in this expedition ; and fo little 
refpect did the Englifh in Bengal hold him in at this period, that 
Colonel Clive, at the requeft of his new made Subahdar Jafhier Ally 
Khawn, marched to * punifh thafe Rajahs ‘* who þad dared to join bhim.” 
The Prince reprefented to the Colonel in avery pathetic letter, ‘* that 
< he had no intentions againft Meer Jafher’s life or government, that all 
< he aimed at was an army to make head again{ft the Vizier; and that 
‘<< if it pleafed God to favour his caufe, the Colonel might command 
“« any advantages for the Company or himfelf.”” Colonel Clive having 
communicated this to the Nabob’s fon and minifters, it was on all 
hands agreed, that ‘* it would be dangerous to have a Prince of the 
“ blood in any of the provinces. ‘The Colonel therefore fent back the 
< meffenger with a refpectful letter and a prefent of about one thoufand 
s pounds flerling ; which behaviour fo charmed the Prince, that he fent 
‘¢ word to Colonel Clive he would force himfelf under his protection, 
< and dare him zo deliver him up; but the Colonel was neceflitated to 
“ anfwer, that he ated under the Subahdar fafier Ally Khawi’s orders, 
‘¢ and would therefore by no means advife him to put himfelf in Ais 
“ power. Whereupon our Prince was obliged to feek fome other refuge; 
‘< and the Colonel, to intimidate the neighbouring powers from ever 
“< difturbing the Bengal provinces again, thought fit to fhew his refent- 
‘< ment to Sujah al Dowlah (who had affifted the Prince) by reprefenting 
“ to him, that as he could not but know the inviolable friendfhip fub- 
s fifting between him and Meer Jaffier, he wondered he fhould pre- 
«< fume to fend forces into his country; that if he ftill perfifted in 
‘« fentiments of enmity, he ought to own it frankly ; in which cafe he 
s (Colonel Clive) would march up again after the rains, and appeal to 
“ to the decifion of the fword.”’ 


* See Mr. LUKE ScCRAFTON’s Letters, entitled, Reflections on the Government of Hindoffén. 
Pages 117, 118 and IIQ. 
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It was not convenient to the Englifh in Bengal at this time to ac- 
knowledge the authority of this Prince. It may not however be amifs 
now to turn our eyes to the other fide of India, and fee the ufes made 
of Granp Mocuts by the Company on the Malabar coaft, in the cu- 
rious reafons given by Mr. Spencer, afterwards Governor of Bengal, in an 
apology to THE Mocut, for taking his Majefty’s port and city of Surat 
in the year 1759. As an extract would do injuftice to the fubject, we 
beg leave to refer the reader to the bottom of the page for the copy at 
large of Mr. Spencer’s reprefentation * to the Mogul on the occafion. 

Things continued quiet in Bengal for a {fhort time ; but in the year 
1760 the Prince renewed his attempts on thofe provinces; and though 








* A REPRESENTATION made to THE MOGUL by Jonn SPENCER, in behalf of the Honourable 
Englifh Eaft India Company, 17 59. 


‘¢ That by virtue of royal Firmauns of your Majefty’s predeceffors, the Englifh hitherto enjoyed 
« favour at Surat, and carried on their bufinefs in a reputable manner, till in thefe days, that the 
‘© Siddees ufurping an undue authority in the town, ufed it to the ruin of the city in general, the 
“* lives and properties of your Majefty’s fubjeéts, being made light of by them, and they even proceeded 
“ fo far as to take away the lives of Our people, in direét breach of your Majefty’s Firmaun ; and in 
« fhort, inftead of being the proteétors of the place, became the oOppreffors of it to {fuch a degree, 
€ that the juft orders © your Majefty were no ways regarded in this city by their means, and things 
« were come to this pafs, that though in confideration of the Tunkhaw + the Siddee was to proteét the 
“ Bar, yet fo far was he from doing it, that for many months paft a large fleet of Sancrajee Punt’s 
** (Ballajee Row’s Naib) entirely fhut up the Bar, as did a large land-force by land, to the infinite 
** detriment of the place and inhabitants in general, without the Siddee’s interfering therein; and 
“* there was the greateft reafon to believe, that unle/s Jome fpeedy and rigorous meafures had foon been 
“< purfued, your Majefty’s famous city of Surat, the only port of good Muffulmen to the tomb of your 
t prophet, would have been brought to fhame. In fuch circumftances, the eyes of the whole town 
“ were caft on us, as the only perfons of force fufficient to fave the city fiom the calamities that it 
“ then felt, and was ftill further threatened with; and in confequence of their folicitations to me, 
“ though our bufine/s in thefe parts of the world is only to trade and merchandize, and we are not de- 
“ fircus of taking or governing cities or countries, yet as all.the inhabitants of this place, great and 
“« {mall, were earneftly defirous of it, and J faw it was for the good of the place, I wrote to the Ge- 
“ neral of Bombay on the fubjeét, in fuch manner, that at an immenfe expence he fent hither, in 
“ Our King’s fhips, a great force of good and experienced men, with a large quantity of artillery and 
** other warlike ftores of all forts, with which J have had the happine/s to procure fafety to the city, 
“ and eafe to the inhabitants, and have procured an entire currency to your Majefty’s orders in the 
“© place, and your Majefty’s authsrity by all ways in our fower will be preferved in this place as it 
** ufed to be; and you will confider the Englifb as defirous of receiving your orders, fuch being the 
‘ intention of the Governor of Bombay and myfelf, whofe whole power will be ufed to maintain the 
“ caltle, that we have poffeffed ourfelves of for your Majeffy, and to preferve the Bar and fea open 
** apainft all oppofers, on your behalf, for we fhall not apply the Tunkhaw you have granted for 
“ this purpofe to others, as has hitherto been the cafe; and fince our having done this, the enemies 
“ that furrounded the place both by fea and land, toits great prejudice, have been removed. Weare 
“ always ready for the fafety of the caftle and city, with its inhabitants, and therefore hope for your 
“ Majefty’s favour in behalf of the Honourable Englifh Company, for whofe good fervices on this 
** occafion I muft refer your Majefty to the reprefentation of the inhabitants of the place.” See An 
Account of the War in India, by Richard Owen Cambridge, Efquire. to. 1761. page 226. 


A 


t The revenue appropriated by the Mogul for maintenance of a fleet at Surat. 
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they always proved unfuccefsful, yct they kept the country in troubles 
for about three years; during which time he made feveral other offers 
to the Enelifh of carte blanche, as appears in a letter from Governor 
Holwell *, who fucceeded Colonel Clive in Bengal, dated Calcutta, the 
14th June 1760, directed to the then Commander of the army. He 
was diftrefled and harraffed to fuch a degree during thefe campaigns, 
that on the 8th of February 1761, he was obliged to furrender himilelt 
to the Commander of the Britifh forces, then Major Carnac, at Goyah, 
in the province of Bahar. During his intercourfe with the Enelifh, hav- 
ing received advices from Dehly of the affaflination of his father Allum 
Gueer, he made them various offers, and repeated his propofals to in- 
duce them to join him in his favourite fcheme of obtaining the throne 
of Dehly ; but finding that the Englifh would do nothing for him, ex- 
cept the farce of their proclaiming him EMPEROR aż Paina, he was ne- 
cefflitated to feek fome other refuge; and therefore, about the 21ft June 
1761, he took his leave of the Englifh, and that day quitted the Bahar 
province. But he afterwards had recourfe again to the Nabob Sujah 
al Dowlah, who upon this fecond vifit, confined him and kept him a 
clofe prifoner, making the fame tool of him as Gazi al Deen, the Ma- 
rahtahs and Abdalla refpectively had done before of the other Princes of 
the blood. 

About the end of the year 1763, the Englifh having expelled Coffim 
Ally Khawn from the fubahdiary of Bengal, that Nabob had retired 
with his treafure and fome of his adherents into the dominions of Sujaa 
al Dowlah, whom he at length perfuaded to join him in an attempt to 
recover his loft fabahfhip. Accordingly, in the month of February 
1764, Sujah al Dowlah came down with a confiderable force into the 
province of Bahar, and brought our Prince Ally Gohar with him. The 
Englifh army, then under the command of Major Hector Munro, met 
them at Bûxar, and on the 23d Oétober 1764, after a very obftinate 
battle, defeated and purfued Sujah al Dowlah into his own dominions. 
In his flight he left the Prince behind him, who once more threw him- 
felf on the Englifh for protection. 

The Englifh Eaft India Company from this period became poflefled 
of Our Prince, and they did not any longer negleét to profit by the 
many examples before them, of making a proper ufe of him. It was 


* See Mr. HOLWELL’s LETTER to Major CAILLAUD.—/J/ndia Traéts, page 52.—‘* The fitua- 
‘ tion of the Prince at prefent is fuch, that I am fure he would readily and thankfully hearken to an 
c overture from us, and without hefitation grant a Firmaun appointing the Company perpetual Subah- 
«« dars of the province. His two Firmauns to me, as I before advifed you, offered Carte Blanche for 
‘ the Company; and I dare fay that to you was of the fame tenor.” 


[oe fortunate 


* 
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fortunate for him, from his having at this time no friends to whom he 
could have recourfe with reliance for even mere perfonal fafety, that 
there could be no neceffity for his being actually confined in fo abject 
a fituation ; nay his new guardians, who in every ref{pect treated him 
with more kindnefs than thofe who had before had poffeilion of him, 
even allowed him, while he continued in their camp, a certain fum for 
his daily fubfiftence. From this period we fhall give this unfortunate 
man his newly acquired titles of ‘* Emperor,” ‘* Grand Mogul,” 
s Shah Allum the Invincible,” or ‘* King of the World.” 

The Englifh were fuccefsful in totally expelling the Nabéb, Sujah al 
Dowlah, from his dominions; and while it was yet uncertain how 
they would difpofe of his country, our Grand Mogul fent a petition to 
the Prefident and Council at Bengal, which was tranfmitted to them by 
Major Hector Munro, dated from the camp at Banâras, the 22d No- 
vember 1764, of the Company’s tranflation of which, the following is an 
exact copy. 


‘ If this country is to be kept, put me in poffeffion of it, and leave 
“ a {mall detachment of the troops with me, to fhew that I am protected 
“ by the Englifh, and they fhall be at my expence; that if any enemy 
“ comes at any time again{ft me, I will make fuch connections in the 
country, that with my own troops, and the aforementioned fmall de- 
tachment, will defend the country without any farther affiftance from 
*« the Enghfh ; and I will pay them of the revenues of the country what 
“< Jum they fhall demand yearly. If the Englifh will, contrary to their in- 
tere{t, make peace with the Vizier *, I will go to Dehly; for I can- 
not think of returning again into the hands of a man who has ufed 
‘ me fo ill. Ihave no friends I depend on more than the Englifh ; 
their former behaviour to me will make me ever refpeét and regard 
them: now is their time to be in pofleffion of a country abounding 
“ with riches and treafure; I fall be fatisfied with whatever fhare they 
‘< pleafe of it. ‘The Rohillas were always enemies to the imperious Vi- 
* zier: they are all my friends.” 


The Prefident and Council of Calcutta having confidered the Emperor’s 
petition, refolved that they would keep a part of Sujah al Dowlah’s do- 
minions for the ufe of the Eaft India Company, and put his Majefty in 
pofleflion of all the reft. Accordingly a paper was drawn up, dated 
——— December 1761, and fent up to Major Hector Munro, Com- 


* This means Sujah al Dowlah, who, whilft he had our Grand Mogul in his poffeffion, had created 
himfelf Vizier, 
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mander in Chief of the army, with orders for him to get it executed by 
his Majefty. The following is an exact copy of their tranflation of this 
paper from the Perfian. 


‘< In confideration of the affiftance and fidelity of the Englifh Com- 
pany, which has freed us from the inconveniencies we laboured un- 
‘ der, and firengthened the foundations of the empire which God has 
‘s given us, we have been gracioufly pleafed to grant to the Englith 
Company our royal favours, according to the following articles, 
which fhall remain firm, both at prefent and in future. 

‘s As the Englifh Company have been put toa great expence, and 
their affairs expofed to danger by the war with the Nabob, Sujah al 
Dowlah, unjuftly and contrary to our royal pleafure waged againft 
them, we have, therefore, afligned to them the country of Ghazipore 
and the reft of the Zemindary of Bulwant Sing, belonging to the Ni- 
“< zamut of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah; and the regulation and go- 
“< verninent thereof we have given to their difpofal, in the fame man- 
‘© ner as it was in the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah’s. The aforefaid Rajah, 
“ having fettled terms with the Chiefs of the Englifh Company, is ac- 
cording thereto to pay the revenues tothe Company; and the amount 
“ fhall not belong to the books of the royal revenue, but fhall be ex- 
‘ punged from them. The army of the Englifh Company having 
‘© joined our ftandard, fhall put us in poffeffion of Illahabad and the 
‘ reft of the countries belonging to the Nizamut of the Nabôb Sujah 
al Dowlah, and the revenues, excepting thofe of Rajah Bulwant Sing’s 
Zemindary, fhall be in our entire management and difpofal. 

“ As the Englifh Company will be at a farther expence in putting us 
*< in poffetlion of Ilahabad, and the reft of the NizAmut of the Nabdéb 
Sujah al Dowlah, we will therefore, as we get pofleflion, grant to 
them, out of our treafury, fuch a proportion of the revenues as the exi- 
gencies of our affairs will admit of; and when we are put in full 
pofieffion, we will reimburfe the whole expences of the Company in 
this bufinefs, from the time of their joining our royal ftandard.” 


al 
* 


His Majefty, as might be expected, very readily agreed to the con- 
tents of this paper; and accordingly, a few days after the receipt of it 
that is, on the 29th December 1764, his imperial funnud, or firmaun * 
was iffued, confirming the fame. In confequence of this agreement, 
his Majefty was put in poffeffion of Iahabad and all the Subafhip of 
Owd, excepting the Râjahfhip, or Zemindary of Bulwant Sing, at whofe 
principal city of Baniras a factery was eftablifhed by the Governor and. 


= Scc.this frmaun at large in the Appendix N° XIV. page ir, 
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30 CONSIDERATIONS: 
Council for the collection of the revenues, which were latterly fixed at 
twenty lacks *, or about 250,0001. {terling per annum. 

Before the advices of this fucceísful fituation of the Company’s affairs 
could be received in England, the Eaft India Company were greatly 
alarmed, and had appointed the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, 
as Governor and Commander in Chief, together with a Select Committee, 
who were fent from England, furnifhed with ample powers to purfue 
whatever means they fhould think proper to eftablifh the peace and tran- 
quillity of Bengal. Upon his Lordfhip’s arrival in Bengal, on the 2d 
of May 1765, he aétually found the general affairs of the Company, 
and of the fettlements at Bengal in particular, in a more fliourifhing 
ftate than they had ever been known; and that, in fact, there was no- 
thing in the general out-lines of government for him and his Committee 
to do, from which either reputation or juft emolument could be reaped, 
unlefs they cut out work for themfelves. They, therefore, refolved 
upon abolifhing the treaties then fubfifting, which had been but lately 
entered into; and to model the commercial as well as political affairs of 
the Company upon an entire new plan f. Their motives for this al- 
teration, which the Company will ever have reafon to lament tT, cannot 
with propriety be fully confidered in this place: fuffice it that we relate 
thofe particular circumftances which materially affected the affairs of the 
Prince of whom we are fpeaking at prefent. 

Among the alterations determined upon, this prince was to be de- 

rived of that part of the Nizamut of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah with 
which he had already been invefted by a folemn treaty, and the Com- 
pany was to give up the Zemindary of Bulwant Sing, all of which were 
to be reftored to the faid Nabéb, againft whofe wealth, as Mr. Dow | 
juftly obferves, the virtue of fome of our revolutionifts was by no means 
proof, upon his paying to the Company the fum of fifty lacks of rupees, 
or about 625,oool. fterling. Our Grand Mogul was likewife to be 
fuppofed to have been actually in poffeffion of the provinces of Bengal: 
under which fuppofition, he was to give a paper granting to the Com- 
pany, not only the office of the Dewannee § of thofe provinces, but the 


r Aia Zemindary actually yielded to the Rajah at leaft feventy-five lacks, or about 937,500]. 
erling. 

+ See a comparative view of the different treaties in our fixth chapter. 

+ It was this alteration of the Company’s affairs, and the confequences of it, which laid the foun- 
dation of all the enquiries and publications that have fince laid open their affairs, which fubjected 
them to the hufh-money they now pay to the government, and which in its further confequences will 
moft probably put an end, if not to the Company itfelf, at leaft to the prefent fy{tem of its affairs, as 
indeed is now become highly neceflary. 

Dow’s HINDoOSTAN, Appendix, page 78. 
§ This Dewennee is explained at large in the 4th chapter, 
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revenues alfo; by which of courfe, all the treaties with the Nabôbs of 
Bengal were rendered void, and new ones made neceflary. He was 
likewile to confirm to the Company the lands before granted to them 
by the former Nabobs, Jaffier Ally and Coffim Ally Khawn, and to con- 
firm Lord Clive’s jagueer. For all which our Mogul was to be paid, 
by the Englifh Company, from Bengal, the annual fum of twenty-fix 
lacks for his expences and the fupport of his dignity: and he was to 
be continued in the poffeffion of Corra and part of the province of Il- 
lahabad. 

The Seieét Committee at Calcutta had not the leaft doubt of his Ma- 
jefly’s complying with all this very readily ; becaufe, as they expreffled 
“<< it *, The King is now dependent on our bounty, his whole hopes of pro- 
“< tefion, aud cven of fubfiftence, reit upon us; it cannot, therefore, be 
“< fuppofed he will prove obftinate in denying a requeft, of little con- 
“* fequence to him im his prefent circuntfiances, but advantageous to us, 
“ his greateft benefactors, and we may fay his only friends.” 

Thefe were not all the ufes which, upon this occafion, were to be 
made of our Granp Mocut. Upon the fame principles as before, 
funnuds for the provinces of Sicacole, &c. in the Déckhan, valued at 
the yearly revenue of thirty lacks, or 375,000 l. fterling, were to be 
obtained alfo; in which Lord Clive was refolved to fucceed, as he in- 
formed his Select Committee, at Calcutta, in the following words. 
T“ I have been defired by the Prefident of Fort St. George to obtain 
s fannuds for the five northern provinces, which, being a matter of 
‘“ great importance, I fhall make a point of fucceeding in it; and as 
‘< the Naldb (of Bengal) intends purchafing his Majefty’s favours at the 
‘ price of five lacks of rupees, I make no doubt that all the fannuds 
** demanded on the Company’s account will be afforded gratis.” 

To be fure there was not the leaft doubt to be entertained upon any 
of thefe occafions; for if the youngeft writer in the fervice had been 
fent with the authority of the Company to our Shah Allum, it was cer- 
tain that Ais Majefty would have granted away the remainder of bis. em- 
pire, the whole world, for the fake of a fubfiftence, and the fecurity of 
his perfon: accordingly, the grants required of him were obtained un- 
der his Imperial funnuds, or firmauns, as given in the Appendix, Num- 
bers XVII, XVIIL XIX. XX. XXL and XXII.. pages 27 to 36. 

The reader will pleafe to obferve, that tls is the fame Prince whom 
the fame Governor, then Colonel Clive, had before oppofed, and even 











œ The words of their proceedings at a Committee of the 21ft June 176 5. 
t Lorn Crive’s Letter to the Seleét Committee, dated, Mooteejull, the oth July 1765. 
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chaflifed the rebellious Rajahs for daring to join him; the Prince whofe 
f{uunuds, firmauns, or grants, had on many former occafions been dce- 
clared abfolutely invalid *, againft whom a formal treaty t had been 
entered into, between the Company and the Nabob of Bengal, on the 
a7th September 1760, and whofe pretenfions even the Dire¢tors f of 
the Eaft India Company themfelves had acknowledged to be extremcly 
doubtful. 

The dependence, however, of this unfortunate Prince was not to be 
appropriated to thefe public ufes only. If we may believe the accounts 
from India, many others of a more private nature were likewife made 
of him; and it is faid, with the greateft appearance of truth, that he 
was not left to the free management of even thofe diftri¢ts and the iti- 
pend which were ultimately allotted to him ; nor of his mints or his 
fervants. As fuch matters would be proper objects of enquiry for Su- 
pervifors, it fhould be hoped, that the Directors will, for their own 
honour and the fake of juftice, caufe fuch an enquiry yet to be made, 
in order that their fervants, if any of them have grofsly abufed the au- 
thority of their flations, may be made to fuffer fuch punifhments as 
they deferve. 

Upon the whole of what has been fet forth in this chapter, it may 
fairly be pronounced, on the moft rational grounds, that in reality 
there has not been for fome years paft, nor is at this time, any 
Grand Mogul, or Emperor; that the whole country is in a ftate 
of anarchy, where there is no law, but that of the longeft fword, 
and that we may agree with Mr. Dow, who fays, with apparent 
truth on this fubject, || <‘ that Hindoftan is at prefent torn to pieces 
‘© by factions. All laws divine and human are trampled under foot. 
‘¢ Inftead of one tyrant, as in the times of the empire, the coun- 
‘‘ try now groans under thoufands, and the voice of the oppreffed 
‘¢ multitude reaches heaven. It would, therefore, be promoting the 
‘¢ caufe of juftice and humanity to pull thofe petty tyrants from the 
« height to which their villanies have raifed them, and to give to fo 
e many millions of mankind a government founded upon the principles 
«* of virtue and juftice.” 


* Ina minute of Governor Vanfittart, Colonel Caillaud and other gentlemen of the Council at 
Bengal, entered on the confultations, under date of the 12th January 1761, it isfaid, “f As to the 
s Mogul’s firmaun, there was a time when the orders of Dehly had {fome weight at Bengal, but that 
e time isno more. It is hard to fay who is King at Dehly, or who will be.” 

+ See the 1oth article of the treaty, N° VIII. in the Appendix, page 13. 

+ General letter to Bengal, dated 19th February 1766. 

| Dow’s HINDOSTAN., Appendix, page 36. 
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As to the unfortunate, though very generous Prince §, who is morc 
particularly the object of our prefent confideration, and whom we now 
call THE GranD MocGuL, we fee him dependent for his fubfiftence 
upon the fervants, in fact, of an incorporated fociety of Englifh mer- 
chants, who have raifed him to that exalted title for the ferving of their 
own purpofes; that he is made no other than their tool, and mutt, 
from neceflity, be what they pleafe to make him, at leaft while he con- 
tinues among them, and the government of that country remains on 
the prefent iniquitous footing. 


§ Amidft all his misfortunes this Prince has given feveral inftances of great generofity, particularly 
to the members of the Secret Committee, for their diftinguifhed merit and difinterefted fervices. One 
inftance may be feen in Lord Clive’s letter to the Court of Directors, of the 30th of September 1765, 
where it appears his Imperial Majefty had prefented General Carnac with two lacks of rupees: See 
Authentic Papers concerning India Affairs, pages ọ and 10.—And another inftance was given in the 
year 1767, when his Majefty likewife prefented Colonel Richard Smith with two lacks more; as ap- 
pears from the following minute of the Council at Calcutta. 


Ata confultation, held the 14th September 1767, prefent, Harry Verelft, Efquire, Prefident, John 
Cartier, Richard Becher, James Alexander, William Alderfey, Charles Ffloyer, and Alexander 
Campbell, Efgquires. 


“ Received a letter from Colonel Richasd Smith at Illahabad, dated the 15th ultimo, in anfwer to 
“ the Board’s Jetter, dated the 2oth July, on the fubject of the two lacks of rupees, he requefted 
* their permiffion to receive as a gratuity from the King ; offering feveral arguments to our confi- 
‘ deration, and acquainting us with Hrs Majesty’s abfolute refu/al to receive back the Teep he had 
‘ granted: therefore inclofing it for us to difpofe of, as might feem moft equitable.” The late 
Nabobs of Bengal have likewife, though diftrefled, given frequent inftances of the like grateful gene 
rofity to their benefactors. 








CHAP. IV. 


On the NATURE of the OFFICE called DEWANNEE, and the Motives 
for the East INpra Company’s pretending to hold the TERRI- 
TORIES 1n BENGAL under that TITLE. 


OTHING could have been better calculated for a blind than this 

hard word Dewannee, which, while it ferved our Eaftern poli- 
ticlans to amufe even the Britifh legiflature, was no other than the name 
of an office that in reality had not exifted for many years paft. In or- 
cler to form the moft impartial judgment of what it is, or rather was 
we will have recourfe to the information of thofe gentlemen who, hata 
ing acted capital parts in the management of the affairs of Bengal, may 
naturally be fuppofed to be well acquainted with the maiter. 
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Mr. Vanfittart, late Governor and intended Supervifor of Bengal, tells 
us, the Dewannee * is the office of the fecond T officer of the province, 
called Dewân ; whofe bufinefs it is to fuperintend the lands and col- 
leétions ; that he is appointed from the court of Dehly, and is in every 
refpect independent of the Nazim, or Nabob; who, according to the 
original inftitution of the empire, has no right to interfere in the manage- 
ment of the revenues. 

As explained in a letter [| to the Court of India Directors, dated Cal- 

cutta, the 1rth March 1762, from fundry members of their then Coun- 
cil in Bengal, the Dewannee is faid to be ‘s The collection of the reve- 
‘< nues of all the provinces fubject to the Nabob, which are to be ac- 
e counted for with the court of Dehly. It differs from the Subahdiree ; 
«© the latter being the command of the troops, and the charge of the 
s jurifdiction in the provinces, the expences whereof are paid out of 
« the revenues by the Dewan. It was formerly a feparate office; but 
«< the Nabobs of Bengal, taking advantage of the late commotions in 
the empire, have affumed it to themfelves.” 
Mr. Holwell, alfo formerly Governor in Bengal, tells us, upon the 
fubject of the Dewannee ||, that ‘‘ the rents of the lands are rhe property 
“© of the Emperor. In confequence of which he has a royal Dewan in every 
<< Nabobfhip, who ought to be accountable to the royal treafury for the 
“ whole amount of the rents, as rated upon the King’s books: but as there 
s is always a good underftanding between the Dewan and the Nabob, 
** they never are at a lofs in pretending reafons for the rents falling 
* fhort, though the whole is ftrictly and fully colleéted. What is di- 
& verted from the royal treafury, is divided between the Dew4n and 
< the Nabob, of which the latter always takes the lion’s fhare.”’ 

On another occafion the Dewannee is explained to be, ‘* The col- 
‘ lecting § of all the revenues; and after defraying the expences of the 
« army, and allowing a fufficient fund for the fupport of the Nizamut, 
s< to remit the remainder to Debly, or wherever the King fhall refide or 
e dired.” 

This Dewannee, which was affumed by the faid Right Honourable 
Lord Clive and his Select Committee, a little while before the writing 








* VANSITTART’s NARRATIVE, Vol. I. Explanation, page 23, and Introduction, page 4. 

+ The Vizier is the firft. 

t See the 27th paragraph of a Letter figned Eyre Coote, Peter Amyatt, John Carnac, William Ellis, 
Stanlake Batfon, and Harry Verel/?, in HOLWELL’s Traéts, page 92. 

| HisToricaL Events, Part I. page 220. 

§ Paragraph 22d of a Letter from the SELECT COMMITTEE in BENGAL, dated 30th Scptember 
1765, figned, Clive, William Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, Harry Verelf, and Francis Sykes. 
AUTHENTIC PAPERS, page 83. 
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of the letter lat quoted, had been long before repeatedly offered to the 
Company, as hath been fhewn in the preceding chapter, but was al- 
ways rejected. The words of the Court of Eaft India Direćtors, as con- 
tained in a letter on this fubje&t to their then Governor and Council at 
Calcutta, were thefe; * “« Your refutal of the Dewannee of Bengal, 
‘© offered by the King’? (meaning our Prince Ally Gohar) ‘ was certainly 
‘© very right; and we are well fatisfied with the juft and prudent reafons 
‘¢ you give for declining that offer.” 

The reafons for not taking it were then alledged to be, that it would 
be the fource of continual difputes with the Nabob, by occafioning too 
great a diminution of his power, be a continual caufe of jealoufy and 
contention with the country powers, and the European nations who 
had fettlements in Bengal, might fubject the affairs of the Company to 
the interference of the Britifh legiflature, or in the end might be at- 
tended with other confequences highly prejudicial to the interefts of the 
Company. 

To inveftigate in this place all the private reafons which occafioned 
this Dewannee’s being thus affumed by Lord Clive and his Select Com- 
mittee, would be foreign to the purpofe here intended: but of thofe 
publicly avowed or alledged in the aforefaid letter, from Lord Clive 
and his Committee, of the 30th September 1765, we will briefly take 
notice. 

< The perpetual ftruggles for fuperiority between the Nabobs and 
‘<< your agents, together with the recent proofs before us of notorious 
“« and avowed corruption, have rendered us unanimoufly of opinion, 
‘© after the moft mature deliberation, that no other method could be 
“< fuggefted of laying the axe to the root of all thofe evils, than that 
“ of obtaining the Dewannee of Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa for the Com- 
$< pany Te 

‘< By this acguifition of the Dewannee, your poffeffions and influence 
“ are rendered permanent and fecure ; fince uo future Nabob will either 
< have power or riches fufficient to attempt your overthrow by means 
<< either of force or corruption. The experience of years has convinced 
“us, that a divifion of power is impofible, without generating difcon- 
“ tent, and hazarding the whole. All muft belong either to the Com- 
“< pany or to the Nabob; and we leave you to judge which alternative 
“ is the moft defirable, and the moft expedient in the prefent circum- 
« {tances If ” 


* Paragraph 55th of a GENERAL LETTER, dated oth March 1763. 
+ Part of paragraph 22d, page 82 of AUTHENTIC PAPERS. 
t Part of paragraph 23d. Pages 84 and 85 of AUTHENTIC PAPERS. 
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In a feparate letter from the faid Right Honourable Lord Clive to the 
faid Directors, alfo dated the 30th September 1765, the motives for this 
{cheme of affuming the Dewannee are farther explained, in the follow- 
ing words. ‘* Though she revenues belong to the Company, yet were the 
‘< Company’s officers to be the collectors, foreign nations would im- 
s% mediately take umbrage; and complaints preferred to the Britifh 
‘¢ court might be attended with very embarraffing confequences. Nor 
< can it be fuppofed, that either the French, Dutch, or Danes will ac- 
‘* knowledge the Englifh Company Nabob of Bengal, and pay into the 
‘¢ hands of their tervants the duties upon trade, or the quit-rent of thofe 
‘* diftricts which they have for many years poflefled by virtue of the 
« royal firmauns, or by grants from former Nabobs *.”” And again: 
s In confidering the fubject of the Dewannee, and the confequences 
« of your large increafe of revenues, Ihave already obferved, that our 
‘¢ acquifition will give no umbrage to foreign nations with refpect to 
s< our territorial gurifdidtion, fo long as the prefent APPEARANCE of the 
<s Nabéb’s power is preferved T.” 

Lord Clive and his Seleét Committee, in their letter to the Court of 
Directors, of the 30th September 1765, before quoted, fpeak {till more 
plainly, if poffible, of the difference in the Company’s fituation from 
the taking the Dewannee. Their exprefs words are in the 29th para- 
graph. ‘* You are now become the Sovereigns of a rich and potent king- 
‘< dom}t.” And in the 38th paragraph. ‘‘ You are now not only the 
“< colledors, but the proprietors ;”” meaning of the revenues of the Nabob’s 
dominions. 

Among the many private motives hinted at for this manceuvre, we 
cannot conclude on this head, without taking notice, that a principal 
one was, to enable the gentlemen who planned and adopted this mode 
of government, to eftablifh fuch monoplies of the trade of the country, and 
even of the common neceffaries of life, FOR THEIR OWN PRIVATE Emo- 
LUMENT, and tothe fubverfion of the natural rights of all mankind, as to 
this day remain unparalleled in the hiftory of any government, and of 
which we fhall treat more particularly hereafter. 

From what has already been faid, we prefume it will appear evident 
to every impartial perfon, that the DEWANNEE, whatever it had been, 
was an office which, when affumed, had no exiftence ; the grant of it 
being received, or pretended to be received, from a Prince who, in fact, 
never had it in his gift; whofe authority, on other fimilar occafions, 





* Paragraph 12th, ad finem. AUTHENTIC PAPERS, page 26. 
+ Paragraph 14th. AUTHENTIC PAPERS, page 28. 
$ AUTHENTIC PAPERS, pages 92 and 103. 
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had been publicly and wholly difavowed by the prefent receivers of the 
grant, and that the whole was a mere fiction, invented for the private 
purpofes of the Company or Directors, and their fervants or confe- 
derates: and to {creen their feizing on the fovereignty of the country, 
by impofing upon and deceiving, if they could, not only the inha- 
bitants of India and foreigners, but even the Britifh nation; as we hope 
farther to prove by the corroborating facts contained in every fubfequent 
part of this work, 





G HEA Fe V 


Of the NABOB, otherwife called The NAZIM, or SUBAHDAR, 
of BENGAL. 


OR the better underftanding of our fubjeét, we will examine what 
this officer ought to be, according to the ancient inftitutions of the 
empire ; what he has been for fome years pait, and what he now ac- 
tually is ; fupporting what we advance by fufficient teftimonies. 
‘ ‘Though by the ancient conftitution of the Mogul empire, of which 
‘“ the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa are parts, the Nabdb, or 
** Subahdar of thofe ‘provinces was nothing more than the Mogul’s 
‘s Viceroy, yet for many years paft, as the {trength of that conftitution 
‘* has been gradually declining, the Subahdars of thefe and other pro- 
‘< vinces have been, in like gradation, affuming an independence of 
‘“ the court of Dehly: and the fhock which the empire received, or 
‘< rather the fubverfion of it (for it has never recovered, nor probably 
‘s ever will, from the irruption of the Perfians under Nader Shah) has 
‘“ fo far confirmed that independence, that the relation between the 
‘s Nabob and the Mogul is at prefent /ittle more than nominal *. ? 
Mr. Vanfittart informs us, that ‘* The Nabôb t» as he is ufually termed, 
‘“ or properly the Nazim of a province, is an office: of the Mogul go- 
‘< vernment, appointed to fuperintend the affairs of the province, dur- 
‘“ ing the pleafure of the court. This commiffion extends zot even to 
“ the life of the poffeffor; and in the early times of the empire it was 


* See pages 21 and 22 of a MEMORIAL to the Kine’s Molt EXCELLENT MAJESTY. Dated the 
3d February 1762; from the Court of Eaft India Direcftors. Signed by Laurence Sullivan, Chairman, 
Thomas Rous, Deputy, and Eighteen Direétors. Printed for J. Brotherton, Cornhill. 

+ VANSITTART’s NARRATIVE, Vol. I. p. 4. 
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‘< ufual to make frequent removals *, to prevent the dangerous effects 
‘¢ of an increafing influence. Neither, according to the original infti- 
“ tution, has he any right to interfere im the management of the reve- 
« nues: which branch belongs to another officer called The Dewan” (of 
whofe office we have treated in the preceding chapter) ‘ appointed alfo 
‘* by the court, and in every refpect independent of the Nazim. It is 
“ true, that fince the authority of the Emperors began to decline, the 
‘* Nazims, taking advantage of the diftractions of the ftate, have ge- 
“ nerally eftablifhed themfelves in fuch a degree of independency as to 
s pay little more than a nominal obedience to the court. The forms 
“ are ftill kept up; but they ferve only to fhew what was the original 
‘s inftitution. Upon the death of a Nazim, the fucceflion, whether 
“« continued in the fame family, or feized by a ftranger, is not confi- 
‘¢ dered as valid till confirmed by the imperial patent; but this the 
‘¢ actual poffeffor finds no difficulty in obtaining T.” 

Such have been the Nabobs of Bengal fince the decline, or rather, as 
the Eaft India Directors more properly fay, ‘‘ the fubverfion of the em- 
‘s pire,” according to the above quotations. But had thofe gentlemen 
boldly told the whole truth, they might have juftly faid, that fince 
the period they refer to, the Nizimut or Nabobthip of Bengal has, to 
this day, been continually poflefled by ufurpers and tyrants, who have 
been maintained therein by violence, fraud and murder. 

Upon the demife of the laft lawful Nabéb, Sujah Khawn ||, inthe year 
1739, his fon Serfraz Khawn took pofleffion of this government, and 
maintained himfelf in it for about three years, until the rebellion of 
Allaverdy Khawn, who was then Governor of the Bahar province. 
This man, who had formerly been Sujah Khawn’s Hookahburdar, or 


* Mr. Orme tells us, there was a time when thefe changes were fo frequent, that a new Nabôb left 
Dehly, riding, contrary to the ufual manner, with his back turned to the head of his elephant, and 
gave as a reafon for it, ‘* that he was looking out for his fucceffor.” See ORME’s HINDOSTAN, 
Diflertation, page 28. 

t This alludes to a farce commonly praétifed fince the fubverfion of the empire, of obtaining pa- 
tents from thefe nominal Moguls who have been fet up by the different vfurpers at Dehly, of whom 
we have treated in our third chapter. In thefe times, a fum of money difperfed among the principal 
people about thofe ufurpers would obtain the confirmation of any fannud, grant, or office. It was 
receiving fo much clear gain for a fuppofed gift of what was not in the giver’s poffeflion, and by 
which he could lofe nothing. A ftriking inftance of this mode of negotiation is given by Mr. Van- 
fittart, in the third volume of his Narrative, page 418; where an intriguing Dewan, or minifter of 
the Nabob’s, named Nundcomar, obtains his own titles and feals before his mafter, Meer Jaffier, re- 
ceives any affurances whatever ot the royal appointment to the Nabdbfhip. Since Mr. Vanfittart’s 
government, the Grand Mogul’s grants of that fort are become ftill cheaper; the domeftic black fer- 
vants of many gentlemen in the fervice of the Englith Eaft India Company having been by him created 
Rajahs, or Princes; and many Englifh gentlemen have returned to Europe with the title of Omrahs. 

| VANSITTART’s NARRATIVE, Vol. I. page 5. 
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pipe-bearer *, after promoting an unparalleled fcene of treachery among 
the perfidious fervants of his mafter, defeated him in a battle fought on 
the 28th January 1741-2, in which the Nabob loft his life. 

From that period the traitor ufurped the government of Bengal, and 
maintained himfelf in it againft the repeated invafions of the Marahtahs, 
(which lafted for about eight years to the great deftruction of the 
country and its manufactories) till, on the roth of April 1756 f, he 
died a natural death. 

This ufurper was fucceeded by his brother’s grandfon, the Tyrant 
Serajah al Dowlah, who, upon difputes with the Enghfh Eaft India 
Company’s fervants, circumftantially related by Mr. Holwell and 
others, difpoffeffed them of all their factories, and on the 2oth June 
1756 feized and facked their town and fort of Calcutta, or Fort Wil- 
liam, when fuch of the Englifh and their dependents as efcaped the 
tyrant’s fury took refuge on board the trading veflels then in the river, 
and dropped down to Fultah, where they led a moft miferable life till 
December 1756, when the Englifh fquadron, under the command of 
Admiral Watfon, and the troops under Lieutenant Colonel Robert 
Clive, arrived from the Coaft of Coromandel. Inconfiderable as this 
force was, they gallantly proceeded to the re-taking of Calcutta, and 
on the 3d January 1757, happily accomplifhed the work, with {carce 
any lofs; the enemy abandoning the fort on the very firft f fummons 
from the guns of his Majefty’s fhips, when brought up abreaft of the 
Fort. 

The Nabob Serajah al Dowlah came down to oppofe the Englifh, who 
by unparalleled inftances of bravery and intrepidity, attended with the 
moft extraordinary good fortune, baffled him in all his attempts, and 
forced him, with his numerous army, to retire to his capital of Maur- 
fhedabad ; having firft, that is on the gth of February 1757, obliged 
him to make a very advantageous treaty with them, wherein he con- 
firmed all the former poffleffions and immunities of the Company, and 
granted them feveral new privileges, as may be feen by the treaty at 
large, and his Perwanahs, in the Appendix, N® I. and II. pages 
x and 3; Gie. 

This was the firft formal treaty that our Company had ever entered 
into with any Nabob of Bengal. It was folemnly ratified in the 
ftrongeft manner, the Nabôb {wearing on the Koran, by God and Ma- 





* SCRAFTON’s REFLECTIONS, page 31. 
t SCRAFTON’s REFLECTIONS, page 50. 
$ Ditto, page 60. 
homed, 







ile 
> 
5 
4. 
ZA = 
~~ 
CS 5l 


40 CONSIDERATIONS 


homed, and Colonel Clive pledging the names of God and our Saviour 
faithfully to obferve the fame. 

Necefflity {, which in politics ufually fuperfedes all oaths, treaties, 
or forms whatever, induced the Englifh Eaft India Company’s repre- 
fentatives, about four months after the execution of the former treaty, 
to determine, ‘* dy the bleffiing of God,’? upon difpoffeffing the Nabéb 
Serajah al Dowlah of his Nizamut, and giving it to another. 

Monfieur Dupleix, the Freneh Governor of Pondicherry, who “ was 
‘“ the § firft difcoverer of the fuperiority of European difcipline” over 
the natives of this part of India, had already, with his fucceffes on 
the coaft of Coromandel, invented the traffic in Nabobfhips. Ac- 
cordingly Meer Jaffer Ally Khawn, who had been a Jammadar, or 
commander of a party of horfe under the late Allaverdy Khawn, and 
was now a General ||, and related to the prefent Nabôb by Marriage 
with Allaverdy’s fifter, having before manifefted a bold and traiterous 
difpofition, was the man pitched upon for our new Nabdb. 

The particulars of this revolution are well known. The Nabdb Se- 
rajah al Dowlah, betrayed by his fervant Jaffier, was, with his numerous 
army of ‘* 20,000 T horfe, 50,000 foot, and 50 pieces of heavy cannon,” 
beat on the plains of Plafley, on the 23d June 1757, by a handful of 
men under the command of Colonel Clive, and the Nabéb himfelf 
obliged to efcape in difguife. Happy it was for us that this numerous 
army made fo little refiftance that, according to Mr. Scrafton, we had 
‘ only [eventy men killed and wounded.” 

In confequence of this victory, and the conditions which had been 
previoufly ftipulated with Meer Jaffier, on the 29th June 1757, he was 
by *Colonel Clive formally placed on the mifnud or throne of the Na- 





t About this period the Englith at Calcutta received news of war’s being declared againft France ; 
and they at the fame time difcovered, that the French were fecretly negociating with the Nabéb Serajah 
al Dowlah. It was thereupon refolved to fet afide a neutrality with the French which had been pro- 
pofed, and to attack their fettlements immediately, a refolution no fooner taken than luckily exe- 
cuted. While the Nabôb was artfully amufed, a {quadron of his Majefty’s fhips, under the commands 
of Admirals Watfon and Pocock, with the Company’s troops under the command of Colonel Clive, 
invefted Chandernagore, the principal fettlement of the French in Bengal, which, on the 23d March 
1757, they took, after a few hours cannonading from our fhips, and afterwards razed their town and 
fortifications level with the ground. 

§ See A LETTER to the PROPRIETORS of East ĪNDIA STOCK, from Lorp CLIVE. Page 4, 
printed for J. Nourfe, 1764. 

| See Mr. Scrafton’s chara&ter of ‘* Mcer Jaffier,” in a Letter to the Proprietors of Eaft India 


Stock, from Mr. Henry Vanfittart. Page 44, &c. printed for J. Newbery, 176 And Mr. Scraf- 
ton’s Reflections. Page 7s, &c. v p J a be craf- 


t SCRAFTON’S REFLECTIONS. Page 8§ to 88, 
* SCRAFTON’S REFLECTIONS. Page 93. 
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bobs of Bengal, at Murfhedabàd. A treaty *, confirmed as ufual by the 
oaths of the contraćting parties, was alfo entered into between him and 
the Engliífh Company, whereby he not only confirmed all their former 
pofieflions and privileges, and the treaty lately made with his prede- 
ceffor, but granted aiio feveral confiderable new privileges and terri- 
tories, befides paying immenfe fums of ready money, both to the Com- 
pany and to individuals, as may be feen by the copies of the treaty and 
fubfequent agreements at large in our Appendix, N° III. to VII. pages 
z to I0, 

In the mean time, the expelled Nabôb Serajah al Dowlah was difco- 
vered on his flight at Ragemahl, feized, and fent down by Meer Jaffier’s 
brother to the city of Murfhedabad, on the 4th July 1757, where he 
was T privately murdered by order of our new Nabôb. 

This was the firft Nazim, or Nabôb created in Bengal by the Englith, 
who, after their recent and repeated fucceffles againft the late Nabéb, 
the French, and the f Dutch, had acquired fo great a reputation, and 
{pread fuch terror through the country, that there is no doubt they 
might with eafe have marched to Dehly. Revolutions were now be- 
come a trade, or at leaft a fund to fupply the exigencies of the Englith 
Eaft India Company and their fubftitutes: Meer Jaffier was foon judged 
to be incapable, and not a proper perfon to hold the government that 


* It was on this revolution that Colonel, now Lord Clive was created or *“ made an Omrah” of the 
Empire by Meer Jaffer, who had juft before received his Nabébfhip from the Colonel’s hands. See 
his Lord/bip’s Letter to the Proprietors of Eaft India Stock, page 35, printed for J. Nourfe, 1764, and 
Mr. Scraften’s Reflefticns, page 91, &c. 

For form’s fake, the farce of a Mogul’s Firmaun, already mentioned in our note page 38, was to be 
exhibited; and as there was in fact no real Emperor to grant it, application was made at Dehly for 
the feal of Allum Gueer, the prince who was taken out of prifon, fet up, and afterwards murdered 
by Gazi àl Deen Khawn, and whofe Firmauns to his fon Ally Gohar, at another time, Colonel Clive 
was fo far from admitting, that he marched to chaftife the rebellious adherents of that prince upon 
the occafion. By virtue of this title of Omrah, conferred on him by his own Nabéb, Colonel Clive was 
Juppyfed to maintain 6090 horfe, for the fupport of which the faid Nabob “ made him a Jagueerdar,” 
(fee Lord Clive’s Letter, pace 34.) “ or Lord of the lands” ceded by the before-mentioned treaty 
to the Engli/o Company, upon which the well-known yearly income, called Fagueer, of near 30,000 l. 
fterling, was acquired by the Colonel. 

f SCRAFTON’s REFLECTIONS, page 94. 

t The Dutch of Bengal feeing the ufes which on all hands were made of Moguls and Nabobs in this 
diftratted ftate of the country, from the fuperiority of European difcipline, formed in their turn the 
defign of trying their fortune in the fame way. The proje¢t was fent from the Dutch fettlement of 
Chinfurah in Bengal, and adopted by the government of Batavia. According to which, u pon a well 
concerted but badly executed plan, a formidable body of European and Malay troops, with feven 
fhips, were, towards the end of the year 1759, imported into Bengal, but were defeated in their at- 
tempts by a bravery which will ever do honour to the Englifh ; upon which the Dutch were obliged 
to accede with difgrace to very difadvantageous articles of accommodation with the English and their 
Nabob, and to take their troops back again. The particulars of this affair may be fecn at large in the 
Englifh and Dutch memorials, printed 1762, for J. Brotherton in Cornhill. 
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had been entrufted to him ; which, together with the low flatc * of the 
Company’s finances, and other obje¢is of the like political neceffity, 
made another revolution requifite before the expiration of threc years 
and four months. 

Upon this foundation it was determined to depofe Meer Jafier; and 
a treaty was accordingly entered into, iz the name of God, with Meer 
Coffim Ally Khawn, who had married Meer Jaflier’s daughter. Meer 
Jaffter was difplaced without any commotion or bloodfhed, and Meer 
Coflim, though diftinguifhed at firft with the title only of Naib or Deputy- 
Nabob, was raifed to the Nizimut of Bengal, independent of his father- 
in law, who was brought down to the Englifh fettlement at Calcutta, and 
had a monthly ftipend allowed him there for his fubfiftence. 

The treaty entered into with this new Nabob was dated the 27th Sep- 
tember 1760, in which, befides other advantageous ftipulations, Sin- 
nucds or patents were given, granting to the Englifh Eaft India Conn- 
pany, to defray their expences and pay their troops, the lands of Burd- 
wan, Midnipore and Chittigong, yielding a clear annual revenue of 
about 600,0001. fterling, And it was particularly flipulated, by the 
roth article of this treaty, that the Prince Ally Gohar, the Grand Mogul 
mentioned in our third chapter, “ fhould not be fuffered to get any 
** footing in the country,” as may be feen by the copy of the treaty, 
N° VIII. and the Sannuds, N° IX. in the annexed Appendix, pages 
rx and 2%, 

The Nabob Meer Coffim foon convinced the Englifh that they had 
been deceived in their opinion of him. He was found to aim at an in- 
dependency, which of courfe was efteemed by no means confiftent with 
the Company’s intereft; and in other refpects he became fo trouble- 
fome, that before the expiration of three years from his elevation to the 
government, it was thought expedient to remove him: a meafure which 
was not now in any refpect fo eafy to execute as in the time of his pre- 
deceflor. War therefore was formally declared on the 7th july 1762 T, 
and the Englifh refolved on the reinftatement of Meer Jaffer, to which 
they were in fome degree inftigated by the hope of ftrengthening their 
party with the adherents to, or partizans of that Nabéb, who alfo 
took the field with them for that purpofe, a treaty being previoufly 


entered into which was to take effeét upon the defeating and expelling 
of his adverfary. 


* See VANSITTART’s NARRATIVE, Vol. I. 
t Ibid, Vol. III. page 329. 
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Meer Coflim’s troops being well paid, difciplined, and accoutred, 
fought with great intrepidity; and had not his fubordinate commanders 
proved deficient in perfonal courage, or even had he himfelf had the 
bravery to animate his troops properly by his own prefence in the field, 
it is more than probable that the Englifh Company would have been 
left, from that day, without a fingle foot of ground in thofe provinces. 
The fuccefs of the war was for fome time fo uncertain, that (contrary 
to all former practice) the writers and other young perfons in the civil 
fervice of the Company were all accoutred, difciplined and formed into 
a military corps; but by the blefling of God the ifue of the battle of 
Gareea, wherein it was long doubtful which fide would prevail, did 
at laft turn in favour of the Englifh, after the campaign had lafted 
about five months. 

Meer Coffim fled, and was purfued from place to place, till he was 
at length totally driven out of his dominions, and forced to take refuge 
with the neighbouring Nabob, Sujah al Dowlah; upon which Meer 
Jafhier Ally Khawn was reinftated in his government. 

By the treatv which was previoufly entered into with Meer Jaffier, on 
the roth July 1763, and the fubfequent agreement of the 16th Septem- 
ber 1764, asin the Appendix N° X. and XI. pages 15 and 17, the 
reader will fee, that all former rights and privileges were fecured, and 
fome confiderable additional advantages were obtained by the Englith 
upon every revolution. The Nabob, as may naturally be imagined, 
after thefe tranfactions was as much dependent upon the Governor and 
Council of Calcutta as could poflibly be wifhed; even an officer of the 
Company’s, as ftipulated for in the 7th article of the treaty, was from 
that time ftationed with him, under the denomination of the Company’s 
Refident, on the view not only of being a watch and check upon the 
Nabob’s tranfactions, but alfo to enforce the execution of any bufinefS 
the Governor and Council might think proper to refolve on. 

Meer Jaflier did not continue long in his new ftation, having died 
on the 5th February 1765: and it was thereupon thought neceflary, 
by the Governor and Council at Calcutta, to make fuch new arrange- 
ments for the management of all bufinefs at Murfhedabad as might 
ferve to render future Nabobs ftill more dependent, and confequently 
the Company more fecure; for the execution of which defign four 
gentlemen of the Council at Calcutta were appointed a deputation, 
who had directions not to fix the Nabôb in the Mifmud till he had 
agreed to their requifitions. The perfon fixed on for this nominal go- 
vernment was Najim al Dowlah, Meer Jaffier’s eldeft fon; a youth then 
of about eighteen years of age. He was denied the liberty of advifing 
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with thofe minifters of his father, whom he was defirous of continuing 
in office, becaufe they were fulpected of having embezzled a great 
part of the revenues, and of not being favourable to the views of the 
Company ; nay the principal minifter was foon afterwards feized, by 
order of the Governor and Council, and fent prifoner to Calcutta; 
when the Nabob found himfelf neceffitated to appoint fuch other mi- 
nifters and collectors as the Englifh pointed out to him, fo that an in- 
terregnum of feveral weeks * paffed before the bufinefs was finally fet- 
tled: during which period Najim al Dowlah faw himfelf actually re- 
duced to the alternative, of either acceding to the arrangements pro- 
pofed, or of relinguifhing all thoughts of the Nabobfhip. Thofe ar- 
rangements, with refpeét to the collection of the revenues, were in- 
deed judicioufly made; and well calculated to prevent, in part, the 
very grofs embezzlements which had before been practifed, to the 
amount of near a million and a half fterling per annum. ‘The more 
that was faved to the Nabob of the public money, the more remained, 
in fact, for the Company; but however proper fuch appointments 
might be, yet being totally repugnant to the inclination of the Nabéb, 
they ferve to point out his entire dependence, which indeed nothing 
can fhew in a clearer light than the treaty itfelf; by which the Nabob 
was evidently deprived of his army, and the nomination of his minifters 
and officers of government. It was dated the 25th February 1765 
(fee the Appendix, N° XV. page 22); which every reader fhould at- 
tentively perufe, who wifhes to form an adequate f judgment of fo ex- 
traordinary and important a negociation. 

Soon 


* Notwithftanding much time paffed in altercation, the treaty, when executed, was antedated to 
the 25th February 1765, being the very day on which the deputies arrived at Murfhedabad. See 
J. Jobnftone’s Letter to the Proprietors of Eaft India Stock, 1766, p. 17. 

t Upon all thefe revolutions large fums of money were obtained by the perfons who conduéted 
them from every new-made Nabéb. In the midft of immenfe fortunes, fuddenly acquired by thefe means, 
Lord Clive’s ftands the moft confpicuous ; who upon the making of Jaffer Ally Khawn, in 1757, 
obtained a jagueer of 30,000]. per annum, exclufive of other immenfe prefents. Upon the making 
of Najim al Dowlah, on Meer Jaffier’s death, in 1765, the gentlemen deputed from Calcutta, upon 
that bulinefs, likewife received confiderable prefents; which Lord Clive and the Seleét Committee, 
who arrived at Calcutta foon after, greatly difapproved of, and fet on foot a very fevere enquiry into 
the conduct of the deputies on that occafion. ln a Letter to the Proprietors of Eaft India Stock, 
printed in the year 1766, p. 53, Mr. Fohn Johnficne, who was chief of the deputation, in vindica- 
tion of his own conduét, thus recriminates on his Lordfhip, who was the leader of thofe enquiries : 
** Did the Nabéb Jaffier Ally Khawn intend to give no more to Lieutenant Colonel Clive than barely 
** the {fum of 280,000 rupees, as his equal fhare with Governor Drake, of the prefent of 23 lacks 
to the Secret Committee, and 3 lacks, as his proportion of one-eighth as commander in chief, of 
the donation of 25 lacks given to the army? The additional prefent he received at the fame time, 
js ama wr fn thofe = p ma = creer at 25 lacks, above 300,000 pounds fterling ; 
“ and it 1s well known to be the general and eftablifhed praétice among the peop! 

“* make fuch diftinctions,” p i i POEA a 
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Soon after the execution of this treaty, as we have mentioned in our 
foregoing chapter f, arrived the Right Honourable Lord Clive, with 
fome of the gentlemen appointed by the Court of Directors, to form a 
Select Committee, invefted with unlimited powers (as they chofe to in- 
terpret them) for managing the alfairs of the Company. And though 
at this time the country was in perfect tranquillity, every enemy of the 
Company’s actually fubdued, and fuch agreements as were thought 
requifite for the Company’s intereft fettled likewife with the Prince 
Shah Allum and the Rajah Bulwant Sing, yet thefe gentlemen refolved 
to undo all that had been done; and, as we have before obferved, to 
new model the affairs of the Company: and, in order to effeét the in- 
tended alterations, it was determined among them to proceed, as if no 
treaties had been fettled, or peace had not exifted in Bengal, with 
fuppofing the Prince, Shah Allum, then really in poffeffion of the impe- 
rial crown of Hindoftan, and the expelled Nabdéb, Sujah al Dowlah, 
actually * Vizier of the empire, and finally, to inveft themfelves, as 
Plenipotentiaries, with full and ample powers, on behalf of the Nabéb, 
Najim al Dowlah, to do what they pleafed. 

The Emperor Shah Allum and the expelled Nabéb Sujah al Dowlah, 
to whom the objects in view were of no lefs importance than the for- 
mer’s being confirmed king of the world, and the latter’s being reftored 
to his loft dominions, readily agreed to every thing that was propofed by 
our Plenipotentiaries; and new agreements were alfo made and entered 
into, by which our Nabôb, Najim al Dowlah, very meekly lays down his 
Nabobfhip, which the Englifh take up, under the title of Dewannee, 
and he agrees to accept of the annual fum of ficca rupees, fifty-three 
lacks and eighty-fix thoufand (or about 673,2661. fterling) for the 


In a Letter to the Proprietors of Eaft India Stock, from Lord Clive, printed for J. Nourfe, 1764, 
p. 17, his Lordfhip had before apologized for his receiving of thofe prefents, upon his making the 
Nabob Jaffer Ally Khawn, in the following words: 

“ The Nabob, agreeable to the known and ufual cuftom of Eaftern Princes, made prefents, both 
to thole of his own court, and to fuch of the Englith, who by their rank and abilities had been 
“ inftrumental in the happy fuccefs of fo hazardous an enterprize, fuitable to the rank and dignity 
‘“ ofa GREAT Prince. I was one amongft the many who benefited by his favour. I never fought 
to conceal it, but declared publicly, in my letters to the Secret Committee of the India Directors, 
that the Nabob’s generofity had made my fortune ea/y, and that the Company’s welfare was now 
my only motive for ftaying in India. What injuftice was this to the Company ? They could 
expect no more than what was flipulated in the treaty. Or what injunétion was I under to refufe 
a prefent from him, who had the power to make me one, as the reward of honourable services ? 
I know of none.” 

+ Lord Clive arrived at Calcutta the 3d May 176c. 

* See the Preamble to the Treaty with Sujah af Dowlah, 16th Auguft 176s, in the APPENDIX, 
N° XVII. p. 27. 
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fupport of his government. He alfo agrees to give the Emperor 26 
lacks, or 325,000 l. per annum, for giving the Dewannee, or revenues 
of his Nabobihip to the Englifh ; who, in confideration of his Majefty’s 
granting them this Dewannce, alfo engage to become fecurities for the 
Nabéb Najim al Dowlah’s regularly paying that fum zo rhe Emperor. 
The abfurdity of thefe mock negociations will beft appear by a reference 
to the treatics themfelves ; for which purpofe, as well as for more «lear- 
ly fhewing the entire fubjection of thefe Indian Princes, we muft crave 
the reacer’s patience to turn to the Appendix, N° XVII. to XXIII. 
pages 27 to 37. 

With refpect to the relation which the Englifh Eaft India Company at 
preient bears to the Nabobs of Bengal, we cannot explain it in a better 
manner than Lord Clive has already done to the Directors of that Com- 
pany, upon the fubject of this Nabob Najim al Dowlah, of whom we 
have been juft fpeaking. His Lordfhip’s words are thefe. 

T“ Confidering the excefles we have of late years manifefted in our 
« conduct, the Princes of Hindoftan will not readily imagine us capable 
“< of moderation, nor can we expect they will ever be attached to us by 
‘s any other motive than fear. Meer Jaffier Coffim Ally, the prefent 
‘s Nabob, and even Mahomed Ally, the Nabôb of Arcot (the beft Muf- 
s felman Lever knew) have afforded inftances fufficient of their inclina- 
s trons to throw off the Englifh fuperiority. No opportunity will ever 
‘ be neglected that feems to favour an attempt to extirpate us, though 
** the confequences, while we keep our army complete, muft in the end 
“< be more fatal to themfelves. This impatience under the fubjeéction, 
‘© as I may call it, to Europeans is natural; but fo great is the infatu- 
** ation of the natives of this country, that they look no farther than the 
prefent moment, and will put their all to the hazard of a fingle battle. 
Even our young Nabob, who is the iffue of a proftitute, who has little 
abilities, and lefs education to fupply the want of them; mean, 
“ weak, and ignorant as this man is, he would, if left to himielf and 
‘% afew of his artful flatterers, purfue the very paths of his predeceffors. 
“ It is impoffible therefore to truft him with power and be fafe. If 
‘< you mean to maintain your prefent pofleffions and advantages, zke 
“< command of the army and receipt of the revenues muft be kept in your 
‘< own hands; every wifh he may exprefs to obtain either, be affured, 
“* is an indication of his defire to reduce you to your original ftate of 
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+ Part of the 15th paragraph of a Letter, dated Calcutta, the 30th September 1765. AuTHEN- 
Tic PAPERS, p. 29. 
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<< dependency, to which you can never now return without CEASING TO 
w porin” 

This our young Nabôb Najim al Dowlah, by the agreement * made 
between him and the Company in July 1765, was to have a fettled 
income, out of the revenues of the Bengal provinces, of confiderably 
more than fifty-three lacks of ficca rupees per annum. Within two or 
three months afterwards, in confequence of the penetrating inf{pections 
that had been made by Lorp CLIveE and Mr. SYKEs, it was reduced 
to lef than forty-two lacks f: but he died /udden/y on the 8th May 
1766, within fifteen months after his exaltation to the Miafnud. 

The allowance to his brother and fucceflor Meer Kaneyah, a/ias Seyf 
al Dowlah, a youth of about fifteen years old, was reduced to thirty-fix 
lacks, which however he did not long enjoy, having, on the roth of 
March 1770, alfo died /uddenl!y. 

His youngeft brother Mobiareck al Dowlah, a youth of about thirteen 
years of age, was the next Nabob. His allowance upon his acceflion to 
this nominal Government was fettled by the Company’s Servants in 
Bengal, at thirty-two lacks a year; but it was leffened, in the fame year 
17°70, to fixteen lacks by the Court of Directors; who at the fame time 
allo reduced the income of the minifter Mahomed Reza Khawn, from 
nine to five lacks per annum. 

Our prefent Nabéb Mobiareck al Dowlah, though a child, has already 
been furnifhed with a feraglio, which will fcarce contribute to promote 
a long life: but when, or how Mobareck may die we pretend not to 
forefee. However, as he is the only remaining fon of Meer Jaffier, and 
confidering the late fatality among Nabobs, it is reafonable to imagine 
the race of them in Bengal is very nearly at an end. It is probable 
our prefent young Nabôb may prove the laft of his family, and he may 
likewife wind up the bottom of this office, with refpect to the human 
race. Whenever he dies, in any way, perhaps one of the {ftate- 
elephants may be thought no improper fucceffor, that being an animal 
of great fhew, very long lived, equally f tradable, and not fo expen- 
five to maintain as the pageant parts of the human race. 





* See APPENDIX, N° XXIII. p. 37. 

+ See LorD Crive’s LETTER to the COURT oF DIRECTORS. AUTHENTIC PAPERS cone 
cerning ĪNDIA AFFAIRS, page 27. And Sykes’s LETTER to the SELECT COMMITTEE at 
CALCUTTA. Appendix, N° XXXIX. p. 139, &c. 

į See SyK&£s’s LETTER to the SELECT COMMITTEE. Appendix, page 138. 


CHAP. 





e 
Tr 
. 
tt | 
= 
_ 


CONSIDERATIONS 





CHAP. VI. 


REMARKS on THE FOREGOING CHAPTERS. 





ANY intelligent gentlemen in England, who are unacquainted 

with the affairs of India, when they hear the Grand Mogul or the 
Nabôb of Bengal mentioned, imagine them to be independent Princes, 
pofiefled of territories in. their own right, and either ruling their fub- 
jects by their own will, or by the eftablifhed laws of India. The fore- 
going chapters, we hope, will fet thofe matters in a true light, and 
convince the impartial reader, that nothing can be more diftant from 
truth at prefent than the idea of fuch independency. The Nabobs of 
Bengal are no other than the tools of the Englifh Eaft India Company 
and their Reprefentatives in Afia, through whom not only the natives, 
but even Englifhmen, in thofe remote parts, are expofed to every fpe- 
cies of oppreffiion ; for fo grievous is the prefent fituation of Britifh fub- 
jects in thofe countries, that it is in fact now eafily in the power of the 
Governor of Bengal, whenever he pleafes, to deprive any one of fo much 
of his property as lies within the Nabéb’s dominions, or even of his life, 
fhould he truft himfelf there, without its being poffible for juftice to be 
procured againft fuch offenders by any laws now in being there, or even 
here, according to the prefent ftate of things and conftitution of the 
Company. Every fubfequent chapter will ferve more to convince the 
reader of the truth of thefe afflertions. 

The only land which the Englifh Eaft India Company ever legally 
held by a regular grant froma real Mogul, was what the Emperor 
Furrukhfeer granted them in the year 1717, which was not quite fif- 
teen acres, wherever they eftablifhed their factories, as will be fhewn 
in the following chapter. And from all the concurrent teftimonies pro- 
duced in our fourth and fifth chapters concerning the Dewannee ancl 
the Nabob, to which teftimonies even the Right Honourable Lord Clive 
himfelf has contributed, it appears clearly, that, accordizg to the infti- 
tutions of the empire, the Nabôb, Nazim, or Subahdar of Bengal, or in- 
deed of any other part of Hindoftan, had no power over the revcnues, 
he being liable to be called upon for the whole amount of them, after 
being paid the neccflary expences of the Nizamut. 

The Nabob therefore could have no right to difpofe of the revenues, 
much lels to beftow the rank of nobility by creating Omrahs of the 
2 empire ; 
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empire; to alienate lands, or grant away to another perfon, by a for- 
mal and public act, any part of a jagueer which he might himíelf have 
held only conditionally, in appearance, from the Emperor, as a Ja- 
gueerdar; which being all imperial acts, could only be done ty an Em- 
peror eftablifhed on the throne of Dehly, and fuch an one there has 
not been for many years palt; confequently all the tenures of fuch ter- 
ritories and revenues as have been taken by the Englifh Company, be- 
yond what were granted them in 1717 by Furrukhfeer, are not legally 
valid, according to the conflitution of the Mogul empire, but poffeffions 
acquired and held either by violence or ufurpation. 

To fuppofe the exiftence of the old eftabliihed laws and actual form 
of government of the Mogul empire, and to argue therefrom, is highly 
abfurd in fpeaking of the prefent ftate of affairs, when no fuch laws or 
empire exift. In all the publications therefore which have lately been 
made of thofe matters, we meet with numberlefs abfurdities and con- 
tradictions ; the parties themfelves having made the conftitution of the 
Mogul empire appear juít what they pleafed, by reprefenting things in 
fuch lights as beft ferved to promote their own temporary interefts. 

Thus in the memorial from the Court of Directors of the Englifh 
Company to the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty, on the fubject of com- 
plaints from the Dutch Eaft India Company, dated the 3d February 
1762, the Directors by very ingenious arguments endeavour to con- 
vince their Sovereign, that the Nabob of Bengal was de faéto whatever 
he might be de jure, a * fovereign.prince, and the Mogul nobody; be- 
caufe at that time it was requifite for their purpofe that Jaffier AHy 
Khawn, our Company’s firft Nabab, fhould appear independent. The 
Right Honourable Lord Clive at that time fupported the fame doétrine, 
becaufe, in gratitude for his having fecured to that officer the Nabdb- 
fhip of Bengal, the Nabób had made his Lordfhip an Omrah, and by 
appointing him a jagueer, made him a ‘fagucerdar, or Lord of the 
Company’s lands, ‘‘ who were thereby freed from all dependence, except 
“ on his Lordfhip F.” But when it becomes neceflary to affume the 
Dewannee, as we have juft ícen, then our Nabôb is nobody; and 
Shah Allum iffues his Royal Firmauns with all Imperial authority. 

The fact is, that none of thefe revolutions or pretended grants can be 
fupported upon principles of juftice. [In all the tranfactions we have 
taken notice of, there was no right but that of the longeft fword, nor 
any law except the will of the conquerors; who could, upon all fuch 





* See A DEFENCE, &c. printed for J. Brotherton, in Cornhill, 1762, page 22. 
LA ia LORD CLIVE’s LETTER to the PROPRIETORS, printed for J. Nouríe, 1764, pages 34 
to 36. 
[G] occalions, 
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occafions, have taken for themfelves, or given to the Company what 
they pleafed, having no check but their own confciences, or feldom any 
rule but that of convenience. 

The Black Nabôbs had the fame reafon for appearing to hold their 
Nabobfhips by virtue of Imperial Sannuds, as the Englifh Company had 
for pretending to hold their firft lands by grants from the Nabéb, and 
their /ubfequent Dewannee from the Mogul, though they fhould be ne- 
ceflitated for each purpofe refpectively to create their own Nabobs ot 
Emperors; viz. the having fomething oftenfible to fcreen their ufurpa- 
tion, in cafe their pretended right fhould be difjputed by any other 
power; but as the fword alone would decide the point in India, this 
cloak feems to have been chiefly calculated for fervice in our northern 
climates. 

Perhaps Lord Clive had this idea principally in view, as a farther fe- 
curity for his jagueer, when on his laft trip to Bengal he changed the 
{tate of the Company’s affairs fo fpeedily, by altering all the treaties 
then fubfifting, exalting the Prince Ally Gohár, and introducing the 
Company as deriving every thing immediately from this our new- 
created EMPEROR, by the manœuvre of the Dewannee. In the then 
{tate of the Company’s affairs, it was poffible that the litigation refpeét- 
ing his jagueer might be revived, or that even government might inter- 
fere therein ; and his Lordfhip well knew that he could fcarce have 
continued in the enjoyment of it, if the Company had been averfe to 
his fo doing ; much lefS could he ever have obtained fatisfaction from 
the laws or courts of Hindofta4n, to which, in the opinions of the ableft 
lawyers here, the point muft at laft have been referred for decifion. 
Every ftep, therefore, tending farther to eftablifh the authority of this 
unfortunate Prince, as Emperor, and to make the Company appear to 
hold all they poffeffed under that authority which was alfo made to 
confirm his Lordfhip’s Jagueer, was adding weight to his own claim; 
and the additional allowance of twenty-fix lacks per annum, which his 
Lordfhip provided for this our Emperor, was binding him by intereft 
to his Lordfhip’s fide. 

It is {carce poflible otherwife to account for this extraordinary and 
boid ftep of his Lordfhip, in affuming the Dewannee; which, as we 
have fhewn in our 4th chapter, had been fo pofitively rejected by the 
Company in March 1763; for it was a ftep that was highly incom- 
patible with the Company’s engagements then fubfifting with the Na- 
bob, and injurious to that family from whom both the Company and 
his Lordfhip had derived the greateft benefits, nay, and which could 
not fail of laying open and expofing the affairs of the Company to thofe 
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national inquiries which followed ; while in fact they had not in Ben- 
gal the appearance of receiving immediately any real advantage from 
the change. That the reader may perceive more clearly the truth of 
this laft affertion, we will lay before him a fhort view of the advantages 
gained by the Company upon the treaties fubfifting when Lord Clive 
and his Committee arrived in Calcutta, compared with thole made by 
them upon their affuming of the Dewannee. 

In order to form a right judgment of this comparifon, the reader 
muft be fairft informed of the true value of the zemindary of the late 
Rajah Bulwant Sing. At the capital city of Banaras, the judicious Gø- 
vernor Vanfittart and his Council had, towards the end of the year 
1764, eftablifhed a factory confifting of a Chief and Council, for the 
collection of the revenues of that zemindary, which was likewife more 
advantageoufly fituated for extending and increafing the fales of broad- 
cloth and other ftaple articles imported by the Company, than any other 
factory they poffeffed. His Lordfhip -and the Secret Committee (who 
appeared on this as well as. on many other occafions, to have brought 
from England all knowlege of the ftate India was in on their arrival) 
upon relinquifhing this zemindary, refelved alfo to withdraw the fac- 
tory ; and without duly confulting the fervants of the Company em-. 
ployed in that department, were pleafed to fix the revenues of the 
country for the laft year they refolved the Company fhould hold it, -end- 
ing the 27th November 1765, at twenty lacks of rupees. But it is well 
known that the Rajah, who died about two years ago, collected near 
four times that fum. His brother, the late Sirnaam Sing, was actually 
on the point of making propofals to the Company for giving them forty- 
five lacks per annum for that zemindary, about the time in which this 
country was given up by his Lordfhip. In a very fhort time the Com- 
pany therefore might with the greateft propriety, after making every 
equitable allowance to the Zemindar, have collected fifty lacks, and 
upon his demife, by keeping the lands in their own hands, upon the 
footing of the Calcutta Perginnahs, there is not the leaft doubt to be 
entertained of their having foon yielded eighty lacks, or one million 
tterling per annum. 
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Upon the treaties fubfifting in Governor SPENCER’s time, Fe- 
bruary 1765 (See the Appendix, N“ XIV. and XV. pages a1, 
22, &c.) 


The acceffion of five lacks of Sicca rupees 

per month in confideration of the Com- 

pany’s military expences, is, per annum 6,000,000 
‘The revenues of Burdwan, Midnipore, and 

Chittigong, (exclufive of Calcutta and 

the 24 Perginnahs) agreeably to an efti- 

mate of Lord Clive’s - - - 5,000,000 
The revenues of Ghazipore, Baniras, &c. 

diftricts of the zemindary of Bulwant 

Sing, which for the reafons before given 

may with great moderation be eftimated 

at - - - - - - 4,500,000 


I 5,500,000 

Or, at 2s. 6d. each - - - - - - 1,943,750 
Upon Lorp CrIive’s Treaties in Auguft 1765, (fee 
the Appendix, N” XVII. XVIII. XXII. and XXIII. 


pages 27, 29, 36 and 37.) 


His Lordfhip himfelf * eftimated, that the 
whole revenues of the Company’s pro- 
vinces in Bengal, Bahar and Orifla, (ex- 
clufive of Calcutta and the 24 Pergin- 
nahs) would amount to - - 25,000,000 

From which muft be deduéted, 

The annual ftipend provided by 
his Lordthip for the Emperor 
Shah Allum - - 

The annual allowance to the 
Nabôb of Bengal, which, 
though afterwards reduced, 
was firít fixed at S390131 

——_ 7,986,131 





0 


Sicca Rupees, Pounds Sterling, 





Sicca Rupees. 


2,600,000 





17,013,869 
ii ia 2,I 26,733 


L- 182,983 


Or, at 2s. 6d. each ‘i ai 





* See AUTHENTIC PAPERS, page 26. 
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The difference in favour of Lord Clive’s treaties, according to this 
eftimate, which comprehends evcry article of a permanent nature, is 
only one hundred and eighty-two thoufand, nine hundred and cighty- 
three pounds fterling per annum, even admitting that, agrceably to his 
Lordfhip’s eftimate, 250 lacks had been aétually colleéted ; which we 
believe, from a variety of caufes, has not been the cafe in any one year 
from his Lordfhip’s eftablifhment to this day. It is true, that the Na- 
bob, Sujah al Dowlah, upon his being reftored to his country, paid 
the Company fifty lacks of rupees, agreeably to the 6th article of the 
treaty, as an indemmification for their charges in the war. But this 
being only a temporary advantage, againft which muft be alfo placed 
the extraordinary charge of that campaign, it cannot with propriety be 
included in our eftimate among the articles of a permanent annual re- 
venue. 

If then we place againft the before-mentioned 1 82,9831. the 400,0001. 
now paid annually to government, and the additional improvements 
which might have been moft reafonably expected from Bulwant Sing’s 
Zemindary, it muft be allowed that his Lordfhip’s alterations, upon 
afluming the Dewannec, have been no way for the intcreft of the Com- 
pany, even without bringing to account the amazing increafe in the 
charges of the civil and military eftablifiments, which has been another 
ill confequence, to the almoft entire abforption of the revenues. 

Even the Court of Eaft India Direétors feem to have been foon fen- 
fible of this greatly increafing charge, by their letter to the Sele&t Com- 
mittee at Bengal, dated the 16th March 1768; wherein, after eftimat- 
ing what the various articles of increafe in their military and other 
charges would amount to, exclufive of what might be paid to the 
Marahtalis, if their treaty with that nation fhould come to a conclu- 
fion, they thus proceed, in the r4oth paragraph. ‘* When thefe cal- 
** culations are made, you will find we already approach the utmo/ft 

limits of what expence can be afforded fron the revenues: and fhould 
there be occafion for any military operations, it will be found we 
have not altered our fituation much to our advantage ; but have 


only exchanged a certain profit in commerce for â PRECARIOUS one in 
< REVENUE ” 





€c 


ee 


£4 


éé 








g 

a 

= 
> NASN 
J 
* . . i 
> 
Cc 

ra 

7 


Z| 
ATIONS 


J 
£ 
HS 


54 CONSIDE 


—— 


c H A P. VII. 


On the MOGUL’s FIRMAUNS, the PassrorrTrs called DU S- 


TUCKS, and the carly POSSESSIONS of the ENGLISH 
in BENGAL. 


HE Portugueze, who after the firft difcoveries of Vafco de Gama, 

in 1497, poffefled the greateft power and trade in India for 
near a century uninterrupted by any European rival, had fettle- 
ments eltablifhed at Surat and Guzerat, or Amadavat, on the coafts 
of Coromandel and Malabar, and in Bengal, long before any Englifh 
trading veilels vifited India. They were fo early, as about the year 
1534, in league with the King of Bengal, then independent of the 
court of Dehly, whom they afliited with a large force from Goa againit 
the Patan, Shere Khawn. ‘Their principal fettlements in Bengal at 
firft were Porto Grande, which we now call Chittigong, and near 
Hoogly, Porto Pequeno, where, or thereabouts, they ftill preferve their 
prefent fettlement of Bandell: which fettlement at Hoogly was after- 
wards confirmed to them by the Emperor Shah Seleem, or Jehan Gueer, 
the grandfather of the famous Aurengzebe, on condition of their pro- 
tecting the Bay and Coaft of Bengal againft the incurfions of the Mugg 
pirates, which were at that time very frequent. 

Queen Elizabeth was the firft of Britifh Sovereigns who interefted 
themfelves in the voyages of the Englifh round the Cape, to the Eaft ; 
having, for the purpofe of eftablifhing a trade in India and China, fent 
her royal letters, by the adventurers of thofe times, to feveral of the 
Emperors and Princes of thofe countries ; particularly in the year 1583, 
by two merchants, named John Newbery and Ralph Fitch; and in 
the year 1596, by two others, named Richard Allot and Thomas 
Bromfield. 

Her Majefty’s letter dated in February 1583, fent by Mr. John New- 
bery to the Great Mogul, or Emperor Akbur, was as follows. 





“ Elizabeth, by the Grace of God, &c. To the moft Invincible and 
‘“ moft Mightie Prince, Lord Zelabdim Echebar, King of Cambaya, 
“ Invincible Emperor, &c. 
‘s The great affection which our fubjects have to vifit the mott diftant 
places of the world, not without good will and intention to in 
troduce the trade of merchandize of al nations whatfoever they can, 
“< by which meancs the mutual and friendly trafique of merchandize 
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on both fides may come, is the caufe that the bearer of this letter, 
John Newbery, jointly with thofe that be in his company, witha 
curteous and honeft boldnefle, do repaire to the borders and coun- 
treys of your empire, wee doubt not but that your Imperial Majeftie, 
through your royal grace, will favourably and friendly accept him. 
And that ye would do it the rather for our fake, to make us greatly 
beholding to your Majeftie ; wee fhould more earneftly, and with 
more words require it, if wee did think it needful. But by the 
fingular report that is of your Imperial Majeftie’s humanitie in thefe 
uttermoft parts of the world, wee are greatly eafed of that burden, 
and therefore wee ufe the fewer and leffle words: onely we requeft 
that becaufe they are our fubjects, they may be honeftly intreated 
and received. And that in refpect of the hard journey which they 
have undertaken to places fo far diftant, it would pleafe your Ma- 
jeftie, with fome libertie and fecurity of votage to gratifie it, with 
fuch privileges as to you fhall feem good: which curtifie, if your 
Imperial Majeftie {hal to our fubjeéts at our requefts performe, wee, 
according to our royal honour, will recompence the fame with as 


many deferts as we can. And herewith wee bid your Imperial Ma- 
jeftie to farewel *.” 


Mr. Ralph Fitch, who writes the narrative recorded in Hackluyt, 


mentions their having ftaid at the court of the Emperor Akbur, which 
was then held at Fettehpore, until the 28th September 1585; but takes 
no notice of any privileges then obtained. 

The firft Englifhman, as may be gathered from Purchas’s colleétion, 
who obtained privileges from the Grand Mogul in favour of this na- 
tion, was a John Mildenhall ft. He fet out from London in the year 
1599, upon a voyage up the Streights ; after which he proceeded over 
land from Aleppo, through Perfia, to the Mogul’s court at Agra, (but was a 
confiderable time on his journey, the reafons for which delay he gives no 
account of,) where he arrived in 1603. He was, as well as his letters, 
very gracioufly received by the Emperor, to whom he prefented a 
Nuzzer of twenty-nine fine horfes, and fome jewellery ; but met with 
great oppofition from the intrigues of the Jefuits, particularly the Ita- 
lians, of whole enmity he complains much; and could do nothing for 
want of the language of the country. He therefore applied hard, and 
made himfelf fufficiently mafter of the Perfian tongue, whereby he 


* See RICHARD HACKLUYT’s COLLECTION, the 2d volume, page 245. Printed, London, 1599. 
t See PURCHAS’s PILGRIMS, 1ft Part of his 2d Book, page 114, anno 1625. 
found 
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found means to ingratiate himfelf with the Mogul, and at laft obtained 
firmauns much to his fatisfaction, and which were faid to tend greatly 
to the profit and honour of this nation; but we are not furnifhed with 
the copies of thofe firmauns. 

During Mr. Mildenhall’s peregrination, that is, on the 30th Decem- 

ber in the year 1600, Queen Elizabeth had granted her firft letters pa- 
tent to certain adventurers, for fifteen years, for the difcovery of the 
trade to the Eaft, by the name of The Governor and Company of Mer- 
chants of London trading into the Eaft Indies; which moft probably 
prevented Mr. Mildenhall’s firmauns from appearing. 
Mr. Thomas Beft *, who went out to India with the direction of two 
fhips in 1611, carried letters likewife from King James, and prefents to 
the Great Mogul, Shah Seleem (afterwards called Noor al Deen Jehan- 
gueer) then at Agra. On the 21ft October 1612, he fettled articles of 
trade with the Mogul Governor of Amadavat and Surat, of which he 
afterwards received a confirmation from the Mogul, in a firmaun, dated 
at Agra the 25th January 1613; whereby, among other things, it was 
{ftipulated, ‘‘ That there fhould be a perpetual peace and free com- 
s merce between the Mogul’s fubjeéts and the Englifh in all parts of 
¢¢ his dominions; that all Englifh goods fhould pay cuftom after the 
“ rate of three and a half per cent. upon the value or price they were 
“< worth when put into the cuftom-houfe, and that it fhould be lawful 
« for the King of England to keep and continue an ambaflador at 
«c the court of the Great Mogul, during the time of the faid peace and 
*¢ commerce; there to compound and end all fuch great and weighty 
& queftions as might any way tend to a breach of the faid peace.” 

In the year 1614, Sir Thomas Roe f, Knight, was appointed, and 
fent by his Majefty, King James the Firft, as ambaflador, with prefents 
and a letter to the Grand Mogul, Shah Seleem, or Jehangueer, of which 
letter the following is a copy. 














«< James, by the Grace of Almighty God, the Creator of heaven and 
“ earth, King of Great, Britain, &c. &c. 

‘s To the High and Mighty Monarch, the Great Mogul, King of the 
«* oriental Indies, of Candahar, Cafhmeer, Khoraflaan, &c. Greeting. 

‘*¢ We having notice of your great favor towards us and our fubjeéts, 
**¢ by your great firmaun to all your captains of rivers, and officers of 
** your cuftoms, for the entertainment of our loving fubjects, the Eng- 
«« jifh nation, with all kind refpect, at what time foever they (hall 








* See PURCHAS’s PILGRIMS, Book II. 6, &c. 
+t IBID. page 535, &c. P oiii 
4. «¢ arrive 
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arrive at any of the ports within your dominions, and that they may 
have quiet tradc and commerce, without any kind of hindrance or 
moleftation, &c. as by the articles concluded by Sheik Suffec, Go- 
vernor of the Guzerats, in your name, with our loving fubject Cap- 
tain Thomas Beft, appeareth: having thought it meet to fend unto 
you our ambaffador which may more fully, and at large, handle and 
treat of fuch matters as are fit to be confidered of, concerning that 
good and friendly correfpondence which is fo lately begun between 
us; and which will without doubt redound to the honour and uti- 
lity of both nations. In which confideration, and for the furthering 
of fuch laudable commerce, we have made choice of Sir Thomas 
Roe, Knight, one of the principal gentlemen of our court, to whom 
we have given commiffion under our great feal of England, together 
with directions and inftructions, further to treat of fuch matters as 
may be for the continuance and increafe of the utility and profit 
of each other’s fubjects: to whom we pray you to give favor and 
credit in whattoever he fhall move and propound towards the efta- 
blifhing and enlarging of the fame. And for confirmation of our 
good inclination and well-wifhing towards you, we pray you to ac- 
cept in good part the prefent which our faid ambaflador will deliver 
unto you: and fo do commmit you to the merciful protection of Al- 
mighty God.” 


Sir Thomas Roe had his firft audience at court, then kept at Azmeer, 


on the roth January 1616. He was very gracioufly received, and the 
anf{wer which the Emperor Jehangueer wrote to King James’s letter, as 
delivered to Sir Thomas, was as follows. 


After the ufual preamble and compliments. ‘* Your letter, which 
you fent me inthe behalf of your merchants, I have received, where- 
by I reft fatishied in your tender love towards me; and defire you 
not to take it ill, for not having writ unto you heretofore ; for this my 
prefent letter 1 fend to renew our loves, and herewith do certify you 
that I have {fent forth my firmauns through all my countries to this 
effect, that if any Englifh fhips or merchants fhall arrive in any of 
my ports, my people fhall permit and fuffer them to do what they 
will freely in their merchandizing caufes, aiding and affifting them 
in all occafions of injuries that fhall be offered them, and that the 
leaft caufe of difcourtefy be not done unto them, as alto that they be 
as free and frecr than my own people. And as now and formerly I 
have received from you divers tokens of your love, fo I defire your 


: 2 ‘¢ mindful- 
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« mindfulnefs of me by fome noveltys from your country, as an argu- 
< ment of friendf{hip between us: for fuch is the cuftom of Princes here. 

s As for your merchants, I have given exprefs order through all my 
<< country to fuffer them to fell, buy, traniport, and carry away at 
s their pleafures, without the let or hindrance of any perfon whatfo- 
« ever, all fuch goods and merchandize, or other things, as they fhall 
<< defire to buy: and let this my letter as fully fatisfy you in the defired 
‘< peace and love, as if my own fon had been the meflenger to ratify 
« the fame. And if any in my country, not fearing God, nor obey- 
< ing their King, or any other, void of religion, fhould endeavour, 
« or be an inftrument to break this league of friendfhip, I would fend 
s my fon, Sultan Khourm, a foldier approved in the wars, to cut him 
<< off, that no obftacle may hinder the continuance and encreafing of 
‘<< our affections.” 


Such was the nature of the firmauns and the encouragement at firft 
granted tothe Englifh, at the fpecial requeft of the Sovereigns of Eng- 
land, in favour of the whole nation. By permiflion of the Mogul go- 
vernment, the Englifh Company fettled their firft factory in Bengal, at 
Hoogly, where the Dutch had fettled about the year 1625; and the 
Englifh factors at Bengal were dependent upon the Company’s fettle- 
ment at Chinipatam, or Madrafs. Hoogly, which is now in ruins, 
was at this time a port of confiderable trade; to which all foreigners 
in general reforted, as to the grand emporium for the purchafe and 
fale of all commodities in Bengal: but no Europeans were then per- 
mitted to raife fortifications in Bengal, being juftly kept totally de- 
pendent upon that government, where they had procured themfelves 
admittance for the avowed purpofe of trade only. 

As the trade increafed from the indulgences granted to foreign fet- 
tlers, they were naturally objects of jealoufy to the natives; fo that 
caufes of difputes frequently arofe in many parts of the empire wherein 
the Europeans had eftablifhed their factories. The Englifhman fre- 
quently met with rebuffs that he could not reconcile to his notions of 
liberty, andthe Mogul governors were as frequently difappointed in their 
expectations of Afiatic fervile obedience from Englifhmen ; fo that ir- 
regularity and diforder were as often committed on one fide, as violence 
and oppreifion on the other. 

Such contefts were by no means favourable to the Company’s trade; 
and they were unhappily carried to fuch lengths, particularly at the 
Company’s fettlements on the Malabar coaft, that, about the year 1685, 
the Company thought they had no alternative, but either to withdraw 
their trade, or refift by foree the violences of the Nabébs; which were 
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afterwards not a little aggravated and exaggerated by their governor of 
Bombay. Having before them, from the tranfactions of the Portugueze, 
recent proofs of the very great advantages over the natives of India, 
which were to be had from an European naval armament, and the re- 
gular difcipline of European infantry, the Company determined upon 
trying what they could effect by force; and, having obtained permit- 
fion from King James the IId. they fitted out and fent one fleet to 
cruize off Surat, and to take, plunder and deftroy all Indian fhips and 
veffels ; and another fleet with troops to Bengal, to act vigoroufly in 
that quarter. 

The fleet on the Malabar coaft made immenfe booty at fea, from in- 
difcriminately plundering all Indian merchant-fhips, whilft the troops 
in Bengal, under the command of Mr. Job Chanock, the Company’s 
chief factor at Hoogly, experienced many changes of fortune. Sir John 
Child, the Company’s governor at Bombay, by his * imprudent conduét 
prolonged the war until June 1690, which was fatal to the then Com- 
pany, having coft them above four hundred thoufand pounds fterling, 
before they could get rid of it, befides the forfeiture of their privileges, 
and the lofs of their credit with the Indians and the Mogul; whofe 
governor of Surat, Sedee Yacoob, took Bombay, and imprifoned the 
Company’s factors, obliging them to pafs through the ftreets with irons 
about their T necks. 

“< The bad fuccefs of this war obliged the Englifh to fue for peace 
‘* and pardon from the then Emperor Aurengzebe ; for which purpofe 
‘s they difpatched from Surat two of their factors to Dehly, under the 
< names of Englifh Ambaffladors: one, Mr. George Weldon, who was 
‘ firft in commiffion, and Mr. Abraham Navaar, a Jew, who was fe- 
<“ cond. ‘They were brought to Aurengzebe’s prefence, after a new 
‘s mode for ambaffadors, their hands being tied by a fafh before them, 
‘* and were obliged to proftrate themfelves. The King gave them a 
s% {evere reprimand, and then afked their demands. ‘They firt made 
“< a confeffion of their faults, and defired pardon; then, that their Fir- 





* Hamilton, Vol. Ift, pages 185 to 229, in his account of the Eaft Indies, where he commanded 
a veffel in the coafting trade for many years, gives a fhocking account of the conduét of Mr. John 
Child, who was related to Sir Jofiah Child, then at the head of the Company’s affairs in England. 
This Mr. Child, appointed governor of Bombay about the year 1682, was foon afterwards made general 
in India, and created a Baronet: for money (fays our author) which the Company knew how to apply 
to the neceffities of King Charles. He is reprefented to have beef guilty of every fpecies of tyranny, 
oppreffion, injuftice and plunder, alike towards the natives of the country and his own fellow fub- 
jects ; and to have involved the Company in this war, which at laft ended as difgracefully to himfelf 
as to the Company and the Kingdom. 

+ Account of the Easr InpiEs by Alexander Hamitton, 1727. See alfo Harris, Vol. Iĝ, 
pages 901, &c. 
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‘¢ maun, which was forfeited, fhould be renewed, and that the Sedee 
<< and his army fhould be ordered off the ifland of Bombay. 

< Aurengzebe, who was a mild and wile prince, accepted of their 
« fubmiffion, and pardoned their faults, on condition that Governor 
« Child fhould leave India in nine months, and never come back 
s again: and the Firmaun was renewed, on condition that fatisfaction 
s fhould be given to his fubjects on account of debts contracted, rob- 
‘¢ beries committed, and loffes and damages made good.” 

Matters being thus fettled from the great lenity of the Mogul, the 
Company’s agent in Bengal, Mr. Job Chanock, obtained leave for the 
Englifh to return to their factories. He did not choofe to return to 
Hoogly, and therefore firft fettled at Ulbareea, a village fituated on a 
creek upon the weftern fide of the river, near forty miles below Hoog- 
ly ; but, finding this place inconvenient, he afterwards obtained leave 
{from the Nabob to fettle his factory at Sootanutty, a village now com- 
prehended in the diftricts of the prefent town of Calcutta. 

Six years afterwards, that is, about the year 1696, feveral of the 
hereditary landholders, headed by the Rajah of Burdwân, declared 
themfelves independent of the Mogul’s governor, or Nabob of Bengal ; 
and, having raifed a confiderable force, they proceeded to the taking 
and plundering of Hoogly, the capital Murfhedabad, and Ragemahl, 
before a ftop could be put to their rebellion. The Englifh, French, 
and Dutch, with great profeflions of attachment, declared in favour of 
the Nabob; and availed themfelves of this confufion to fortify their 
fettlements, under the pretence of felf-defence. Thus arofe the walls 
of the Dutch fort at Chinfurah, the French fort at Chandernagore, and 
Fort William at the Englifh fettlement of Calcutta. 

The Nabob who had been fent by the Mogul Aurengzebe, to quell 
this rebellion was Azim al Shawn, a man of a moft avaricious. difpo- 
{ition ; which enabled the Englifh, by bribery, to obtain his confent 
for their purchafing of the Zemindars, or hereditary landholders, the 
Zemindary rights of the diftri¢ts round them, to the extent of about 
one mile and a half fquare; by which they annexed the villages of 
Calcutta and Govindpore to their jurifdiction, the accuftomed royalties 
being referved to the Nabob. 

The advantages which the natives found under this new eftablifhed 
government, from the favour fhewn to the Englifh, and the great in- 
creafe of trade after the union of their two Companies, brought a great 
concourfe of people to the Englifh fettlements ; the importance of 
which increafed to faft, that, in the year 1707, the Directors in Eng- 
land appointed Calcutta to be a Prefidency, independent of Madrafs. 

We 
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We do not hear of any thing farther paffing with the Court of Dehly 
refpecting the Firmauns of the Englifh, till the reign of the Emperor 
Furrukhfeer. The trade of the Englifh Company in Bengal had, from 
the period of their fubmiffion to Aurengzebec, continued to grow daily 
more important ; but it was not carried on without frequent interrup- 
tions from the officers of the Mogul government, which it was hardly 
poffible to avoid with a colony fo fituated. Being fenfible likewife of 
the precarious tenures of their eftablifhments in Bengal and elfewhere, 
in the year 1715, the Company fent a deputation of two gentlemen to 
the Court of Dehly; one an Englifhman, named John Surman, and 
the other a very confiderable Armenian merchant, named Cogee Ser- 
haud, to folicit redrefs for paft, and fecurity again{ft future oppreffions; 
for an extenfion of their old, and for many new privileges; and parti- 
cularly for a fmall fpot of ground to be allowed them wherever they 
fettled a factory. 

It was upon this deputation that the Englifh Eaft India Company ob- 
tained their Grand Firmaun, exempting them from paying any duties 
upon their trade within the Mogul’s dominions, on paying a Pefhcifh, 
or acknowledgment of ten thoufand rupees per annum. As this is the 
Firmaun by which they were governed, till they themfelves became the 
makers of Nabdébs and Moguls, and will fhew what parts of the peti- 
tions of our ambaffadors were granted, we give it intire to our readers, 
in the tranflation which Mr. James Frafer, a gentleman well acquainted 
with the Perfian language, has made of it, and inferted in his Hiftory of 
Nader Shah, viz. 

‘< All governors, people in offices, &c. who are at prefent, and fhall 
be hereafter in the province of Ahmedabad, and in the fortunate 
‘ ports of Surat and Cambay, being in hopes of the royal favour, 
‘< Know, that at this time Mr. John Surman and Cogee Serhaud, fac- 
< tors to the Englifh, have reprefented, ‘* That cuftoms on Englifh 
“ goods all over the empire are pardoned, except at the port of Surat; 
“ and that at the faid port from the time of the late Emperor Shahab 
‘< al Deen Shah Jehan, two per cent. was fettled as cuftoms ; from the 
“ time of the late Emperor Mohy al Deen Mahomed Aurengzebe Al- 
“ lumgueer, three and a half per cent. was appointed; and in other 
“ places none molefted them on this account: and in the time of the 
“< Emperor Abul Mazuffer Bahadr Shah, two and a half per cent. was 
“ fetded, and is in force until now. By reafon of the oppreflions of 
“< the government officers there, it is three years fince they have with- 
“< drawn their factory. In the provinces of Bahár and Oriffa this na- 
‘“ tion pays no cuftoms; and in the port of Hoogly, in the province 
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of Bengal, they yearly give 3,000 rupees acknowledgment in lieu 
of cuftoms; they are in hopes, that, according to the cuftom of 
other ports, in the port of Surat likewife a yearly acknowledgment 
may be fettled in lieu of cuftoms: they agree therefore to a yearly 
Pefhcifh, or acknowledgment of ten thoutand rupees.” 

< The order that fubjeéts the world to obey it, and which mutt be 


t ftrictly-followed, is iffued forth: that fince they agree to ten thoufand 
* rupees Pefhcifh at the port of Surat, take it yearly; and, befides 
< that, moleft them on no account. And what goods or effects their 
< factors bring or carry away, by land or water, to and from the ports 


of the provinces and other parts, looking upon them to be cuftom- 


free, let them buy and fell at their pleafure. And, if in any place, 
any of their effects fhould be ftolen, ufe your utmoft eideavours to 


to the owner; and wherever they fettle a factory, or buy and fell 


€ 
£ 
€ 
€ recover them, delivering the robbers to punifhment, and the goods 
4 
S 


goods, be affifting to them on all juft occafions ; and whomfoevcr of 
< the merchants, &c. they may have a juft demand on by accounts, 
€ according to equity, give the Englifh their due, and let no perfon 
< injure their factors. They have likewife humbly reprefented, ‘* That 


the Dewâns in the provinces may demand the original Sannud, or 
a copy, with the Nazim or Dewan’s feal affixed, that to produce the 
original in every place is impracticable; they are therefore in hopes, 
that a copy under the Kâzy’s feal fhall be credited, and they not de- 
mand the original Sannud, or moleft them on account of a copy, 
with the N4zim or DewaAn’s feal. And in the ifland of Bombay, be- 
longing to the Englifh, where Portugueze coins are current, that, 
according to the cuftom of Madrafs, coins may be ftruck: and that 
whoever of the Company’s fervants, being in debt, runs away, may 
be fent to the chief of the factory; and that on account of the 
* Fowzdary, and other forbidden articles (by which means the Com- 
pany’s factors and fervants are vexed and difcouraged) they be not 


inolefted.”’ 


‘ The ftrict and high order is iffued forth, that a copy, under the 


€ Kazy’s feal, be credited; and that in the ifland of Bombay fortunate 
‘< coins, ftruck according to the cuftom of the empire, be current; and 
< whofvever of the Company’s fervants, being indebted, runs away, 
¢ let him be taken and delivered to the chief of the factory, and let 


* The Fowzdar in all great cities is the magiftrate for licenfing of diforderly houfes, and the 
fales of {pirituous liquors, and takes cognizance of riots, &c. on which account, by the irregularities 
of the Englifh failors, the Company’s fervants were frequently expofed to difficulties. This relieved 
them from the Fowzdar’s jurifdiction. 


theni 






< them not be molefted on account of the forbidden articles. ‘They have 
‘ likewife reprefented, ‘‘ That in Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa the Com- 
* pany have factories, and that they are willing to fettle in other places. 
«* They are in hopes, that wherever they fettle forty * Begas of ground 
‘¢ may be gracioufly beftowed on them by the Emperor ; and that their 
‘© fhipsfometimes, by reafon oftempefts, run afhore and are wrecked, and 
« that the governors of the ports do, in an oppreffive manner, feize the 
< goods, and in fome places demand a quarter part,”’ ‘ the royal order 
< is iffued forth, that they act according to the cuftoms of the factories 
< in other provinces in regard to this nation, who have factories in the 
< Imperial ports and dealings at court, and have miraculoufly obtained 
a Firmaun, exempting them from cuftoms. ‘Take care, in a juft 
< manner, of the goods of their fhips that are wrecked or have loft their 
< paflage; and in all affairs act according to this great order, and 
La 


A 


demand not a new grant yearly. In this be punctual. Written on 

the 4th of Saffer, in the 5th year of this glorious reign.’ (The 6th 
January 1716-7.) 

Mr. Vanfittart, in his narrative of tranfactions in Bengal, has given 
+ another tranflation of this Firmaun, which differs in many parti- 
culars, and even in date, from this of Mr. Frafer. Both thefe autho- 
rities are fo good that we do not know which to give the preference to: 
however, as they do not differ in any of the principal points, it is need- 
lefs to fwell this chapter with the other tranflation ; which the curious 
reader may confult in Mr. Vanfittart’s work. 

In order to certify to the officers of the country governments, fta- 
tioned at the feveral watch-houfes and cuftom-houfes tn the country, 
what was the merchandize that was to país by virtue of the Firmaun 
duty-free, it was always cuftomary for the governor of Calcutta, and 
fometimes the chiefs at fubordinate factories, to fign a fhort note in 
Englifh, with a more full one on the fame paper in Perfian, directed 
to all officers of the government, in general terms, with an account of 
the goods, the place from whence they were going, and the market 
they were deftined to ; to which was affixed the Company’s broad feal, 
and this was called a DustrucKx. While the Mogul government con- 
tinued in full- vigour this Duftuck ought to have condutted the Englifh 
goods, duty-free, to the utmoft confines of his dominions; but it foon be- 
came of no fervice out of the Bengal provinces ; that is, in other words, 
it was minded only where the Englifh power could enforce it. By con- 


* About 15 acres: a Bega being about 16,003 fquare feet. 
t Vol. I. page 9. 
{tant 
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ftant ufage, and the connivance of the Indian government, thefe Daf- 
tucks were always looked upon as, of right, belonging to the cove- 
nanted fervants of the Company alfo, for the carrying on of thcir own 
private trade. 

Such were the privileges which the Englifh obtained by virtue of the 
Firmaun ofthe Emperor Furrukhfeer, which were intended to guard them 
in the tranfporting of their goods to and from their principal fettlements, 
againit the impoiitions of fubordinate governors of provinces. At the time 
thofe privileges were granted, and for fome years afterwards, the In- 
dian government could fcarce feel the lofs or inconvenience arifing 
from this general exemption of the trade of the Englifh from the pay- 
ment of thofe duties which the natives were fubjeét to; as, while no 
other undue influence could be ufed, it only occafioned a lofs in the 
duties upon the Englifh trade, which was then inconfiderable, and had 
not been extended but to a few articles. The goods alfo which the 
Englifh were then ufed to buy in the inland country paffled through a 
variety of hands before they received them, fo that an induftrious and 
intelligent native, who went about his own bufinefs at firft hand, could, 
even after paying duties, bring his goods down to market at the Eng- 
lifh fettlement as cheap as thofe the Englifhman received with the duf- 
tuck; as even the Armenians, many of them at leaft, frequently did. 
But in fucceeding times, with the altered fituation of the country, and 
of the Company’s affairs, the abufe of this privilege became the occafion 
of the greateft hardfhips upon the natives ; and -the fame has been of 
late years a principal caufe of the prefent diftrefled fituation of the af- 
fairs of Bengal, as will be fhewn in a following chapter. 








C H A P. VII. 


ON tHe EARLY TRADE or EUROPEANS ın INDIA, AND THE 
INTERIOR PARTS or HINDOSTAN; AND ON THE PRESENT 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TRADE or THE ENGLISH COM- 
PANY AND THAT or BRITISH INDIVIDUALS anp OTHER NA- 


TIONS in BENGAL. 
f “HE European people that firft figured highly in India, as we have 

before obferved, were the Portugueze ; who were indebted for all 
their ancient profperity to the enterprifing genius and retolute peri{e- 
verance of one of thcir princes, of whofe exalted merits they appear to 


2 have 
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have been blameably infenfible; his fame among them having never 
been, in any juft degree, proportionate to his extraordinary worth ; 
while they have been extravagant in their encomiums on others, whofe 
public merits were comparatively infignificant. 

This prince was Dom, or Don Henrique, fo named in honour of his 
uncle, Henry IV. of England, fourth fon of John the Firft, King of Por- 
tugal, by his queen, Philippa, daughter of John of Ghent or Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancafter, fourth fon of Edward the Third, King of England. 
Don Henrique was Duke of Vifeu, and, with his father and two of his 
brothers, a Knight Companion of the Moft Noble Order of the Garter. 

He was by his genius directed to deep and ufeful ftudies, and prac- 
tically applied himfelf to the making of naval difcoveries. To him his 
country owes the acquifition, and Europe its firft knowledge of the 
Madeira and Azores Iflands ; and the fiicceffive difcoveries he directed, 
had, before his death, extended far on the coaft of Guinea. 

His example and fuccefs induced the court and kingdom of Portugal 
to purfue thofe honourable and ufeful undertakings, which were gra- 
dually extended to the Cape of Good Hope, firt known by the name of 
the *Cape of Storms; and at length this Cape, after many fruitlefs 
attempts made by other Commanders, was fuccefsfully doubled towards 
the end of the year 1497, by Vafco de Gama, who purfued his voyage 
afterwards to f Calicut on the coaft of Malabar; where, in progrefiion, 
many other eftablifhments were afterwards made. 

The more early fruits of thefe profperous adventures were, the acqui- 
fition of the ports of Angola, which foon made the Portugueze mafters 
of that kingdom; and likewife the ifland of Motfambique, to the eaft- 
ward of the Cape ; from which ifland, fora long time, they carried on 
a very profitable trade with the inhabitants of the t oppofite coaft of 
Africa, for gold-duft, elephants teeth, cowries, C. 


* Cabo dos Tormentcs. It was firft difcovered in the year 1487, by Bartholomew Dias. 

t The firff American land was difcovered by Columbus in 1492, fo that the Eaft and Weft Indies 
were difcovered very nearly together. 

t On the eaftern coaft of Africa, extending from the Cape of Good Hope northward to the Red- 
Sea, are feveral good harbours, particularly thofe of Sofala and Melinda. It is well known, that the 
country of Monomotapa, on the fhore of which Sofala is fituated, has in it very rich gold mines, and 
abundance of elephants; but by being fituatéd to the eaftward of the Cape of Good Hope, the coaft is 
within the injudicioufly-extenfive limits of thofe regions to which our India Company have an exclu- 
five right of trading ; who make little other ufe of it than for taking in water and cattle on their 
voyages. With regard to this country, therefore, which might be made a fruitful fource of com- 
merce, the India Company’s exclufive right of trade has made them, like the dog in the manger, pre- 


vent others from obtaining an advantage, of which they will not avail themfelves ; which furely is 
an object deferving of national confideration. 
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The navigation to India being thus opened by the Portugueze, it 
would probably foon have introduced many rivals to them in thofe feas, 
had not the difcovery of America fo tpeedily followed it; the nearer 
fituation of which country, and the fudden enriching of Spain, by the 
great importations which fhe made of filver from thence, induced other 
nations* to prefer making expeditions to that quarter of the globe, ancl 
particularly the Englifh, who were early and fuccecfsful in their Ame- 
rican difcoveries. 

Portugal therefore was a long time unrivalled in her Afiatic com- 
merce: and in however rafh and weak a manner fhe conducted her af- 
fairs in India, from vain-glory, bigotry, and religious perfccution, yet 
fhe became gradually enriched by it to an amazing degree. ‘This pro- 
fperity of Portugal continued to the time of the failure of the male 
branches of her royal family, of which misfortune Philip the Second of 
Spain availed himfelf for pretences to take pofleflion of that kingdom ; 
whofe views afterwards with regard to America, and whofe frequent 
embroils with other powers, as well as with his own Netherland fubjects, 
made him fo inattentive to other purfuits, as to furnifh from his own 
conduct and the example which he gave to his fucceflors, opportunities 
to the Dutch, when they had caft off the Spanifh yoke, for eftablifhing 
their own power, by means that greatly injured the Portugueze fettle- 
ments in Afia, Africa and America. 

To the ftrong jealoufy which Spain entertained of the Portugueze, 
and of courfe her dilfregard to their intereft ; to her embroils with the 
reft of Europe, and to her predilection for American purfuits, the 
Dutch were principally indebted for thofe opportunities which they had 
the fkill fully to avail themfelves of, for eftablifhing their intereft and 
power in Afia; which till lately, particularly from their monopoly of 
the fpice-trade, had been long fuperior in India to that of all the other 
powers of Europe; and which yet is, and probably will continue, ona 
yery formidable footing. 

In the firft age of the Portugueze power in India, their merchants 
ufed to trade inland to the moft interior parts of Hindoftan; fuch 
as Agra, Azmeer, Burrampore, Lahore, and down the river Indus, to 
Tatta and Amadavat; and, according to Cefar Frederick’s account, about 


* The fituations of the times were alfo obftruétive of fuch proceedings. The reformations in re» 
ligion were then taking place in feveral parts of Europe, which introduced religious perfecution, and 
caufed many inteftine broils. The royal fucceffion was likewife growing to an end in Portugal, and 
was alfo endangered both in England and France. Spain was moreover an object of general jealoufy, 
and had provoked revolts in fome of her dependent provinces; and indeed the general pcace of 
Europe was, in thofe times, by no means on a fecure footing. 
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the year 1563, they ufed to fend thirty or thirty-five fhips from Bengal*, 
loaded with rice, cloth, lacks, fugar, long pepper, wood-oil and other 
commodities to the Malabar Coaft every year. 

In thofe times every poflible encouragement was given by the Moguls 
to merchants of all nations, who, very, contrary to the prefent impo- 
litic conduct of the Englifh Eaft India Company, were allowed free in- 
grefs and egrefs for their traffic to and from Bengal, by land and by 
water; infomuch that large caravans over land were ufed to come from 
the moft diftant parts, even from Mufcovy, as well as large fleets of 
boats down the rivers f Jumna and Ganges, for the purpofes of trade, 
into Bengal and the adjacent provinces. 

The Portugueze, from too bigotted a zeal for religion, as well as the 
defire of getting money too faft, had been guilty of {fuch oppreffions to- 
wards the natives as ferved effectually to root an antipathy towards Euro- 
peans in their hearts. This contributed as much as any thing to the 
ruin of their affairs in India, which was alfo not a little haftened by the 
rivalfhip of the Englifh, as well as the Dutch, after the year 1600. 
From the time of their firft acquiring power in India, the Portugueze 
had enthufiaftically demoliflied the idols f of the Gentoos, and by per- 
fecutions endeavoured to abolifh their cuftoms, nay, and even to force 
them to the profeffion of the Chriftian religion, which could not but be 
deftructive of all commercial intercourfe : and, accordingly, as foon as 
the natives found protection and toleration in any new eftablifhed Eu- 
ropean fettlements, all the trade in the neighbouring Portugueze ports 
{peedily dwindled away to nothing. 

The trade of England, directly with India, was hardly heard of till 
towards the later end of the reign of Queen Elizabeth; who, in the 
year 1600, granted her firft charter, or letters patent to certain ad- 
venturers of this country, for fifteen years, which fhe precauttonarily 
made revocable at pleafure, on two years notice being given under the 


* See HackLuyT’s COLLECTION, Vol. I. page 230. In the original, it is faid from Satagan ; 
which word has puzzled all our old geographers, for want of a more intimate knowledge of the divi- 
fions of Bengal. Satagan, as mentioned by Cæfar Frederick, means a diftri€t compofed of feveral of 
the pergiinoahs fubordinate to Hoogly, of which the accounts were keptin the King’s books under the 
title of Sircar Sautge2um, and by which that part of the country was generally known. 

+ IBID. Pages 252 to 257. Mr. Ralph Fitch, one of Queen Elizabeth’s ambaffadors to the Em- 
peror Akbur, fays, that in the year 1585, when he went from Agrato Satagan, or Bengal, he fet off 
in the company of many merchants, with a fleet of 180 boats, down the Jumna, loaded with falt, 
(meaning a fpecies of rock falt called Sambull) ophium, hing, carpets and other commodities. 

ft In the life of Dom Joam de Caftro, a nobleman of high Charaéter, who died Viceroy of India, 
(publifhed at Paris 1759,) there is a letter, dated the 8th March 1546, from Tohn III. King of Por- 
tugal to that Viceroy, full of the moft rigorous initruétions for the extirpation of idolatry. The 
Gentoos about Goa are tothis day obliged to go feveral leagues from the city, whenever they perform 
any of their religious ceremonies. 
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privy feal. We know the tranfactions of that Company could never 
have been very important; and fuch even as they proved, there ap- 
peared to have been an effectual end put to them by the troubles of 
fucceeding times. A new Company was however eftablifhed in the 
reign of Charles the Second; to which the acquifition of Bombay, as 
part of the dowry of Queen Catherine, muft have been not a little im- 
portant. Yet this trade, during the reigns of Charles and James the 
Second, could never have been intended for other than a very limited 
profecution, as the Companies were circumfcribed to {ix good fhips and 
fix pinnaces to be employed therein *. So that either the utility of the 
trade muft have been ftrongly fufpeéted, or there were fome fecret 
motives for fettering in fuch manner fo important an undertaking ; 
which, if good in its nature, could not have been profecuted too far. 
But whatever were the motives for fuch a regulation, there appear no 
rational grounds for fuppofing, that the trade was profecuted with any 
material degree of {pirit during the reigns of Charles and James the Se- 
cond ; becaufe thofe who obtained the firft charter after the Revolution i 
which was granted by William and Mary, were fo languid in their 
meafures, as to give encouragement to an unchartered fet of adven- 
turers to eftablifh a new Company in defiance of the royal prerogative, 
and in oppofition to a body of men, who were, or ought to have been, 
poffeffed of fuch knowledge, from experience, as would have given them 
material advantages over fuch rivals as probably were lef practifed 
in the bufinefs. It is true, that an alteration’ in government might 
have occafioned an alteration in commercial matters; and a languor in 
the proceedings of the firt Company might have principally induced 
the forming of another. All here contended for is, that the little fuccefs 
of preceding Companies, from what caufes foever it might happen, 
ferved rather to difcourage than animate a new one to {pirited under- 
takings; therefore, till after the Revolution, there is reafon for fup- 


pofing the Eaft India trade of this country had been extremely infig- 
nificant. 





* It may be thought ftrange, that the conftitution of England fhould be fo greatly ftrained, if not 
violated, for the fake of eítablifhing a commercial monoply, and at the fame time, that there fhould 
be fuch very limited degrees prefcribed to its operations. But Portugal in thofe days had recovered 
her independency, and India fill continued to be a great object with her. One of the national bribes 
to the marriage of Charles with the Infanta Catherine was the furrender of Bombay to this kingdom : 
and it is not improbable that Charles, who was always in want of money, had a fecret prefent given 
him to render the acquifition of as little importance as poffible ; which he did by limiting the very 
trade of the Company, who had likewife paid him for granting to them his exclufive charter. And 
this may the more readily be fufpected, as in the reign of King William, the glorious deliverer of this 
nation, he, his miniftry, and nota few of his parliament. were all paid to granta new charter to an 
india Company, without any limitation whatever to their trade. 


However, 
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However, after the erection of a fecond Company, the fpirit of rival- 
fhip occafioned thereby muft have pufhed the profecution of that trade 
to the utmoft prudent degree ; which might not be a little affifted and 
encouraged by the very improving ftate of our colonies and commerce. 
This rival contention was continued till the 6th of Queen Anne ; when, 
by an act of parliament, the two Companies were united: which United 
Company, by renewals of their charter, has exifted ever fince; and, 
by a late extenfion of that which they poffefS at prefent, they are likely 
to exift till the year 1783. 

It is certain, that fince the union of the two Companies, three com- 
mercial caufes have greatly contributed to the increafe of this trade ; 
which are, firit, the immenfe improvement of our American, and of 
courte African commerce, both of which have much augmented the 
confumption of Indian commodities: fecondly, the great increafe of 
the callico-printing bufinefS in this kingdom, owing to an extended 
foreign demand through a variety of channels; and, thirdly, the al- 
moft univerfal introduction of the ufe of tea, not only into this king- 
dom, but likewife into its dependent dominions. 

In the early periods of the Eaft India trade it appears, from various 
accounts in Purchas’s Collection, that the Englifh, as well as all other 
European adventurers, ufed to trade freely inland, under the protec- 
tion of the Mogul government; tranfporting their goods in the car- 
riages of the country, called Hackeries, to the moft interior parts of 
Hindoftan, where they carried on a confiderable trade in many articles, 
particularly indigo, which ufed to anfwer very well before the culti- 
vation of that plant in America. But upon the confufion introduced 
after the fubverfion and difmembering of the empire, the fecurity of 
merchants became extremely precarious; who were made fubject, as 
we find, to very great impofitions in the different provinces, or Nabôb- 
fhips, through which they paed. This indeed was fo much the faét, 
that both Companies, while they continued feparate, often experienced 
great inconveniencies from their agents going into the interior parts of 
the country to do their bufinefS; where they were frequently made to 
pay confiderable fums to the Moorifh Governors, or Nabdébs, for their 
releafements; for accommodations of difputes, or for reparation of in- 
juries, fometimes real, but perhaps much oftener pretended. There- 
fore, after the uniting of the two Companies, when their affairs became 
reduced to a more regular fyftem, it was made a general rule, not to 
permit any who were in their fervice, or under their jurifdiction, to 
go far into the inland country, without leave firft obtained from the 
Governor and Council of the place at which they refided. There had 

been, 
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been, however, at all times, many perfons who refided and traded in 
different parts of the inland country, who were fubject to their refpec- 
tive laws; but being acquainted with the Indian languages and cuftoms, 
they either took care to keep themfelves out of fcrapes with the natives, 
or having got into them, extricated themfelves therefrom in the beft 
manner they could, from knowing they had no kind of claim to the 
interference of thofe who acted forthe Company. Such reftrictions on 
travelling as havc been mentioned were certainly neceflary and pru- 
dent, with regard to the fervants of, and dependents on the Company, 
while the country continued in fo unfettled a ftate; but there can be 
no longer need of them now, at leaft in thofe countries which are under 
the immediate power of the Englifh Sovereign-company. Yet it will 
be fhown in fibfequent chapters, in what degrees the Company and 
their repretentatives, in later times, have availed themfelves of that ob 
folete reitriction, to promote their own pernicious monoplies of the in- 
land trade, and for the favouring of partial private views. 

The whole trade of the Englifh Eaft IndiaCompany in Bengal confifts in 
the fales of broad-cloth, perpets, copper, iron, lead, and a few other com- 
modities from Europe ; and in the purchafe of piece-goods, filk, drugs, 
faltpetre, and other articles for the cargoes of their returning fhips. 
The Dutch, befides their European imports and exports, carry on a con- 
fiderable trade, on their Company’s account, from port to port in India, 
particularly in Japan copper, tin, camphire, benjamin, tuthenaigue, 
fugar, fpices, china-ware, arrack, &c. but the only trade of this kind 
carried on for account of the Englifh Company, is a little ophium fome- 
times, from Bengal to Bencoolen, about 6009 bales of cotton on a fhip 
now and then from Bombay or Surat, as tonnage offers, and a little pep- 
per from Bencoolen to China: all of which is very inconfiderable. 

All the goods imported by the Englifl Company into Bengal are fold 
at ftated periods by public auction, or, as it is termed in India, az Out- 
ery; and upon the fales, a difcount of nine, fix, or three per cent. is 
allowed, according as the purchafer clears out his goods within the 
limited time. To thefe outcrys all perfons, without diftinétion, are 
invited by the allowance of a duftuck for fuch goods as they there pur- 
chafe, which is given by the Governor upon their clearing them out. 

The provifion of the inveftment *, for the cargoes of the fhips re- 
turning to Europe, is made from ready money advances in the inland 
countries, partly under the direction of the Chiefs and Pefidents at the 
Company’s fubordinate factories of Chittigong, Luckypore, Dacca, 












n ks By inveftment is now underftood the goods purchafed at firft hand, from the Weavers, or manu- 
urers. 
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Coffimbazar, Maldah, Patna, Burdwan, and Midnapore, who fend black 
gomaftahs into the interior parts for that purpofe, and partly by black 
gomaftahs at the other Aurungs, or manufacturing towns, under the 
direction of a member of the Board of Council at Calcutta, who fills the 
poit of export-warehoufe-keeper. 

The {fole lawful difference between the trade of the Englifh Company, 
and the trade of Englifh free merchants and free mariners, as it was 
ever underftood and practifed in India during the independency of the 
Mogul government, was, that the Company’s goods, by virtue of 
the Mogul’s firmaun, confirmed afterwards by the ufurping Nabobs in 
their treaties with the Company, paffled with their duftuck, duty-free, 
while thofe of the free merchants and other traders were expofed to the 
payment of the duties eftablifhed by the country government. 

The Portugueze have, for a confiderable time paft, fcarce carried on 
any regular trade at their fettlement of Bandell. The Dutch, French 
and Danes, the latter of whom at their fetthement of Serampore obtained 
their fúnnud from the Nabôb Allaverdy Khawn about twenty years ago, 
likewife ought to poflefs their privileges of trading in all articles without 
exception ; paying no duties on fuch goods as they import, but only 
two and one half per cent. at Hoogly upon what they export by fea, 
and conforming in all other articles of trade to the eftablifhed cuftoms 
of the empire. They likewife poffels a {mall diftrict of land round each 
of their fettlements, and have been always ufed to give their refpective 
duftucks alfo with their goods. 

The Armenians, who have ever been a great commercial body in 
Hindoftan, have alfo long had confiderable fetthements in Bengal, parti- 
cularly at Sydabad. Their commerce was likewife eftablifhed by the 
Mogul’s firmaun, whereby the duties on the two principal articles of 
their trade, piece-coods and raw filk, were fixed at three and one half 
per cent. But after the fubverfion of the Mogul empire, and during 
the reigns of the independent Nabob-ufurpers, they, as well as the 
Europeans, were at times expofed to great impofitions, and interrup- 
tions of their trade. At prefent, fince the Englifh Company have taken 
the fovereignty of the country into their own hands, they all trade un- 
der the appearance of the old forms, fubject in all places within the 
Bengal provinces, out of the jurifdiction of their refpective fettlements, 
to fuch regulations as the Englifh are pleated to impofe on them *, 
through the nominal Nabébs; which regulations on many occafions 


* When the foreigners prove refractory, the Fowzdar of Hoogly is made to furround their fettle- 
ments with troops, in the name of the Nabdb, to fop their provifions, and obftruct their bufinefs. 
This has actually been frequently practifed. 
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amount to a total prohibition of their trade, being in general tempo- 
rary, contradiétory, and wholly calculated for obftruction. 

The diference alfo between the lawful trade of the Company’s fer- 
vants and that of Englifh free merchants and other perfons refiding 
under the-Company’s protection was, that the covenanted fervants of 
the Company, as hath been cbferved in another place, were by con- 
nivance of the country government, and long eftablifhed ufage, in- 
dulged with duftucks for the carrying on of their trade duty-free, while 
the others, for want of that duftuck, were fubjected to the payment of 
the government duties. It is true, the inconveniencies and impofi- 
tions which the want of this duftuck expofed the European free traders 
to, were fuch as generally induced them to prefer contracting with the 
Company’s fervants for the delivery of fuch goods as they wanted in 
Calcutta: and it in fact amounted to an almoft total exclufion of them 
from the inland trade, from one place to another, which, when Bengal 
flourifhed, was generally very beneficial. 

With refpećt to the trade that was actually carried on within the Com- 
pany’s principal fettlements of Calcutta, Madrafs and Bombay, all were, 
or ought to have been upon an equal footing. 

Such was the fituation of trade before the Englith Company made 
themfelves the Sovereigns of Bengal: and this reprefentation is agreeable 
to the ideas of the former Courts of Directors in England ; who, in their 
general letters to India down tothe year 1757, and particularly in that 
year, gave their exprefs fentiments and dire¢étions upon this fubject to 
their different prefidencies, in this manner, ‘** That all perfons under 
‘*‘ the protection of the Company fhould have the liberty of reforting 
‘* to, and trading at all and any of the Company’s fettlements in the Eaft 
** Indies, and at all other places within the Company’s limits, in as full, 
“%4 true and extenfive a manner as the reft of the Company’s fervants ; 
‘“ they paying the duties according to the ufual and cuftomary methods 
“ and rates eftablifhed at fuch places.” And about the fame time, in order 
to afcertain the rights of perfons refiding upon the weftern coaft of Su- 
matra, the Court of Directors were alfo pleated to give their fentiments 
to their Prefident and Council at Bombay in the following words. ‘* All 
‘“ perfons refiding upon the weft coaft of Sumatra, who fhall refort to, 
** or trade, either by themfelves or their agents, at Fort St. George, Fort 
“ William, or Bombay, and their refpeétive dependencies, are to buy 
‘+ and fell publicly or privately, as they themfelves fhall choofe; deal- 
“< ing freely, and without reftraint with whomfoever they fhall think 
“* proper; and if, contrary to this article, they fhall be oppreffed or 
“ injured by any perfon whatfoever, fuch perfon or perfons, let their 
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<< rank be what it may, will incur our highceft difpleaiure, and fhall 
< certainly feel the weight of our refentmenr,.”’ 

Thofe were the judicious orders given for the protection of trade by 
former Courts of Directors: and by the reprefentation which has been 
juft given of the nature of the Englifh Company’s trade in India, the 
reader, who is a merchant, will eafily fee that upon a footing of fair 
trade, it muft be ever for the intereft of the Company, though not for 
that of their fervants, to encourage private traders of all nations, in 
India, for thefe obvious reafons ; that the more traders, the more pur- 
chafers of the Ccmpany’s ftaple imports, the fales of which would be 
the more indutftrioufly pufhed in every corner of India; and the more 
providers of goods at the manufacturing towns, the more the manu- 
faéturers would be encouraged, and upon a free inland trade, the 
more goods would come to market. But fince the Englifh Eaft India 
Company have become the Sovereigns, they and their fubftitutes have 
been exclufively the fole merchants of Bengal, and feem to have ad- 
opted fentiments as repugnant to the true fpirit of mercantile affairs, 
as could poilibly be conceived: nay they have of late even ventured to 
affert, that they alone have a right to trade iz India; and in confe- 
quence of that abfurd opinion, they have directed certain merchants, 
inhabitants of Calcutta, not to trade; alledging, very nicely, that 
though they might have a legal right to refide at their fettlements, they 
could have no right to trade there; which is the fame thing as telling a 
man he may have a right to live, but no right to ufe the means of his 
profeffion for acquiring wherewithal to fupport life. 

It is true, that fuch reftrictions have never been laid but upon parti- 
cular perfons whom the Company defigned to opprefs and crufh. But 
how miferable and defpicable muft that ftate of the government of the 
Company’s affairs be, wherein the general fyftem of juftice is ftopped 
and perverted, for the fake of oppreffing an individual ! 

It is true alfo, that this abfurd doctrine has never been maintained or 
enforced till within thefe fix years paft; fince which time every man- 
œuvre of thofe who govern the Englifh Eaft India concerns, and parti- 
cularly in Afia, feems to have been calculated with a view to facilitate 
the monopolizing of the whole interior trade of Bengal. To effect 
this, inconceivable oppreffions and hardfhips have bcen practiied to- 
wards the poor manufacturers and workmen of the country, who are, 
in fact, monopolized by the Company as fo many flaves. ‘This fpectes 
of monopoly has occafioned frequent complaints from the agents of the 
French and Dutch Companies: the latter of whom, upon a late difpute, 
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made propofals to the Englifh for a participation of the weavers. As 
nothing can fhew the ftate of the Company’s inland trade in Bengal 
better than the words of their Prefident and Council at Calcutta upon 
this very fubjećt, we will give them, as contained in part of the 62d 
paragraph of their General Letter to the Directors, dated the 14th Sep- 
tember 1767, which were as follow. 
‘* A participation of the weavers would be zo throw off the maf, and 
acknowledge ourfelves the fovereigns of the country. It would coun- 
teract, in the moft expreflive manner, rhe profeffious we make, the 
appearances we neceffarily affume, and the endeavours we ufe of feeming 
to att from.the Nabéb’s authority only. Ina word, the difproportion 
of hands neceflary to form their inveftment and yours would appear 
Jo great, that we could not accept the propofals of participation, 
“ without confefling all that policy requires fhould be concealed.” 

Various and innumerable are the methods of opprefiing the poor 
weavers, which are daily practifed by the Company’s agents and go- 
maftahs in the country; fuch as by fines, imprifonments, floggings, 
forcing bonds from them, &c. by which the number of weavers in the 
country has been greatly decreafed. The natural confequences whereof 
have been, the fcarcity, dearnefs and debafement of the manufactures, 
as well as a great diminution of the revenues : and the provifion of the 
Company’s inveftment has thereby now become a monopoly, to the al- 
moft entire exclufion of all others, excepting the fervants of the Com- 
pany higheft in ftation, who having the management of the inveftment, 
provide as much as their con{ciences will let them for the Company, 
themfelves and their favourites ; with excepting alfo the foreign Com- 
panies, who are permitted to make fome {mall inveftments, to prevent 
clamours in Europe. 

As our 14th chapter particularly treats of the general modern trade 
in Bengal, and of the oppreflions and monopolies which have been the 


caufes of its prefent decline, we fhall here refer our readers thereto, for 
what farther relates to fuch matters. 
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CHA PF. IAs 


OF the COURTS of LAW eftablifhed by the CHARTER granted 
to the COMPANY; and of the GOVERNMENT, POLICE, and AD- 
MINISTRATION of JusTIcE in BENGAL. 


N all countries the right adminiftration of juftice is the foundation of 

national prof{perity ; as, on the contrary, the grofs and partial abufes 
of it, will ever prove the fources of inevitable ruin. 

Defpotifm and arbitrary violences are not more pernicious to indi- 
viduals than they are unpropitious to trade, and hurtful in their confe- 
quences to aftate. Without great perfonal fecurity, there will be no ex- 
traordinary exertions of induftry, nor indeed ftrong applications of any 
kind. Even fortunes will be confidered as hardly worth acquiring, if 
the poffeflion of them be rendered too precarious ; and ftill lefs will 
men be inclined to hazard fuch as they inherit, in commercial under- 
takings, if not protected by falutary and well-executed laws; becaufe 
property fo employed will be always in danger from the abufes of ex- 
treme power. 

Wherever the legiflative and executive powers are lodged in the fame 
hands, whether of one or more perfons, they, together, may be confi- 
dered to conftitute complete defpotifm ; becaufe, there, will exift, the 
overbearing power of making, altering, abrogating, interpreting, and 
executing laws at will. 

In a great degree, the Englifh Eaft India Company has been invefted 
with fuch powers, by the authority given them as a body-corporate, to 
make bye-laws for the regulation and management of their own con- 
cerns, although with the precautionary provifo, that fuch bye-laws 
fhall be agreeable to reafon, and not contrary or repugnant to the laws 
of the realm. This is a power which perhaps might be fafely trufted, 
where its operations muft be within the immediate reach of the laws of 
the land, or even farther, if merely confined to commercial under- 
takings. But this high truft in the India Company, which is exer- 
cifed by their dcputies, and even by the dependents en thefe deputies, 
from unfcrefeen events, has extended in the mott remote regions of the 
globe, to large, wealthy and populous provinces, now apnrertvining 
to the fovereign and ftate of Great Britain ; where the laws of this 
kingdom can afford little protection to thole who go from hence to In- 
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dia, and none at all to the natives of thofe countries ; who, neverthelefs, 
are now the fubjects of the ftate, and ought to be under the proteétion 
of the fupreme legiflative power. This high truft, which, at prefent, 
thus defcends to a fecond and even third delegation, and may be made 
productive of all kinds of injuries and oppreffions to many millions of 
people, is actually executed, at an immenfe diftance from the feat of 
government, by fuch perfons as are too frequently moft interefted in 
the practice of oppreffions, and almoft every fpecies of injuftice and 
violence. 

In all national fettlements, Englifhmen live under the proteétion of 
the laws of their country; of the full enjoyment of which right, there is 
no power in this kingdom which can conftitutionally deprive them. And 
accordingly the laws of England have exprefsly appointed, that juftice 
is to be adminiftred in the Company’s fettlements in India according 
to the Englifh laws, not only to the natives of this realm, but to 
foreigners who refide there under the Company’s proteétion, and likewife 
to fuch of the natives of India as choofe to appeal to them. Such is the 
{pirit of the laws made here with refpect to juftice in India; but there 
have been furnifhed, by certain unconftitutional powers given to the 
Company, that which has in practice fo corrupted, or perverted the 
letter of the law, as to render it little better than a convenient cover- 
ing to abufe. 

In England, the Sovereign appoints the judges, who are conftitu- 
tionally the expounders of the laws and prefiding magiftrates in the 
tribunals of diftributive juftice. But that they may continue entirely 
uninfluenced in the difcharge of their trufts, the Sovereign who ap- 
points them, cannot difmifs them from their offices. This can only 
be done by an impeachment in parliament, on an exhibited charge of 
high crimes and mifdemeanours in their official capacities, on which 
they are brought to trial at the bar of the houfe of pcers: fo very 
guarded are the ftations of judges againft undue influence in this 
kingdom. 

Upon a reprefentation being made to the Crown by the Eaft India 
Company, that ‘ by a firid and equal diftr ibution of juftice within the 

‘< factories and places belonging to them in the Eaft Indies, and other 
«¢ parts within their limits, from the Cape of Good Hope to the Siresghts 
‘© of Magellan, they had very much encouraged, sot only the fuggecs 
‘¢ of Great Britain, but likewife the fubjects of other Princes, amc the 
‘¢ natives of the adjacent countries to refort to and fettle in their feveral 
« factories, for the better and more convenient carrying on of trade; 
‘© by which means fome of the faid factories, and efpecially the nenne 
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‘© of Madrais, Bombay, and Bengal, were become very populous: and 
« upon the petition of the faid Company farther fuggefting, that the 
‘© granting them fuch powers as might conduce to the punifhing of 
‘© vice, adminiftring of juftice, for the trying and punifhing of capital 
‘© and other criminal offences, and the better government of their faid 
‘© f{ettlements abroad; would not only tend to the advancement of thofe 
‘¢ good ends, but alfo to the increafe of the national trade, and of his 
‘© Majefty’s revenues,” the two charters of juftice of the 24th Sept. in 
the 13th year of Geo. the Ift. (1726) and of the 8th Jan. and 26th of 
Geo. the Ild. (1753) were, in purfuance of feveral acts of parliament 
paffed for that purpofe, granted to the Eaft India Company. 

It was upon a reprefentation from the Company, that it had been 
found, by experience, that there were fome defects in the firft-men- 
tioned charter (of which notice will be taken hereafter) that the fur- 
render of the firft charter was accepted, and the fecond granted them. 
The courts of juftice eftablifhed by the authority of the Britifh legifla- 
ture in the Company’s principal fettlements, efpecially in Bengal (of 
which we more particularly treat) as appears by the charter laft men- 
mentioned, are the following. 

Firt, THE Mayor’s Court; being a Court of Record, confifting of 
a Mayor and Nine Aldermen, Seven of which Aldermen, together with 
the Mayor, muft be natural-born Britifh fubjects; and the other Two’ 
Aldermen may be foreign proteftants, the fubjects of any other Prince 
or State in amity with Great Britain ; which Court is appointed a body 
politic and corporate, to have perpetual fucceffion ; and, being perfons 
capable in law to fue and be fued, they, or any Three or more of them, 
(whereof the Mayor or Senior Alderman for the time being, then refid- 
ing in the fettlement, to be One) are authorized to try, hear, and de- 
termine all citii fuits, actions and pleas, between party and party, that 
may arite within the faid factories, except fuch fuits or actions fhould 
be between the Indian natives only ; in which cafe fuch fuits or actions 
are to be determined among themfelves, unlefs both parties fhall by 
confent fubmit the fame to the determination of the Mayor’s Court. 
And this Court is further authorized to grant probate of wills, and letters 
of adminiftration for the eftates of pertons dying inteftate. 

For putting this charter in execution, inftructions have been fent out 
by the Company, as drawn up by their lawyers, for the direction of this 
Court, as to the form and method of their proceedings; which is by 
bill and anfwer, in imitation of the proceedings in the High Court of 
Chancery ; but the Court of Aldermen, or a quorum of thirce of them, as 
above mentioned, when the caufe is at ifue proceed to hearing, and 
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the giving of judgment in matters of the greateft concern, without ever 
appointing ajury to find damages, as is the cuftom in England. 

The Governor or Prefident and Council of Calcutta have, by char- 
ter, the appointment of the faid Mayor and Aldermen, who, after that 
nomination, are to continue for life in their refpective offices of alder- 
men: but this continuation in office is ftrangely circumftanced ; for 
the fame Governor and Council are impowered to remove, without even 
the concurrence of the corporation, any alderman, upon a reafonable 
caufe, of which they are left the fole judges in India; fuch their fen- 
tence or adjudication of removal being only fubject to an appeal to his 
Majeíty in Council, in England. 

The Second Court is THE COURT or APPEALS, being alfo a Court 
of Record, confifting of the faid Governor and Council, any three of 
whom, the Governor, or in his abfence the Senior of the Council being 
one, are authorized by the charter to receive, hear and finally deter- 
mine every caufe appealed from the decrees of the Mayor’s Court, in 
which the value fued for does not exceed one thoufand pagodas, or 
about four hundred pounds fterling; and from all their decifions in 
caufes above that fum, there lies an appeal to the King in Council, 
upon fecurity being given for the payment of the fum adjudged, with 
intereft from the time of the decree, and cofts of fuit. 

The Third Court is THE CourT or REQUEsTsS, confifting of Twen- 
ty-four Commifflioners, felected originally by the Governor and Council 
from among the principal inhabitants of Calcutta, who are appointed 
by the faid charter to fit every Thurfday, with powers to hear and de- 
termine fuits in a fummary way, under fuch orders and regulations as 
fhall from time to time be given by a majority of the Court of Eaft In- 
dia Directors ; which Commiffioners, or any three or more of them, are 
to fit in rotation, and have full power and authority to determine all 
fuch actions or fuits as fhall be brought before them, where the debt or 
matter in difpute fhall not exceed the value of five pagodas, or forty 
fhillings. One half of the number of the Commiffioners, being thofe 
who have longeft ferved, are removed by rotation annually, on the 
firftt Thurfday of December, and an equal number are chofen by bal- 
lot from among themf{elves. 

By the faid charter the Governor of Calcutta, and al] the members of 
the Council for the time being, and they only, are appointed, and 
have power to act as juftices of the peace in and for the iaid town of 
Calcutta, and all other the factories fubordinate thereto, with the fame 
powers as jultices conflituted by commiftions under the great feal of 
Crevt isritain, in and for aay part of England. 
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The Fourth Court is TuE COURT OF QUARTER SESSION, confifting 
of the faid Governor and Council for the time being, any three or more 
of whom, the Governor, or in his abfence the Senior of the Council 
then in Calcutta to be one, are authorized to hold quarter-feffions of 
the peace four times in the year, within the diftricts of Calcutta, and 
Were at all times thereafter to be a court of record, in the nature of a 
Court of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery ; and Commiffioners 
of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery for trying and punifhing of 
all offenders and offences (high-treafon only excepted) done or com- 
mitted within the diftriéts of Calcutta and the factories fubordinate 
thereunto ; and it is thereby ordained to be lawful for the faid juftices 
and commifiioners refpectively, to proceed by indictment, or by fuch 
other ways and in the fame manner as is ufed in England, or as near 
as the condition and circumftances of the place and inhabitants will admit 
of, ifuing their warrant or precept to the Sheriff, (who is likewife elected 
and appointed by the faid Governor and Council) commanding him to 
fummon a convenient number of the inhabitants to ferve as Grand and 
Petit Juries ; and the faid Juftices are alfo authorized to do all other 
acts that Juftices of the Peace and Commiffioners of Oyer and Terminer 
and General Gaol Delivery ufually and legally do; and the Court may 
affemble and adjourn at and unto fuch times and places as they {hall 
judge convenient. 

By the faid charter, the Eaft India Company and their fucceffors are 
authorized to raife forces within their faid limits, and to appoint fuch 
generals and officers to command the fame by fea and land as to them 
fhall icem meet; with powers to make war, and to kill, flay and de- 
{troy all and every fuch perfon or perfons as may at any time enterprize 
the deftruction, detriment, or annoyance of them, or of any of their 
fervants, or perfons dealing with them; and in time of open hoftility 
they are authorized to ufe and exercife martial difcipline and the law 
martial, in fuch cafes as occafion fhall neceffarily require.. In fupport 
of thefe very extraordinary privileges, granted by fuch extraordinary 
ftretches of prerogative and power, to a body of merchants over their 
fellow-fubjects, in the twenty-feventh of George the Second an act of 
parliament was alfo pafled, entitled, An aét for punifhing mutiny and 
defertion of officers anc foldiers in the fervice of the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, whereby the Com- 
pany and their reprefeatatives, the Prefidents and Councils for the time 
being at their feveral fettlements, are authorized to apvoint courts- 
martial for the trial of their officers and foldiers for all offences, to be 
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tried and proceeded againít in fuch manner as by the faid act is di- 
rected. 

And by virtue of the faid royal charter or letters patent, all fuch 
fines, forfeitures, penaltics and fums of money, as may be fet or im- 
pofed upon any perfon or perfons in the courfe of juftice in the faid fe- 
veral courts, are given to the faid United Eaft India Company, whofe 
Directors for the time being, or the major part of them, or their Prefi- 
dents and Councils, are, under certain rcftrictions, alfo authorized to 
make and ordain bye-laws and ordinances for the good government and 
regulation of the faid feveral corporations and courts, and to impofe 
reafonable pains and penalties upon all perfons offending againft the 
fame. 

Befides the above-mentioned courts, eftablifhed in Calcutta by the 
royal charter of juftice, there are two others {till fubfifting, which were 
granted or connived at by the Moguls or the Nabobs of Bengal for- 
merly, when the Company were totally dependent on the COUNTRY 
GOVERNMENT, as they call it. Thefe were courts, if they may be fo 
called, that were allowed the Company for the prefervation of order 
and good government in Calcutta, and in the very limited diftricts for- 
merly belonging to it, when they had no either authority fer the exer- 
cife of any judicial powers. 

One is the COURT oF CUTCHERRY, which, on its prefent eftablifh- 
ment, is compofed of the Company’s fervants under Council, any three of 
whom, their Prefident being one, upon days ftated at their own op- 
tion, meet for the hearing, trying and determining, in a fummary 
way, all matters of mcum and tuum to any amount, wherein only the 
native inhabitants of Calcutta are concerned. ‘The mode of pro- 
ceeding is indeed as fummary as poflible. The plaintiff and defendant, 
with their refpective witnefles, being fummoned, the Court hears what 
they have to offer and prove, vivé voce, and immediately proceed to 
decree in fuch matters as do not admit of much conteft. From the de- 
cifions of this Court the Company have directed appeals to lie finally to 
the Governor and Couneil; which however is feldom done, except in 
matters of the greateft confequence, as it is in thofe cafes the general 
practice of the Court, when not unduly interrupted, to have every 
caufe determined by arbitrators or umpires, chofen by the parties, or 
with their confent; whofe decifion is final, and made a decree of the 
Court. 

The other CuTCHERRY is called the ZEMINDARY, or Fowzpary 
Courr, in which, according to late pra¢tice, prefides a member of the 
Board of Council, or fometimes a fervant under Council, alone; his 
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bufinefS is to enquire into complaints of a.criminal nature among the 
black inhabitants, and in cafes where the natives do not apply to the 
Englith eftablifhed courts of juftice ; in which cafes the charter, as we 
have already feen, directs, that the Englifh laws only fhall be obferved. 
He proceeds alfo in the above fummary way to fentence and punith- 
ment, by fine, imprifonment, condemnation to work in chains upon 
the roads for any {pace of time, even for life; and by flagellation, in 
capital cafes, even to death. The ancient Moguls and Nabobs would 
not permit any of the profeffors of Iflam to be hanged according to the 
Englith cuftom, efteeming that too ignominious a death for a Maho- 
medan to fuffer ; therefore, in fuch cafes as were deemed capital, the 
lafh was permitted to be inflicted until dcath; but the officers of the 
Court called Chawhuckf{wars, or Lafhbearers, are fometimes fo dextrous asto 
be able to kill a man with two or three ftrokes of the Indian chawbuck. 
In cafes which, according to the ufage of this Court or Office, are 
deemed to deferve death, it has been ufual for the Zemindar firft to ob- 
tain the approbation of the Prefident and Council, before the fatal 
{troke be given. 

Befides the above-mentioned, there is another CUTCHERRY, called 
THE COLLECTOR’s CUTCHERRY, Which has been eftablifhed in Cal- 
cutta ever fince the Company had any thing to do with the collection 
of ground-rents. By the treaty of June 1757, the Nabob Jafhier Ally 
Khawn granted to the Englifh Company, as Zemindars, all the lands 
about Calcutta, to the extent of fix hundred yards without the ditch called 
The Marabtah Ditch*, which partly furrounds the town, and lkewife 
the land lying fouth of Calcutta, generally known by the name of the 
Twenty-four Perginnahs ; all which is now under the jurifdiction of the 
Collector, who is generally a member of the Council, though fometimes 
a junior fervant. This officer has charge of the collection of the reve- 
nues of thofe diftriéts, and fuperintends, nay abfolutely directs all ju- 
dicial matters arifing within the jurifdiction of the faid Twenty-four 
Perginnahs. He is, from the nature of his office, greatly concerned 
alfo in the police of the town of Calcutta, iffuing under the Company’s 
feal the leafes called Potrrahs to the inhabitants, for the tenures of their 
houfes and grounds, repairing the roads and difpofing of the petty farms, 
which conftitute a confiderable part of the revenue of the town of Cal- 
cutta ; granting licences to the natives to mary, on which the Com- 











* This means a ditch fo called, which, in the year 1742, the inhabitants of Calcutta, by permif- 
fion of the Governor and Council, undertook to dig at their cwn expence, and carry round the {fet- 
tiement, as a fecurity againft the incurfions of the Marahtahs. 
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pany alfo collect a duty (three Sicca rupees from each party) as well as 
on the fales of regiftered flaves and new-built floops. All grain brought 
into the Gunges or public granaries, as well as every neceflary of life, 
with many other articles brought to the Bazárs or public markcts in 
Calcutta, pay a duty upon importation, the colleétion of which is fu- 
perintended by this Collector. The privilege of exercifing many han- 
dicraft-trades is likewife farmed out by the Collector to farmers, who 
collect from fome a certain {um for the licence of exercifing their re- 
fpective trades, and from others even a part of their daily wages. The 
collection of many of thefe taxes gives occafion to great oppreffions 
from the farmers, and the numberlefs harpies who are neceflarily em- 
ployed as tax-gatherers, and are in general of great prejudice to in- 
duftry and population among the lower clais of people, who are har- 
raffled on all fides; for it is even a common thing to fee the feapoys, 
who are ftationed as guards at different places, take from the poor as 
they país to market fomething out of every one’s bafket. The principal 
or head Cutcherry of this officer is in Calcutta, where he trantacits the 
bufinefs of his department, and where the farmers and tenants under 
his jurifdiction who are backward in their payments, as well as others 
for crimes and mifdemeanors, are confined, whipped, and otherwife 
punifhed, independently of the other courts eftablifhed in Calcutta. 

All other matters of policy, government and police, are ufually exe- 
cuted by the Governor and Members of the Council at Calcutta, or by a 
Secret or Select Committee, compofed of part of the faid Council ; 
which Committee has of late been entrufted by the Court of Directors 
with powers independent of and fuperior to thofe of the whole Council. 
The original intention of the appointment of a Scleét Committee was 
for conducting the Company’s military and political operations with fe- 
crecy ; but the Governors and Committees in Bengal, who have of late 
been entrufted with fuch extraordinary powers, have turned them very 
conveniently to their emolument, and the ferving of their own private 
views, having for that purpofe extended their jurifdiction, without 
limits, to all affairs, commercial, civil and criminal, as well as military 
and political, wherein a pleaded neceflity of fecrecy has been made to 
authorize all kinds of arbitrary and unwarrantable acs. 

The Governor, who is likewife Commander in Chief of all the Com- 
pany’s forces, is always Prefident of thefe Scleét Committees ; and, by the 
eftablifhed regulation of the Company’s fervice, is the perfon to whom 
all correfpondence, by letter or otherwife, with the COUNTRY POWERS 
is committed, and the only perfon in the fervice to whom fuch corre- 
fpondence, of any fort, is allowed: the fubftance of which he has en- 
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tirely in his power to lay before his Committee or Council, at fuch time, 
and in fuch form as he pleafes, without any check or controul: fo that 
the Company’s collectors, the pretended Nabóbs of Bengal (whofe total de- 
pendency and fervitude we have fully fet forth in our fixth chapter) in 
fact know no other power than that of the Governor of Calcutta *, whofe 
orders are by them implicitly executed in all thote diftricts that are 
without the bounds of the jurifdiction of the charter, which is confined 
to the tract within the Marahtah Ditch, and does not even extend to the 
fhore of the river which is oppofite to the town. 

The Governor has been of late alfo allowed, or has affumed, the pri- 
vilege of granting duftucks to fuch perfons, not fervants of the Com- 
pany, as he thinks proper, which enable them to trade duty-free. 

Befides the abovementioned extraordinary privileges, the Governor, 
from the prefent and late ufage of the fervice, pofiefles likewife a power 
which is of worfe confequence to the natives in the fettlement than any 
we have yet taken notice of, over whom it gives him the moft unbounded 
authority, though it may be icarcely known to many Europeans who 
have refided in Calcutta. This is the privilege of fettling the affairs of 
the cafts, or tribes of the Hindoos, by which means any individuals 
among them may be made outcafts from their families and friends, and 
even whole familics may be branded with infamy never to be effaced ; 
fo that none of their conneétions, or others of the efteemed tribes can 
on any account eat or drink in their company, without incurring them- 
felves the fame infamy; nay, or even touch them, without being ne- 
ceffitated to an expiatory ablution in the Ganges. The confequence of 
this privilege, which has been of late entirely left to the Governor, and 
by him generally delegated to his Banyan, can only be conceived by thofe 
who are acquainted with the religious tenets and fuperttition of the 
Gentoos. 

It becomes in this place neceflary, for the information of the reader, 
to explain what a Banyan is, as thofe Banyans have in fact a principal 


* See part of a letter from two gentlemen of the Council in Bengal to the Courtof Directors, dated 
Fort-William, the 14th January 1766, Authentic Papers concerning India Affairs, page 205, as 
follows. 

“ We muft here take notice of a fource of power and influence, which any Governor, in the prefent 
« ftate of affairs, has over your other fervants, that of ftopping the trade in the country of any who 
“ become obnoxious to him. His authority over the officers of the government will lead them 
‘* eagerly to anticipate his refentments, and a hint to them will fuffice. The correfpondence with 
“ the officers being confined to the Governor, he has it in his option to give what private orders he 
‘“ pleafes, and which would be certainly obeyed without his name ever appearing. Such is his power 
“ over the inhabitants of this country; and fuch the nature of the people, that every one will be 
“ ready to bear teftimony to whatever they think will be agreeable to him. Thus he bears the 
“ moft abfolute command over the trade and fortunes of your fervants, without controul; which 


s appears to us a very dangerous {way.” 
LLa] fhare, 
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flare, as deputies and interpeters, in every department of the govern- 
ment, as well as of the commercial concerns of the Englifh Eaft India 
Company in Bengal. 

A Banyan is a perfon (either acting for himfelf, or as the fubftitute 
of fome great black merchant) by whom the Englifh gentlemen in ge- 
neral tranfact all their bufinefs. He is interpreter, head book-keeper, 
head fecretary, head broker, the fupplier of cafh and cafh-keeper, and 
in general alfo fecret-keeper. He puts in the under-clerks, the porter 
or door-keeper, ftewards, bearers of the filver wands *, running foot- 
men, torch and branch-light carriers, palanqueen bearers, and all the 
long tribe of under-fervants, for whole honefty he is deemed antfwer- 
able ; and he conduéts all the trade of his matter, to whom, unlefs 
pretty well acquainted with the country languages, it is difficult for any 
of the natives to obtain accefs. In fhort, he pofiefles fingly many more 
powers over his mafter, than can in this country be aflumed by any 
young fpendthrift’s fteward, money-lender and miftrefs all together ; 
and farther ferves, very conveniently fometimes, on a public diicuffion, 
to father fuch ads or proceedings as his mafier dares not avow. 

There is a powerful {tring of connections among thefe Banyans, who 
ferve all the Englifh in the fettlements of Bengal, as well in all public of- 
fices as in their private affairs. 

Since the great influence acquired there by the Englifh, many per- 
fons of the beft Gentoo families take upon them this cruft or fervitude, 
and even pay a fum of money for ferving gentlemen in certain pofts; 
but principally for the influence which they acquire thereby, and the 
advantage of carrying on trade, which they could not otherwife do ; 
and which in this fituation they frequently do, duty-free, under cover 
of their mafters duftucks. There have been few inftances of any Eu- 
ropean acquiring fuch a knowledge in fpeaking, reading and writing 
the Bengal language (whichis abfolutely neceflary for a real merchant) 
as to be able to do without fuch a Head-banyan. 

Befides the powers already taken notice of, the Company, and under 
them the Governor and Council, pretend, that, by the charter, they 
have a right at any time, at their pleafure, to feize any European fub- 
ject in India by military force, without any form of legal procefs, and 
to fend him a prifoner to England, if he refufes to go voluntarily, after 
having had what they dgem a reafonable notice given him; notwith- 
ftanding fuch perfon went out and eftablifhed himfelf in India with the 
licence of the Company: which pretended right, as we have feen in an- 
other place, the Company and their faid fervants actually and frequently 


* Called Chaubdars and Soontaburdars. 
do 
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do exercife fuddenly, and without controul, fometimes even againft the 
eftablifhed magiftrates of the Mayor’s Court. 

Having thus given a brief account of all the courts eftablifhed and now 
exifting in Calcutta, and of the powers granted to them, or affumed 
by thofe members of the community who compofe the principal wheels 
in‘the machine of this monftrous government, we come of courfe to 
our confiderations on the extent and confequences of thofe powers, 
and certain circumftances attending them, which we will afterwards ex- 
emplify by real matters of fact. 

By the charter of the 1 3th of George the Firft, the Mayor’s Court had the 
power of electing their own members to fill up all vacancies: and while 
fuch continued to be the practice, that court was the bulwark of all fecu- 
rity with regardto property in the fettlement, and might be confidered, in 
a great degree, as independent. Indeed it was fo much fo at that time, 
(before the Company had adopted, in fo common and frequent a manner, 
the practice of feizing perfons and fending them prifoners to England) 
that it was deemed inconvenient to the Company, who had many de- 
crees given againft them: and this was thought the grand defect before 
hinted at ; againft which, though not exprefled, the Company petitioned 
the crown, and obtained the charter of the <6th of George the Second, 
whereby the right of electing Aldermen was transferred from their own 
body to the Governor and Council, who thereby had this unconftitutional 
power given them of making and unmaking the Judges. 

This court is compofed partly of Company’s fervants, and partly of 
free merchants ; and fuch Aldermen, not being covenanted fervants, as 
are efteemed to be complaifant to the meafures of GOVERNMENT, as 
there called, are generally indulged by the Governor with the privi- 
lege of duftucks for carrying on their private inland trade duty-free ; 
which, as we have before obferved, according to the ufage of the fer- 
vice, has beén otherwife confined to the Company and their fervants 
only: for it muit be remarked, that the falary of an Alderman is only 
about twenty-five pounds per ann. which will fcarcely pay one month’s 
houfe-rent in Calcutta. 

The Prefident and Council, in their capacity of a Court of Appeals, 
decree decifively in all matters under four hundred pounds; con- 
fequently in fuits wherein the Company, or the faid Governor and 
Council are concerned, there is little chance of juftice being had, ex- 
cept where the fubject in conteft amounts to above that fum, and 
when the aggrieved party can bring his caufe from India in an appeal 
to that refpectable tribunal, the Sovereign and Council of England; 
for which he muft be able to afford a very heavy expence; to fubject 
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himfelf to great trouble and long delays; to incur the odium of the 
gentlemen in the government of Bengal, and to fuffer the dreadful ef- 
fects of their power. 

The liberty of an appeal to the King in Council, allowed by charter in 
the cafe of an Alderman difmified from his office in the Mayor’s Court, 
is made perfectly illufive in the cafes of Britifh fubjects. Suppofe the 
difmiffed magiftrate comes home to profecute his appeal, and that the 
fentence of his amotion be reverfed by that tribunal, the law fays, that no 
Britifh fubject fhall go to India without the licence of the Company, and 
the charter exprefsly ftipulates, that if any Alderman be abfent from 
Calcutta for the fpace of twelve months, his place or office {hall be void. 
The Company refufing their licence for him to return, he mutt firft go 
to law with that powerful body, to oblige them to grant their licence ; 
if he fhould obtain this, and return to India, they may again remove 
him for having been too long, though neceflarily abfent, and thus they 
may continue referring him from England to India, and from India to 
England, almoft as long as they pleate. 

The Court of Requefts is, in fact, the only Court in Calcutta which, 
from being under little or no undue influence, is of real and eflential 
fervice to the poor inhabitants, and this principally becaufe the mem- 
bers fill up all vacancies in the Court by ballot among themfelves, and 
becaufe the matters in conteft, being confined to forty fhillings, muft 
in general be beneath the notice or interference of the Governor or 
Counfellors. 

The faid Governor and Members of the Council, being the only 
juftices of peace, can and do frequently refufe to take cognizance of 
complaints laid before them, on oath, for redrefs in lawful cafes, when 
they, or the Company, are any way interefted in them: and in the 
fame cafes, when fitting on the bench at the General Quarter Seffion as 
judges, they have frequently put a ftop to the due courfe of proceed- 
ings on the moft * frivolous pretences, or adjourned the Court from 
time to time, to evade the enquiry, while the injured parties have been 
left without refource. 


* Such as, “ that the perfons called upon by the profecutor were fervants of the Company, 
entrufted with the knowledge of the records and proceedings of the Governor and Council, 
which they were bound by oaths to keep fecret, under penalty of forfeiting the Company’s 
fervice, and of other heavy punifhments: That the profecutor might call upon them as witnefles, 
in order to make them difclofe the proceedings of the Governor and Council of Calcutta, and 
therefore they, the Court, could not but objeét to fuch witnefles giving evidence upon matters 
which might be the means of their betraying of circumftances that they were in duty bound 


not to divulge, as in fuch cafe they muft either perjure themfelves, or violate their fidelity to 
« the Company.” 
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As to the Cutcherries, particularly that called The Court of Zemin- 
dary, the bufinefs there is often carried on in fo burlefque and ludi- 
crous a manner, and it is fo frequently made ufe of as a convenieney 
for opprefling the inhabitants, that, confidering the Company’s prefent 
fituation, the relation they bear to the Prince whom they call Mogul 
and their colledors whom they call the Nabobs of Bengal, and, confider~ 
ing the powers they pofflefs from the charter, of adminiftring juftice 
according to the Englifh laws, it is a fcandal to this nation that fuch 
Cutcherries are now permitted to exift in a Britifh fettlement, whatever 
may have been the necetflity for them when the Company were depen- 
dent on the Mogul, and before they had obtained their charter of 
juttice. 

It is plain, from what has been faid of the nature of other privileges 
and powers, whether rightfuily poffefled, or affumed by the Governors 
and Councils, that every European within the limits, and under ‘the 
protection of the Company in Bengal (of whom the grand and petit 
juries are compofed) is entirely dependent upon them and their Go- 
vernors, or Governors and Councils, not only for all they have to 
expect towards making their fortunes, but for the fecurity of their 
prefent poffeflions, as well as for their own perfonal liberty, and even 
for that of their lives; particularly, if they venture out of the very 
limited diftricts of the charter, into the Nabod’s dominions. 

It is fcarce conceivable to what a low degree of eaftern fervile obe- 
dience the exercife of fuch oppreffions, and the dread of being deprived 
of a fortune, or the means of making one, have reduced even the 
boafted free fubjects of Great Britain in the fettlement of Calcutta, 
where to appear fenfible of the exiftence of an oppreffion, is a crime; 
to {peak of it, treafon: but it is a fact, that perfons, who have been 
under the difpleafure of the Governor and Council, have received let- 
ters from their moft e/ffeemed friends, excufing themfelves from not 
coming to vilit them, for fear it fhould be known they had been at fuch 
houfes. 

Upon a fimple perufal of the foregoing, which is a juft account of 
the {tate of Calcutta, with refpect to the courts of law and juttice, it 
muft appear evident to every reader, that the ftate of juftice there is 
very precarious; and that, in reality, it muft be ridiculous to expect 
obtaining it in that fettlement in any cafes wherein the Governor, the 
members of Council or the Company are concerned ; or wherein they 
choole, from what motives foever, to interfere ; as the faid Governor 
and Council, who are the dependent delegates of the Company, are 
the fupreme juftices and judges in all criminal and civil affairs, and at 
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the fame time are the makers and unmakers of the mayor, aldermen, 
fheriff, and all other officers; and farther, have not only the natives, 
but even the grand and petit juries at their mercy. In fine, this is fo 
much the cafe, that the Mayor’s, like every other Court in Calcutta 
(except, as before obferved, the Court of Requefts) is become rather 
a fcourge in the hands of the Governor and Council than an inftru- 
ment of relief to the injured: and juftice in Bengal is made fo much 
a political farce, that no one concerned in the adminiftration of it 
dares fo much as to hazard the giving of offence to any gentleman in 
power. 

Tt is true, that by an act of the 27th of Geo. the Ild. it is enacted, 
that “ if any of the Company’s Governors or Councils, at their refpec- 
s tive principal fettlements, or any of them, flhall be guilty of opprefi- 
« ing any of his Majefty’s fubjects beyond the feas, within their re- 
“© (pedtive jurifdidions or commands, or fhall be guilty of any crime 
‘<< or offence, contrary to the laws of England, fuch oppreffion, crimes, 
‘© and offences may be enquired of, heard, and determined in his Ma- 
‘© jefty’s court of King’s Bench, within that part of Great Britain called 
‘¢ England, or before fuch commiffioners, and in fuch county in Eng- 
« Jand as fhall be affigned by his Majefty’s commiiifion, and by good and 
« lawful men of the fame county; and fuch punifhments fhall be in- 
<< flicted on fuch offenders as are ufually inflicted for offences of the like 
« natures committed in England:” which was reveated in another act 
of the roth of his prefent Majefty, with this addition, ‘* that the offences 
<* committed againft that act may be alledged to be committed, and 
<< may be laid, enquired of, and tried in the county of Middlefex; the 
‘¢ defendants in fuch action or fuit having liberty to plead the general 
‘s ifue, and give the fpecial matter in evidence, on fuch defendant’s 
“<< piving the plaintiff a note in writing of the fubilance of his defence 
‘© fix or eight days before the trial of fuch action.” 

Here the oppreffed have the appearance of a remedy held out to 
them ; but, upon examination, it will be found an appearance only. 
The great diftance from England, and other difadvantages, obvious 
from what has been already faid, together with the length of time and 
the expence neceflary for fuch undertakings, would in moft cafes 
amount to an impoflibility to profecute ; and which, in fact, would be 
impracticable in all cafes unlefs the injured party himfelf came over to 
England, where he muft then wait till his oppreffor comes within the 
yurifdiction of the court; who may perhaps continue to refide in India 
for many years, and after all eftablifh himfelf in a foreign country. 
If it is the injured man’s good luck to be able to ferve the offending 
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party with the procefs of the court within three or four years, he will 
then be put to the greateft difficulties with refpect to evidence, which. 
the laws of England fo juftly require to be viva voce. ‘The Gentoos, 
natives of the country, from the ordinary courfe of bufinefs in Cal 
cutta, moft probably, are the injured man’s principal witneffes: and 
if thete people ceuld even be induced to truit themfelves on fuch a 
voyage, and in climates fo unfavourable to them, yet they would 
otherwile be effectually prevented from coming to England, as their fo 
doing would be to violate religious tenets, and make them incur the 
infamy of expulfion from their cafts or tribes, which is what they would 
rather dic than fubmit to fufier. This of courfe mutt neceflitate the 
party in queft of juftice to fend out a commiffion to India for the fake 
of evidence, which, admitting that he could furmount the difficulties 
which muft then befet him, will naturally prolong his fuit for years: or, 
when his commifhon reaches Bengal, his witnefles may be in what they 
call the Nasosp’s Domınrons; where it may be eafy for the Governor 
and Council to keep them concealed, to obftruét or evade the execution 
of the commiffion, and fo prevent his obtaining any written evidence 
by any means whiatfoever. 

The legal jurifdiction, as we have already obiferved, which the Com- 
pany derive from the charter and acts of parliament, as they now 
ftand, extends, or is allowed to extend, only to the town or fettlement 
of Calcutta, and tome fubordinate factories ; the limits of all which 
together are of very fmall extent, and which they formerly held in 
fubordination to the Moguls, or Nabobs. But the jurifdiction now 
afiumed and exercifed by the Company and their fubftitutes is, in fact, 
entirely unlimited, and without check or controul throughout all the 
provinces called THE Nasop’s, of which they collect the revenues, 
Provinces into which it has never been cuftomary for writs to ifue out 
of any of his Majefty’s courts, eftablifhed by charter, either civil or 
criminal, they having hitherto been deemed independent of any fuch 
authority. 

The mercantile bufinefs of many of his Majefty’s European fubjeéts, 
and of fuch of the natives as can now find ways and means to carry 
on any, principally lies in thofe inland parts to which the faid legal 
jurifdiction of the charter is not allowed to extend. It has been here 
that have been felt in the moft extreme degree the ruinous effeéts of 
fuch monopolies, as it will be fhewn in a fubfequent chapter, were efta- 
blifhed and profecuted under the cloke and fan&tion of the affumed 
powers of rhe Dewannee. Here his Majefty’s defencelefS fubjects have 
been moft expofed to oppreffion. It is here that the natives fuffer un- 
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paralleled cruelties from the Company, or their fervants, either acting 
by themfelves, or through the Nabôbs, without even a probability of 
fuch injured perfons ever obtaining juftice, as they have no Nabdbs 
with a protecting power to apply to: and even the Englifh laws, if 
duly enforced, leave them without remedy, becaufe the oppreJion, in 
cafes of complaint, is alledged to have been committed without the limits 
of the Company’s diftricts, and afcribed to our NazOs, who is made to 
father it, as the act of an independent Sovereign. 

Great oppreflions can never happen but from thofe in high power: and 
therefore the perfons who are made to fuffer them in Bengal will have 
to contend with the power and treafuries of the Company both abroad 
and at home. Befides, how few men who are dependent in the maun- 
ner we have feen all muft be who are under the power of the Company 
in Bengal, will dare to be inftrumental, orafliftant to the injured, in bring- 
ing to juftice fuch oppreffors as are fure of {trong fupport ? And how few 
will have the means, the application, the fortitude, or the perfeverance 
requifite for the purfuit, through paths fo very difficult and precarious, of 
that redrefs, which, when obtained, can hardly be hoped to prove in any 
degree adequate to the wrong fuffered ? From all which it muft be evi- 
dent that the appearance of a remedy, as held out to the oppreflfed in 
the acts of parliament now exifting, is but fhadowy and deceitful, even 
in the cafes of European fubjects: and if fuch are the evils to which 
Engliihmen are expofed who go to refide in India, it may eafily be 
imagined, from what has been already faid, how much harder is the lot 
of the unhappy natives of thofe countries. Neverthelefs they are a 
mild, civilized, and polite people, and every way deferving of the pro- 
tection of the Britifh laws ; as it is upon their induftry this nation muft 
finally depend for whatever refources fhe may hereafter expect from 
thofe dominions. 

Within the Englifh fettlement of Calcutta, the Members of the Board 
of Council, from acting at one and the fame time in fo many difterent 
capacities, have among.the natives, who are in general ignorant of the 
Englifh laws, the power of aluming that official character which beft 
ferves their purpofe. Thus, whenever they choofe it, they can, and 
do with great convenience, transfer the native complainant from the 
Counfellor to the Juftice of Peace, from the Juftice to the Zemindár’s 
Cutcherries, and from the Zemindar to the Secret Committee, where each 
Member is bound to the other, under oaths of fecrecy, not to clivulge 
what paffes. If the complaint be not totally quafhed by thefe means, 
and thofe gentlemen are apprehenfive that it may be revived within the 
fettlcment in fome fhape or other, through the affliftance of fome daring 
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perfon, they have this laft refource, of transferring the complainant, 
under any pretence, from the Secret Committee to the Nabob, where 
they can do what they pleafe with him: and this mode of proceeding 
has been actually practiled. 

By fuch means, civil juftice is entirely eradicated, and the whole in- 
land country, where neither the Englifh nor the country laws or ulages 
have any force, is actually in a ftate of the moft deplorable anarchy, 
under the defpotic fway of one, or at moft a very few Englifh gentle- 
men and their Banyans; and to fuch a pitch of wretchedne({s and fer- 
vitude have the natives been reduced, that their women (a point in 
which they are as delicate and jealous as any nation on earth) have been 
frequently taken from them, without their daring or being able to 
complain, either from the power of the violator, or from their having 
no perfon to complain to, from whom they can hope for redrefs. 

We come now to the exemplification of what we have advanced, by 
real facts; in which the writer will either confine himfelf to matters of 
which he himfelf hath perfect knowledge, and can even produce proof, 
or to fuch others as appear well vouched, by authentic documents exhi- 
bited in different parts of this work; and we will begin with the Mayor’s 
Court. 

In confequence of a moft extraordinary oppreffion in the inland parts 
of the country, of which particular notice is taken in our 13th chapter, 
an Armenian merchant, named Parfeeck Arratoon, on the r 5th September 
1767, filed a bill in the Mayor’s Court againft the gomaftahs or agents 
of Governor Harry Verelft and Francis Sykes, Efquires, for 60,432 
current rupees, or about 7500 pour ls fterling, principal amount of 
falt, faid to have been forcibly taken out of the plaintiff’s warehoufes. 
The caufe was brought to an ifue; and in the month of Auguft 1768, 
on a day appointed for the hearing, all the proceedings and depofitions 
were read and fully confidered; the demand of the plaintiff eftablifhed 
to all appearance, and judgment upon the point of being pronounced, 
when the Mayor, while fitting in judgment, received a private letter™, 
or note, ient from the Governor, to put a ftop to the proceedings, be- 
caufe, as was alledged, he, the faid Governor,’ was a party concerned in 
the caufe, and was in expectation of fettling matters by a private com- 
promife. “To the aftonifhment of the plaintiff’s folicitor, who declared 
he knew of no compromife, and had received no inftructions from his 

client 





* The writer of thefe fheets being an Alderman of the Court, and having been abfent when this 
extraordinary tranfaction happened, as {foon as he heard of it wrote to the Mayor upon the fubjeét, 
defiring to have a fight of the letter fent by, or by the order of the Governor, then Harry Verelft, 

CM2] Efquire, 
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client upon this matter, the requeft contained in the letter or note was 
complied with, and a ftop was at once put to the proceedings ; the 
plaintiff, being left without any fatisfaction. 

After an inftance of this fort, it may be thought needlefs to produce 
others of a lefS criminal nature. But it is notorious in Calcutta, that 
in cafes wherein the faid Governor and Council, or thofe of their con- 
nections have been any wife interefted, private applications, by letter 
or otherwife, have been frequently received by the Court ; who, fetting 
afide the formalities of procefs as directed by the charter, have ac- 
tually proceeded to hear and determine upon fuch private applications, 
particularly againft the attornies or folicitors of the Court, who have 
found it a hazardous matter to undertake any fuit in matters of arbi- 
trary proceedings, wherein the Governor and Council have been in the 
leaft degree interefted feparately or collectively. 

Upon the fame principle of fear, or fervility to the Governor and 
Council, the Court has frequently refufed to grant copies of proceed- 
ings filed and entered on record in the Court, to perfons interefted in 
fuch proceedings, who required, and had a right to them; and the 
judges likewife have refufed to accept of fufficient and unexceptionable 
bail, when it has been offered by a defendant for a bailable oftence. 
On other occafions, where a plaintiff, under the known difpleafure 
of the Governor and Council, has brought his bill of complaint into 
Court againft perfons with whom the Governor and Council were mate- 
rially interefted in the event of the caufe, the Court have officioufly 
met, at their own mere motion, ‘* fo confider and determine whether [uch 
<c bill of complaint fhould be anfwered, pleaded to, demurred to, or dif- 
‘¢ miffed,” long after fuch bill had been regularly filed and admitted 
by the faid Court, and this merely to effect the difmifflion of {fuch bill, 
which hath afterwards followed ; and the plaintiff has thereby been left 
remedilefs in matters of the greateft confequence. 








Efquire, in confequence of which the proceedings had been topped. After fome days confideration, 
the Mayor wrote the following excufe, the original of which is now ia the writer’s polk flion. 


“ To William Bolts, Efquire. 


‘ DEAR SIR, 
€ I fhould have fent you the note, as I promifed, if I had found it; but having not met with it 


& among my papers, convinces me that I muft have deftroyed it, with other papers that I deemed 
“* ufelefs. 


‘¢ Tam, Sir, your moft obedient fervant, 


£ Calcutta, the 11th Auguft 1768. CORNELIUS GOODWIN.” 


4. After 
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After fuch difmiffion, upon an application to the Court for copies, 
even the original bills and exhibits have been pretended to have been 
loft; when, on an examination before the Court, it has appeared on 
oath that they were carried to the Governor by an officer of the Court. 
The writer has authentic proofs of fuch proceedings in his pofleffion. 

However, the illegal proceedings of this Court are not confined to 
fuch matters only as the Governor and Council appear to be directly or 
indirectly concerned in; they are frequently as irregular in matters 
wherein they themfelves are interefted : but whatever remedies may be 
practicable to prevent the undue influence of the Governor and Council 
over this Court, there can be no effectual check to prevent this evil, as 
things are at prefent, but the con{ciences of the refpective magiftrates ; 
who neverthelefS, when they tranfgrefs from mere ignorance, are not, 
from their fituation, fo very blameable, being perfons of mercantile 
profeffions, not bred up to the law, and who by the charter are 
obliged under a penalty, when elected by the Governor and Council, 
to accept of their offices, without even a recorder, who, were he a 
Barrifter at law as in the corporations of England, might direct them 
to legal determinations in the execution of juftice. 

For faéts relative to the proceedings of this Court, which are not fully 
exemplified in this place, not to fwell this chapter to an enormous 
fize, we beg leave to refer the reader to our Appendix, particularly to 
N° XXIV. page 38 the memorial of Mr. Thomas Hamilton, N° XXV. 
page 40, the anfwer of Cornelius Goodwin, Efquire, then late Mayor 
of Calcutta, (both addreffed to the Mayor’s Court;) N° XXVI. page 43, 
the memorial of Alexander Jephfon, Efquire, to the Court of Eaft India 
Directors, with the opinions of Sir William de Grey, Sir Fletcher Nor- 
ton and Charles Sayer, Efquire, thereon; N° XXVII. page 55, the 
Cafe of Mr. Richard Whittall, with Mr. Dunning’s opinion ; and to 
N° XXVIII. page 73, the Memorial of Mr. Richard Whittall to the 
Court of Eaft India Directors. 

With retpect to the facts relative to the proceedings of the Governor 
and Members of the Council in their multiform characters of Countel- 
lors, Select Committee-men, Juftices of Peace, Commiflioners of Oyer 
and Terminer, Judges of Appeals, Makers and Unmakers of the Meia- 
bers of the Mayor’s Court, Prefidents of the Cutcherries, Zemind- 
ars, Collectors, Delegates and Reprefentatives of the Englifh Eaft India 
Company, the Mocur’s Dewans, and Makers and Un-makers of the 
Mogul, as well as of the Company’s Rent-gatherers, now called she 
Nabobs of Bengal, Merchants, or Sovereigns; all of which different 

characters 
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characters they can and do afume, as occafion requires: asit would in 
many cafes be difficult to trace thole gentlemen through their various me- 
tamorphofes, we fhall briefly enumerate fome principal tran{aétions as 
they occur to us, without making any diftinétions ; only defiring the 
reader once more to obferve, that it is not the men, but tlic mieafures, 
when they are bad, which we wifh to expofe, in order for procuring 
an effectual reformation. 

A gentleman cf the Council at Calcutta became indebted to one Wil- 
liam Wilfon, a fail-maker, for work done in the way of his profeffion, 
amounting to current rupees 75--9--7; for payment of which the fail- 
maker {ent in his bill, with a receipt annexed. The Countfellor, who 
happened at the fame time to be Zemindar alfo, alledged the charges 
in the bill were exorbitant and unreafonable, and would neither dit 
charge or give up the bill; threatening the fail-maker, that he would 
get him turned out of the Company’s fervice, or fent to Bencoolen *, 
if he perfifted in his demand. The fail-maker not intimidated, 
filed his bill in the Mayor’s Court againft the Counfellor, who, rather 
than expofe the affair to a public difcuffion, more prudently agreed 
to fatisfy the complainant, to the amount of his bill, with the cofts 
of fuit, by which it was confequently fwelled. The complainant’s fo- 
licitor or attorney at law (as they are called in Bengal) fent his Ban- 
yan, Radhoo Tagoor, a black merchant of Calcutta, to receive the 
amount of the bill, repeated times without fuccefs, till at laft the faid 
Radhoo Tagoor defired the Counfellor’s Banyan to inform his matter, 
that the amount of the bill was wanted, and if it was not paid, fome bad 
confequences might enfue from the caufe going on in the regular courfe 
of law, and the charges being confequently enhanced; which being 
told to the Counfellor and Zemindér, he grew angry, and ordered the 
merchant, Radhoo Tagoor, to be immediately feized by his peons, and 
carried to the Cutcherry; where he was, without any examination, 
enquiry, or form whatever, tied up, feverely flogged, and beat on the 
head with his own flippers t, by order of the faid Zemind4r: who 
wrote a letter to the attorney at law upon the occafion, of which the 
following is an exaét copy. 








* Bencoolen on the ifland of Sumatra, and Gombroon in Perfia, have been long looked upon as 
places very unhealthy and fatal to the generality of European conftitutions; and from fome inftances 
of perfons in the Company’s fervice being formerly fent thither from other fertlements by Governors 
and Councils, as was fufpeéted, to get rid of them, the talking of fending people to Bencoolen, or 
Gombioon, has in India a kind of proverbial meaning expreflive of banifhment. 

+ The being beat on the head with a flipper is, among the natives of India, confidered to be a very 
agnominious punifhment. 
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« I have ordered your demand to be complied with. It is fo extra- 
e vagant, that I intend laying it before the court. Your Banyan was 
« fo infolent as to tell me, that unlefs I difcharged it directly you would 
« increafe your demand, for which intolence in him I have fent him to 
‘© the Cutcherry, where he will meet his deferts. 





« Your moft humble fervant. 


* Calcutta, the 22d Feb. 1765.” 


Upon a complaint lodged by a poor old woman againft another in 
the fame circumftances, before the Zemindar, wherein he has been em- 
barraffed to decide which of the two was in the right, the writer has 
known the poor wretches ordered to fight, and made to decide the 
queftion by the exertion of their feeble limbs in battle. 

A tradefman and inhabitant of Calcutta, named Gocul Sonar, com- 
plained of having been falfly imprifoned by one Nobekiffen, then Banyan 
to the Governor of Calcutta; alledging, that during his confinement, 
under various falfe pretences, he and feveral of his family had been 
otherwife moft grievoufly injured and opprefled. The tradefman pre- 
ferred his complaint at the court of general quarter feffions, held at 
Calcutta, on the 4th March 1767, in a petition to the grand jury, but 
without any fuccefs: for it was remarkable, that the Chief Juftice Harry 
Verelft, Efquire, then on the bench, getting the petition into his own 
hands from another Juftice, to whom the foreman of the jury had de- 
livered it, he immediately and fuddenly called and difmiffed the juries. 

It was faid, by way of excufe, that the complainant had not firft re- 
gularly given in his information upon dath before a Juftice of the Peace, 
and that the affair ought to be refcrred, for trial, to the court of Ze- 
mindiry. 

The injured man however chofe rather to depend upon the Englifh 
laws for redrefs of his injuries, and therefore, to obviate the objection 
of want of formality, he afterwards formally applied to a Juftice of 
Peace, who happened at that time to be the Zemindár alfo. It was with 
fome difficulty, and not without great altercation, that the Juftice con- 
fented to receive the information of the complainant, but at length he 
promifed to receive it on the following day ; which was accordingly de- 
livered in upon oath, as follows. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 
« The Information of Gocul Sonar, Inhabitant of Calcutta, 


e SHEWETH, 
« That on or about the rft of Phalyoon (or roth February 1767) one 


« Ram Sonar and Ram Bania with a Hircarah * (or meflenger) belong- 
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* Hircarah means properly a fpy. 
in which it is thought of in Europe. 


ing to Nobekiflen Munfhy, came to the honfe of him the informant, 
and did then and there, with force, unlawfully and injurioufly enter 
into his inward Zenána (or womens) apartments, faying, they had 
orders from Nobeckiffen Munfhy to take away the informant’s fifter, 
for his the faid Nobekiffen’s ufe. That on the informant’s refifting, 
and calling the Dowhéy t, they abufed him and his mother in the moft 
opprobrious terms, and did otherwife ill-treat them: upon which, 
the reft of the informant’s family being forced to fly, they unlawfully 
and by force did then and there feize the informant’s mother, and 
againft the peace of our Lord the King, did forcibly carry her away 
to Nobekiffen. 

‘¢ That on the next day the faid Ram Sonar and Ram Bania came 
with another Hircarah of Nobekiffen’s, and did forcibly feize and 
carry away the informant and his brother, named Kifn, into Nobe- 
kiffen’s prefence, who ordered both to be confined. Upon this we 
offered fecurity, which he refufed. We then offered that one of us 
fhould remain in prifon and the other be at liberty: this alfo he, 
Nobekiffen, refufed ; but gave orders to his peons, who carried us to 
prifon in the Colleétor’s Cutcherry, where we were both confined in 
the place where felons and thieves are, with our feet in the ftocks, for 
two days and three nights: victuals being forbid to be given to us, 
and none of our people permitted to come near us. And during 
our confinement, Ram Sonar, with one of Nobekiffen’s houfc, for- 
cibly entered the informant’s houfe, and carried away his {ifter to 
Nobekifflen’s houfe; where he, Nobekiffen, kept her confined one 
night, and violated her. Afterwards he, Nobekiffen, fent for us 
from the Cutcherry to his houfe, and from thence ordered us to be 
carried and confined where the Company’s Hircàrahs flay, oppofite 








In India it is by no means an employ held in the defpicable light 
All great men have a number of Hircarahs in their train ; 


and in the courts of Hindoftan, the Prince’s Head hircarah is a principal officer, and frequently em- 
ployed upon bufinefs of the greateft truft, fecrecy, and honour. 


+ The Dowh@y is an exclamation ufed by the common people in Hindoftan, upon occafion of any 


fudden a&t of violence, much in the fame manner as in Spain and Portugal, they cry, 4gzy del Rey. 
Thus the poor people in Bengal, perfonifying the Company, frequently call out, Dowhay Company 
Saheb, where there are none found to attend to their cries, 
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<< to the Governor’s houfe ; where we were confined one night and one 
« half day, and were afterwards again carried to Nobekifflen’s, and 
‘¢ again returned to the fame place of the Hircarahs, from whence we 
«< were at laft releafed. 

« That at the general quarter feflions of this town of Calcutta, on 
« the 4th of March 1767, this informant did reprefent his grievances 
<< in a petition to the grand jury, which he delivered to the foreman, 
« who delivered it to the clerk of the peace, who delivered it to the 
« Judges on the bench: but that no enquiry was made into the cafe of 
‘<< the informant, the grand jury being difmiffed immediately after the 
< delivery of his petition. 

‘¢ This informant farther faith, that on the ryth March, at about ten 
<< o’clock at night, four peons, or pykes, named Sheik Jaffer, Sheik 
< Rheyroo, Kifno and Ram, came to the informant’s houfe with a peon, 
« named Mowdy, who then and there feized the informant’s brother, 
«< named Kifno Sonar, and carried him to Nobekiflen’s houfe, without any 
‘¢ legal warrant or authority: nor can the informant conceive any rea- 
« fon, unlefs it was to intimidate him from feeking redrefs. Thofe of 
‘© our caft (or tribe) as cuftomary, refufe to aflociate with us: and for- 
« afimuch as the faid informant conceives the above related proceedings 
« are unlawful and injurious, and are wrongs which tend to the great 
« damage of him, the informant, and are againft the peace of our 
‘¢ Lord the King, his crown and dignity ; and whereas the informant 
« is otherwife remedilefs, he therefore humbly prays, that a warrant 
“<< be granted to feize and bind over Nobekiffen, and every other per- 
«< fon concerned in thefe oppreffions, to the next quarter feffions. 


(Signed) æ GOCUL SONAR.” 
< Counterfigned. Sworn to before me, Charles Ffloyer, one of 


his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for the town of Calcutta, &c. this 
‘ 2oth day of May 1767. 


< 


A 


a 


< CHARLES FFLOYER.” 


This information was fupported by another depofition of Kifno Sonar, 
taken at the fame time upon oath, and fubfcribed to in like manner, 
by the beforefaid Juftice of Peace, whereupon the complainant was 
happy in the thoughts that he fhould of courfe obtain juftice for the 
injuries he complained of, according to the eftablifhed laws of Eng- 
land. But upon finding that no warrant was iffued, or bail required 
from the accufed party, nor any other fteps taken towards having the 


LN | affair 





IE » q an) 
> 
5 J . 
4 J 
T, 


98 CONSIDERATIONS 


affair tried at the following feffions, the tradefman waited upon Mr. 
Ffloyer, who, to his aftonifhment, threatened him with the Chawbuck *, 
and told him he had no bufinefs with the quarter fefhons, but that his 
complaint fhould be tried at the Zemindar’s court. 

Thus, in order to evade a fair enquiry, to ferve a private purpofe 
hereafter to be taken notice of, was this affair transferred from Mr. 
Ffloyer t, Juftice of Peace, to Mr. Ffloyer Zemindar, contrary to the 
exprefs directions of the charter of juftice, and againft the will cf the 
complainant, who was afterwards totally precluded from juftice, and 
even from the knowledge of what was done refpecting his complaint, 
having never been any further called upon, and never having been 
able, notwithftanding repeated applications for that purpofe, to obtain 
copies of any proceedings whatever. 

Another extraordinary cafe, was of Ramnaut, a black merchant, 
houfe-holder and inhabitant of Calcutta, who had formerly ferved as 
Banyan to Mr. George Gray, a gentleman then of the Council at Cal- 
cutta. It has been already faid, that the Secret, or Select Committee 
of Calcutta, in confequence of extraordinary powers from the Court of 
Directors, affumed jurifdiction to themfelves in even fuch as they pre- 
tended were criminal matters. In confequence of which it has been com- 
mon for them, of their own mere motion, to feize and imprifon the pre- 
tended Nabéb’s officers, as well as the principal merchants of the country, 





* The inftrument for flogging ufed at the Cutcherries. 

+ In order to fave appearances for this extraordinary proceeding, at leaft in the eyes of the Court 
of Eaft India Directors, fome months after the tranfaétion, Mr. Ffloyer entered a minute upon the 
confultations, or proceedings of the Council at Calcutta, fo called, wherein he endeavours. to account 
for it in the words following. 


“ In the month of laft, when I was the acting Juftice and Zemindéar, the Prefident 
delivered to me a complaint which had been preferred to the grand jury at the quarter feffions, 
by one Gocul Sonar, againft Nobekiffen, and defired me to enquire into it as Zemindar. I did fo. 
But on attefting the depofitions which had been taken by me, / figred them as Fuftice of the Peace, 
“ inftead of Zemindar. Iwas not fenfible of the mijlake until the next morning, when I acquainted 
the Prefident with it: and as a confirmation thereof referred him to the officers of the Cutcherry, 
who were the only perfons made ufe of by me, during the whole courfe of the enquiry. My re- 
port to the Prefident, which has been laid before this Board, and the records of the Court of 
Zemindary, will, I hope, fufficiently evince, that I aéted therein, in the judicial capacity of Ze- 
mindar only, and not as one of his Majefty’s Juflices of the Peace.” 


If any thing more be requifite to expofe the injuftice of this proceeding, or the futility of the ex- 
cule, which Mr. Ffloyer doubtlefs thought fufficient for the Court of Direétors, the reader is defired 
to remark, from the complainant’s depofition, thai the information of the 4th March 1767, which 
was the paper faid to be delivered to Mr. Ffloyer by Governor Verelft, could have no conneétion with 
the information in queftion, of the 2oth May 1767: this laft, as figned by Mr. Ffloyer, even refer- 
ring to the former one, as having been laid afide without caufe, which was the reafon of the tradef- 
man’s laft application perfonally to Mr. Ffloyer, as one of his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace, in order 
to have his complaint heard at the next quarter feffions. 
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by military force, within the Englifh fettlement ; alfo to withdraw the 
Company’s protection, and to pronounce fentence of banifhment againft 
perfons unaccufed and unheard, in cafes wherein the King in England 
could nor do either one or the other. 

This Secret Committee or the Prefident, with the Committee’s fanétion, 
had, among others, fuddenly feized the before-mentioned Ramnaut, 
fome time in the month of September 1765, and clofely confined him 
under a military guard for many months. ‘The pretences then made ufe 
of by the committee for this extraordinary act were, that he had been 
guilty of great extortions and malpractices in the Maldah country, 
(where Mr. Gray had refided as Chief of the Company’s factory) and it 
would appear the Committee officioufly undertook the examination of 
thefe matters iz Calcutta, to fave the Nabób that trouble. But the real 
caufes as afligned by others *, with the greateft appearance of truth, 
were in order to extort evidence from him againft his faid matter, 
with whom the Committee were then engaged in very rancorous party- 
difputes. Upon what foundation he was confined, what hardfhips he and 
his family fuffered, or what elfe pafled during this his firft confinement 
by the Committee, is foreign to our prefent purpofe to relate; fufiice 
it to fay, that after the purpofes for which he was confined had been 
ferved, he obtained his releafement, and for a long time continued in 
Calcutta unmolefted, with the permiflion of appearing in the prefence 
of the Governor to make his Salaam T, among other merchants. Thus 
far was neceflary for the illuftration of the fact before us. 

This man complained, that during his faid confinement he had been 
plundered by one of his countrymen of property to a confiderable 
amount, and he wanted the permitlion of the Governor and Council to 
apply to the Englifh laws for redrefs, not choofing to do it, for fear of 
giving offence f, without firft obtaining the permiffion of the Board. 

The following, being an exact copy of his addrefs to the Council, 
will beft fpeak for itfelf. 









* See AUTHENTIC Papers concerning India Affairs, ppa 189, 100; 193, &c. 

+ According to the Afiatic ftyle, he who after any difgrace is permitted to appear in the Huzzoor 
Walla, or “ High Prefence,” to make the obeifance called a Salaam, is efteemed to be forgiven, and 
reftored to favour, 

t The offending party was the Governor’s Banyan, and alfo Banyan to the Secret Committee. 
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To the Honourable Harry Verelft, Efquire, Prefident, &c. Gentle- 
“& men of the Council at Fort-William. 


«< Honourable Str and SIRS, 


‘ I take the liberty of prefenting you with this humble addrefS for 
two purpofes, both which I hope will be efteemed to merit the confi- 
deration of your Honourable Board. One is in order to put a ftop 
to the corrupt practices of a man who has been intrufted with the 
management of tranfactions of the higheft nature, and of the greateft 
importance to the affairs of the Honourable Company; and the other 
is in order to obtain juftice and reftitution for the oppreffion and 
damage done me in particular. 
s< The grievance complained of is, my having to the amount of 
thirty-fix thoufand rupees extorfively exacted and taken from me by 
Nobekiffen Munfhy, during my late confinement, ex colore officii, 
availing himfelf of my ignorance of the Englifh laws and cuftoms. 
‘* He ufed to vifit me in my confinement, and there, by threats and 
under various fcandalous, villanous and falie pretences, did demand 
and receive from me, 
‘* In the month of Ograhn, a ring, value - - rupees 14,200 

‘s Pous - - 500 gold móhŭrs 

*& Chóytrö- 400 ditto 

 Bhádrö - 500 ditto 


1,400 value . - =- 20,000 








“ With two pieces of Bootedárs, and fundry other 
“ things, given by his order to his people, value - 2,000 


** Rupees * 36,200 





** The pretences he made ufe of were, that he would preferve me, 
or get me excufed from taking my oath upon the Ganges water be- 
fore the Select Committee, that I might have the greater latitude for 
what I was to declare verbally; that he would procure my releafement; 
that he would give me a+ Khelaat, and fend me away again f Dewan 


* About 4,500 I. 
+ An honorary drefs, given to perfons upon their admiffion or entrance upon any new truft or 


employment. 


f Properly it is the officer of the Dewannee. see Chap. IV. But now every Englith gentleman’s 


Head Banyan is, by courte/y, called his Dewan. 
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to Maldah; and that. he would fave my life, which I was to be de- 
prived of, when he found it neceflary to threaten me. 

‘© I acknowledge my ignorance of the falutary laws of Great Britain, 
in fuffering myfelf to be thus impofed upon, as well as my folly 
in having even fuppofed him to be of fuch confequence to the 
Honourable the Seleét Committee. Yet, as the well-being of the 
Honourable Company’s affairs in a great meafure depends upon the 
impartiality and integrity of thofe whofe office does any ways concern 
the adminiftration and execution of juftice, or the common good of 
the fubject, | humbly hope ftill to obtain redrefs. 

« And as I have heard much of the juftice of the Englifh laws, and 
am informed, that the Honourable the Court of Directors have 
been pleafed to order, that ‘* If a native chufes the decifion of his 
grievances by Englifh laws, thofe, and thofe only muft be purfued, 
and purfued according to the directions in the charter.” Iam very 
defirous of laying my cafe before the juries at the next feflions, where 
only, I am informed, it is cognizable. 

<¢ But left the preferring in that manner my complaint againft 
him, whilft in office, fhould be of any detriment to the affairs of the 
Honourable Company under his management, I hereby firft humbly 
beg the permiffion of the Honourable Board. 

« And as the grievances I complain of tend manifeftly to the evil 
example of all others the Company’s Banyans in office, as well as to 
the great oppreffion and detriment of the native inhabitants in 
general, I humbly hope, Honourable Sir and Sirs, that you will 
pleafe to grant me the permiffion required, that I may be enabled. 
to obtain redrefS and the reftitution of my property. 


«“ Tam, with the greateft refpect, &c. &c. 
(Signed) “RAMNAUT DASS.” 





Fort William, the roth April 1767.” 


This letter he fent to the Governor, then Harry Verelft, Efq; who, 


on the 15th April, in the evening, fummoned Ramnaut before him, 
and having queftioned him in his chamber, in a particular manner, 
regarding the circumtances of his letter, difmiffed him with affurances, 
that he fhould have the ftricteft juftice done him. 


Upon Ramnaut’s going out of the Governor’s chamber, and coming 


into the hall, he was fuddenly met by a party of feapoys with fixed 


bayonets, 
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bayonets, commanded by two black officers, named Sontofe ard Din- 
mahomed, who in that inftant * feized him; and, not permitting him to 
ride in his palanqueen,; marched him on foot through the town, from 
the Governor’s to his own houfe, where they kept him in ftrict confine- 
ment, with guards upon his doors, and even in his innermoft apart- 
ments; not permitting any perfon but his own menial fervants to have 
accefs to him. 

He was, on a fubfequent day, again marched under the fame guard 
to the houfe of Governor Verelft ; who, notwithftanding Ramnaut’s 
letter was addrefled to the Governor and Council, thought proper to 
refer it to the Sele and Secret Committee, who had fome private fittings 
upon the affair; in order, as was ufual among them on fuch occafions, 
to record fomething after their own way upon the face of their pro- 
ceedings, which fhould have the farcical appearance of juftice, to amufe 
the Directors. Ramnaut was, therefore, feveral times conduc¢ted, un- 
der his guards, before the Secret Committee, where they did what 
they pleafed ; and when they had done with him, ordered him back to 
confinement in his own houfe, where centinels were placed at every door 
and window. He remained in that fituation until Sunday the 3d May 
1767; on the evening of which day he fent to inform the writer, he 
had juft received private intelligence, that orders had been received 
from Governor Verelft, then with THE Nasos at Murflhhedabad, to Mr. 
Cartier, then at Calcutta, to deliver him, Ramnaut, up to the Nabéb 
for confinement ; which matter, notwithftanding other pretences, was 
a principal object of the Governor’s vifit to the city. He farther ac- 
quainted the writer, he had intelligence, that it was intended to fend 
him away that evening; and begged he would come to his houfe, to 
help him to fecure his effects. Accordingly the writer went to his 
houfe, towards night, and faw him in ftriét confinement, under charge 
of a party of foldiers, commanded by a black officer, named Rambukth, 
greatly terrified, and in tears. Upon the writer’s expoftulating with 
him, and afking him the reafon of his dejection, he anfwered, that he 
was under ftrong apprehenfions of being murdered, when out of the 





* In a Secret Committee, held at Calcutta the 18th April 1767, at which were prefent, Harry 
Verelft, Efq; PRESIDENT, with Meffrs. John Cartier, Claud Ruffell and Alexander Campbell, 
Governor Verel{t entered a minute on thofe Secret Proceedings; wherein he acquainted his brother 
Committee-men, that he had fo {tized and confined Ramnaut, ‘* becaufe he had reafon to believe he 
« was the inftrument of a concealed faction againft Nobekiflen,” (who was, as before obferved, his 
Banyan, as well as Banyan to the Committee) ‘‘ and therefore he had ordered him under a guard, 
‘“ to prevent his being tampered with, and inftructed in his evidence, until he could be examined 
« by the Committee.” In vain do Englifhmen exclaim againft the proceedings of a Baftile, or an 
Inguifition, while practices of this nature are fuffered to pafs in a Britifh Settlement unpunifhed. 
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diftricts of Calcutta. The writer comforted him as well as he could, by 
affuring him, that no Englifhman would be concerned in fo horrid an 
act, or permit zhe Nabéb, or his officers, to perpetrate it: whereupon 
he exclaimed againft the Englifh laws, and bewailed the misfortunes 
which he faid his miftaken notions of their juftice had drawn upon 
him. 

This difcourfe was fcarcely ended, when there came another party 
of armed foldiers, under command of another black officer, named 
Muraad Khawn, with three fervants of the Governor, named Peer Ma- 
homed, Doft Mahomed, and Gordal Sing; faying, they had the Gover- 
nor’s orders to carry him, Ramnaut, away to THE NazBos. This was like 
the arrival of a death-warrant to this diftrefled man. He changed co- 
lour, and trembling begged for time to arrange his affairs and fecure 
his papers, which only brought upon him fevere abufe and ill treatment. 
When the writer remonftrated with the feapoys thereon, telling them, 
he was fure fuch rigour was not ufed by order of the Governor, they 
even prefented to him the butt-ends of their mufguets: and in this 
fituation they haftily obliged Ramnaut, without any preparation for his 
journey, or arrangement of his affairs, to quit his houfe ; pulling him 
into the ftreet, where they bound his hands, and then hauled him 
through the town to a boat that had been prepared for carrying him 
away. 

By letters, afterwards received from him, it appeared, that he was 
actually transferred to THE Nasés at Murfhedabad, for confinement, 
during which time his family, at Maldah, was put to the greateft 
hardfhips and diftreffes: and, after about feventeen months imprifon- 
ment, the writer received a letter from him, in the Bengal language, 
of which the following is a tranflation. 


“© On the 28th of the month Serrabon (or 9th Auguft) 1768, the 
“ Nabob Mahomed Reza Khawn delivered me over to Baboo * Ong- 
< noofing, who demanded from me 60,000 rupees; viz. 
s On account Mr. t Verelft’s falt 48,000 
< Ditto ------------------ ------ — boats - = 7,000 
s Ditto wages to the boat people - =- - 5,000 


es 


s Current rupees -" - 60,000 





* An officer of THE NABÔB’s, who fuperintended the bufinefs of the Cutcherries. 
t+ This was part of the private falt concerns, taken notice of in our XIIIth Chapter. 
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s I thereupon told him, that no part of the demand was juft, ex- 
cept for the falt; on which account I had already paid Mr. Verelft, 
by the hands of Mr. Richard Barwell, thirty-one thoufand two hun- 
dred Sunott rupees ;--—that the balance which might be due, after 
crediting me for fundry difputed articles, as might be adjufted, I 
was ready to pay. That the amount of the boats was not due from 
me, for I never received them. On hearing this, Baboo Ongnoo- 
fing became very angry, and abufecl me very much; fending for tho 
f Chora and Chorry, and faying, he would tie me up to the § Seepiyah, 
and flog the money out of me. At laft, he told me to fend for the 
papers or letters regarding the boats and the money paid, at the 
fame time ordering me to pay, on account of the balance of the 
falt-money, eleven thoufand two hundred {icca rupees, on the fpot. 
After this, he ordered the feapoys to take me away, and, by the 
ufe of force, to fee that the money was paid on that day. 

< I was in confequence thereof very ill treated, and on the next 
morning was again fent for; when he told me, I could only live by 
paying the money. I was afterwards carried to the * Khalfa Cut- 
cherry by order of the Nabob Mahomed Reza Khawn ; who himéfelf 
calling me before him, ordered me to pay the faid money. I repre- 
fented, that I had no objection to pay the amount of the falt ; but hoped 
I fhould be thereupon releafed from confinement,’and have a fhort 
time allowed me. Upon which the faid Nabob became very angry ; 
faid, he would have the money at any rate; and immediately fent 
for the Seepiyah and Chawbuck. ‘There was then prefent Baboo Ong- 
noofing and Ramkiffore Sene, the Governor’s Banyan’s t Vakeel, 
with whom the Nabob confulted a little, and then ordered the feapoys 
to take me back to my prifon; telling me, if I did not pay the 
money within one month, he himfelf would pay it, and hang me 
for it. In this affair, whatever the Governor’s Banyan writes, that 
is and will be the law; and Iam afraid there is a defign upon 
my life. Do you, therefore, I pray, for God’s fake, make applica- 
tion on my behalf; and become anfwerable for the payment of the 
money, if I can be releafed from my confinement on thofe terms. 
Dated the 8th of the month Bhadro, or 21ft Auguft 1768.” 


t Two fpecies of whips ufed in the Cutcherries. 

§ An engine ufed in the Cutcherries, confifting of three bamboes, 
rop: hanging from the centre, 

* The Cutcherry where the Nabob fits in perfon, when he choofes to tranfaét bufinefs himfelf. 

+ A Chargé des affairsa, which every great man (fuch as a Governor’s Banyan necefiarily is) keeps 


erected in a triangle, with a 
to tie and fufpend the culprit during flagellation. 


æi court. 
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At the fame time this mifcrable victim wrote a letter to the Governor 

of Calcutta, of which letter, as delivered into the Council, the follow- 

ing, being an exact literal tranflation, may alfo ferve as a fpecimen 
of the Bengal eyifiolary ftyle. 
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‘© To the Great and Greatcft of Governors. 
«e Siri, Siri, Ram* / 

« This petition of me your flave Tt, Ramnaut Dafs, who moft refpeét- 
« fully and reverently addreflcs you, and prays for the increafe of 
« your riches and profperity, reprefents, that I, your petitioner, only 
“© to obtain juftice for myfelf, made application at your feet. From 
« the ill fortune ftampt on my forehead f, I did not obtain juftice, but 
<% was imprifoned and fent here; where I am yet confined, having 
‘* been a prifoner, on and off, for near three years. ‘There is nothing 
‘¢ wanting to the completion of my mifery ; and my family are dif- 
« trefled even for victuals. JI am now extremely hard preffled for the 
«< falt-money. Agrceably to order I formerly paid, on account of 
s that demand, thirty-one thaufand two hundred Sonaut rupees to 
« Mr. Barwell, and the remainder which may be juftly due I never 
« objected to the payment of. I therefore humbly petition, that you 
« will order the releafement of your flave, and I will take care and 
s< pay the money. I am a forlorn man. I have no body capable of 
« affording me protection. You are God’s deputy, and the giver of 
« the laws. Be pleafed to fave the life of your forlorn flave, by order- 
s ing his releafement. This is the requeft he humbly lays at your 
« feet. Dated the 8th of the month Bhadro, or the 2rft Auguft 
cc 1768.” 







































The pretence again made ufe of on the Records of the Secret Com- 
mittee for this fecond imprifonment of Ramnaut, and fending him to 
the Nabôb, was, ‘*‘ That he might be delivered up to the country govern- 
ment” (which had not been done before) ‘f to be made accountable for 
“ the numberlefs extortions and villanies he had been guilty of at Mal- 
“ dah, and other places within the government’s jurifdiGion.” Never- 
thelefs, no fuch extortions or villanies were ever legally proved againft 











* This is one of their many invocations of God, fet at the beginning of all writings. 
+ In the Bengal original, the word Saheb, Mafter or Lord, is fubftituted for this pronoun, as 
“ the Lord’s flave”—** the Lord’s increafe of riches.” 
t The Gentoos, who are great predeftinarians, believe that every man’s fortune is written an his 
forehead from the moment of his birth. 
LO] him 3 
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him ; nor, to the time of his writing the foregoing letters, had any 
perfon ever confronted him with any complaints before rhe Nabób, nor 
had the Nabéb made any other demands on him than thole mentioned 
in his before-recited letters. 

Whatever might have been the man’s crimes, nothing can vindicate 
the mode of proceeding againft him; nor can any ftory, however plau- 
fible or well contrived, convince the public, that it was juft to deny this 
merchant the means of obtaining juftice, and to transfer his complaints 
from the fair and open trial of juries, to the clandeftine proceedings of 
a junto of three or four, bound to each other by oaths of fecrecy, who 
at the fame time were, in effect, his original and prefent accufers and 
oppreflors, and who could, as we may now juftly conclude, have no 
other views in this clandeftine worx than to keep from the light their 
other dark proceedings, which they were doubtlefs apprehenfive a pub- 
lic trial of the complaints againft Nobekiilen, the Banyan to the SELECT 
and SECRET COMMITTEE, might ferve effectually to difclofe. ‘This alfo 
was the real motive that we before promifed to enlarge upon, and 
which occafioned a fuppreffion of the complaint of Gocul Sonar *. 

One more extraordinary inftance we will give of the convenient ufes 
which the Nabôbs are made of by the Governor and Council in Calcutta, 
under whofe direétion alone they act, whenever it is neceflary for 
any private purpofe to opprefs individuals ; and this*is of certain Ar- 
menian merchants of eftablifhed credit and reputation, who, like many 
hundreds of others, had been long eftablifhed in India, and were at this 
time peaceably engaged in carrying on their own mercantile bufinefs in 
the dominions bordering on Bengal, which the Company had taken 
from, and afterwards reftored to the Nabéb Sujah al Dowlah. ‘The bu- 
finefS they carried on greatly interfering with the private views of the 
Governor and fome of the Council at Calcutta, and their connections, 
it was thought neceflary to have them removed. Not contented with 
their being fuddenly feized by the Company’s troops and confined, 
without ever being accufed, confronted, or heard upon any pretended 
crime or mifbehaviour whatever in the dominions of Sujah al Dowlah, 
the Governor and Council had them brought down into their own pro- 
vinces, where they could more conveniently manage them, and where 


* The Eaft India Directors have been long poffeffed of all the papers relative to the proceedings 
concerning Gocul and Ramnaut. If they think thofe proceedings, difguifed as the writer knows them 
to be, will ftand the teft of infpection, it is hoped they will, for the honour of their fervants, lay 
them before the public; or otherwife, that they will do it for the honour of national juftice, in ex- 
pofing the parties who have offended, either by unjuftly promoting or fupprefling fuch complaints ; or 
at leaft for their own vindication, in publifhing to the world the juft refentment they may have fhewn 
againft the principal delinquents in fuch infamous tranfaCtions. 
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they were kept imprifoned for fome months, to the utter ruin of them- 
felves and families. After they had been long enough imprifoned to 
ferve the purpofes intended, they were fet at liberty, but without being 
acquainted with any reafon for fuch imprifonment: and, defpairing of 
ever obtaining juftice in Bengal, two of them came over in quel of it 
to England; where, flattering themfelves that the Court of Directors 
would naturally difcountenance fuch oppreflion, they prefented a very 
refpectful petition to the Court; which, as it will give the beft ftate of 
their cafe, we will prefent the reader with a copy of, as follows. 


cE 





To the HONOURABLE the CourT of DIRECTORS, for the Affairs of 
« The Honourable the UNITED COMPANY of MERCHANTS of ENG- 
“ LAND, trading to the East INDI Es. 


< The Petition of Gregore Cojamaul and Fohannes Padre Rafael, 
< Armenian Merchants, late of Bengal, 


< HuUMBLY SHEWETH, 


“« That your petitioners, who are natives of Ifphahan in Perfia, have 
for many years refided in India, particularly in the provinces an- 
nexed to Bengal, and in the dominions of the different princes ber- 
dering upon thofe provinces, where they have carried on, for them- 
felves and others, avery extenfive trade, always with the permiffion 
and approbation of the different princes in whofe dominions your 
petitioners refided; always paying the duties exacted by fuch princes, 
and always chearfully fubmitting thenifelves to the laws of {uch 
countries. 
< That it has ever been the cuftom, from time immemorial, for 
Greeks, Georgians, Turks, Perfians, Tartars, Cafhmeerians, Ar- 
menians and other nations, to refort to and traffic in India, where 
the country Nabdbs, fenfible of the benefits arifing from the refort of 
foreign merchants and the increafe of trade, have at all times encou- 
raged fuch perfons to the utmoft of their power. 
‘ ‘That befides their own traffic, your petitioners likewife, for about 
feven years laft paft, have been honoured with bufinefS upon com- 
miffion from fundry Englifh Gentlemen, feveral of whom are now in 
England. 
‘“ ‘That your petitioners in fuch tranfactions have ever acted to the 
fatisfaction of their conftituents, and with credit to themfelves ; hav- 
ing ever ftudioufly avoided interfering in any other than their own 
mercantile affairs ; and they have ever been well-wifhers to the Ho- 
| O2 j “< nourable 
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nourable Englifh Eaft India Company, having never, in the moft 

diftant manner, acted contrary to the interefts of that Company. 

“< ‘That your petitioners were lately refident in the dominions of the 

Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, and the Rajah Bulwant Sing, who, to the 

great furprize of your petitioners, received orders from your Prefi- 

dency of Calcutta, or Fort William, to banifh your petitioners out of 
their countries. 

‘“ That thofe princes communicated the orders which they had re- 

ceived from your faid Prefidency to your petitioners, who had the 

honour to be favoured with the friendfhip of the faid princes; who 

propofed various expedients to {creen your petitioners from violence, 

as your petitioners can fhew by authentic documents in their hands, 

to the fatisfaction of this Honourable Court. 

‘< ‘That the friendfhip of thofe princes having induced them to evade 

the immediate execution of fuch tyrannical orders, for which they 

knew no caufe, your Prefident Mr. Verelft wrote again, in repeated 

letters, and in the moft peremptory terms, to have your petitioners 

feized, imprifoned and fent down into the Company’s provinces to 

Patna and Murfhedabad ; and for fear of farther delays or evafions, 

orders were given to the immediate fervants of the Englifi Com- 

pany, who were employed to feize and imprifon your petitioners, as 

they are likewife ready to prove to the fatisfaction of this Honourable 

Court, by authentic documents and writings under the hands and 

feals of the faid Company’s fervants. 

‘“ That accordingly your petitioners were feized in the moft fudden, 

cruel and inhuman manner, and brought down to the Company’s 

factories at Patna and Murfhedabid, being obliged to quit inftantly 
all they were poffeffed of in that country, to a very confiderable 
amount, together with their books and papers, and the effects of 
many other perfons with which they were entrufted, and for which 
they are accountable. 

‘ That during the confinement of your petitioners, their relations 
did deliver to your Prefident, Mr. Harry Verelft, fundry petitions, par- 
ticularly one of the 15th May 1768, and one of the 13th June 1768, 
(which your petitioners imagine ftand recorded upon your Calcutta 
confultations) requefting the releafement of your petitioners, and of- 
fering to give any fuch fecurity for money, or the appearance of 
your petitioners, as might appear reafonable to your faid Prefident 
and Council. 

‘© ‘That the faid petitions were paid no regard to, but your peti- 
tioners were continued under confinement ; your petitioner Gregore 


‘< Cojamaul 
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Cojamaul having been confined from the 14th March 1768 to the 
23d May 1768, being two months and nine days; and your peti- 
tioner Johannes Padre Rafael, from the 27th March 1768 to the 
28th Auguft 1768, being five months; during which time they were 
treated worfe than convicted felons ; Cogee Rafael being firft im- 
prifoned in a horfe-ftable, and afterwards both kept in clofe confine- 
ment under a ftrong guard of the Company’s feapoys, with fixed 
bayonets, who never fuffered your petitioners to ftir out of their 
fight. 

< That being at laft releafed from confinement, your petitioners and 
their friends waited upon your Prefident, Mr. Harry Verelft, not 
only to be acquainted what were the caufes of his difpleafure, and 
why they had been confined, but requefting leave to return up the 
country to fecure their effects and outftanding concerns, thereby to 
preferve themfelves and families from ruin; but, to the misfortune 
of your petitioners, all their applications were paid no regard to, 
nor could they even obtain any fatisfaction, or be acquainted why 
they had been thus capricioufly imprifoned for fo long a time, and 
then fet at liberty, without being accufed of even a fictitious mifde- 
meanour? 

« That, to the great aftonifhment of your petitioners, upon their ar- 
rival in Calcutta, they were informed, that your Governor, Mr. 
Harry Verelft, and his Council had been pleafed to publifh an edict, 
under date of the 18th May 1768, prohibiting all Armenians, Por- 
tugueze and their defcendants, from refiding or trading in any part 
out of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa; or attempting to 
tranfport any merchandize beyond thofe provinces, under penalty of the 
utmoft fevere corporal punifhment, and the confifcation of fuch merchan- 
dize ; an attefted notorial copy of which moft extraordinary public 
edict * is in the hands of your petitioners, for the infpection of this 
Honourable Court. 

< ‘That your petitioners were hereby not only deprived, among 
others, of thofe rights which were due to them, as men, by the law 
of nations, but were deprived of that freedom of trade which their 
nation had always enjoyed in the times of the worft of the ancient 
Brack Nasoss, and in particular were alfo deprived of all hopes of 
ever recovering thofe effects from which they had been thus forcibly 
and capricioufiy taken. 


* Sce this Edict, in the Appendix, N° XXIX. page 80, 
“ That 
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« That your petitioners, who have been therefore neceffitated at a 
‘ great expence to come to England for juftice, now appeal to the 
‘© equity of this Honourable Court; requefting, that they will either 
« indemnify your petitioners for the great loflcs they fuftain, or that 
‘< they will be pleafed to order home, to anfwer for themficlves, the 
‘¢ Prefident Mr. Verelft, and fuch of the Company’s fervants as to this 
s Honourable Court may appear to have been the acting perfons in the 
‘* oppreffions complaincd of; | 





< And your petitioners, as in duty bound, 
s“ íhall ever pray- 
+ London, the rath Sep- 
“ tember 1769.” (Signed) ‘4 GREGORE COJAMAUL. 
JOHANNES PADRE RAFAEL.” 





It was natural for thefe injured Armenian merchants, who then knew 
but little of the ftate of the Company and the party-views of its Direc- 
tors, to imagine that the court would have fhewn fome readinefs, if not 
a ferious difpofition to redrefs their wrongs. But, to their fhame be it 
fpoken! the petition is faid to have been thrown afide, and to have 
lain by, unanfwered and difregarded to this day; while thefe foreign 
gentlemen, as is faid, have been left to feek redreis at law, exactly in 
the diftrefsful fituation already defcribed ; expofed to the neceflity of 
fending commiffions to India for evidence, and of waiting for the 
precarious arrival of their oppreflors from India; fome of whom may 
perhaps fhamelefsly attempt to fcreen themfelves by the practifed and 
now ufual fubterfuge, of pretending the matter complained of was 
tranfacted by THE Nasos, in the extra-judicial diftricts of the 
charter. 

Many other inftances might be given, to prove the badnefs of the 
government, police, and adminiftration of juftice in thofe diftant do- 
minions ; fome of which, though there looked upon as trifles *, would 
in this country be confidered as matters of the moft ferious confe- 
quence. Indeed to enumerate all the facts of that nature which have 
come within the writer’s knowledge, would be to fill a large folio volume. 
It 





























* Such asa mafter’s fending, upon his fimple note (or Chit, as there called) a native fervant to the 
Zemindar, to receive a flagellation at the Cutcherry; or the colleéting, by a military force, two or 
three dozen of Englifhmen, inhabitants of the fettlement, and confining them, in a dungeon in the 
New Fort, for a day or two. ‘This the writer himfelf knows to have been done, ona fimple verbal 
order, from a late Right Honourable Governor. The occafion was this.—Complaints were made, 
that many Europeans kept public houfes, for the retailing of a fpirituous liquor called Pariar Arrack, 

to 
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It would moreover be a tafk fhocking to humanity ; and as it is pre- 
fumed fufficient have already been produced to convince the reader of 
the truth of our aflertions upon the fubje&t-matter of this chapter, we 
fhall haften to a conclufion of it. Should the curious reader wifh to 
be farther informed, relative to other facts than what are here proved 
refpećting our affertions, we beg leave to refer him to our 14th chap- 
ter, on Oppreflions and Monopolies in general, and to the Papers in 
our Appendix, N” XXX, XXXI, XXXII, and XXXII, pages 81 to 
121, &c. as well as to every other part of this work, where fomething 
will in all places be found to corroborate what is here advanced. 

Upon the whole of what has been faid, it furely will be allowed, that 
in the fituation in which matters now ftand, juftice can never prevail 
againft the will of power in India; and, as things are, can be rarely 
worth purfuing from thence to England, even in the very few cafes 
where it is pra¢ticable, at leaft in a judicial way: fo that, without an 
effeStual reformation here, or till the laws are made to operate with 
fufficient efficacy in thofe regions, all people mutt live there unprotected 
by laws, and always liable to be deprived of their rights even as men, 
from the laws of nature, as well as of thofe bleffings that are peculiar 
to the laws of England; which, if duly enforced from hence by necetl- 
fary checks and controul, and impartially executed there, by inde- 
pendent, capable, and difinterefted judges, would prove a lafting fe- 
curity to the intereft of the Company; and, with rendering the pofleffion. 
of thofe dominions the envy and admiration of all neighbouring ftates, 
would likewife bid faireft for eftablifhing the permanency of thofe re- 
fources which this nation has a right to expect from fubje¢cted provinces 
fo extenfive and wealthy. 


to the great debauchery of the foldiery. They were immediately ordered to be fought after, and 
carried to the New Fort; and the execution of this commiffion was left to the black fcapoys, who were 
difpatched for that purpofe. As it was left to the difcretion of thofe ignorant people, many innacent 
tradefmen were involved with others who really did fell this liquor, and all were promifcuoufly con- 
duéted to prifon in this wanton manner: for which Kinds of violences, there is no legal redrefs or 
fatisfaction to be obtained, however innocent of guilt the injured parties may be proved. 
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Of the different COVENANTS and LICENCES under which 
BRITISH SUBJECTS refort to the EAST INDIES for the Pur- 


ole of RESIDING THERE». 
P 


T is well known, by the charters and acts of parliament confirming 

them, which are at prefent in force, and were originally made with 
a view only of fecuring to the Company the exclufive right of trade Zo 
and from the Eaft Indics, that no Britifli fubjects dare now venture even 
to breathe the air of India, without having firft obtained the permiufiion 
of the Company. 

Britifh fubjects reforting to the Eaft Indies for the purpofe of refiding 
there, go out either in a military or civil capacity : the former, in dif- 
ferent ítations, from the common foldier and cadet to the gencral of- 
ficer; and the latter, as covenanted-fervants, free merchants, or free 
mariners. 

In the regular courfe of the Company’s bufinefs, as eftabliflred after 
the union of the two Companies, it has been ufual, except on fome very 
particular occafions, forthe civil fervants to go out as WRITERS, not 
under, and generally at the age of fixteen years, upon their own pe- 
tition, or requeft; and to rife by rotation or feniority in India, to the 
{tations of Fac¢tors, junior and fenior Servants, Counfellors and Governors. 
On fuch petition being confidered and granted by the Board of Direc- 
tors, they tender to the young candidates a long printed indenture to 
fign, as drawn up by their own lawyers, wherein, among many other 
articles, the youth is made to fign to certain agreements and conditions 
between the Company and himfelf, as follow. 


‘«¢ That upon the fpecial requeft and intreaty of him, A. B. the Com- 
« pany have received him into their fervice, as their writer (factor, 
‘«* or otherwife) to ferve them for the fpace of years *, to be 
“< employed on their bufinefs in any place within their limits, between 
< the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan, and engage 
** to pay him for the fame the wages of pounds per annum F, 
« And he, A. B. engages, that until the full expiration of the faid 
ve years, he will {ferve them honeftly and diligently ; obferve 
« and fulfill all orders of the Company, or their reprefentatives in India, 


* The ufual term upon the original indenture for all writers is five years, 
+ Ufually fifteen pounds per annum for a writer. 


4. ** refifting” 


r J al 
plop 
4s co 
& 2 
i 3 
y £ A 
= é r 
x č | 

. = 





- > 
> 
5 * 
4 J 
Ts, 
VA 
t/a, 


ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 113 


« refifting all thofe who fhall endeavour to break fuch orders or in- 
< ftructions ; will not do, or fuffer to be done any thing to the Conn- 
“ pany’s prejudice; give the Directors the earlieft intelligence of all 
‘* deceits, wrongs, abufes and breaches of orders, and that he will 
< keep and conceal the Company’s fecrets *. And he, A. B. alfo cove- 
‘<< nants and agrees, that before he leaves the Company’s fettlements he will 
<< faithfully pay T and difcharge all fuck fums as he may be juftly indebted 
*< to any of the black merchants, or natives, or to any othcr foreigners or 
<e merchants, not being the fubjeds of his Majchy. And upon condition 
“< of his keeping and performing his covenants, the Company agree, 
“ that for the faid term of years, he, the faid A. B. fhall be 
s< freely permitted to trade and traffic for his own account only, from 
‘ port to port in India, or elfewhere within the limits aforefaid, (but 
‘* not to or from any place without the fame) without any interruption 
‘¢ or hindrance from them the faid Company, or their fucceffors ; fo as 
“ the faid trade be fubjcct to fuch rules and limitations as the Court of 
‘< Directors fhall, from time to time, direct or appoint, and be not to 
‘* the hurt of the Company, or their commerce. And farther, in cafe 
“< he, the faid A. B. fhall wafte, or make ufe of the Company’s trea- 
‘ fure, become indebted to the Company, or in any wife make de- 
“ fault in performance of his covenants, in fuch cafe he fhall not be 
intitled to any of the advantages intended him, but on the contrary, 
it fhall then be lawful for the Company, or their Governor and 
‘< Council, to feize and detain the effects of him, A. B. until fatisfac- 
‘ tion be made. Aud forafmuch as grievous complaints, as is faid, have 
‘< been made to the Company, that feveral of their Governors, Counfellors, 
Fladors, and other Servants have committed very heinous and gricvous 
offences in their factories, and other places within their faid limits of 
“* trade, by unjuftly menacing, imprifoning, affaulting, abufing and evil 
treating the natives and black merchants, and by meaus of Juch violences, 
‘* abufes and injuries, have extorted and forced great Jums of money and 


.* It is fomething remarkable, that this covenanted obligation fo keep and conceal the Company’s fz- 
crets, is without limit, or the qualifying explanatory word lawful; contrary, as we apprehend, to 
general practice in England, where the covenanting fervant binds himfelf only to keep his mafter’s 
Jawful fecrets, nor can legally bind himfelf to do more. But now, with regard to Eaft India affairs, 
we fee all terms and conditions, as well as all practice, muft be abfolute, as thefe kinds of obligations 
are made: and yet it is poffible for the India Company to have fecrets, which it would be a very 
great crime for any Britith fubjeét to conceal, 

t It is worthy of note that though the Company hereby make their fervants engage not to quit their 
fettlements without firft difcharging all debts due from them to the natives, yet they now make no 
icruple of fuddenly forcing perfons away to Europe, without troubling themfelves about the juftice 


due to the natives ; becanfe they have nothing to fear from the prefent Nabfbs, in confequence of any 
complaints which thole natives can make. 
LP] c other 
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other valuable efeđs from fuch injured perfons, who, by reafon of the 
great diftance from this kingdom, and the wholcfome laws thereof, and 
by the reafon that the faid Company have not been enabled to obtain and 
render fatisfaion for fuch injuries, have been remedite/s > Therefore it 
is alfo covenanted, between the faid 4. B. and the faid United Corn- 
pany, that in cafe the faid A. B. fhall be accufed of any fuch violences, 
it fhall be lawful for fuch injured perfons to fend over complaints and 
atieftations of fuch mifdemcanors, in writing, to the Court of Diredtors, 
to whom it fhall be lawful to enquire into the truth of fuch complaints, 
by all fuch ways and means as they fhall think guft and equitabie, and 
to judge, determine and award fatisfadion aud reparation for the fame, 
to be made to the faid Company for the benefit of fuch injured perfons, 
by the faid A. B. who agrees faithfully to pay the fums fo awarded, 
And forafinuch as it frequently happens, as is faid, that the fervants 
of the Company, by a combination amongit themfelves, adjuft and 
pais their own accounts with the Company, in order to preclude any 
review, alteration, or conteft of the fame, it is, therefore, further 
agreed, that all and every account of the faid A. B. with the faid 
Company, fo ftated, adjufted, balanced, or figned in the Eaft In- 
dies, fhall at all times be taken and efteemed to be open accounts, 
formed and prepared only for the infpection, correction, or appro- 
bation of the Company, and fhall not in any article bind or conclude 
them. And the faid A. B. covenants alfo, that he will not be con- 
cerned, directly or indirectly, in any fort of commerce from Europe 
to the Eaft Indies, or from the Eaft Indies to Europe, on his own 
account, under penalty of paying double the value of all goods fo 
traded for, of forfeiting all benefits and advantages intended him 
by and from the faid Company, and of ceafing to be their fervant, or 
agent. And, in order to a difcovery of, and a fatisfaćtion for fuch 
illicit trade, the faid A. B. confents, that it fhall be lawful for the 
Company to file any bill or bills of difcovery againft him in the 
Chancery, or Exchequer, to which he will not demur, or plead in 
bar of difcovery, nor alledge any matter whatfoever, whereby to prce- 
vent, or preclude the Company froin the relief fought by fuch bill ; 
and in confideration of the difcovery, or difclofure arifing from a full 
and true anfwer of the faid A. B. the Company agree to be fatisfied 
for the damages, on account of the faid illicit trade, upon receiving 
the fum of fifty pounds for every one hundred pounds of the goods 
fo traded for, in lieu of the beforefaid double value of the fame. And 
laftly, it is provided, that if the faid A. B. continue longer than the 
faid term of years in the fervice of the Company, fuch 

4 < continuance 





a9 
e 
A 
= J \ 
= . : 
i = 5 E . + i 
> = 
e 


ON INDIA AFFAIRS 115 


«© continuance fhall be upon the fame terms and conditions as are f{pe- 
‘s cified in the faid indenture ; fave and except, that if the faid A. B. 
‘s fhall rife to any fuperior ftation, he fhall receive fuch wages as are 
** ufually paid to officers or fervants in the like advanced ftations.” 


To one part of thefe indentures given to A. B. the Company’s Secre- 
tary fets their common feal; and the other part, left with the Company, 
is exccuted in form, under the hand and feal of the young tyro, who 
alfo gives fecurity*in the fum of five hundred pounds for the peform- 
ance of his part of the covenants, and trufts to the honour of the Com- 
pany for the performance of theirs. 

The fame covenants have been ufually entered into by thofe who 
went out in any fuperior ftation, varied only with regard to the period 
of fervitude (if there is any difference therein) a /arger falary, and giving 
fecurity * for a larger fum. 

The indentures or covenants into which it has been ufual for thofe 
to enter who go out under the denomination of FREE MERCHANTS, are 
in fubftance as follows. 


“< That A. B. having upon his own fpecial requeft obtained permif- 
‘s {ion of the Court of Directors of the {faid United Company, to go to 
ii , there to dwell and inhabit, together with free liberty to 
«* wle and exercife any trade and commerce in the way of a merchant, 
‘“ or otherwife, in any commodities whatfoever, to and. from any ports 
“< and places in the faid Eaft Indies, or elfewhere, within the limits of 
‘< the Company’s charter, from the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights 
“ of Magellan, but not to or from any place without the faid limits ; 
‘% it is covenanted and agreed between the faid A. B. and the faid 
< Company, that he the faid A. B. as alfo his wife, if he fhall have 
‘ any, together with fuch children and fervants as have the liberty of 
** the faid Company for that purpofe, fhall, during the time of their 
s refpective abodes in the Eaft Indies, refide and dwell at as 
“ inhabitants thereof; and /ball not remove to or refide in any other 
s< place or part of the Eaf Indies, fave at and thar he A. B. 
“< if be fhall fo long live, foall and will refide and be at one or other of the 
s< faid places for the term of years, before his retu:n to Great Bri- 


* The writer gives fecurity for the performance of his covenants in the fum of — L 500 
Factor — — — eel — —_—_——_————_————— Oo 1ooo 
Junior Merchant — — 
Senior Merchant — — 
Counfellor — — — 
Governor — — — 
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tain, unlefs he fhall obtain liberty to return fooner, by writing from the 
Court of Diredors----and that he will not receive any confignments 
from Great Britain, except only for diamonds and diamond boart, 
or fuch other commodities as fhall be licenfed by the Company, he 
A. B. paying to the Company’s Governor one per cent. upon the 
value of fuch confignments. Ad alfo, that neither he A. B. nor his 
wife, children, or fervants, by his privity, fhall, direétly nor indire&- 
ly, write, or cuufe to be written over to Europe, any thing or matter 
relating to the Company’s trade in India or Europe, except to the Court 
of Dire&ors ; nor be concerned in any trade or merchandize from 
Europe to India, or from India to Europe, other than fuch as be 
licenfed by the faid Company. And alfo, that he A.B. will give a 
faithful account of his trade from port to port to the Company’s Go- 
vernor and Council, at the place where he fhall refide, in order for 


the fame to be entered in a regiftry at the factory. And that he will 


pay all fuch duties and cuftoms as fhall be appointed by the Com- 
pany, or their reprefentatives, at the ports or places where fuch 
trade fhall be carried on; and will be fubject to fuch other regula- 
tions as they fhall think reafonable, for the better government of 
their trade in, to, and from the Eaft Indies. And A. B. further 
agrees, that whenever the Company, or their Court of Dired&ors, fhall 
apprehend his refidence or trade, within the limits aforefaid, to be in- 
convenient to them, and fhall thereupon order him to remove to Great 
Britain, he the faid A. B. fhall and will, within ove year after notice, 
tranfport himfelf, family, and effects to Great Britain, in the fhips 
employed by the faid Company, and no other: which effects fhall be 
returned in diamonds, or diamond boart, or fuch other commodities 
as {hall from time to time be licenfed, or allowed by the Company, 
or elfe in bills of exchange drawn on the faid Court of Directors, 
and not otherwife. And the faid Company do covenant, promife, and 
agree to and with the faid A. B. that upon his obferving and perform- 
ing the covenants and agreements, in the faid indenture exprefJed, faith- 
fully and truly, he the faid A. B. SHALL ENJOY THE COMPANY’S 
PROTECTION WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THEIR CHARTER. And 
the faid A. B. further engages, that he will not trade, correfpond, 
or deal with any perfon or perfons who do or fhall trade within thofe 
limits by or under, or by virtue of, any foreign commiflion, licence, 
or authority whatfoever ; nor with any perfon or perfons with whom 
he fhall be forbid to trade ; nor wil] be aiding, abetting, or aflifting 
towards the carrying on of any illegai, unlicerfed, or clandeftine 
trade whatever, nor wittingly fuffer any damage or interruption to 

s be 
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be done or given to the affairs or commerce of the faid Company ; 
but will do all in his power to make difcovery of, and to prevent, 
the fame. And in cafe the faid A. B. fhall fail in the performance of 
thefe covenants, then by the firft opportunity offering, after orders 
received for that purpofe, he the faid A. B. fhall tranfport himfelf, 
family, and effects to Great Britain, in manner as above-mentioned. 
And in order to a difcovery of, and fatisfaction for, any illicit trade, 
it is agreed (in the fame manner as in the writer’s covenant before 
{pecified) that it {hall be lawful for the Company to file a bill in the 
court of Chancery or Exchequer, the Company agreeing, in confe- 
quence of any difclofure or difcovery arifing from the faid A. Bs 
anfwer to fuch bill, to be fatisfied with fifty pounds for every hun- 
dred pounds value of the goods fo traded for, together with the pro- 
duce of fuch illicit trade.” Thefe indentures are allo executed and 





interchanged in the manner and under the condition already defcribed 
in the cafe of writers. 


Free Mariners, who have been confidered as a clafs of lefs confe- 


quence, have ufually been permitted to go out upon only giving fecurity 
not to become chargeable to the Company. As the bond ufually given 
is but fhort, and will beft explain the nature of their engagements, we 
here fubjoin it at length; viz. 


“ KNow ALL MEN by thefe prefents, that we A. B. C. D. and E. F. 
are jointly and feverally held and firmly bound unto the United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies in the fum 
of FIVE HUNDRED PouNDs of lawful money of Great Britain, to be 
paid unto the faid United Company, or their certain attorney, fuc- 
ceflors, or afligns : to which payment, well and truly to be made, we 
and each of us jointly and feverally bind and oblige ourfelves, our 
heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, firmly by thefe prefents. Sealed 
with our feals. Dated the day of in the year of the 
reign of our Sovereign Lord by the Grace of God, of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and fo 
forth ; and in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred 
ancl 
“* WHEREAs the Couit of Directors of the above-named United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies have, at 
the {pecial requeft and defire of C. D. and E. F. granted leave to the 
faid A. B. to refide in the Eaft Indies, under the protection of the 
{aid United Company, he the faid A. B. giving {ccurity to indemnify 
the faid United Company, and the Governors and Council of their 
‘* fettlements 
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** fettlements and factories in the Eaít Indies, from and againft alf 
‘“ charges and d'{burfements whatfoever, which the faid United Com- 
‘ pany, or their faid Covernors and Council, fhall or may fuftain, or 
“ be put unto, for the fupport or maintenance of the faid A. B. 

< AND WHEKEAs the above bounden C. D. and E. F. at the requett 
of the faid A. B. agreed to become bound for the purpc.ws atore- 
iaid, in manner herein after-mentioned. 

‘< Now THE CONDITION of this obligation is fuch, that if the faid 
«< A.B. C.D. and E.F. or either of them, their or either oftheir heirs, 
** executors, or adminiflrators, do and fhall, from time to tiine, and 
*< at all times hereafter, well and iufficiently defend, fave harmlefs, and 
“< keep indemnified, the faid United Company of Merchants trading to 
s the Eaft lndics, and their fucceflors, and the Governors and Coun- 
‘¢ cils of their feveral fettlements and factories in the Eaft Indies, from 
“ and againit all charges and difburifements whatfoever, which they the 
< faid United Company, or their fucceffors, or their faid Governors 
‘s and Councils, or any of them, fhall or may fuffer, fuftain, or be any 
< ways put unto, for the fupport or maintenance of the faid A. B. 
‘< during his continuance in the Eaft Indies aforefaid, then this obliga- 
«<< tion to be void. But when and fo often as default fhall be made in 
« the premifes, to be and remain in full force and virtue. 


‘ Sealed and delivered (being firft duly ftamped ) 
‘“ in the prefence of 


Until the year 1770, fuch have been the covenants and licences un- 
der which Britifh fubjects have reforted to the Eaft Indies, for the pur- 
pofe of refiding there as merchants or traders. About that time there 
had been many complaints brought home againft the Company, and 
their fervants, for injuries fuftained by perfons in India, in confequence 
of the power aflumed by them of feizing, imprifoning, and fending 
their fellow fubjects to England by force. To thofe oppreflions many 
of the Directors themfelves had been acceflary, by the very injudicious 
orders they had from time to time fent to their fervants in India, and 
they were therefore juftly apprehenfive that fome evil confequence might 
accrue therefrom to themfelves. In order, therefore, in fome meafure 
to fcreen themfelves from the odium and penalties they had reafon to 
dread, it was determined to apply for the farther fanction of the legifla- 
ture for this unconftitutional power; and upon a motion of the Chair- 
man of the Board of Directors, then a Member of the Houfe, on the 26th 
March 1770, it was ordered in Parliament, ** That leave be given to 

« bring 
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« bring in a bill,” (which was at firft fpecioufly) ‘‘ called a bill for com- 
« pelling perfons dirmiffed the fervice of the Eaft India Company, to 
‘© depart from the Eaft Indies; and for better regulating the fervants 
« of the faid Company; and for other purpofes,” of which notice will 
more particularly be taken in our following chapter. 

The Company not fucceeding in obtaining the new powers they aimed 
at by the bill fo introduced, had recourfe to the covenants now before us, 
which they new-modulled, adding thereto fuch claufes as were thought 
neceflary for fupplying the want of thofe powers for which they had in 
vain applied to parliament. 

Inftead of a licence for an unlimited time upon a fimple fecurity- 
bond, not to become chargeable to the Company, the FREE MARI- 
NER’s indentures were allo drawn out in form, whereby he is now li- 
cenfed only for a limited time, which is revocable, and he and his fa- 
mily made liable to be fent home by force at the pleafure of the Com- 
pany, as may be feen more fully in the copy of the faid indenture, in 
the Appendix, N° XXXIV. page 126. 

In the new indentures for the Civrt SERVANTS, all the claufes and 
{tipulations of the old ones, which were favourable to the Company, 
are referved, and the new and additional claufes are in fubftance as 
follows. 


“« That in cafe the faid A. B. fhall make default in any of the cove- 
< nants fpecified, or fhall embezzle any of the Company’s money or 
“<< effects, or be guilty of any breach of truft, or be concerned in buy- 
‘s ing or felling any fire-arms or warlike-ftores to the natives, without 
s licence of the Company ; or fhall, without fuch licence, hold corre- 
< fpondence with any Prince, Nabob, or country power in India, or 
‘< any of their minifters; or fhall fupply, lend, or procure for the 
“ ufe of any foreign Company, or perfons trading under their autho- 
< rity, any money at Refpondentia, or any other fecurity, loan, or 
“* engagement whatioever, that then, in each and every of the faid 
« cafes, it fhall be lawful for the Company or their reprefentatives, 
< upon conviction thereof, to fufpend or wholly difmifs the faid A. B. 
“ from the Company’s fervice, the faid A. B. having firt had notice 
‘ given him of fuch his offence, and a reafonable time allowed him to 
‘ make his defence. And it is farther covenanted and agrecd, that in 
‘ cafe of fuch difmiffion, or in cafe the faid A.B. fhall choofe, during 
“< the continuance of his indentures, to quit or refign the Company’s 
‘ fervice, and fuch refignation fhall be accepted and agreed to by the 
** Company or their reprefentatives, that, in either of the faid cafes of 

‘¢ difmiffion 
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difmiffion or refignation, it fhall not be lawful for the faid A. B. to 
enter into any mew commercial concerns; but neverthelefs he, the 
faid A. B. fliall in either of the {faid cafes have liberty and authority 
to fell his merchandize and effects on hand, and to collect in his out- 
ftanding debts. And the faid A. B. is allo made to engage, that he 
fhall and will, within one year after fuch difmitfion or refignation, 
tranfport himfelf and family to Great Britain in one of the Company’s 
fhips: and in cafe the faid A. B. fhall make default in this laft-men- 
tioned covenant, the faid A. B. doth alfo thereby confent and agree, 
that rminediately after fuch default, 72 /hall be lawful for the faid 
Company, or their reprefentatives, to caufe the faid A. B. to be appre- 
hended and detained, and to put him and his family on board any of the 
Company’s Jhifs, for the pui pafe of being tranfported to Great Britain. 
And further, in cafe of fuch appr ehending, putting on board and 
tranfporting the faid A. B. and his family in manner aforefaid, the 
faid A. B. doth covenant, promife and agree to and with the faid 
Company, that he, the faid A. B. his executors or adminiftrators, 


fhail not, nor will fue or profecute the faid Company or their Court of 


DireGors, or any of their Prefidents or Councils, commanders or officers 
of any Such Ship, or any other perfon employed in any of the matters 
aforefaid, in or by any action, fuit, or other profecution civil or cri- 
minal for the fame; and in cafe any fuch aé¢tion, fuit, cr profecu- 
tion fhall be commenced for any of the matters aforefaid, the faid 
A. B. doth covenant and agree, that the general iffue may be pleaded, 
and that the prefent indentrre or any other [pecial matter may be given 
in evidence by any of the defendants. And it is further and laftly 
provided and agreed, that if the faid A. B. fhall continue in the faid 
Company’s fervice after the expiration of the faid term of 

years, that fuch continuance fhall be upon the fame terms as are in 
the faid indenture before made and agreed upon.”’ 


The claufes added to the FREE MERCHANT’S new indentures are the 


fame as above, with refpeét to the power given the Company to feize 
and tranfport him to England, and his agreeing not to profecute, fave 
and except, that in the Free Merchant’s indentures it is fimply ftipu- 
lated, as before, that whenever the Company or thcir Prefident and 
Council fhall fee caufe for the Free Merchant to leave India, they fhall 
have the faid power as above, of fending him and his family to Great 
Britain, after giving him twelve months notice. 


Exclufive of the before-mentioned indentures or covenants whiich the 


Company’s civil fervants engage in, there is another, reftricting the re- 


ceipt 
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ceipt of prefents in money, jewels, lands, or otherwife, in compliance 
with a refolution of a General Court of Proprietors, for which we beg 
leave to refer the reader to N° XXXV. in the Appendix, page 128. 

Gentlemen in the military fervice of the Company have, till the pre- 
fent new-fafhioned indentures were fettled, been ufed to go out without 
figning any covenants or agreements, as upon arrival in India they be 
come liable to the law martial, agreeably to the act of the 27th of 
George IJ. and the articles of war eftablifleed in confequence thereof; 
fince when they alfo are obliged to enter into covenants. The poor men 
who go out as common foldiers have not yet been deemed of confe- 
quence fufficient to require covenants; for being generally perfons 
from whofe friends the Company have little to fear, they are treated 
with lefs ceremony, and even in this metropolis, to the great fhame of 
the nation, have been, in a moft infamous manner *, fometimes forced 
to go to India whether they would or not. | | 

The new indentures drawn up for the MILITARY GENTLEMEN in 
the faid fervice (as may be feen at large in our Appendix, N° XXXVI. 
page 130) refpect chiefly the receipt of prefents, and the Company’s 
power of fending them home to Great Britain. In cafe any military 
gentleman fhall be difiniffed the fervice, by fentence of a Court-martial 
or by a refolution of the Governor and Council of the fettlement where 
he ferves, or if he fhall otherwife legally quit the faid Company’s fer- 
vice, in any or either of the faid cafes, it is agreed to be lawful for the 
Company, upon ten days notice, after the expiration of fix months from 
fuch difmiffion or refignation, to apprehend, detain, and by force 
tranf{port him to Great Britiin, for which it fhall not be lawful for fuch 
military gentleman or his heirs to fue or profecute ; as is agreed in the 
before-mentioned cafes of the Civil Servants, Free Merchants, and Free 
Mariners. 

It may be remarked, that in the indentures of Writers there are many 
obligations to which they are properly enough bound, and among 
others the following ; ** To refift thofe who do ill, to do none themfelves, 
s< and to inform the Directors of the evil done by others.” Had the 
laft of thefe duties been ferioufly encouraged and attended to for the ge- 
neral advantage, by the late and prefent Directors, without fuffering 
thofe party-connections which have of late diftracted the Company’s 
affairs, to fupprefs thofe acts of their truft which muft have been natu- 








* This alludes to the well-known praétice, which feems to have been imported from India, of 
keeping lock-up houfes for recruiting the forces of the Company; where their miferable fellow-fub- 
jects were kept clofe confined, without communication with their friends, till the Company’s fhips 


were ready, when they were fecretly conveyed on board. 
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rally dictated by reafon and confcience, it is probable immenfe fortunes 
might net have been fo rapidly or frequently made in India; but the 
fituation of the Company’s affairs in Afia would have been far more 
profperous than at prefent, and neither attachments or perfecutions 
would probably have been directed to thofe courfes which we have feen 
them follow. 

There is likewife mention made, both in the old and new covenants, 
That grievous complaints had been made of governors, counfellors, 
and other fervants of the Company having been guilty of evil treating 
and unjuftly imprifoning the natives and black merchants, and by 
violence extorting great fums of money from them, who, by reafon 
of their being at fuch a diftance from this kingdom and the whole- 
fome laws thereof, have been left remedilefs, and the Company had 
not been able to obtain {fatisfaction for them ;” and on this account 
the Company covenant with their fervants, ‘* that it fhall be lawful for 
‘ fuch injured perfons to fend over their complaints and atteftations fo 
the Court of Directors, to whom it fhall be lawful to enquire into the 
truth of {fuch complaints, and to judge, determine and award fatif- 
faction to the injured, by al] fuch ways and means as THEY Shall 
THINK Juft and equitable,” 

This claufe may be faid to contain a direforial confeffion, that the 
miquities it mentions have been long praétifed in India. Yet, notwith- 
ftanding fuch precautions, the public have certainly caufe to think, 
that the evils therein complained of have, of late years, gone on in- 
creafing a thoufand-fold. The infertion of this claufe therefore never 
has been, nor probably ever will be of any avail, either for the pre- 
vention or detection of thofe abufes, though it may be ungenerous to 
fuppofe it was not formerly intended fo to be: notwithftanding we 
have not of late years heard of any rapacious governors or opprcefiors 
being ferioufly called to account för fuch offences. 

It muft therefore be thought for the honour of the Court of Direc- 
tors, who have for fo long a time taken this department of juftice into 
their own hands, to fatisfy the nation what encouragements have been 
really given to the oppreffed and complaining natives of Bengal; more 
efpecially fince the whole inland trade and the revenues have been 
taken entirely under the dire€tion of them and their chief fervants in 
thofe dominions, which we know have been, and {till continue in the 
utmoft diftrefs. But fhould fuch information not be given, the public 


will have reafon to conclude, that fuch claufes are as unmeanin g as they 
unbinding and illegal. 
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But it is a queftion by no means improper to afk, how it became ne- 
ceflary for the agpricved people in India to apply to a felf-erccted court 
of judges in England, for relief by decifions which in their natures 
muit be arbitrary, when there are, or ought to be, courts legally efta- 
biifhed on the fpot fully competent for thofe and all other good pur- 
poles ; to the juftice of which the natives, if they pleafe, are to be per- 
mitted to appeal? The Directors furely have the łeaft pretence of any 
men to object to the courts of India; which, if corrupted, it is their 
duty to get reformed ; but which in fact cannot be corrupted, except 
by or with the connivance of themfelyes or their immediate fub- 
{titutes. 

It is therefore to be feared, upon a due examination into this matter, 
it will be found that the aim of the Directors, by taking upon them- 
{elves the power given by the claufe under confideration, could be no 
other than to add to that dangerous defpotifm in India which they have 
long ago afflumed; and that, while they have at leaft feemed to dif- 
countenance fome enormities that have appeared notorioufly unjufti- 
fiable, they have refolutely been winking very hard at, if not fcreening 
and encouraging the acts of thofe very fervants who have been moft 
fufpected, nay accufed of perfecutions, oppreffions and grofs breaches 
of truit. 

The conditions impofed onthe Free Merchant, merely in confidera 
tion of his licence, and ‘* the enjoyment of THE COMPANY’S PROTEC- 
‘“ TION within the limits of their charter,’? are in many points unrea- 
fonably fevere ; but particularly in his being made to bind himfelf to 
continuance for a {pecified term of years at the place appointed for his 
refidence, however unpromifing of advantage, or even prejudicial it 
may prove to him. There, at all events, according to the covenants, he 
muft remain his time out, unlefs he can obtain a written permiffion for 
quitting it; although he is made to bind himfelf to leave India, with his 
family, on a year’s notice being given him for fo doing, even on no 
better a plea than that his abode there is INCONVENIENT to the Com- 
pany. He likewife binds himfelf to deal with no one with whom he is 
forbid to trade; which is a prohibition, that if made general againft 
any man in India, muft be the moft barbarous as well as moft effectual 
of all means that could be devifed to ruin him. And it is well known, 
that innocent and worthy men have been deftined to ruin by thofe who 
have governed there. 7 

But the truth is, with regard to Free Merchants, that, from the con- 
ditions impofed on them in England, and the great reftraints that have 
been laid on their dealings in India, it is become fuch a privilege and 
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protection as are worth no wife and good man’s foliciting, as from the 
prefent unfortunate condition of moft of thofe now in India, and parti- 
cularly in Bengal, is evident; and will become daily more apparent, 
till the happy eftablifhnient of more falutary regulations fhall take place, 
for the fafety of thofe pofleflions, and to the honour and advantage of 
this kingdom. 

It is likewife to be obferved, that when the licenfed emigrants want 
to remit their fortunes to England, they muft inveft their effects in the 
manner only which the covenants prefcribe, which is by remittances in 
diamonds or diamond boart, or by bills of exchange upon the Conn- 
pany ; both of which are fometimes impoffible, the Governor of Cal- 
cutta engrofling the diamonds, and even the Directors fometimes having 
forbid their Governors and Councils to take money into their treafury 
for bills on them in Europe. 

If therefore the covenants here deferibed be legal, it is evident, that 
every Britifh fubject now emigrating to India is legally expofed to una- 
voidable ruin, at the option of the Directors or their fubftitutes, and 
actually binds himfelf to what is little lefs than downright flavery ; for, 
confidering the whole tenor of thefe covenants, the candidate for Afia 
does in fact agree with the Company, that whenever it is convenient to 
them, they fhall have the privilege of robbing * or depriving him of his 
property, imprifoning him, taking him from his family, and banifhing 
him from one fide of the globe to the other ; to all which he will quietly 
fubmit, and neither he nor his heirs fhall ever profecute the Company, 
or their agents, for any lofs or damages confequent of fuch tranfaétions ! 
But however conformable this may be to the prefent laws of England, 
with refpect to perfons of age; furely, with regard to the Writers and 
Cadets, at the age of fixteen years, it may be juftly faid, that the Di- 
rectors themfelves are guilty of feducing minors, or of impofing upon 
them fuch agreements to laws of their own making as are calculated, at 
a future period, to deprive thcie young perfons of all benefit and pro- 
tection from the very laws of their country. Think, Britons, who 
complain of the rapacities of India, what can be expedcted from thofe 
who are trained up from youth to have no confcience of their own! or 
what muft prove the confequences to countries that are without reftric- 
tive or protecting laws, and that alike without mercy or forbearance 
are governed and plundered! 


* Whatever diftinctions fome men may affect to make, every honeft man will find it difficult, as 
to the confequences of the aét, to diftinguifh between the thief who fteals his property from him, 
and the ruffian who, in fuch a fituation, forces him from his property. | 
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CHA FP. AL 


On the aflumed Rrcur of the East INpra COMPANY to SEIZE 
their FELLOW SusjectTs in INDIA, and fend them by force Pri- 
foners to ENGLAND; on their abufes of PowER in fo doing, and 
on the evil effects thereof. 


HE abfolute prohibitions of Britifh fubjects from going to India, 

except with licence of the Eaft India Company, now itubfifting, 

and even the arbitrary reftrictions and treatment to which thofe are fub- 

jected who obtain fuch licence, are no lefs contrary to the fpirit and 

nature of the Englifh conftitution, than they are violations of the na- 
tural and focial rights of mankind. 

The exclufive right of trade to and from India, if legally to be given 
to any body of merchants, was all that could be granted with any co- 
lour of juftice, even on the appearance of its being exercifed to great 
national utility. But that a fovereign of this kingdom can by any char- 
ter, however confirmed, transfer a power to one part of his fubjects to 
imprifon, banifh and ruin another at their pleafure, either for conve- 
nience or from wanton malice or revenge, muft be as repugnant to the 
juftice and conftitution as it is contrary to the interefts of this country. 

For the right information of the public on fuch interefting matters, 
we will here produce certain cafes thereon, which the Eaft India Direc- 
tors have at different times, for their own information, laid before 
learned council; with the opinions that were returned them by the Ho- 
nourable William Murray, now Lord Mansfield, the Honourable 
Charles Yorke, late Attorney General, John Browning and Charles Sayer 
Efquires. 





CaseE the Fir/fl. 


gand zo William, cap. 44- ‘* Reference being had to the atts of parliament 
eorge = 2I 
7 ditto’ = > ar. . cited in the margin, THE East INDIA Company de- 


ditt - 
? George It, - 14, fire to be advifed, 


QUESTION. ‘** WHETHER they have any, and 
what power, over the fubjects of England in general, 
or over their own fervants in particular, both or either 


of 


126 





a “a 
S s a 
S s T 
it - 6 + i 
Y 5 
co , = 
r * = 
£ 
eda ha: 


CONSIDERATIONS 


of them refiding in the Eaft Indies? WHETHER the 
Company can order {fuch perfons to leave India and 
return to GREAT BRITAIN; and, in cafe cf refufal, 
can the Company forcibly put fuch perfons on board 
their fhips, and bring them to Europe? And, WHE- 
THER the Company can any wife, and how, prohibit 
any Englifh fubject refiding in India from trading 
within the Company’s limits without their licence? 
And in cafe any fuch perfons fhould trade in India 
without fuch licence, have the Company any, and 
what remedy to prevent the fame, or to punifh them 
for fo doing; and in what manner can they do fo, 
and can they withdraw the licence of trading which 
they have already granted to any of their own fer- 
vants or others? And in cafe any fuch perfons fhould 
trade after fuch licence is withdrawn, are they liable 
to any and what penalty, or can the Company order 
them to Europe ?” 


ANSWER by Mr. Murray. “< The Company may 
feize any Britifh fubjects who trade, or are found 
within the Company’s limits in India, without autho- 
rity from the Company ; and bring them over to Eng- 
land to be profecuted. The power the Company has 
over their own fervants feems, to me, not fo much to 
depend upon the acts referred to, as upon the charters 
and bye-laws of the Company. If the licences are 
granted during the pleafure of the Company, or dur- 
ing the perfon’s continuance in their fervice, I think 
they may be withdrawn, and afterwards the perfon 
will be liable to all the penalties for trading without a 
licence, and may be feized and brought over; but if 
the licences are for a time certain, or indefinite, and 
underftood to be as long as the perfon licenfed has a 
mind to trade, I do not fee how the Company can 
withdraw them. 


(Signed) WILLIAM MURRAY.” 








3i1ft January 1756. 





s Sept. roth Wm. III. 

Eaft India Company’s 
charter granted m con- 
fequence of the act of 
9 and ro Wm. III. and 


44. 


By 5Geo.I. c.21. fect. r. 


feét. 2. 


7 Geo. I. c. ax. fect. x. 


feét. 3. 


g Geo. I. c. 26. fect. 6. 


fect. 7. 
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CaseE the Second- 


« And we do by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs 
“ and fucceffors, ftrictly charge, command, and pro- 
‘¢ hibit all the fubjects of us, our heirs and fucceflors, 
“< of what degree or quality foever they be, that none 
< of them, directly or indirectly, vifit, haunt, fre- 
< quent, or trade, trafic, or adventure into or from 
‘© any the faid Eaft Indies, or other the parts afore- 
« faid, contrary to the true meaning of the faid aét, 
«< under the penalties therein contained, and upon 
‘¢ pain of incurring our higheft difpleafure, excepting 
s the faid Company and fuch others as may lawfully 
‘* go and trade to the Eaft Indies and other the parts 
“© aforefaid by virtue of the faid act, or of our royal 
‘* charter orcharters purfuant thereunto, and excepting 
‘¢ their factors, agents, and fervants refpectively, who 
‘© fhall be employed according to the true meaning of 
“* the faid act.” 

Perfons repairing to the Eaft Indies contrary to law 
are punifhable: and 

The Company may arrelt fuch perfons and fend 
them to England. 

If any of his Majefty’s fubjects fhall repair to the 
Faft Indies contrary to law, the Attorney General, or 
Company ay file informations in any of the Courts at 
Weftmintfter againft the offenders; and 

Every fubject-who fhall go to the Eaft Indies con- 
trary to law, fhall be deemed to have traded there. 

If any of his Majefty’s fubjects (other than fuch as 
are lawfully authorized) fhall go to or be found in the 
Eaít Indies, the perfons fo offending are declared to 
be guilty of a high crime and mifdemeanor, and may 
be profecuted in any of the Courts at Weftminfter ; 
and, being convicted, fhall be liable to fuch corporal 
punifhment, imprifonment, or fine, as the Court fhall 
think fit. And 

Perfons fo offending may be feized and brought to 
England: and any juftice may commit them to the 
county-gaol, till fecurity be given to appear in fuch 
Court where a profecution fhall be commenced, and 

2 not. 
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not to depart the kingdom without leave of fuch 
Court. 
8th Jan. 26 Geo. II. His Majefty, upon the furrender of a charter of the 
13th Geo. I. granted to the Eaft India Company cer- 
tain courts of juftice, called the Mayor’s Court, at their fettlements 
of Fort St. George, Bombay, and Fort William at Calcutta, in Bengal, 
for hearing and determining all civil actions and pleas arifing within 
their feveral jurifdictions. 

It happens that feveral perfons, privately and without any licence 
from the Company, have from time to time gone from England to the 
Eaft Indies, and have fixed themfelves at iome of the Company’s {cttle- 
ments, and carry on confiderable trade in the Eaft Indies for their 
own private advantage. 

This the Company has connived at, and permitted fuch perfons to 
remain in the Eaft Indies, fo long as they did not interfere with the 
Company’s trade or affairs. But when they have aded to the Company’ s 
prejudice, the Company have given diredtions to the Governors at their 
feveral fettlements to fend fuch perfous to England. 

The Governors make a difficulty in executing of fuch orders, under 
apprehenfions they may, at their own return to England, be liable to 
actions for damages at the fuit of fuch perfons; and that, in fome cafes, 
it is not in their power to comply with the Company’s orders: and they 
give the following inftances ; viz. 

A perfon is ordered by the Company to be fent to England. This 
perfon is a great trader in the Eaft Indies ; is confiderably indebted to 
feveral perfons at the fettlement where he happens to be refident, and 
has alfo confiderable effects in the hands of his correfpondents in dif- 
ferent parts of India. 

By fuch perfon’s being fent to England, in confequence of the Com- 
pany’s orders, his effects are embezzled, or fold greatly under value, his 
creditors in India lofe their debts, and his effects in the hands of his cor- 
refpondents are in a great meafure loft, and the perfon himfelf ruined. 
And yet, if any of thofe reafons prevail, all the acts of parliament 
made to prevent fubjects going to, or refiding in India without the 
Company’s licence, are rendered ineffectual. 


QUESTION. WHETHER, notwithftanding thefe objections, the 
Company may fafely order perfons to be fent to England, who have 
repaired to and refided in India without their licence ; and will the 
Company’s Governors or Agents in India, by obeying {fuch orders, be 
liable to an action at the fuit of the perfon fent home, if fuch perfon 

fhould 
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fhould make it appear he has thereby fuftained great damage in his 
fortune ?”’ 


ANSWER by Mr. Yorke. ‘*I am of opinion, that if a perfon has re- 
fided for a confiderable time in the Company’s fettlements, traded 
openly, been converfant with their governors, officers and agents, 
and amenable to their courts, fuch perfon will be confidered as having 
had a licence in fubftance, though not in form, by reafon of the notice 
which the Company muft be prefumed to have of his refidence, and 
their acquiefcing without objection. That acquiefcence would be fuf- 
ficient to excufe him from the penalties of the acts of parliament. It 
feems {carce advifeable to exercife the authority of fending home per- 
fons who have gone to India without licence, unlefs it be recently after 
their arrival.” 


ANSWER by Mr. Browning. ** Though the Company have an undoubt- 
ed right of arrefting any of his Majefty’s fubjects who fhall repair to 
India without their licence, I apprehend this power ought to be exer- 
cifed recently upon fuch perfon’s arriving in India, or trading there ; 
and that the Company’s connivance at any fuch perfon’s refiding in 
their fettlements in India and trading there, for any confiderable time, 
will be confidered as a tacit or implied licence fo to do: and the feizing 
of any perion who has been thus permitted to refide and trade in India 
for any confiderable time, by which he muft neceflarily have contracted 
debts in trade, and have effects in the hands of or demands upon other 
traders there, would have the appearance of great hardfhip, and, as l 
apprehend, would fubject he perfon who fhould feize him to actions, 
and raife no {mall clamour again{t the Company.” 


CASE the Third. 


‘< A perfon is ordered to be fent to England who owes money to 
feveral perfons at the fettlement where he is refident, and perhaps is 
unwilling to return. His creditor, either of his cwn accord or by con- 
trivance with fuch perfon, enters an a¢tion in the Mayor’s Court for 
the recovery of his debt, and makes an affidavit, that fuch perfon was 
going to England: upon this an arreft-warrant iffues from the Mayor’s 
Court, and the perfon is apprehended, and either held to bail or 
committed to prifon for want of bail.” 





QUESTION. ‘* What power have the Company in fuch cafe over the 
perfon fo arrefted and held to bail, or committed to prifon, the Com- 
[R] pany’s 
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pany’s Governor and Council having no power or controul over the 
proceedings of the Mayor’s Court, and what is to be done in fuch 
cafe 2” 





ANSWER by Mr. Yorke. ‘* Till the fuit inftituted is at an end, I 
think it would not be prudent for the Company to interpofe. If it 
appeared to be fictitious and colourable, contrived only on purpofe to 
detain the party in India, I am of opinion, that the Company might 
have redrefs in their own courts, upon applying and making the truth 
appear by their proper officer.” 


ANSWER by Mr. Browning. ** The taking a perfon under the circum- 
{tances above-mentioned out of the hands of a court of juftice would, 
in my opinion, be ftill more improper and unjutftifiable.” 


CASE the Fourth. 


‘ All perfons in the Company’s fervice in India are fent to, and con- 
tinue and trade there by the Company’s licence and permiffion, and 
are under particular covenants with the Company, according to their 
feveral ftations. 

Belides the Company’s covenanted fervants, there are feveral perfons, 
who from time to time apply to and obtain the Company’s leave and 
permiffion to go and refide in the Eaft Indies, for the benefit of carry- 
ing on of trade in thofe parts; and thefe perfons are not at all in the 
Company’s fervice, but are called Free Merchants. 

Upon this occafion, certain covenants are entered into between fuch 
Free Merchant and the Company, contsIning the place he fhall refide 
at, and the merchandize he fhall trade in, or rather what commodities 
he fhall not trade in: befides a variety of regulations for his conduc 
and behaviour. And, among other things, every fuch Free Merchant 
covenants, 

‘< ‘That whenever the faid United Company, or their Court of Di- 
rectors, fhall apprehend the faid A. B. his refidence or trade in the faid 
Fatt Indies, or elfewhere within the limits aforefaid, inconvenient to 
them, and fhall thereupon order him the faid A. B. to remove to 
GREAT BRITAIN, he the faid A. B. will, within one year after notice, 
tran{port himfelf, his family and effeéts to Great BRITAIN, in the 
fhips employed by the Court of Direétors aforefaid, and no others ; 
which effects {hall be returned in diamonds or diamond-boart, or fuch 
ether commodities as fhall from time to time be licenfed or allowed by 
the faid Court of Directors, and not otherwife.” 
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¢¢ Tt is doubted whether any of the Company’s covenant-fervants and 
free merchants, under any of the acts of parliament before ftated, are 
liable to be apprehended and fent to England by any orders from the 
Court of Direétors, they being all of them licenfed and permitted to go 
to and refide in the Eaft Indies.” 


QUESTION. ** WHETHER the Company’s fervants and free merchants 
can be ordered to be fent to England; and, if they fhould refufe to 
obey fuch orders, Whether the Company can anywife, and how com- 
pell them to return; and will fuch perfons incur any and what penalties 
for continuing in India, after notice of fuch orders for their return to 
England ?” 


ANSWER by Mr. Yorke. ‘* As to the Company’s fervants and free 
merchants, they are clearly not within the words or intention of the 
aét; being all properly licenfed. The only remedy againft them, if 
they difobey orders, will be for damages on breach of their covenants. 


oth November 1757. CHARLES YORKE.” 


ANSWER by Mr. Browning. ** I apprehend the Company’s fervants or 
free merchants who go to India with licence, cannot be forcibly fent 
to England; but if they are difmiffed from the Company’s fervice, 
(if fervants) and forbid to trade in India any longer, they fhall con- 
tinue to trade, otherwife than by getting in their effects, I think they 
will fubject themfelves to the forfeitures inflicted on unlawful traders by 
the ftatute 9th Wm. Illd 


oth November 1757. JOHN BROWNING.” 





Cast the Fifth. 


‘¢ The Governor and Council at Bengal having, in their letters to 
England, expreffed their doubts with refpect to the powers they have of 
fending to England, perfons who mifbehave themfelves, efpecially mili- 
tary officers, who till very lately figned no contract or agreement with 
the Company, the Court of Directors think it highly effential for the 
intere{t of the Company to have thefe matters afcertained, and to obtain 
farther parliamentary powers, if neceffary. 

Mr. Saver therefore will be pleafed to perufe the papers and former 
opinions of Council herewith laid before him, and to give his opinion, 
touching the powers which the Court of Directors, or the Company’s 

[Raj] prefidencies 
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prefidencies abroad have over the feveral orders of people refiding in 
the Eaft Indies, with refpect to the ordering and fending them home, 
in cale of mifbehaviour or difmiffion from the Company’s fervice, or 
their own voluntary refignations, viz. civil fervants, military officers, 
free merchants, feafaring people and their families, and any other per- 
fons refiding in India, with or without the Company’s licence. And 
Mr. Sayer will alfo be pleafed to confider the powers of the Company 
here, or their prefidencies abroad, with refpeét to their taxing, or af- 
{effing the inhabitants for the neceflary fupport and charges of govern- 
ment: and upon the whole, 


QuesTion. The Court of Directors defire Mr. SAYER’s Opinion 
as to what meafures it will be proper for them to take, and what or- 
ders to give, in the feveral matters abovementioned, to their feveral 
prefidencies ?” 


ANsweErR. ‘I don’t find inthe agreements entered into between the 
Company and their civil fervants, military officers, and feafaring per- 
fons any covenants on the part of fuch perfons, which oblige them to 
leave India and return home, though ordered by the Company fo to 
do (be their continuance ever fo dangerous to the Company’s affairs) ex- 
cepting their agreements with the free merchant, who covenants, that 
upon being ordered by the Company to leave India, he will, within a 
year after fuch notice, tranfport himfelf, family and effeéts to Great 
Britain. Had fuch a covenant been entered into by the civil, military, 
or feafaring perfons, and they had refufed to return to England after 
proper notice had been given them foto do [I fhould have had but little 
{cruple in adviftng the Company to bring them home forcibly, though 
they are not ftriétly within the defcription of thofe offenders, who may 
lawfully be brought from India by force. But it is fo fully within the 
intention of the many acts of parliament for fecuring an exclufive trade to 
the Company, that no Britith fubje&t fhall be in India, without the Com- 
pany’s confent, that I think, a perfon brought from thence by force, 
who had covenanted to leave India upon notice, and refufed fo to do, 
would, upon an action brought for fuch force, recover damages foo 
trivial for the Company to regard. 

As the Company’s ftipulations with their civil and military fervants 
are fo very defective, application fhould be made to parliament for a 
claufe to be inferted in an aét, that all their civil fervants, or military 
officers, who have been difmiffed from, or left the Company’s fervice, 
and all thofe whofe agreements with the Company for refidence in 
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India are expired and at an end, and fhall refufe to leave India, in order 
to return to Great Britain, after three months notice given to fuch who 
are military officers and feafaring perfons, and twelve month’s notice 
to fuch who are civil fervants, and free merchants, fhall be fubject and 
liable to all the penalties and forfeitures contained in the feveral acts 
of parliament for fecuring the exclufive trade to the Company, againft 
Britifh fiubjects, who trade, or are found within the Company’s limits 
in India, without their licence or authority; fuch a claufe, in my opi- 
nion, may be eafily obtained from parliament, almoft without debate, as 
the penalties have already been approved of by parliament, and the per- 
fons wanted to be included therein being fully within the defcription of 
trading, or being found in India without the Company’s licence. 


tath Oct. 1767 CHARLES SAYER.” 





Such were the opinions of the great lawyers to whom the Eaft In- 
dia Company applied, upon the right in queftion: and the learned 
gentleman whofe opinion is laft, not only feems to encourage his clients 
to the practice of imprifoning and traniporting, becaufe the damages 
that would in certain cafes be recovered by the injured, would be too 
trivial to be minded, but alio feems to have thought, that the Company 
would readily obtain any powers for practifing this fpecies of tyranny, 
by only afking them of parliament. Encouraged therefore by this 
opinion, and alio infitigated by the private motives mentioned in our 
laft chapter, the Court of Directors, by their Chairman, then a member 
of the houfe, in Mareh 1770, attempted in parliament to obtain the 
paffing of the bill already mentioned, which under the fpecious title of a 
‘“ Bill for compelling perfons difmifled the fervice of the Eaft India Com- 
‘ pany, to depart from the Eat Indies, and for better regulating the 
‘“ fervants of the faid Company,” was artfully contrived to extend the 
powers of the Company by the formal f{an¢tion of the prefent parliament: 
for this bill, in its original form, did not alone refpeét perfons difmiffed 
the fervice, as would appear from the title, but extended indifcriminately 
to all Britifh fubjects, who were thereby to have been made liable to be 
fent from India to England by force, at the option of the Company, or 
their Governors and Councils; if feafaring or military officers, upon 
only fix, and if Company’s fervants, or free merchants, upon twelve 
months notice. 
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A public fpirited gentleman * who, having for many years refided in 
Bengal, as a free merchant and in the Company’s military fervice, was 
well acquainted with the evils confequent of the too great powers al- 
ready exercifed by the Company, and who might himfelf allo be ma- 
terially affected by the intended bill, prefented a petition to the Ho- 
nourable Houfe of Commons, reprefenting that fuch part of the bill 
in queftion as ref{pected the authorizing of the Company to fend to 
England any of his Majefty’s fubjects from the Britifh fettlements in the 
Eaft Indies without their own content, or otherwife than by due courfe 
of law, was, as he humbly conceived, contrary to juftice and the funda- 
mental principles of the conftitution : and praying to be heard at the 
bar of the houte, by himfelf or his council, againft fuch part of the 
faid bill. | : 

Counfel was accordingly retained, and prepared to be heard before 
the houfe, and the tollowing reafons againft the exceptionable parts of 
the bill were printed off, and diftributed among the members of par- 
liament, viz. 

ft. ‘* Becaufe by this bill the Company will be impowered to inflié, 
upon Britifh fubjects, the moft fevere of all punifhments, except death, 
viz. imprifonment, banifhment, and total deprivation of property, not 
only without any legal procefs, but even without accufation of any 
crime; a power which is conceived to be inequitable and oppreflive in the 
higheft degree, and fuch as is feldom exercifed even under the moft 
abfolute and arbitrary governments in the world. 

2dly. Becaufe, under colour of this power, the Governor and Council 
of any fettlement in India, upon the moft capricious and caufelefs diflike 
taken again{t any Britifh fubject there, or on a rivalfhip in trade with 
any of the members of the Council, may fuddenly, and irretrievably, 
effect his total ruin, though fuch perfon fhould never have been con- 
cerned in any trade, or other matters, that interfered with the real in- 
terefts of the Company, in any manner whatever. 

3dly. Becaufe there is not any juft pretence for granting any fuch 
injurious or unconf{titutional power to the Company; they having by 
laws and inftitutions already eftablifhed, and now in force, a fufficient 
remedy againft any encroachments upon the privileges of their charter 
to the injury of their interefts. 

q4thly. Becaufe if it is even pretended, that there are any mifde- 
meanours which the Company is not empowered to punifh, by any ftatute 











The gentleman to whom the public are indebted for this commendable conduct was Archibald 
Keir, Efquire. 
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now exifting, which may render the refidence of any Britifh fubject in 
India dangerous, or prejudicial to their intereft, they may eafily be pre- 
vented by the covenants entered into with the Company, or fpecified 
by the Directors, and provided againft by the wifdom of parliament, 
in a regular, legal, and conftitutional manner, by {ome judicial trial on 
the {pot, in order to intitle the Company to the exercife of fuch powers. 

sthly. Becaufe Britifh fubjects, going out and fettling in the Eaft 
Indies with the licence of the Company, carry with them the rights 
and privileges not only of men, but of the Britifh conftitution, which, 
it is apprehended, cannot be furrendered to any company of merchants, 
fo as to render their freedom and property dependent----not upon ge- 
neral principles of juftice and equity----not upon the known laws of 
their country----but upon the arbitrary and capricious will of fuch mer- 
chants or their fervants. 

6thly. Becaufe the granting fuch powers to the Company would be 
contrary not only to the general laws and conftitution of Great Britain, 
but repugnant to thofe particular ftatutes or acts of parliament now in 
force with regard to the Company; which feveral acts, refpecting the 
power of fending perfonsto England, relate only to perfons going out 
to India without the licence of the Company ; and the preambles of the 
{aid acts plainly fhowing it was the view of the legiflature to give en- 
couragement for perfons to go out, and refide and fettle at the Com- 
pany’s feveral fettlements. 

ythly. Becaufe the Mayor and Aldermen, or Judges of the King’s 
Court of Record, in which all matters of property are determined, called 
the Mayor’s Court, as well as the juries on all criminal matters at the 
quarterly courts of feflion of Oyer and Terminer, confift of free mer- 
chants, free mariners, and Company’s fervants ; and if this bill fhould 
pais into a law, all the members of the faid courts and juries would be 
reduced to ío abfolute and fervile a dependance upon the Company, 
that the will cf their Governors and Councils alone would influence or 
direct their decifion, to the total fubverfion of all equity and juftice ; 
which, it is prefumed, cannot be intended by the legiflature. 

Sthly. Becaufe this bill, if paffed into a law, would operate as an aét 
ex poft fado, reipecting thofe who have already gone to India under the 
former powers which the Company poffefled ; and alfo as to thofe who 
have become fettled inhabitants of the different prefidencies in India, 
and who may have launched largely into trade, and other branches of 
lawful and ufeful occupations, under the aflurance that the general pro- 
tection of Great Britain was fecured to them by the King’s courts, without 
their being liable to be fent out of the country upon twelve months or fix 
months 
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months notice ; notwithftanding they may have numerous fuits, claims, 
or demands, for themfelves or others, againft the Eaft India Company, 
or againft the very men who are left to be the fole judges when thofe 
arbitrary orders are to be put in execution ; which muit ruin credit by 
deftroying all fecurity. 

othly. Becaufe this part of the bill is calculated merely to favour the 
oppreflive and felfifh monopolies in the trade of the country, which 
have prevailed there of late years, to the great detriment of the true in- 
tereft of the Eaft India Company as well as of the nation in general ; 
for the promoters of this bill are defied to fhew any one inftance, where 
the refidence of a free merchant, free mariner, or Company’s fervant, 
in the Eaft India Company’s fettlements, can be of the leaft detriment 
to the iaid Company; on the contrary, the principles upon which the 
different charters have been granted, and the acts of parliament con- 
firming them, invite European inhabitants from all parts of the globe ; 
and this bill would leave foreigners under more favourable circum- 
{tances than his Majefty’s fubjects, fince it is admitted, by act 5 Geo. I. 
cap. 21. that fuch perfons, not fubjects of his Majefty, cannot be re- 
moved from the fettlements, while they demean themfelves agreeably 
to the laws of the community, which is all that his Majefty’s fubjects are 
now contending for. 

1rothly. Becaufe the motives upon which the act of the 5th Geo. I. cap. 
21. was pafled, and alfo the motives upon which the act of the 7th of Geo. 
I. cap. 21. was paffed, and upon which motives the prefent bill ought to 
be regulated, are artfully fupprefled, and the reader is made to believe 
that thefe laws are actually enacted with a view to enable the Company 
to fend Britifh fubjeéts out of India who were only carrying on the 
trade from port to port, or place to place, IN that country; whereas 
the legiflature never had any fuch intention, which (as has been faid 
before) would have been contrary to the firft principles of the eftablifh- 
ments. But the whole view of the legiflature was to prevent Britifh 
fubjects from trading ro AND FROM the Eaft Indies, or acting under 
foreign commiflions, as a recital of part of the faid act will fufficiently 
fhew *, and a view of the whole a&t will demonftrate. 

11thly. Becaufe the great numbers of his Majefty’s fubjects in the 


Eiaft Indies rather merit the attention of the legiflature, to reftrain the 
tyranny 


* « And it is alfo provided by the fame aét, and by fubfequent laws, that all goods, wares, mer- 
chandizes, and commodities, to be laden upon any fhip or fhips bound from the Eaft Indies, or parts 
within the limits aforefaid, fhould be brought, without breaking bulk, to fome port of Great Bri- 
tain, and there be unladen, and put on land: notwithftanding which juft and reafonable provifions 


and reftrictions, feveral of his Majefty’s fubjccts, not entitled under the faid act of parliament, have 
prefumed 
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tyranny and oppreffions which have been exercifed of late by the fu- 
perior fervants of the Eaft India Company, in order to create mono- 
polies, than to allow thofe fervants any new extenfion of powers re- 
pugnant to the conftitution, with a view to promote thofe deftructive 
meafures, whereby many thoufands of Britifh fubjects muft be expofed 
to ruin, and rendered fervilely dependent upon the Governor and 
Council. 

12thly. Becaufe, by the Charter of Juftice of the 26 Geo. II. it is 
there recited, that the conduét heretofore purfued had very much encou- 
raged not only our own fubjeds, but likewife the fubjects of other Princes, 
and the natives of the adjacent countries, to refort to and fettle in the 
feveral towns of Madrafs, Calcutta, and Bombay, and other forts and 
factories, for the better and more convenient carrying on of trade, by 






prefumed to trade into, and vifit the faid Eaft Indies, and other the places aforefaid, in foreign and 
other fhips, intending there to load goods, and bring them into Europe, and land them in a. S 
parts out of his Majefty’s dominions, to the great prejudice of the trade of this kingdom, and the di- 
rainution of his Majelty’s cuftoms, and other duties. All which practices being confidered, his Royal 
Highnefs George Prince of Wales, then guardian of the realm of Great Britain, and his Majefty’s Lieu- 
tenant within the fame, was pleafed, on the eighteenth day of Oétober, which was in the year of our 
Lord one thoufand {even hundred and fixteen, to ifue forth a proclamation (amongft other things) 
{iictly charging and commanding all his Majefty’s fubjeéts not to ferve on board any foreign, or 
other fhips, with foreign commiffions and colours, bound to or from the Eaft Indies, or any of the 
parts aforefa or directly or indireétly to vifit, haunt, frequent, trade, traffic, or adventure into 
or from the faid Eaft Indies, or other the parts before-mentioned, contrary to law. But notwith- 
ftanding the prohibitions contained in the faid aéts of parliament and proclamation, and in defiance of 
the fame, feveral evil difpofed perfons have gone on to procure and obtain feveral foreign commiffions 
and paffes, and under colour thereof, or otherwife, have fitted out and manned feveral Englifh, and 
other fhips or veflels, and have failed with, or fent out the fame, to trade and traffic in the Eaft In- 
dies, or other the parts aforefaid. Now, to the intent that fuch collufive, fraudulent, and illegal 
trade and practices may be prevented, and that fo confiderable and beneficial a branch of trade may 
be fecured to this kingdom, be it enaéted and declared, by the King’s moft Excellent Majeity, 
by and with the advice and confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons in parlia- 
ment affembled, and by the authority of the fame, that if any of his Majefty’s fubjcéts thall, from 
and after the twentieth day of February, in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and 
eighteen, fail, go, or repair to, or be in the Eaft Indies, or parts afore-mentioned, or any of them, 
contrary to the laws now in being, or contrary to thé tenor of this aét, every fuch perfon or perfons fo 
offending fhall be liable to fuch punifament as by any law or Jaws now in being may be inflicted for 
{fuch offence. 

And to the intent that fuch offender and offenders may be brought to juftice, it is hereby enagted, 
that it fhall and may be lawful, to and for the United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the Kaft Indies, and their fucceffors, to take, arreft, and feize, or caufe to be taken, arrefted, or 
feized, {uch perfon or perfons, being a fubje&t or fubjeéts of his Majefty, his heirs or fucceffors, at 
any place or places, or where he or they fhall be found within the limits or places aforefaid, and 
the perlon or perfons fo tahen, arrefled, and feized, to fend and remit to England, there to anfwer 
for the offence aforefaid according to due courfe of law. 

And it is hereby further enaéted, by the authority aforefaid, that all and every perfon or perfons, 
who from and after the fifth day of February, one thoufand {even hundred and cightecn, fhall pro- 
cnre, folicit for, obtain, or 2& under any commiffion, authority, or pafs from any foreign prince, 
ftate, or potentate whatfoever, to fail, or go, or trade in or to the Eaft Indies, or any the parts afore- 


faid, every fuch perfon or perfons fo offending herein fhall incur and forfeit for every fuch offence the 
fur of five hundred poands.” 
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which means feveral of the faid towns, factories, and places were be- 
come very populous, &c. &c. Which fufficiently fhews, that the ac- 
quiring of inhabitants, and carrying on the trade of the country, were 
principal motives for the different eftablifhments. And whereas by the 
faid charter, ‘* the Aldermen, or Judges of the Mayor’s Court, are to 
** continue in their refpective offices of Aldermen for and during the 
‘ term of their natural lives, unlefs their faid places fhall be voided, 
** or themfelves removed, in fuch manner as is therein after men- 
“ tioned.” Therefore, if this bill fhould pafs into a law, all thofe wife 
and judicious inftitutions of our anceftors, to colleét inhabitants, and 
to maintain the purity of the courts of juftice would be defeated ; and 
thofe courts of juftice, when deprived of their independence, could 
only remain the engines of oppreffion.”’ 

Every thing was thus prepared to bring this important matter to a 
full difcuffion before the Houfe of Commons, in the courfe of which 
many of the enormities committed in India in confeguence of the Com- 
pany’s abufe of this unconftitutional power of fuddenly feizing, impri- 
foning and tranfporting their fellow-fubjeéts, would naturally have be- 
come the object of confideration to the Houfe ; but the promoters of the 
bill, conicious of the badnefs of their caufe, and dreading the confe- 
quences of fuch a difcuffion, took the more prudent part of a reeing to 
withdraw all the exceptionable claufes and amend their bill, which, 
after being purged by the committee to whom it was referred, at laft 
produced the aét of the roth of his prefent Majefcy, intituled, ** An aét 
** for better regulating perfons employed in the fervice of the Eaft India 
“ Company, and for other purpofes therein mentioned,” in its prefent 
form, wherein there is not one word mentioned about the feizing perfons 
in India, and forcibly fending them to England. However by the ex- 
punging of thofe parts of the bill which were excepted to, re{pecting the 
extenfion required of thofe pernicious powers, a difcuffion was evaded 
which might have led to the relieving of Britith fubjeéts from the diffi- 
culties under which they. now labour from illegal imprifonments in In- 
dia; left as they are to fhift for themfelves in combating laws of ambi- 
guous and contradictory natures againft a powerful and opulent Com- 
pany, under this farther difadvantage, that damages, when obtained, 
will be ** too trivial for the Company to mind,” and of courfe too trivial 
to prevent any wanton breach of the laws, or to prove an adequate fa- 
tisfaction for injuries fo fuffered. 

Various have been the abufes practifed by the Eaft India Company 
and their fubfticutes in Bengal, in confequence of this pretended right 
of feizing and forcibly fending fubjects out of India, by fuch aéts of 
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violence and outrage committed in the Britifh fettlements, within the 
diftriéts of the charter, as ought to kindle indignation in the hearts of 
every well-wifher to this country and the human race, and draw on 
thofe who have been guilty of them the utmott vengeance of the laws. 
As no general defcription can convey an idea of the cruelty of {fuch acts 
of oppreffion and inhumanity equal to that which muft be conceived 
from the fimple recital of facts, we beg leave to refer the reader to the 
following cafes in the Appendix, viz. N° XXX. the Cafes of Benjamin 
Wilding and John Petrie, Efquires, page 81 ; N° XXXI. the Cafes of 
Mr. Vernon Duffield and Mr. Francis Robertfon, page 97; N° XXXII. 
the Cafes of Mr. James Nicol and Mr. Thomas Davie, page 111; and 
N° XXXIII. the Cafe of John Nevill Parker, Efquire, with Sir Fletcher 
Norton’s opinion thereon, page 121. In which cafes will be found 
inftances of every fpecies of abufe and perverfion of juftice ; of illegal 
imprifonments, barbarous a¢ts of violence and ruinous tran{portations ; 
of lawyers, juftices and judges refufing, or evading the difcharge of 
their re{pective duties in the moft preffling exigencies, and on the moft 
important matters; fuch as when Britifh fubjects were befieged, or bar- 
ricadoed up in their own houfes, deprived of light, of food, and even 
obliged to live amidft their own excrement ; cruelties that hitherto ftand 
perhaps unparalleled in the records of nations, on fuch pretences as 
were urged for them in India; and fuch as according to the conftitu- 
tional laws and cuftoms of this country, no offences or crimes in the 
parties, if any fuch had been proved, could poflibly have authorized 
being practifed. 

After perufing the cafes referred to, and having attentively con- 
fidered the reafons publifhed againft the before-mentioned bill, brought 
into parliament for a confirmation and extenfion of a power fo very 
dangerous and unconttitutional, the reader will be enabled to form a 
toierable idea of the policy and purfuits of the Eaft India Company, and 
thofe who have acted forthem. Many other grievances that have been 
lately fuffered in India, equally oppreffive with thofe we have taken no 
tice of, might be inftanced. ‘They are however all comprehended in 
thofe two effential points, the lofs of liberty and the lofs of property ; 
and the cafes already adduced will be fufficient to convince every juft 
man, that it can never be fafe in any community to leave rulers unre- 
{trained by determinate laws, to act as their own conveniences or in- 
clinations may direét. The wifdom of the legiflature has guarded the 
fubject againft this kind of power in every part of the Britifh domi- 
nions, except the Eaft Indies. 
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The effects in India of fudden tranfportation, with refpećt to the 
deftroying of credit and all private fecurity, muft appear evident, and 
indeed have been feverely felt by the generality of Britifh fubjects 
fince thofe tyrannies have been practifed in Bengal; for it is well 
known, that any young writer in the Company’s fervice will now find 
it more difficult to borrow five hundred rupees from a Black merchant, 
than fix years ago he would have five thoufand. 

When perfons quit India, it has been ufual for them to leave a con- 
fiderable part of their property behind them. But while fuch is the 
practice, or the aflumed power of the Company, or their Governor 
and Council, in whofe hands can any man truft his property, where 
every one is in the fame predicament, of being liable to be fent away, 
whenever the doing it may appear convenient either to the Company 
or their Governor and Council, who make themfelves abfolute arbiters 
of the expediency of fuch aéts? Or who will buy either houfes, goods, 
or fhips, of obnoxious or perfecuted people, who muft of neceffity fell 
them in a fhort time, efpecially when it may eafily, and moft probably 
will be hinted to them, that if they do fo, they themfelves fhall foon 
follow? But on fuch an event, what muft become of the debts due to 
exiles, or of the fuits at law in which they may be engaged, either for 
themfelves or others ? Thefe it muft be fuppofed, or the greater part of 
them, will be inevitably loft; for who would be in a hurry to pay or 
fettle accounts with fuch devoted people, when their not doing it would 
infure them favour; and where the very AJuernien of the Mayor’s 
Court, the creatures, nay perhaps the determined tools of a Governor 
and Council, are the only perfons to compel payment, efpecially when 
it is known fuch perfons have only a few months to remain in India? 
Many mercantile adventures, in which merchants eftablifhed in India 
are often engaged, cannot be concluded within the fpace of two years, 
as is well known to thofe who have refided and traded there. Should 
fuch traders be fent fuddenly away, who would there be to liquidate 
matters properly on the returns of veflels? In any or all of thefe cafes, 
the Governor himfelf, or he and fome of his chief counfellors, might 
become the purchafers of all the houfes, fhips, goods, or merchandize 
in the fettlement ; which would be no {mall //roke in trade, and of a 
piece with many fuch /frokes as have been often known to be firuck su c- 
CESSFULLY under arbitrary or defpotic governments. 

We know the aflumed powers given by royal patents have been often 
pronounced illegal, and of courfe invalid, by the courts in Weilminfter 
Hall ; fo likewife the exclufive right of trade, from the Cape of Good 
Hope 
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Hope eaftward to the Streights of Magellan, as granted by King William 
to the India Company, and approved by parliament, was almoft im- 
mediately fet at nought by a felf-erected, unchartered company of ad- 
venturers, who traded direétly to India, in defiance of the king, mi- 
niftry and parliament, after an hundred and feven thoufand pounds 
had been expended to obtain and fecure, as was imagined, that exclu- 
five privilege. Nay, that very government-defying company, for the 
fake of a public loan, obtained, fome years afterwards, an act of par- 
liament to authorize the fame King William to grant them alfo a charter 
for trading to the Eaft Indies; which was accordingly done, though the 
former exclufive charter continued apparently in force, for the pof- 
feffors of it were ftill profecuting their trade. The two companies 
were afterwards united, by an act of the 6th of Queen Anne; when 
they had jointly the exclufive right of trade given them, as ufual, from 
the Cape of Good Hope eaftward to the Streights of Magellan. 

It is true, that in the fixth year of the reign of Queen Anne, govern- 
ment had been exprefly empowered by parliament to grant a new char- 
ter to the two Eaft India Companies, with an exclufive right of trade 
to the extreme * extent already mentioned, in confideration of a loan 
which they were to fupply. But all the Eaft India Company’s claims 
of exclufive right of trade to the moft fouthern parts of America, as 
well as to many other countries within their abfurd boundaries, to which 
they never yet have traded, nor probably ever will, were effectually 
invalidated on the eftablifhment of the South Sea Company, three years 


* By the tract, or line marked for exclufive commerce granted to the Eaft India Company, from 
the Cape of Good Hope eaftwards to the Streights of Magellan, the countries included muft natu- 
rally have been fuppofed to be, the Coaft of Africa, beyond the Cape; thofe of the Red Sea; the 
Gulph of Perfia; ali India, China, Japan, and round by the South Seas to thofe Streights: or, in 
other words, that the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan were to. be the two mari- 
time doors to India, which no Englith trading fhips were ever to pafs but thofe of the Company, 
under the penalties of feizure of perfons, confifcation, and other fevere damages. 

But in the ninth year of the fame reign (1710) the miniftry having near ten millions of intreafed 
national debts, which they found themfelves neceffitated to fund, as an expedient for that purpofe, 
they obtained power from the parliament to eftablifh the South Sca Company; with an exclufive 
right of trade from the river Oronoko, round Tierra del Fuego, or the land of Cape Horn, through 
the South Seas, to the northernmolt parts of America. ‘They were however prohibited from trading 
to Brazil and Surinam, becaufe the former belonged to the Portugueze and the latter to the Dutch, 
who being then refpectively the good allies of this nation, trade with their American colonies was 
left open to all Britifh fubjeéts. But the Spanifh ports, or any others within thofe extenfive bounda- 
ries, were only to be traded to by the South Sea Company, becaufe England was at war with the 
Sovereign then on the Spanifh throne: althongh the Company could not at that time carry on any 
trade with thofe countries. 

Such were the baits ufed for catching gudgeons; who accordingly fubforibed locked-up-debts towards 
a Trading-ftock, for profecating commerce where it could not be carried on; and which even with 
the aid of the dfrento Contraé, after peace became eftablifhed, was never farther purfued than to {well 
that Stock into a Bubble, which ten years afterwards burft into widely-fpreading ruins. 


afterwards: 
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afterwards: as by the exclufive rights of trade given to the latter, the 
Eaft India Company was precluded the navigation of the South Seas; 
the prefcriptive line of their exclufive right being then turned the other 
way from the Cape of Good Hope, through feas without land. Nor 
indeed could the Eaft India Company’s fhips go cither way from that 
Promontory to thofe Streights without breaking the boundary-lines for 
exclufive navigation granted to the new erccted Company. 
Moft, if not all the Charters which had been granted before that of 
the roth of King William, were to Companies of Merchants trading 
into India. That of the Second Company, then eftablifhed by that Mo- 
narch, was a fhameful grant, becaule his Firft Company was then exift- 
ing with a fole exclufive right, as far as he could grant it; and on the 
plea of a loan, for which he granted the Second, he might as well have 
granted twenty more: for had his firft exclufive charter been conftitu- 
tional, the laws muft have given it a permanent force. However, his 
fecond charter was granted to a Company of Merchants trading fo India, 
by way of evafive diftinétion. But in the charter of the 6th of Queen 
Anne, for uniting the two Companies, they were feparately mentioned, 
as the Merchants of London trading tnTo the Eaft Indies, and the Englifh 
Company trading to the Eaft Indies; with exprefs refervation of the 
fovereign rights and power over all forts, places, plantations; and fet- 
tlements, in which the laws of England were to prevail; and with a 
regulated coinage. By this charter was given to this United,Company 
the exclufive right to trade to and from the Eaft Indies; and when their 
exclufive right was further prolonged, they were thenceforward called 
The United Company of Merchants of England trading to thè Eaft Indies, but 
without the word ix: and therefore internal trade could not fairly be 
implied forIndia, any more than for England. It was not till the reign of 
George the Firft that fuch an extenfion of exclufive right was exprefled ; 
when other fubjects were, by acts of parliament, exprefly prohibited 
trade, traffic and adventure in, to and from the Eafi Indies. Perhaps 
the Company firft obtained the infertion of a comma that formed two 
words out of one, by artifice, and fo made the grant in the old idiom, 
of into and from, better ferve their purpofe by the new reading then 
firft given them, of in, to and from; for the inferences natural to be 
drawn from a Britifh grant of exclufive right to trade IN India, are too 
abfurd to admit everi a fuppofition that the legiflature really meant it 
for all the interior parts of India; or even for all trade within the im- 
mediate jurifdiction of the Company’s own fettlements. 

While the Eaft India Company continued entirely commercial, and 
had but a few acres of land affigned them, on which they were permit-_ 
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ted to eftablifh factories, only for the convenient carrying on of their 
import and export trade, which was all that, as merchants, they could 








have occafion for, the Indian Princes keeping to themfelves the regu- 
lating and managing of government and all internal traffic ; in fuch a 
fituation of things, had an Englifhman gone out in a foreign fhip, to 
a foreign fettlement in India, and from thence paffed into the inland 
territories of airy Prince of the country, there to carry on trade which 
did not interfere in any fhape with the dealings of the Company, or 
thofe of any of their European rivals ; never intruding on the Com- 
pany’s lands or fettlements, and without ever doing them any kind of 
injury whatfoever ; but proceeding innocently and honeftly in the ac- 
quifition of a fortune, on the view of returning with it to his native 
country, it is fubmitted to the opinion of every able and upright lawyer, 
Whether fuch a man was really tranfgrefling the laws of his country ? 
Or if any agents of the Company fhould find means to get him into 
their hands, Whether they would have a conftitutional right to harrafs, 
confine, and forcibly fend him a prifoner to England? Or whether by 
fo doing they ought not to be made anfwerable, by juftice in England, 
alike for all injuries in fortune as well as perfonal fufferings that were 
ío occafioned by them? 

The Company and their fervants in India, however, pretend they 
have a right fo to act. It was on this fuppofition at leaft, that they 
feized on the perfons of Mr. James Nicol and Mr. Thomas Davie in the 
dominions of Sujah al Dowlah; though on the fame principle they might 
as well purfue, as lawful prey, any Britifh fubjeét who was only tra- 
velling for the fake of curiofity, or of {fcience, even from the bottom 
of the Bay of Bengal to the borders of Ruffia, if they could extend their 
pernicious influence fo far; fince their limits are not bounded by any 
line northward. Neverthelefs, every man muft have the natural right 
of going where he pleafes, to difpofe of his own lawful property, and 
to extend his trade wherever hc can gain admittance, efpecially as by 
the Englifh laws, particularly the Statute of the 19th of Henry the VIIth, 
Englifh Merchants in any nation in amity are acknowlcdged to be fub- 
ject to the laws of that country where they refide, and confequently 
ought to be under the proteétion of the laws of fuch countries, in the 
fame manncr as the fubjects of any other country, when refident in 
Great Britain, muft be fubject to and are proteéted by the Britifh 
laws. 

It may be alledged, on the part of the Company, that no Free Mer- 
chant, Free Mariner, or Company’s Servant can trade in India, but 
in confequence of a licence obtained from them for a certain time: 
and 
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and that a licence accepted for a limited time, implies a power in the 
granter to refufe a renewal of it for any farther time, under which 
known conditions every one goes out to fettle there ; and therefore, 
after having folicited and accepted the firft grant as a bencfit, no per- 
fon can have reaion complain, at the expiration of the time limited, 
if a fecond fhouid be refufed him. 

To which it may bc aníwered, not difputing here what the conftitu- 
tional rights of Englifhmen formerly were, or now are, within or with- 
out the immediate fettlements of the Company, that there is always fup- 
pofed to be a mutual convenience, or advantage in all fuch engage- 
ments, and that honour fhould ever regulate either party in their con- 
duct. With refpect to Free Mariners, or Free Merchants, that mutual 
convenience muít be fuppofed to laft fo long as new licences continue to 
be granted: and therefore, if the poffeflor of an expired one has not 
done any injury to the Company, or been guilty of any crime, not to 
fuffer his continuance in a ftation that had been hazardous and expen- 
five for him to get into, is a moft unjuft, arbitrary and wicked exer- 
cife of power. Should it be faid, that the Free Merchant’s indentures 
{tipulate, that he fhall leave India whenever his itay there fhall become 
inconvenient to the Company, it may be anfwered, that the fame in- 
denture, more in the fpirit of the conftitution, and agreeably to the true 
interefts of the Company, oblige him to remain in India for the fpace 
of five years; which does not at all imply that his time is out then, if 
he fhould choofe to remain longer, and demean himfelf with obedience 
to all lawful orders and regulations prefcribed by the Company. ‘That 
claufe in the contract whereby thc Company make him bargain with 
them, that they fhall have power to feize him and fend him by force a 
prifoner to England upon twelve months notice, whenever they deem 
his {tay inconvenient only, is in its nature abfurd and ridiculous, as 
well as illegal; for it makes him bargain to give away his natural 
rights, which it is conceived a man can no more do by law, than he 
can bargain away his life. 

But there is a direct unconftitutional ufe to be made of fueh power, 
which is, as we have feen, that of employing it to punifh men for do- 
ing their duty even in courts of juftice. They may difoblige men in 
power by refufing to be pliant judges, if in the Mayor’s Court; or 
pliant jurors, if impannelled as jurymen at the feffions; and may be 
therefore punifhed with ruin, in revenge for their honeft difcharge of 
the firft focial duty: which motives, as well as many others that might 
be inftanced, though they are fuch as only wicked men could be in- 
fluenced to avail themfelves of, yet the power is fuch as ought not to 
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be entrufted even with the moft juft. Nor can it be other than impo- 
litic in, and injurious to the very Company, if they knew their own 
true interefts, for their fervants in India to be vefted with fuch powers : 
for the natives of Bengal, who fee that no fuch violences are ever 
committed in the French or Dutch fettlements there, muft naturally en- 
tertain unfavourable notions of the Englifh government, at leaft on this 
point; and another natural confequence is, the forcing of Britifh fub- 
jects, for the probable fecurity of at leaft fome part of their fortunes, to 
feek that protection among foreigners which they find they cannot en- 
joy in the Britifh fettlements. 

Inftead, therefore, of difcouraging Britifh fubjects from going to 
Britifh fettlements, or driving away fuch as are already fettled there, 
the Company fhould, by all means in their power, encourage and pro- 
teét them in fuch refidence, asthey would thereby accommodate a greater 
number of his Majefty’s fubjects, to the augmentation of trade, parti- 
cularly in the fales of Britifh commodities; and with the confequent 
increafe of population, an increafe of revenues muft neceflarily follow. 
But above all, a greater number of Britifh inhabitants in the fettlements 
of the Company would give them, without expence, a {trength and 
{tability which they can never otherwife poflefs. 

The gallant behaviour of the inhabitants, free merchants and free 
mariners, when Calcutta was loft in 1756, and retaken in 1757, may 
be mentioned as a proof of what we advance. But ftill a ftronger in- 
{tance of the fame kind was given in the year 1759, againft the Dutch ; 
when, had it not been for the fpirited and active behaviour of the inha- 
bitants, the Company’s military force would not have been able to cope 
with their enemies. Again, upon the rupture with Coflim Ally Khawn, 
in the year 1763, the European inhabitants of Calcutta were formed 
into four companies of militia, and properly difciplined for the defence 
of the fettlement, while all the regular troops were fent to a diftance 
againft the enemy; however, after the happy defeat of that Nabob at 
Gareea, there was no farther occafion for the fervice of the militia. But 
upon all thefe occafions the very exiftence of the Company was wholly 
at ftake, though in the end, fortune favoured them with the rich ac- 
quifitions which they now poffefs in Bengal. 

If, therefore, there be any power which, in the prefent fituation of 
their affairs, is really neceflary to the Company, it is the power of ef- 
fectually controuling, or punifhing their fervants in India, for difo- 
bedience of orders, breaches of truft, or other acts of mifbehaviour, 
and not this power of feizing and tranfporting their fellow-fubjects at 
will. On the contrary, the free and full exertion of the Englifh laws 
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in their fettlements, and the power of the fubject effectually to apply 
to thofe laws, when injured, would be the beft, nay perhaps is the 
only poffible check the Company can ever have againft {fuch mifbehav- 
ing fervants. 

Banifhment, or tranfportation, is certainly the next degree of 
punifiment to that of death; but it is more than doubly increafed 
when made likewife the caufe of deprivation of fortune, which, 
as we have fhewn, on the prefent fyftem of the Company’s affairs, 
muft ever be the confequence of the fudden removal of a mer- 
chant from Bengal to Europe: and it is inconceivable how the Bri- 
tih legiflature could ever have given even the appearance of their 
fanction to fo illegal an exertion of power as that by which the Com- 
pany’s fervants now tyrannize. When one law is made that is incom- 
patible with the general principles of the conftitution, a thoufand ab- 
furdities muft be confequent thereof. Thus, in the inftance now be- 
fore us, among many other abfurdities, we fee the deputies of the 
deputies of a company of merchants exercifing in the Britifh fettlements 
in Bengal a power of withdrawing protection, and of inflicting, at will, 
the heavieft punifhments on Britifh fubjects; fuch as, in this happy 
country, neither the Sovereign, the Lords, nor the Commons, can fe- 
parately do, or inflict; nor legally any power but that of the whole 
legiftature, by an exprefs act for every particular purpofe, after a legal 
trial and conviction of the party for crimes deferving of fuch punifh- 
ment. We fee even foreigners left to enjoy, in a Britifh fettlement, 
the privileges of fecurity in their perfons and property, from which 
Englifhmen are formally excluded: and admitting that an Englifhman 
had been guilty of a crime againft this Company which could, from the 
laws in their favour, warrant a criminal profecution; in fuch cafe, con- 
trary to one of the fundamental principles of the Englifh conftitution, 
he is removed from the country in which the offence is fuppofed to be 
committed, even to the oppofite fide of the globe, notwithftanding 
there are courts eftablifhed in India which fhould be competent for the 
trial of all offences, except high treafon. To crown all, if the party 
thus banifhed, or tranfported to England, be innocently fo opprefled, 
he is by fuch proceedings firft ruined, or at beft rendered incapable of 
profecuting with effect, and then the law, as it now ftands, refers him 
to the Court of King’s Bench for juftice againft his oppreflors. 

After all, the Company cannot with truth alledge, that fuch a power 
is neceflary, or in any fhape effential to their exclufive right of trade 
to and from India: nor can they adduce one folid argument in fupport 
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of fuch a neceffity on any other pretence whatever. ‘They are defpotic 
SoOVEREIGNS of the whole country, and in fact Lords paramount over 
the Englifh laws and courts of juftice. No inhabitant of their fettle- 
ments can commit any crime to endanger the fecurity of the Company, 
but what muft equally endanger the fafety of every individual member 
of the community, they being infeparably connected together. What 
reafon then can be alledged for the necefflity of this tyrannic power of 
banifhing, or tranfporting perions uzaccufed judicially, unconfronted, and 
unheard ? unlefs it be a tacit acknowledgment, that the Company, with- 
out it, are incapable of governing the dominions of which, as we have 
feen, they confefs themfelves SOVEREIGNS? And in fuch cafe, what 
{tronger proof could be given of the neceflity of the moft fpeedy and 
effectual interference of the Britifh legiflature to deftroy this joint mo- 
nopoly of power, juftice and trade, which it can never be wife, fafe, 
or juft to fuffer being ingrofled by any fet of men whatever. 

Upon the whole, every man will acknowledge, that there ought to be 
an efficient civil power in the Britifh fettlements in India, to prevent 
or remove injuries and abufes, to preferve order and difcipline; to 
punifh every kind of offence, and duly to fupport the authority of go- 
vernment: all which, itis humbly conceived, might be eafily and con- 
fiftently effected, without prejudice to private property, and without 
infringements on public liberty. But arbitrary feizures of men; fecret 
inquifitorial interrogations, under guards, of either offenders or wit- 
nefles ; fequeftered imprifonments by military force, and fudden and 
forcible tranfportations, or banifhments of men without trial, or legal 
conviction of any crime, from their families, ftations, fortunes, or pro- 
{pects, and fometimes with the facrifice of all, are powers too deteftable 
in their natures to be fuffered any where to exift, and much lefs by any 
authority pretended to be derived from the Britifh government. 

In England, and other parts of the Britifh dominions, while fo great 
a {ftir has been made about the liberty of the fubjeét and the fecurity of 
private property, it is amazing that fo little attention has been paid to 
the fituation of Britifh fubjects in Bengal, groaning, as they have been, 
under the intolerable oppreffion of this enormous and unconftitutional 
power. In the mean time, it is principally to this exorbitant power, 
the exercife of which has been greatly encouraged by the Direétors in 
almoft every general letter to Bengal *, that we mutt attribute the im- 


* In their general letters fince the year 1764, the Directors have been ufed very injudicioufly to au- 
thorize their Governor and Council at Bengal, at their own difcretion, to withdraw their proteétion 
from, or feize and fend to England any perfon or perfons who might be guilty of the fmalleft con- 
travention of their orders. An authority that muft be highly dangerous, becaufe encouraging and 
even tempting to he abufe of it. 
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menfe fortunes which have been of late fo rapidly fqueezed from the 
natives in thofe parts; and which will continue to bring thofe provinces 
nearer and nearer to deftruction, if effectual meafures be not fpeedily 
taken to prevent fuch violences; to enable the injured more eafily to 
obtain relief, and to inflict exemplary punifhments on fuch oppreflors. 
If this be not fpeedily done, neither the Company nor the nation can 
have a right knowlcdge of their true interefts in Indian matters, and 
pofterity will juftly remark of this period of the eighteenth century, 
that it was then fuppofed the law of the land, for Britons in India to 
be tmprifoned, banifhed, and tranfported by the Englifh Eaft India Com- 
pany, unaccufed, and unheard in their defence. 





C HAP XII. 


Or the REVENUES of BENGAL and its DEPENDENCIES; AND OF 
THE METHODS OF COLLECTING THEM. 


HE revenues of Bengal and its dependencies arife from the rents 

paid for lands, either according to their meafurement or accord- 
ing to the produce of them, at certain eftablifhed rates, which vary in 
different parts even of the fame province, according to its different de- 
grees of fertility. While the empire remained unfhaken, the general 
eftablifhed rate of eftimation at Dehly, for cultivated ground in Bengal, 
was three ficca rupees, or feven fhillings and fix pence perbega of 16,003 
{quare feet, one with another, or about twenty fhillings per acre. But 
this was not the rate of collecting the rents in thofe provinces, where 
few lands paid according to meafurement at fo much per bega; but ge- 
nerally a proportion of the crop eftimated on the ground, and valued at 
the then market price of fuch produce. Thus ground producing rice, 
peafe, wheat, barley and other grain generally pays one halt of the 
crop, in which mode fome produé¢ts make the bega very valuable, as the 
lands in Bengal, from the extraordinary fertility of the foil, in moft 
places produce two, and in fome even three crops of grain in the year. 
Ophium and fugar-cane, which yield only one crop in the year, and 
are only produced in particular diftri¢éts, yield to the land-holder at the 
rate of from feven to as high as fifteen rupees per bega: but the moft 
valuable product of all is the fhrub which bears the leaf called by the 
natives Paan, and by the Englifh Beetle-leaf; which, notwithftanding 
the vegetative advantages of the foil and climate, requires fome nicety 
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in cultivation, and pays the land-holder as high as thirty-two rupees 
per bega. 

The whole of what was colleéted, was the property of the Emperor, 
by whom the whole country (excepting fuch parts as were affigned on 
temporary grants to the crown penfioners, called Jagueerdars, and the 
charity-lands, allotted to religious purpofes, by the denomination of 
Bhurmuttro, and a variety of other hard names, under the general title 
of Bazy Zemeen, which would require whole pages to explain) was al- 
lotted for the purpofe of governing, and collecting the revenues thereof, 
to fuch perfons as he pleafed, either as fuperintendants, farmers of the 
revenues, or governors, under the different ranks of Rajahs, Subahdars, 
Nazims, Nabébs, Zemindars, &c. who, whatever they might collect, were 
feldom molefted by any officers from the King’s Dewan, or Receiver Ge- 
neral of the revenues, fo long as they regularly accounted for the fums at 
which their provinces were refpectively rated in the King’s books, and 
fatisfactorily gratified the Dew4n and other great officers of the court. 

The R4ajahs are Princes defcended from the ancient Gentoo Kings ; 
many of whom by the indulgence of the Moguls, who always had the 
juftice or policy to fhew particular attention to this race, have had their 
rajahfhips hereditarily continued in their families : though the Mocu Ls of 
later years have aflumed the power of creating even GENTOO RAJAHS, 
as well as ENGLIsH OmrauHs. Several Rajahs of the ancient races, 
however, ftill hold rajahfhips among thofe lands which are now poflefled 
by the Englifh Company. The other renters, called Zemindars, and 
the Governors of provinces called by the different names of Subahdars, 
N4zims, or Nabébs, (now moftly Mahomedans) that hold lands, are tem- 
porary farmers, who ufually hold them from year to year, though fome- 
times for a term of years. Thefe Rajahs, Nabobs and Zemindars, for 
fuch lands as they held, were taxed upon a general repreientation of 
their produce, ad libitum, by the Sovereign ; who likewife could, when 
he pleafed, refume the whole of the collections, as far as could come 
to his knowledge; paying or allowing the great land-holders, or fu- 
perintendants therefrom, fuch fums as he thought proper for their fub- 
fiftence, and for the charges of the collections and of their refpective 
governments. 

There are another fet of leffer renters under the government, called 
Chéwdrys, Talookdars and Etmaumdars, who are accountable for their 
rents to the before-mentioned great land-holders ; and both the greater 
and leffer renters have ufually farmed out their lands again, for a net 
fum, to men of property on the fpot, as under-farmers. Thefe laít 
are they whe fet the lands to the Ryots, or poor tenants and manufac- 
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turers; though the great renters do frequently keep the lands in their 
own hands, and collect immediately from the Ryofs, at their own 
charge, by their own officers at the Cutcherries, or offices fo called, 
eftablifhed for that purpofe in every diftrict where they are found moft 
convenient, and where, in cafes of backwardnefs in payment, the Ryots 
are feverely chaftized. 

The Ryot holds his lands by a kind of leafe called a Pottah, f{pecify- 
ing the fort, quantity and rate of his land, the rent of which is to be 
paid at ftated periods ; and thefe Pottahs are irrevocable by the ancient 
eftablifhed laws of the empire, fo long as the tenant juftly pays up his 
rents ; and even in cafe of failure therein, fo tender were ancient cuí- 
toms of the hufbandman’s intereft, that he could not be difpoffeffed of 
his lands until after a failure in his payments for twelve months. 

For the purpofes of cultivation, it has been likewife ever cuftomary 
for the Nabodbs to lend the lefler land-holders, and again for thofe land- 
holders or other men of property to advance to the Ryots confiderable 
fums of money upon bond, though at a very high rate of intereft, even fo 
high as upwards of forty per cent. per ann. to be repaid from the produce 
of the enfuing crop. The fums advanced in this way, commonly known 
in Bengal by the term Tagabey, are employed by the Ryozt inthe charges 
of cultivation, particularly in buying cattle and feed, and in making 
the neceffary refervoirs and drains, which are there very requifite, 
and the moft expenfive preparatives. Without this advance to the 
poor people, the whole bufinefs of agriculture would be at a ftand; it 
is therefore evident, that the encouragement derived by the poorer fort 
of people from public protection can be no where more neceffary 
than in the interior parts of Bengal. 

Since the fubverfion of the Mogul empire, the lands of every diftrict 
of courfe become the property of each refpective ufurper, fo long as 
by their own power they can maintain poffeffion; and fo long each 
ufurper deemed himfelf, and in fact was a real fovereign. Thus, upon 
the Englifh Eaft India Company’s affuming the Dewannee, we find that 
they alfo, in their turn, declare themfelves to have become the Sove- 
reigns ™ of a rich and potent kingdom ; of the revenues of which they 
likewife declare themfelves not only the Col/efors but Proprietors. 











* See a LETTER from the SELECT COMMITTEE at CALCUTTA to the Court of East INpra 
DIRECTORS, dated the 1ft October 1767, figned by Lord Chve, William Brightwell Sumner, Fohn 
Carnac, Harry Verelft and Francis Sykes, Efquires; AUTHENTIC PAPERS, pages 92 and 103. See 
alfo the Proceedings of the SELECT COMMITTEE at CALCUTTA, the 18th September 1765, as 
contained in the following chapter, aad 
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ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 15% 
When the fovereignty of the Bengal provinces was thus taken by the 
Company upon themfelves, in 1765 Mr. Sykes was appointed, by the 
Prefident and Select Committee at Calcutta, the Company’s Refident at 
the Durbar f, or the Nabéb’s Court at the capital of Murfhedabad, to 
adjuft the grofs revenues of the provinces, and fettle the claims of Fa- 
gucerdars, as being a part of that bufinefS%. This gentleman, fingle 
and without any checks, was likewife entrufted with the direction of 
the Nabéb and his officers, fuperintended the interior colleétions, and 
the adminiftration of juftice in countries more extenfive and more po- 
pulous than Great Britain; and, as if thefe were not enough for the 
fingle abilities of this gentleman, the wifdom of the Select Committee 
farther loaded him with the additional charge of the chieffhip of the 
Company’s factory at Coflimbazar, where moft of their filk and a great 
part of their other Bengal inveftments are provided. 
The amount of the whole revenues of Bengal and its dependencies, 
as adjufted by Mr. Sykes in the faid year, 1765, was eftimated as 
follows, viz. 








+ In order farther to underftand the bufinefs of the revenues, and of the Refident at the Durbér, 
fee N°s XXXVII. XXXVIII. XX XIX. and XL. of the APPENDIX, pages 133 to 145, being copies 
of four letters from Mr. Sykes to the Sele€t Committee at Calcutta, on his adjuflments of the Der 
wannee Revenues. 
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Which fum of Sicca rupees, two crores, fixty-eight lacks, twenty- 
feven thoufand fix hundred and fixty-one, and fifteen annas, valuing 
the Sicca rupee, according to Mr. Sykes, at nearly two fhillings and 
eight pence halfpenny, and making (£. 3,630,676 18 5) the fum of 
pounds, three millions fix hundred and thirty thoufand, fix hundred 
and feventy-fix pounds fterling, Mr. Sykes fubfcribed to, and declared 
it to be his opinion, that the whole would be colle¢ted in the year 
1766, without oppreffing the inhabitants. The Right Honourable 
Lord Clive likewife gave his opinion upon this ftatement of the Bengal 
revenues, in his letter to the Court of Direétors, dated Calcutta, the 
30th September 1765, in the foliowing words *. 

s< Your revenues, by means of this zew acquifition (meaning the De- 
‘*¢ wannee) will, as near as I can judge, not fall fhort, for the enfuing 
‘Ss year, of 250 lacks of Sicca rupees, including your former poflef- 
«< fions of Burdwan, &c. Hereafter they will at lcaft amount to 20 or 
«€ 30 lacks more. Your civil and military expences in time of peace 
*< can never exceed 60 lacks of rupees. The Nabob’s allowances are 
** already reduced to 42 lacks, and the tribute to the king is fixed at 
€ 26. So that there will be remaining a clear gain to the Company 
** of 122 lacks of Sicca rupees, or {.1,650,900 fterling, which wi// de- 
sc fray all the expences of the invefiments, furnifh the whole of the China 
s< rreafure, anfwer the demands of all your other fettlements in India, and 
“< leave a confiderable balance in your treafury befides. In time of war, 
“< when the country may be fubjeét to the incurfions of bodies of cavalry, 
** we fhall, notwithftanding, be able to collect a fufficient fum for our 
“¢ civil and military exigencies, and likewife for our inveftments; be- 
“ caufe a very rich part of the Bengal and Bahar dominions are fituat- 
“ ed to the eaftward of the Ganges, where we can never be invaded. 
“< What I have given you is areal, not an imaginary flate of your revenues, 
*< and you may be affurcd they will not fall (hort of my computation.” 

After producing two fuch good authorities, the reader will certainly 
admit, that fuch was the improveable ftate of the revenues in Bengal 
in the year 1765. 

In the continual fluctuation of the property of the country, under 
different ufurpers, the moft fimple mode of taxation, under manifold 
oppreflive pretences, has been fo increafed and varied, and, by the vil- 
lany of the endlefs train of accomptants, fhroffs, or moncy-changers, 
receivers and other officers employed in the collections at the Cutcher- 
ries, has in many places become fo perplexed, as to render a thorough 


® See AUTHENTIC PAPERS, page 26. 
knowlege 
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knowlege of the prefent revenues a difficult tafk; and from the 
prefent general ftate of the country, as well as from the particular 
cuftoms and methods of conducting this bufinefs, the harpies employed 
find it eafy to practife every fpecies of extortion and fraud. ‘This is 
fo much the cafe, that in many places, after the yearly account of a 
Pergiannah has been fettled at any of the Cutcherries, the detection of 
its falfity, or the proof of its truth would be a difficult undertaking 
even to the beft accomptant, however well acquainted he might be with 
the languages and cuftoms of the country. 

In fact, every method praétifed in the bufinefs of the colleétions 
feems to have been calculated, in every department, to encourage de- 
ceit, and {creen it from the Sovereign: for the very accounts of the 

engal collections, which are kept in the Bengal language, are, from 
eftablifhed cuftom, kept on imall o¢tavo flips of paper, called Ferds, 
and filed on a {tring ; which, if not fharply looked after and regularly 
ab{tracted, it is very eafy for the Black clerks to take off one Ferd and 
flip on another, to ferve a particular purpofe. The Englifh collector 
can never detect a fraud of this kind, unlefs he can write and read the 
* Bengal language, or has, what is very rare, honeft Bany4ns about 
him. 

The fame confufion which has prevailed in the Dehly provinces fince 
the fubverfion of the empire, has extended to the dominions of every 
ufurping Nabob. Thus, in particular, from the invafion of Nader 
Shah downwards, the independent Nabobs, or Subahdars of Bengal, 
have in general paid but little attention to the hereditary rights of the 
antient Rajahs, or Zemindars ; and fince the Englifh Eaft India Com- 
pany have become the Sovereigns of Bengal, lefs ceremony has been 
ufed with them ; many of the loweft clafs of Banyans having been put 
over them, or in their places, as well as in every department of the 
government. 

The revenues, when adjufted at Murfhedabad, are taxations ad libi- 
tum, and hitherto have depended entirely on the arbitrary will of the 
Englifh chief, or chicfs ; as may be alfo feen from Mr. Sykes’s Letters, 


* A very extraordinary inftance of the great utility, of this attainment, to the Englifh colleétors, 
name within the writer’s knowledge in the year 1766, while Samuel Middleton, Efq; was chief of the 
Company’s factory at Patna, and fuperintendant of the revenues of the Bahar provinces, under Mur- 
fhedabad. The Vakeel of one of the Zemind4rs prefented himfelf before the chief with fome heavy 
complaints, as from his mafter, which related to the affairs of his country. In fupport of his cam- 
plaint, he pulled a letter out of his turban, and began to read the complaint in the Bengal lan- 
guage very fluently, tranflating it into Hindoftan, for the chief, as he went along. ‘The writer, 
who underftood a little of this language, was looking over his fhoulder all the while, and difcovered 
to Mr. Middleton that there was not, in all the letter, a word written of what the Vakeel pretended 
to read: whereupon his falfhood was detected, to his great fhame and confufion. 
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already quoted: and thofe chiefs fo befet with harpies, who, from 
the higheít to the loweft, will be always interefted in deceiving them 
and endeavouring to fap their integrity, can have no guides whom they 
can depend on but their own judgments and coznfciezcer. With Englifh 
collectors another fet of men have been alfo naturally introduced, the 
Englifh Sircars and Banyans ; who, from the fuperior influence which 
they allume over the reft of the Black officers, as being Dewans to the 
Lords of the country, muit generally be firft fatisfied. Under thefe 
different ranks of men, the divifions and fubdivifions are innumerable ; 
all of whom, from rhe Nabéb down to the loweit officer of a village, 
muit have a fhare of what can be fecretcd from the revenues. In this 
{ituation of affairs it is obvious, that there muft be innumerable abufes 
in the department of the revenues, which will efcape the Englifh col- 
lector, though a man of the greateft integrity ; of fome of which abufes 
we will briefly take notice in this place. 

At the commencement of every year, which in Bengal begins in 
April, there is an eftablifhed feftival, called the Poonéa, which is the 
time appointed for adjulting the accounts of the revenues with the dif- 
ferent land-holders, and confirming or revoking their leafes, according 
to their merits, or otherwife. At this feaft the different Rajahs and 
Zemindars either appear at Murfhedabad in perfon, or fend their Va- 
keels, to negotiate and fettle the fum to be eftablifhed for the revenues 
of their re{pective diftricts for the enfuing year, as well as to adjuft the 
accounts of that expired. On thefe occafions, whether a Zemindar 
has been punctuai or nct in the payment of his rents according to the 
terms agreed on, the Mutfeddees never want a complaint againft him, 
a pretext for raifing his rents, or a competitor to be oppofed to him, 
for the purpofes of fecuring his confent to the payment of a private 
Nuzzeranah, or prefent demanded; which Nuzzeranah is generally in- 
creafed, by the Zemindar, in proportion as the officers upon whom the 
generality of the Company’s chiefs w:u/? depend for their information, 
agree to decreafe the fum ftipulated for the next year’s revenue: and, 
in this fituation, he who agrees to the largeft fum of Nuzzeranah is let 
Jloofe upon the country for the enfuing year. 

This adjuftment, which in Bengal is emphatically called rhe Bundobuft 
(the tying and binding) naturally affords a fine ficld for the exercife of 
the fertile genius of this race of Afiatics, inferior to none in intrigues. 
The Zemindars, who upon this occafion generally are in want of large 
fums of ready cafh, as well as of fecurity to be given for the payment 
of their rents according to agreement, have been ufually neceflitated to 
call in the Shroffs, or bankers and money-changers, to their affiftance. 

Juggut 
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Jugeut Seat, the head of a Gentoo family of the Weaver tribe or caft, 
in the time of the Nabdéb Jaffier Khawn, availed himitelf of this circum- 
ftance, which the fucceeding times of confufion in the empire enabled 
him to improve, to the introduction of new cuftoms at the Durbar, in 
the department of the revenues, and to the raifing and enriching of 
himfelf and his family. From a very inconfiderable origin, he became 
the moft eminent banker in Hindoftan ; having his Shops and Gomaftahs 
eftablifhed for the purpofes of drawing and remitting in all the principal 
trading towns of the empire. ‘This bufinefs in India, in times of public 
fecurity, which are not likely foon to return, was advantageous beyond 
any thing that is known in Europe, as well from the per centage allowed 
upon the bills called Hundyveaan, as on the Batta, or exchange of ru- 
pees. By his Gomaftahs he was regularly and well informed of all mo- 
mentous tranfactions in every part of the empire. This introduced 
him into the political intrigues of the Durbar at Murfhedabad, where he 
and his family, fome of whom ftill remain the fhadows of their father’s 
grandeur, lived with the retinue and magnificence of Princes. 

By a juggle with the Nabobs and officers of the mint and revenues, 
this great banker introduced a cuftom very injurious to circulation ; 
which has been ever fince practifed, to the detriment of the country ; 
and {till continues, to the fhame of the Englifh Eaft India Company. 
This was the introduction of a Batta, or agio upon the rupee called 
Sicca, which is a real coinage of ftandard filver according to the eftab- 
lifhed laws of the lateempire. ‘The current rupee, fo called by the Eng- 
lifh, is, like the pound {fterling, a nominal f{pecie, valued at fixteen per 
cent. Batta lefs than Sicca, for the conveniency, in adjufting accounts, of 
reducing the innumerable forts of different rupees which have been in- 
troduced in all parts fince the fubverfion of the empire. This Batta was 
nominally fixed, fo that the zew-coined Sicca rupee fhould circulate twelve 
months at full Batta, and then fallthree per cent. under the denomination 
of Hirfuns, or Siccas of various years. At the expiration of the fecond year, 
they funk again, under another denomination of Suvotts, the Batta of which 
was fixed at two per cent. lefs: fo that what was f/1xteen per cent. the firft 
year, was thirteen per cent. the fecond, and eleven per cent. the third: 
at which laft denomination of Sunotts they remained, until re-coined 
into Siccas; fubject neverthecleis, like all other rupees, to fuch varia- 
tions in the Batta, or agio, as the money-dealers could effect, from the 
plenty or {carcity of each particular fpecies ; for it was the Englifh alone 
who, in their own fettlements and in dealings only among themfelves, 
ufed to adjuft their accounts by the faid eftablifhed Batta of 16, 13, and 
II percent. The variety of rupees introduced in different parts of the 
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empire, is of fuch fort, that if a merchant of Murfhedabad wants to 
purchafe goods in any adjacent province, for ready money, it is neceflary 
for him firft to purchafe of the money-changers in the Bazar, that fort of 
rupees which will beft anfwer, or yield the leaft lofs in the country 
where he intends to make his purchafes; for even the Sicca rupees 
coined at the different mints at Patna, Murflhedabiad, or Calcutta, when 
carried out of the province in which they were coined, bear a Batta, or 
país with a difcount. Thus the trade in rupees has long been an exten- 
five and complicated branch of bufinefs, and the Batta, which is a mit- 
chievous inftrument in the hands of great exchange and money-dealers, 
was by the manœuvres of this artful Shroff, or banker, at Murfhedabid, 
rendered a fund of infinite wealth to the family of the Seats, and remains 
yet an abule uncorrected by the prefent governors of that country. 

When the Zemindars were diftrefled for a fum of ready money, or a 
bondfman, in order, upon an emergency, to fecure their farms, Jug- 
gut Seat was always ready. He likewife obtained the Shrofing * of all 
the revenues ; and upon occafion became anfwerable to the Subahdar, 
or Nabob, at the inftance of the Zemindars, for fuch particular pay- 
ments on account of their rents as they fell fhort in: for which he was 
well paid by a high intereft on the fums he advanced. By thefe means 
he acquired an influence at the Durbar little inferior to that of the Na- 
bôb himielf: as inftances of which, he was the chief inftrument in the 
acquifition of Lord Clive’s famous jagueer; and he amafled a fortune, 
as his countrymen calculate, of feven crores of rupees, or near nine 
millions fterling. Such were the profits at rhe Durbar; which the 
reader will be farther enabled to guefs at from the following relation of 
the practices which have been introduced and followed there, more or 
lefs, ever fince. 

Among the arrangements which took place upon Lord Clive’s affum- 
ing the Dewannee, a ion of this Juggut Seat, fcarce eighteen years old, 
was appointed the Company’s Shroff, and affociated with Mahomed 
Reza Khawn and Doolubram, the perfons mentioned in Mr. Sykes’s 
letters already quoted, as officers on the part of the Company, for con- 
ducting the bufinefs of the province and the collection of the revenues. 
But notwithftanding all his Lordfhip’s precautions in thofe appointments, 
they did neither put a ftop to the irregularities which had taken fo 
deep root, nor prevent that fudden acquifition of fortune which his 
Lordfhip and the Secret Committee had fo very much at heart. 



























* Shrofing, fo called by the Englith in Bengal, is the examining, forting and weighing the various 
forts of rupees, to fix each to its diftinét fpecies, difcard the refufe, and fettle the Jatta upon all, 
according to the price of the day, in order to eftablifh the value in ftandard, or ficca rupees. 
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When the term of the monthly payments agreed on becomes due, if the 
Zemindar has not his money ready in time, as is feldom the cafe, it has 
been cuftomary for the officers of the collections, in all parts of the pro- 
vinces under the Nabob, to charge him with three and one eighth per cent. 
per menfem intereft upon the fum, for the time of his default in payment ; 
exclufive of which, a deduction is likewife made from tine fum paid in, of 
from three to eight per cent. under the denomination of /hroffage upon the 
Cutcha Amddity. This Cutcha Amdiny, which literally means the grofs 
import, is the payment made by the Zemindar, confifting of the many 
various forts of rupees as they come up from the Pergiannahs, before 
the Shroffs have purified them by their batta, to reduce them to the net 
fum of f{tandard ficcas, for which the Zemindár will have credit in the 
books of the Nabéb’s Cutcherry. Befides thefe allowances in the Bahar 
province, when the Zemindar has not been able to pay up in time his 
{tated payment, the Englifh Governor’s Dewan has been known, in 
imitation of the old Juggut Seat, to take upon himfelf the amount of the 
payment due from the Zemind4ar, giving a receipt to the Nabdb, called 
a Paat, for the amount, as paid into the Englifh treafury there ; and 
on this account the Englifh Dew4n receives from the Zemindar an al- 
lowance, called Paatwaan, of ten per cent. upon the fum, for the ufe of 
his credit. In the mean time, if the Dew4n is called upon for the 
money, his influence enables him eafily to raife it among the Shroffs, to 
anfwer any preffing demand of the Company. Exclufive of this, it has 
been alfo cuftomary in the fame province to deduct five ger cent. from 
the Zeminda4r’s payments, under the head of Rufum, Duftore, or cuftom, 
as a perquifite for the under Sircars. 

In cates of ravage, from the incurfions of an enemy, devaftations from 
the floods occafioned by the periodical rains, fcarcity from the extra- 
aordinary drought of the feafon, or of any other public calamity, a pro- 
portionate deduction is made from the ftipulated rents: and this alfo 
affords a fpacious field for the exercife of Afiatic ingenuity in bribery 
and intrigue, from the Nabob down to the Ryot. 

People are alfo frequently fent by the Englifh, or Goverument-mutfea- 
dees into the Pergannahs, under feveral different denominations ; fuch 
as Aumeens, Aumils, &c. to examine accounts, meafure land, value the 
crop, or to haften and forward the collections; who always receive 
very confiderable allowances from the Zemind4rs, the amount of which 
is again levied upon the Ryots, or poor tenants in the diftricts they are 
fent to, befides large fums which they moft commonly receive for con- 
cealing their difcoveries. Here it muft be remarked, that the above- 
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the Zemind4r, for the deficiency of which he mutt ftill fill up the fum 
of his ftipulated payment, form the charge of a compound, or aggre- 
gate f{um, much greater than the fame would amount to if charged at 
once in a fixed fum per annum. 

It is likewife the cuftom of the country, for the government to collect 

a fourth part, called rhe Chout, upon the amount of moft judicial 
decifions in caufes of meum and tuum between individuals at the 
Cutcherries, but particularly on the amount of bond debts; and this 
alfo is, in the prefent anarchical ftate of the country, a copious field 
for the Banyans and other officers, in which they practife every fpecies 
of reguery and intrigue. 
But the greateft advantage of all, made by the principal officers of the 
revenue, has been the lending out their money, and not unfrequently 
the Company’s, as their own, upon Tagabey, as already explained, at 
the rate of 35 and 40 per cent. per annum, for which they can fecurely 
repay themfelves from the firft monies coming in on account of the 
rents. We do not pretend to afflert, that any of our Englifh collectors 
have fhared in this variety of perquifites, though that point might have 
been worthy of the enquiry of the late intended Supervifors ; yet we 
cannot exculpate them, on the charge of employing the Nabéb, and 
through him the Zemindars, to take off the cotton of their very extra- 
ordinary monopoly of that commodity (treated of in our 14th chapter) 
as in fact this was neither more nor lefs than charging the revenues with 
the profits on the cotton, for the benefit of the owners, and to the ruin 
of the country and manufactures. 

In fhort, fo great, and fo notorious have been the advantages to be 
gathered up at the Durbar, that even the Bany4ns of junior Englifh fer- 
vants under the Refident, have thought it worth their while to pay 
twenty-five per cent. per annum for money to fatisfy the calls of their 
matters, rather than lofe their pofts, while they have lent the money fo 
raifed, to their mafters at the cuftomary intereft of ten per cent. per ann. 
and fo great have been the irregularities in the bufinefS of the collections, 
that it has been a cuftomary practice for the Zemindirs to pay twenty-five 
per cent. on the grofs amount of their taxed rents, to particular per- 
fons of influence, for the loan of their names to protect them from ex- 
actions, or trouble at the Durbar, inftances of which are within our 
knowledge. The writer of thefe fheets has even known a black col- 
lector, employed by the Englifh in the Bahar province, of his own au- 
thority levy a tax of eight annas (or about fifteen pence) on every vil- 
lage in his province to indemnify himfelf for a ring which he had loft in 
the Cutcherry ; which though a fmall tax on each village, yet when 
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collected upon all the villages in the province would amount to a very 
confiderable fum. 

In this fituation of affairs, it muft be obvious to the intelligent reader, 
that to the old abufes many new ones have been added, from the in- 
troduction of a new fet of harpies upon the prefent change of govern- 
ment ; as no prudent meafures have been yet effectually adopted for 
the prevention of fuch abufes in the minutiz of bufinefs. And it muft 
be equally obvious, that the encouragement fo neceflary for agriculture 
in Bengal is at prefent lefs than ever it has been ; for the merchants 
and other men of property among the natives, for want of due fecu- 
rity under this double government, dare not lend money upon Taga- 
bey, as before, to the cultivators of the foil ; nor dare the latter receive 
it from any others than the Englifh collectors and Banyans, which when 
they do, it is reluctantly ; notwithftanding it is highly worthy of the 
attention of the Governors of the country to encourage the univerfal 
lending of Tagabey, as the beft and perhaps only method practicable for 
reducing the exorbitant intereft upon the poor hufbandman. 

It muft be likewife obvious, that while fuch is the wretched ftate of the 
government in Bengal, the real amount of the revenues of thofe provinces 
can never be precifely traced through fuch anintricate labyrinth of fraud 
and deceit: nor will it ever be effected till a complete meafurement be 
made of every diftrict, and a juft account taken of the land held by 
every Ryot. And whenever that is done, the lands paying no rents, 
held under the denominations of jagueers and charity-lands, will cut a 
moft confpicuous figure. Of this the reader may form fome notion, when 
he is informed, that during the Chieffhip of Mr. John Johnftone in the 
province of Burdwin alone, after an odious fcrutiny, which employed 
near feventy perfons and lafted near eight months, that gentleman difco- 
vered 568,736 begas, making nearly a fifth part of the lands of the whole 
province, to have been alienated from the revenue, and poflefled chiefly, 
upon fraudulent grants, by priefts, fuperintendents of the revenue, 
and favourites; under the various titles of Bazy Zemeen, or charity- 
lands. | 

Under thefe circumftances, it may with the greateft truth be afferted, 
that the fum received by the Company’s collectors at Murfhedabid, after 
making all due allowances, has ever fallen greatly fhort of the amount 
actually paid by the Ryots, or original cultivators of the country. This, 
whether we confider the Company as the fovereigns and proprietors of 
the revenue, as they ftile themfelves, or as truftees for the public, is a 
matter worthy of the regard of ftock-holders, and of the minuteft at- 
tention of this nation. But the embezzlement of the revenues of Bengal 


L 2 J never 





$ ANE 
ID . . * 7 
> 5 
co , = 
ra Â = 
= = 
ST 


CONSIDERATIONS 





162 
never will be effectually prevented, till capital puniflaments are in- 
flicted upon embezzlers, whomfoever they may be. ‘The blacks, by 
proper punifhments being inflicted on two or three perfons legally con- 
victed of fuch embezzlements, would foon be awed into an honeft 
practice: for the prefent difhonefty of the timid natives in thofe matters 
is perhaps more owing to the frequency of examples in their fuperiors, 
and to the total impunity of fuch crimes in Bengal, than to the villany of 
even thofe natives who have been moft corrupted in European fettle- 
ments. Such punifhments however as would prevent it, at leaft in fome 
degree, the Company are not, and perhaps cannot be legally impowered 
to inflict. 

The Company have of late adopted a plan which the writer recom- 
mended to them, among other improvements in the year 1767, of fta- 
tioning their covenanted fervants to the fuperintendency of the collec- 
tions at every principal Zemindary, and appointing a board of revenue 
at Murfhedabad. Although the original fprings of the former flourifh- 
ing revenues in Bengal have been, of late years, fo choaked up or de- 
{troyed as not eafily to be reftored ; neverthelefs by this new regulation, 
which it is ftrange was fo long neglected, the Company will doubtlets 
make a very confiderable faving in the revenues, fo far as refpects the 
prevention of frauds and alienations; though much will be ftill want- 
ing for putting the bufinefs of the collections upon a proper footing, 
and particularly for preventing the young Englifh collector from alfo 
becoming the only merchant and fupreme judge in the diftrict under 
his fuperintendency, which the influence he acquires from fuch a ftation 
puts fo eafily in his power. It was a miftaken notion among the Direétors, 
that the influence of a young fervant, ftationed in the interior country, 
would be inconfiderable, and therefore lefs pernicious than that of a 
Counfellor ; for wherever a European is eftablifhed in a public charac- 
ter, by the authority of the Company, whether a Writer or a Counfellor, 
he is equally ftiled by the natives the Burra Sahéb, the Great Lord, or 
Governor. And the fuperior clafles among them, even the country 
Rajahs and Zemind4rs, have as yet but a ftrange conception of the 
Englifh government ; for there have been inftances of a Rajah’s offer- 
ing one of his daughters for the feraglio of an Englifh collector, upon 
the adjuftment of his Bundobuf?. Nothing at the fame time can fhew 
in a ftronger light the great influence of the Englifh, and the abject 
{tate of dependence to which the natives are at prefent reduced, than 
an inftance of this nature, fo directly contrary to every tie that is held 
facred by Gentoos. 
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The oppreffions and monopolies in trade which have been intro- 
duced of late years, but particularly within the laft feven (as treated of 
in our XIIth and XIVth chapters) have been the principal caufes of fuch 
a decreafe in the real revenues of Bengal, as very fhortly will be moft 
feverely felt by the Company. For the Ryots, who are generally both 
land-holders and manufacturers, by the oppreflions of gomaftahs in har- 
rafling them for goods (as inftanced in our XIVth chapter) are frequently 
rendered incapable of improving their lands, and even of paying their 
rents; for which, on the other hand, they are again chaftifed by the 
officers of the revenue, and not unfrequently have by thofe harpies been 
neceflitated to fell their children in order to pay their rents, or otherwile 
obliged to fly the country *. 

Another obftacle to the improvement of the revenues in Bengal is the 
want, to both great and little land-holders, of a fecure, and permanent 
poffeffion of the lands ; while the chawbuck and the caprice of a Governor 
are, in faét, almoft the only laws for the decifion of right. Thus fitu- 
ated, the renter, fo far from venturing any part of his own real pro- 
perty in improving of farms which he is liable to be difpoffeffed of at 
any time for the benefit of others, does, on the contrary, entirely em- 
ploy himfelf in making the moft of all temporary advantages while he 
holds the lands, and cares not in what fituation he leaves them to a 
fuccefior. 

Intermediate renters, or dealers, are every where, and in all things, 
thofe who make the greateft profits: and the permitting of fo many 
ranks of fuperintendents and renters feems to have been a material 
error in the Hindoftan policy ; becaufe, for the welfare of a ftate, the 
growers and confumers of provifions cannot poflibly approach too near 
together. 


* Bengal affords a fatal example of the confequences of a country’s being once depopulated from 
oppreffion, or violence done to the inhabitants ; for a tract of 240 miles of fea-coaft in the centre of the 
Company’s poffeffions, from the ifland of Sundeep to the ifland Sagor, which was abandoned by the in- 
habitants, on account of the ravages committed by the Mugg pirates about 145 years ago (and which 
have been repeated in a lefs degree in later times) remains to this day a defert, overgrown with wood, 
has become very unhealthy, and is now known only to its prefent inhabitants, the tigers and other 
wild beafts. Thofe banditti, under the King of Arracan, who by their means had at that time got 
poffeffion of Chittigong and the ifland of Sundeep, ufed to defcend upon the Bengal iflands in large 
fleets of armed boats, and make incurfions for an hundred miles up the numerous rivers and creeks, 
which afforded them fhelter; plundering and burning the villages, and making flaves of the inha- 
bitants. This large traét, which is extremely fertile, and was alfo formerly as remarkably po- 
pulous, is moft conveniently fituated for trade and navigation, as may be feen upon infpection of our 
map: neverthelefs this important field for improvement, which now only in fome places produces a 
little falt at the rifk of the makers lives, has hitherto laid totally neglected by the Company, whofe 
fyf{tem, as of lateconduéted, has been by no means calculated to promote the general welfare of the 
country, or to grant, like good Sovereigns, their effectual protection to the inhabitants, 
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It remains to be feen, from the experience of future years, what fa- 
lutary regulations the wifdom of Courts of Direétors will enforce for the 
management of this branch, and the general improvement of the Bengal 
dominions: a concern of the utmoft importance to the nation; and which, 
if properly attended to, we will venture to affert, the revenues of Bengal, 
as found by Lord Clive and Mr. Sykes in the year 1765, amounting, as 
by ftatement before given, to 3,630,6761. might eafily, and without 
oppreffion to the inhabitants, have been improved by this time to fix mil- 
lions fierling ; while, by an improper management, they have yearly 
fallen fhort of that very ftatement, and will moft probably daily con- 
tinue to grow worfe, till an effectual fyfiem of reformation be eftab- 


lifhed. 
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On the lae MONOPOLY of SALT, BEETLE-NUT and 
TOBACCO. 





E come now to confider a monopoly the moft cruel in its nature, 

and moft deftructive, in its confequences, to the Company’s 
affairs in Bengal, of all that have of late been eftablifhed there. 
Perhaps it ftands unparalleled in the hiftory of any government that 
ever exifted on earth, confidered as-a public act; and we fhall be not 
lefs aftonifhed when we confider the men who promoted it, and the 
reafons given by them for the eftablifhment of fuch exclufive dealings 
in what may there be confidered as neceflaries of life. 

When the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive propofed returning 
to Bengal, as Governor of the Eaft India Company’s fettlements, he 
wrote a * letter to the Court of Direétors, containing fuch fentiments 
as were beft calculated to obtain their concurrence in his appointment, 
and to {hew his own difintereftednefs. Among other things, he gave 
them his opinion, ‘* that it was the encroachments made upon the 
<< Nabéb’s prefcriptive rights, by the Governor and Council, and the 
‘© reft of the fervants in Bengal trading in the articles of falt, beetle-nut 
‘© and tobacco, which had greatly contributed to haften and bring on 
<< the troubles with the Nabéb Coflim Ally Khawn. ‘That, therefore, as 
s the trading in falt, beetle-nut and tobacco had been one caufe of the 





* See the Letter at large in the Appendix, N° XLI. page 146, dated Berkeley Square, the 27th 
April 1764. ‘ 
“< difputes 
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difputes which then had fubfifted, his Lordfhip hoped thofe articles 
would be reftored to the Nabob, and the Company’s fervants abfo- 
lutely forbid to trade in them. This would be ftriking at the root of 
the evil, tend to reftore that q@conomy which was fo neceffary in 
the fervice of the Company, and ferve to prevent the fudden acqui- 
fition of fortunes that had of late taken place, and which, if not 
put a ftop to, the Company’s affairs mutt greatly fuffer. And his 
Lordfhip promifed, as a means to alleviate in fome meafure the dif- 
fatisfaction that fuch reftrictions upon the commercial advantages of 
the Company’s fervants might occafion in them, shat he would not 
engage in any kind of trade himfelf, but leave all commercial advan- 
tages (the Governor’s portion of which ufed to be always very con- 
fiderable) to the fervants, to be divided amongft themfelves.”’ 

His Lordfhip’s reprefentations to the Directors, and his management 





among the proprietors produced the defired effect. He was nominated 
to the government of Bengal ; and a Select Committee, confifting of his 
Lordfhip, Mr. William Brightwell Sumner, Brigadier General Carnac, 
alfo Meffieurs Harry Verelft and Francis Sykes, was appointed, with 
full powers to purfue whatever means they fhould judge moft proper, 
to attain the defirable ends of reftoring and eftablifhing peace and 
tranquillity in Bengal. And the orders which the Court of Directors 
were pleafed to give upon the fubject of this trade, in the letter to their 
Prefidency at Bengal, which appointed the faid Committee, dated the 


rit June 1764, were the following. 
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‘© You are hereby ordered and directed, as foon after the receipt of 
this as may be convenient, to confult the Nabób, as to the manner of 
carrying on the inland trade in falt, beetle-nut and tobacco, and the 
other articles produced and confumed in the country, which may be 
moft to his fatisfaction and advantage, the intereít of the Company, 

and likewife of the Company’s fervants. 

s You are, therefore, to form a proper and equitable plan for carrying 
on the faid trade, and tranfmit the fame to us, accompanied by fuch ex- 
planations, obfervations and remarks as may enable us to give our 

fentiments and directions thereupon in a full and explicit manner. 

‘s In doing this, as before obferved, you are to have a particular re- 

gard to the intereft and entire fatisfadion of the Nabéb, both with re- 

{pect to his revenues and a proper fupport of Ais government; in 

fhort, this plan muft be fettled with dis FREE will and confent, and 

in fuch a manner as not to afford any juft grounds of complaint.” 





The 





166 CONSIDERATIONS 


The great advantage to be made in Bengal from a monopoly of thefe 
three articles of falt, bcetle-nut and tobacco, was among the firft which 
the manceuvre of the Dewaunec, taken notice of in our IVth and VIth 
chapters, prefented to his Lordthip and his affociate-reformers, and 
which they did not fail to avail themfelves of. The Committee, there- 
fore, foon loft fight of the orders and intentions of the Court of Direc- 
tors, and, in contradiction to his Lordfhip’s moft folemn declarations, 
an univerfal public monopoly of thofe three articles was determined 
on: the profits of which were to be divided among themfelves, and fuch 
others of the Company’s fervants as they thought proper. All the fer- 
yants, down to a certain rank, were put upon the lift without afking 
their concurrence, or acquainting them with the particulars of the plan, 
This, confidering the monopoly even as a juft eftablifhment, was a 
manifeft injury to feveral of the junior fervants, who, from their own 
knowledge and induftry, gained, in a fair way of trade, confiderably 
more than the fhare allotted them by this fyftem produced. Many 
wholly difapproved the plan, as far as they were acquainted with it; 
but it would have been dangerous to have publicly expreffed their fenti- 
ments. ‘They were made to fign a long indenture,. authorizing the 
Committee of Trade to conduct the bufinefs, though they did not know 
the particulars of the plan. ‘The perfon who had fhewn any backward- 
nels, would not only have been deprived of his private trade, but pro- 
bably too have been difmiffed the fervice. The proceedings on this 
occafion of the Select Committee will beft fhew the mode which was 
adopted to carry this plan into execution: they were verbatim as 
follows, 





<* At a Select Committee, held at Fort William, the roth Auguft 1765. 
= PRESENT 


<“ William Brightwell Sumner, Efq; Prefident, and 
“< Harry Verelit, Efq; 


< In conformity to the Honourable Company’s orders, contained in 
their letter of the rft June 1764, the Committee now proceed to take 
under their confideration the fubjećt of the inland trade in the article 
of falt, beetle-nut and tobacco, the fame having frequently been dif- 
couríed of at former meetings, and Mr. Sumner having lately col- 
lected the opinions of the abfent members at large on every circum- 
«« ftance, it is now agreed and refolved, That the following plan for 
“< conducting this trade fhall be carried into execution, the Committee 
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efteeming the fame the moft corref[pondent to the Company’s orders and 
conducive to the ends which they have in view, when they require that 
the trade fhall be put upon fuch a footing as may appear moft equit- 
able for the benefit of their fervants, leaft liable to produce difputes 
with the country government, and wherein their own interefts and zhat 
of the Nabéb fhall at the fame time be properly attended to and 
confidered. 

‘¢ Firft, That the whole trade fhall be carried on by an exclufive 
company formed for that purpofe, and confifting of all thofe who 
may be deemed juftly intitled to a fhare. That a proper fund hall 
be raifed by a loan at intereft for the fupply and fupport of the fame, 
and that it fhall commence in the month of September enfuing, or 
as foon after as may be found moft convenient. 

‘¢ odly, That the falt, beetle-nut and tobacco produced in or im- 
ported into Bengal {hall be purchafed by this eftablifhed company, and 
public advertifements fhall be iflued, ftri¢tly prohibiting all other 
perfons whatfoever, who are dependent on our government, to dear 
in thofe articles. 

“< 3dly, That application fhall be made to rhe Nabéb to iffue the like 
prohibition to all his offieers and fubjects of the diftricts where any 
quantity of either of thofe articles is manufactured or produced. 

s athly, That the falt fhall be purchafed by contract, on the moft 
reafonable terms, giving the preference to the factories of Dacca, 
Chittigong, Burdwan and Midnipore, for the produce of their re- 
{fpective diftricts, to the Fowzdar of Hoogly and the other Zemind4rs 
for the produce of Ingelee, Tumlook, Myfadell, &c. and to fuch 
perfons as may offer the moft reafonable propofal for the quantity 
produced in the Calcutta lands. 

“< sthly, That the beetle-nut and tobacco fhall, in like manner, be 
purchafed by contract, under fuch terms and conditions as upon pro- 
per enquiry fhall appear to the managers to be moft conformable to 
the intereft of the concerned. 

‘<< 6thly, That the contractors for the falt fhall agree to deliver it at 
certain fixed places, at a ftipulated rate per one hundred maunds, 
comprehending fuch an advance upon their contracts with the Zemin- 
dars and * Molunguees, as may be efteemed an equivalent to their 
rifk, trouble and bad dcbts. 

“< zthly, That as the advances will be made by the contractors to the 
Zemindars, &c. at certain periods of the feafon, in the ufual man- 





* The poor labouring people at the falt pans. 
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ner, fo fhallthe advance from the public company to the contractors 
be made in proportion thereto. 

“« 8thly, That the falt, beetle-nut and tobacco, thus purchafed by 
the public company, fhall be tranfported to a certain number of 
places for fale, to be there, and there only difpofed of by their agents; 
and that the country merchants may then become purchafers, and 
again tranf{port thofe articles whither they think they have the greateft 
profpect of profit. That by this means not only the frequent oppref- 
fions the inhabitants of the country have fuffered, by Europeans having 
permiffion to traverfe to every place for the fale of thofe commodities, 


= will be put a ftop to; but by thus referving to the natives and mer- 


chants a competent fhare of the profits both in the purchafe and fale, 
we may hope for the good effect of removing the general odium that 
has prevailed from our fecking to deprive them of every part of that 
trade. 

“< othly, That as it is apprehended fome difficulty will arife in fe- 
curing the produce of the Dacca and Chittigong diftricts, by reafon 
of the property of the lands being fcattered in a number of hands, 
all dependent oz the government, it is agreed, that application be 
made to the Nabéb for perwanahs on the feveral Zemindars of thofé 
diftricts, as well as thofe of Hoogly, &c. ftrictly ordering and re- 
quiring them to contract for all the falt that can be made on their 
lands, with the Englifh alone, and forbidding the fale to any other 
perfon or perfons whatfoever. 

‘“& tothly, That the Honourable Company fhall either fhare in this 
trade as proprietors, or receive an annual duty upon it, as may ap- 
pear to be moft for their intereft, when confidered with their other 
engagements and demands at this prefidency. 

‘“ rithly, That the Nabob fhall in like manner be confidered as may 
be judged moft proper, either as a proprietor, or by an annual nuz- 
zeranah to be computed upon infpecting a ftatement of his duties on 
falt in former years.. 

“ tathly, That the manner in which the Honourable Company and. 
the Nabob fhall be confidered, being once determined, the remain- 
der of this trade fhall be divided amongft the Company’s fervants 
arranged under certain claffes, and each clafs to fhare a certain pro- 
portion of the capital ftock. 

“ 13thly, That a committee of trade fhall be appointed to receive 
the management of this plan and profecute the fame in all its 
branches, and that they fhall be immediately authorifed to take mea- 





fures for raifing the fund at intereft, and to receive propofals and 
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fettle the contraéts ; and further, that for their affiftance in the work 
a períon fhall be appointed in the quality of their fecretary and ac- 
comptant. 

‘ The foregoing refolutions the Select Committee judge will be found 
a fufficient ground-work for commencing this trade, to be improved 
hereafter as circumftances may occur and direct; and it is therefore 
agreed, that they be delivered over to the committee of trade as foon 
as they are appointed, with inftructions to proceed in raifing the 
money and making the contraé¢ts. 

‘¢ ‘The points contained in the roth, 1rth, and 12th regulations, as 
their not being adjufted need be no impediment to the profecution 
of the bufinefs, fo the committee efteem them of fo much importance, 
that the fettlement of them fhould be delayed until the abfent mem- 
bers return to Calcutta, and they can be deliberated on at a full 
committee. Agreed, therefore, that the committee of trade be alfo 
advifed of this refolution, and that they fhall be hereafter informed 
of the diftribution which may be fettled, with any other regulations 
which may occur relative thereto for their government. 

“< Mr. Sumner acquaints the Committee, that being apprifed of the 
intention contained in the 3d and gth regulations, he defired Mr. 
Sykes, when he lately went up to Murfhedabid, to apply to the Na- 
bôb for the neceflary perwânahs for authorifing and facilitating this 
trade, and that he has accordingly received from that gentleman 
perwanahs for this purpofe, being one hundred and fix in number’, 
the fame he now prefents to the Committee, together with feveral 
papers of information which he has colleéted, regarding the produce 
of the different diftricts, and the conditions that falt can be contraé¢ted 
for. 

< Ordered, That they be delivered over to the committee of trade, 
for their guidance. 

‘¢ ‘Taking now into confideration the appointment of this committee 
of trade, the Select Committee are of opinion, that it fhould be com- 
pofed of two members of their body and two gentlemen of the Council. 
«© Agreed therefore, that we recommend to the Council to appoint. 
two of their members to be joined with two of the Committee, to 
conftitute this board and receive charge of the plan ; and at the fame 
time to appoint a proper perfon to the office of fecretary and ac- 
comptant.”’ 


* So eafy is our Nabéb on fuch occafions, that we here fee 106 grants or orders obtained on a 


fimple application from one of the gentlemen of the committee, before the regulations were adjufted. 
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guages, and pofted up in feveral parts of the town, of one of which the 
following is a true copy. 


& 
A 


ADVERTISEMENT. ‘** The Honourable the Court of Directors hav- 
ing thought proper to fend out particular orders for /imiting the in- 
land trade, in the articles of falt, beetle-nut and tobacco, the fame 
is now to be carried on, iz conformity to thofe orders, by a public ío- 
ciety of proprietors, to be formed for that purpofe ; and an exclufive 
right to the trade of thofe articles will be vceited ix this fociety, by an 
authority derived from the Company and from THE Nason ; all manner 
of perfons dependent upon the Honourable Company’s goyernment 
are hereby ftrictly prohibited from dealing in any refpet, direétly 
or indirectly, in the articles of falt, beetle-nut or tobacco, from the 
date hereof; that is to fay, that they fhall not enter into any new 
engagements, unlefs as contractors, either for the purchafe or fale of 
thofe articles, with the fociety of trade.” 





Shortly after, another Select Committee was held upon the fubject of 


this monopoly, of whofe proceedings the following is a copy, viz. 
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“ At a SELECT COMMITTEE held at Fort William the 18th Sep- 
‘< tember 1765. 


<< Prefent, 
The Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prefidene. 
* William Brightwell Sumner, 
“ John Carnac, 
“ Harry Verelft, and 
“ Francis Sykes, 








Efquires. 





“e Refuming the confideration of the plan for carrying on the inland- 


trade, in order to determine with refpeét to the company and the 
claffes of proprietors, the Committee are unanimoufly of opinion, that 
whatever furplus-monies the Company may find themfelves poffefled 
of, after difcharging their feveral demands at this prefidency, the fame 
will be employed more to their benefit and advantage in fupplying 
largely that valuable branch of their commerce, the China trade, and 
in affifting the wants of their other fettlements, and that it will be 
more for tneir intereft to be confidered as fuperiors of this trade, and 
receive a handjome duty upon it, than to be engaged as proprictors in the 
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Rocke Bcetowing therefore all due attention to the circumftance of 
the Company’s being at the fame time the head and matters of our 
fervice, and now come into the place of the country-government by his 
Mafefty’s royal grant of the dzwannee, it is agreed, that the inland- 
trade of the above articles fhall be fubject to a duty to the Company, 
after the following rates, which are calculated according to the beft 
judgment we can form of the value of the trade in general, and the 
advantage which may be expected to accrue froin it to the pro- 
prictors. 
« On falt, thirty-five per cent. valuing the hundred maunds at the 
rate of ninety Arcot rupees, and in confideration hereof the prefent 
callary-ciaty to be abolifhed. 
« On beetle-nut, tes per cent. on the prime coft. 
< On tobacco, twenty-five per cent. an ditto. 
“ By this calculation we hope may be produced a clear revenue to 
the Company of at ieaft one hundred thoufand pounds fterling per 
anxum; and fhould it appear, upon further experience of the trade, 
that the profits will admit of an increafle in thefe rates of duties, we 
hereby refolve, that a fair and impartial reprefentation of the fame 
fhall be made to our Honourable Mafters, in order to receive their 
direCtions ; as it is our fixed determination to render them all pof- 
fible fatisfaction in this point. 
‘¢ With refpect to the proprietors it is agreed and refolved, that they 
fhall be arranged into three claffes; that each clafs fhall be entitled 
to fo many fhares in the flock, and that a certain capital ftock fhall 
be agreed upon, in order to afcertain the value of each fharc. 
« According to this fcheme it is agreed, that clafs the firft fhall con- 
Gift of the governor, five fhares; the fecond, three fhares; the ge- 
neral, three fhares; ten gentlemen of the council, each two flares, 
twenty fhares: two colonels, each two fhares, four flares: in all 
thirty-five fhares for the firft clafs. 
« That clafs fecond fhall confift of one chaplain, fourteen junior 
merchants, and three lieutenant-colonels, in all eighteen perfons, 
who fhall each be entitled to one third of a counfellor’s proportion, 
or two thirds of a fhare, which makes in all twelve fhares for the íe- 
cond clafs ; we mean always to include in this number fuch junior 
merchants as the Company have thought proper to fix in their fer- 
vice, who, as well as the factors in the next clafs that may be re- 
{trained from rifing as covenanted fervants, fhall however be entitled 
to their full fhare of the advantages of this trade. 

LS] ‘¢ That 
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‘< That clafs third fhall confift of thirteen factors, four majors, four 
firft furgeons at the prefidency, two firft furgeons at the army, one 
fecretary to the council, one fub-accomptant, one Perfian tranflator, 
and one fub-export warehoufe-keeper ; in all twenty-feven pertons, 
who fhall each be entitled to one fixth of a counfellor’s proportion, or 
one third of one flare, and which makes in all eight * fhares for the 
third clats. 

‘ It is neceflary however to be obferved, that by this arrangement 
it is intended, and it is hereby accordingly ordered, that twelve 
flares in this trade fhall be allotted to eighteen perfons, compofed of 
the firft fenior and junior merchants, lieutenant-colonels, and chaplain 
or chaplains; all exceeding that number in thefe ranks muft ftand 
excluded until they can be included in it: and chaplains, be they 
more or lefs, to be reckoned only as one fenior or junior merchant. 
That eight fhares in this trade fhall in like manner always be allotted 
to twenty-four perfons compofed of the fenior factors, majors, fur- 
geons, and the three officers above fpecified: all exceeding that 
number of thofe ranks are not to fhare till they can be included 
in it. 

< ‘The Committee have thus fettled the arrangement of the claffes and 
the fhares in the ftock, but they leave to the committee of trade to 
afcertain the amount of the capital, as they muft be the mot com- 
plete judges of what fund will be required. 

“< ‘That the trade may meet with no interruption, and for the better 
regulating the fame, the committee of trade may from time to time 
form bye-laws, which having been communicated to, approved and 
figned by the body of proprietors, they (the committee) fhall be im- 
powered to enforce and carry into execution. 

‘“ ‘That the books of the fociety fhall be opened the firft of every Sep- 


tember, and clofed the 31ft of the following Auguft. That for the 


prefent year all perfons who fhall from this time be deemed proprie- 
tors, and whofe names fhall be enrolled by the committee of trade, 
agreeable to this fcheme of diftribution, fhall be entitled to their pro- 
portion of profits arifing on the trade during the courfe of the year, 
whether abfence or death fhould enfue ; and fo in all future years, 
after the names of the perfons who compofe the claffes flall have been 
regularly enrolled. 


* Here the Committee’s calculation was erroneous. It was afterwards altered, and this clafs was 


ana 2 aaa of twenty-eight perfons, at one third of a fhare each, making in all nine fhares and 
one third. 


« Refolved, 
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“ Refolved, That no perfon fhall fhare in a double capacity, and 
« receive a benefit at the fame time from his rank in the fervice, and 
** alfo from fuch employment as he may happen to enjoy. 

‘ Ordered, That a copy of thefe proceedings be prepared and laid 
“© before the Council, that they may tranfmit the fame, with their di- 
“ rections, to the committee of trade.” 


The reader will doubtlefS remark, that among the plaufible reafons 
alledged for the eftablifhment of this monopoly, it was faid to be in- 
tended as a means to prevent the oppreflion of the inhabitants of the 
country ; to remove the general odium which had prevailed of the Eng- 
lifh feeking to deprive them of every part of their trade, and to render 
all poffible fatisfaction to the Court of Directors. 

Extraordinary as were thofe effects pretended to be expected from fuch 
extraordinary meafures, we fhall not be lefs aftonifhed at the private 
reafons which were affigned for this eftablifhment by Lord Clive, in his 
feparate letter upon the fubject to the Court of Directors. ‘Fhey are 
as follow. 

Par. 16. ‘* The neceflity of rewarding the fuperior fervants, both 
« civil and military, is obvious, fince the large inveftment required by 
« the Company makes it impofflible for individuals who perform their 
« duty to acquire any thing confiderable by private trade. “The means 
«& of regulating this reward have frequently employed my attention, 
‘¢ and after the moft mature deliberation I have found none fo con- 
s venient, proper, or equitable as the trade in falt. If you grant a 
«< commiffion upon the revenues the fum will not only be large but 
« known to the world. The allowance being publicly afcertained, 
«< every man’s proportion will at all times be the occafion of much dif- 
“ courfe, envy and jealoufy. The Great will interfere in your appoint- 
‘¢ ments, and noblemen will perpetually folicit you to provide for the 
<% younger branches of their families. A commiffion upon your in- 
“< veltment, whether upon the provifion in Bengal, or the fales in Eu- 
“ rope, is liable to the fame objections. But if you allow your fervants 
‘ the liberty of benefiting themfelves by the trade in falt, the following 
s conveniencies will refult. 

Par. 17. 17°. ** An advance of four hundred thoufand or five hun- 
s dred thoufand pounds is required for carrying on the trade. If it 
“ be carried on by your fervants, the advance and the rifk will be 
s theirs: if it be carried on by you, the money muft be advanced out 
“< of the treafury, at your rifk, and you will confequently have the 
‘* lefs [pecie to fend home. 

2 Par. 
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Par. 18. 2%. © It is very eafy to proportion it in fuch a manner that 
s your fervants fhall not gain to alarger amount than they are in juitice 
‘¢ and equity entitled to. 

Par. 19. 3°. ** By the bringing it to Calcutta and Dacca, and by the 
*¢ lofs of boats, by the failure of contractors and many other accidents, 
‘¢ the profits muft always be precarious and uncertain, and confe- 
s quently unknown, except to the few who may take the trouble to 
** inveftigate the matter. 

Par. 20. 4%. ** It will be looked upon asa profit arifing from trade, and 

“ not from the pockets of the Company, which might be urged, if rewards 
s were given out of the revenues. But here you can affert, that this in- 
« dulgence, the only cquitable one you have to grant, is in confidera- 
< tion of the large inveftments ordered, which, if complied with, muft 
« {wallow up the trade of individuals; and indeed if this indulgence 
‘¢ be properly proportioned, all thofe fervants, who by their age and 
‘* ftanding are entitled to emoluments, would have no reafon to com- 
« plain, even were they altogether excluded from every article of trade 
which can interfere with the Company’s inveftments. 
Par. 22. “ Itis an erroneous opinion, that falt was formerly an open 
trade, it ever was, and ever muft be a monopoly. Some great favourite *, 
‘© or favourites always had the whole in their own hands, for which he 
“& not only paid an annual Pefhciifh, or acknowledgment in money to 
« the Subah, but likewife gave confiderable prefents both in money and 
‘* curiofities to him and to his minifters. But the natives can have no 
« juft caufe of complaint, provided they be furnifhed with this article 
more reafonably than formerly, which wi// certainly be the cafe, if the 
plan fent home by The Cruttenden be adopted with a few amend- 
ments.” 

And in the f general letter from the Select Committee of Calcutta to 
the Court of Directors, dated the 30th September 1765, figned by the 
Right Honourable Lord Clive, William Brightwell Sumner, John Car- 
nac, Harry Verelft, and Francis Sykes, Efquires, after a more mature 
confideration of this bufinefs, they give their fentiments in the fol- 
lowing words. 

Par. 32. “ By confulting our proceedings of the roth Auguft and 
e 18th September 1765, you will be able to judge of the progre{s we 
‘¢ have made ix carrying your orders into execution relative to the trade 
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* Inthe time of the Nabôb Allaverdy Khawn, his favourite, Cogee Wazeed, was irregularly allowed 
to farm the trade in falt: but that merchant fold his falt then at five hundred per cent, cheaper 
than it was fold by this Committee after the eftablifhment of the monopoly now under confideration. 

+ See AUTHENTIC PAPERS, page 97. 


ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 175 


in falt, beetle-nut and tobacco. This fubject we confidered with 
all the attention poffible, and regard to your intereft and the good 
s of the fervice. We found, that to remove the inconveniences of a free 
trade, preveiut the oppreffions daily committed, fave this valuable 
article of commerce from ruin, and cdiffufe the benefits refulting, indif- 
criminately, among all your fervants iutitled to duftucks, it was ne- 
“« ceffary to vefè the whole in an exclufive Company.” 

The Select Committee having formed tlofe regulations for the carry- 
mg on of this trade, Mr. Sumner, Mr. Verelit and two other gentlemen of 
Council were accordingly conftituted a Committee of trade, for receiving 
charge of the plan and managing it, on behalf of the body of proprie- 
tors; with authority to correfpond with the fubordinate factories, and 
to purfue all fuch meafures as might, conformably thereto, appear to 
them eligible and proper. And the neceflary advices and orders were 
accordingly given to the fubordinates, and publications of prohibition 
were iffued throughout the provinces. 

The capital ftock appointed by the Seleét Committee to be raifed for 
carrying on this trade, originally was current rupees 2,422,333-—-5—4, 
or, at 2s. 6d. per current rupee, 262,4201. fterling ; which was di- 
vided into 563 fhares of 43,000 current rupees each fhare, and the 
profits which might arife were appointed to be proportionably diftri- 
buted as follows. 















Perfons. Shares each. Total Shares. Capital Stock, 


To the Right Hon. L.Clive 1 - 5 = 5 = = 215,000 
William Brightwell Sum- 


ner, Efguire, - -= IT = 3 = 3° = 120,000 
General Carnac - - - I = 3 - 3- - 129,000 
To ten Countellors and 


two Colonels - - - 12 - 2 -24 - 1,032,000 








1,505,000 O O 
To Chaplain, fenior and 


junior Merchants, and 

Lieutenant Colonels - 18 - 
To Factors, Majors, and 

Surgeons ~- - - - 28 - 
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Perfons 61 564 Current rup. 2.429.833 5 «4 





The farce of ufing the Nabéb’s name was thought convenient to be 
played, as is ufual in all dark acts of this double government. The 
reader 
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reader will have perceived, as well in the proceedings of the Committee 
as in the foregoing Englifh advertifement, that this Nabob, if he muft 
be fo called, is introduced as joining with the Committee, and confent- 
ing to the ruin of bis fubje@s, the poor people of the country, who could 
not, for that reafon, pretend to, or entertain even a hope of redrefs. 

This Nabob, therefore, was actually made to iffue orders to all the 
Zemindars, or hereditary land-holders of the country, to attend at Cal- 
cutta, and enter into bond, to trade with the Committee only. An 
order of the Committee *, to the fame purpofe, went forth at the fame 
time: and the Zemindars were forced to repair to Calcutta, and enter 
into bonds accordingly : of which orders and bonds the following are 








copies. 
TRANSLATION, from the Perfian, of the Nabdb’s order to one of 
the Zemindars of the country, dated the of Saffer, or the 


Auguit 1765. 

<< To the gomaftah of Luckynarain, Chowdry of the Pergiinnah of 
s¢ Jollamootah. BE IT UNDERSTOOD, that a requeft has been made by 
s< the Governor and the gentlemen of the Committee and Council, to this 
‘s< purport, ‘* that until the contracts for falt of the faid gentlemen are 
‘s fettled, no falt fhall be made, or got ready in any diftri@; that a 
‘< gomaftah be fent to attend on the faid gentlemen, and having given a 
“< bond, he may then proceed to his bufinefs, and make falt ; but till the 
‘< bond be given to the Governor and the gentlemen of the Committee 
“< and Council, they fhould make none.” THEREFORE, this order is 
‘ written, that you fend, without delay, your gomáftah to the faid 
** gentlemen in Calcutta, and give your bond, and fettle your bufi- 
‘ nefs; and then proceed to the making of falt. In cafe of any delay, 
‘s it will not be for your good. Regard this as a ftriét order.” 

TRANSLATION, from the Perfian, of an order to one of the Zemin- 
dars, under the feal of the Committee. 


The Englifh Society of 
Merchants for buying 
and felling all the Salt, 
The Seal of |Beetle-nut and Tobacco 
in the Provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar and 
Orilla, &c. 







the Committe. 





* See Mr. VANSITTART’s Letter to the PROPRIETORS of East INDIA STOCK, printed for 
J. Newbery, 1767, page go. 
Trustye 
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« TRUSTY AND WELL BELOVED, Anundelal, we greet you well. 
Whereas it has been refolved, that whatever falt fhall be procurable 
in the {alt works of the Subahfhip of Bengal, &c. the trade thereof 
fhall be referred to the Englifh Sircar *, and fhall not be meddled 
with by others; to which pupofe a Perwanah from his Excellency, the 
Nabob, has iffued. 

“ Therefore this order is written, that the moment it reaches your 
hands you are to fend a Vakcel and a trufty Gomattah, that he may 
come here and receive ihe Nabol’s Pcrwaunah, 2nd att in obedience 
to the fame, and fettle the trade of your falt with the governor and 
the gentlemen.” 





TRANSLATION of one of the Mutchulcahs, or obligatory bonds, 


taken from the Zemindars. 


' fon a fingle meafure of falt. 


< I Jadooram, Chowdry of the Perginnah of Deroodummna, in the 
diftrict of Ingellee, agreeably to an order which has iffued from the 
Nabob to this purpofe, ‘‘ That I fhould attend upon the Gentlemen of 
the Committee and Council, in order to fettle my trade in falt, and 
that I fhould not deal with any other perfon ;”? do accordingly oblige 
myfelf, and give this writing, that, excepting the faid gentlemen 
called The Englifh Society of Merchants for buying and felling ali the 
falt, beetle-nut and tobacco in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and 
Oriffa, &c. I will on no account trade with any other perfon for 
the falt to be made in the year 1173 (Bengal ftile); and without their 
order I will not otherwife make away with, or difpofe of a fingle grain 
of falt; but whatever falt fhall be made within the dependencies of 
my Zemindary, I will faithfully deliver it all, without delay, to the faid 
focjety, and I will receive the money according to the agreement 
which I fhall make in writing; and I will deliver the whole and entire 
quantity of the falt produced, and, without the leave of the faid Com- 
mittee, I will not carry to any other place, nor fell to any other per- 
If fuch a thing fhould be proved againft 
me, I will pay to the Sircar of the faid fociety a penalty of five rupees 
for every maund. IN WITNEss whereof I have written this, by way 
of obligation. Dated the September 1765.” 








Orders of this kind were iffued to all the Rajahs and Zemindars of 


the Pergannahs where falt was to be had ; by virtue of which the pro- 
duce of the whole country was engrofied by the Committee, who paid 


* State, or government. Here it means the Company. 
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178 CONSIDERATIONS 
at the rate of 75 rupees per 100 maunds, for what was fold in many 
places for upwards of 500 rupees per 100 maunds; which in effect was 
making a poor inhabitant pay at the rate of 65 rupees for a quantity of 
falt which, in the common courfe of the trade, he would have bought 
for one rupec. 3 

The cxtraordinary fhares of the profits of this public monopoly to 
which the Select Committee-gentlemen helped themfelves, were not the 
only advantages they reaped from it. From the regulations which they, 
in their Seleét Committee, had previoufly agreed upon, they were firft 
apprized of the fudden effects which thote regulations could not fail of 
producing, in raifing the price of falt all over the country. They, 
therefore, availed themfelves of this fore-knowledge, and eftablifhed a 
private fociety, among themfelves, for buying up as much as they could 
of the ready-made falt, which lay difperfed in different parts. Mr. 
Verelft, who conduéted this feparate concern, and was one of their 
Committee, under the cloke ufually aflumed on fuch extraordinary 
occafions, of its being for the benefit of the Company’s affairs, was (at 
his own recommendation) appointed to a new and unprecedented em- 
ployment, that of * Supervifor of the provinces of Burdwan and Mid- 
nipore, where great quantities of falt are produced. ‘This gave Mr. 
Verelft an opportunity of affociating himfelf with the junior fervants 
under him at BurdwA4n, in a contract for delivering to the Committee 
all the falt produced in that province, which he accordingly did; as 
may be feen in the copy of an indenture executed with the Committee 
upon this occafion, in our Appendix, N° XLII. page 151. 

The concerned in the faid private fociety, which was very extenfive 
in its operations, were the Right Honourable Lord Clive, William 
Brightwell Sumner, General John Carnac, Harry Verelft and Francis 
Sykes, Efquires, as will appear, on examining N° XLIII. of our 4%- 
pendix, page 158, which is a copy of an original indenture of affign- 
ment, executed by his Lordfhip, upon felling out his own fhares in the 
public and private focieties. 

No means were neglected, by the gentlemen concerned in this private 
fociety, to engrofs the whole of the ready-made falt in the country : 
and fuch methods were fomctimes taken by their agents, or gomaftahs, 
as necefflitated the owners to part with what falt they had on hand for 
whatever their agents were pleafed to offer. And though, as we have 
fhewn in the X1Vth chapter, the intereft of the country and Company 
were alledged on other occafions to be greatly injured by permitting 
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* See AUTHENTIC PAPERS concerning INDIA AFFAIRS, pages 89. 170. 187, &c. 
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European agents to refide in the inland parts of the country, neverthe- 
leis, upon the prefent occafion, thofe pretended inconveniencies were 
overlooked; and, in confequence of an application from the Committee 
of Trade to the Select Committee, feveral gentlemen were appointed 
and ftationed at the following different places, as agents for the fales of 
the Committee’s falt, beetle-nut and tobacco; viz. 


Meffieurs Charles Bloomer, - - - at Dinagepore, 
Pitt Lethieulier, - - - - Durbunga, 
Hugh Baillie, - - - - - Gualparah, 
Thomas Lewis, - - - =- Rungpore, 
William Benfley, = - = Carangolah, 
John Robinfon, - - - -  Nabobgunge, 
James Hargrave, - - - - £Chilmary, 
John Corfar, - - - - - Silhettand Patna, 
William Semple, - - - -~ Rajabarry, 
Abraham Leflie, - + - =- befides others, 


who were fent to Backergunge and Nabobgunge to build boats. 

The gentlemen concerned in the private fociety did not fail to 
avail themfelves of the fervices of thefe agents of the public monopoly, 
for the difpofal of their private falt. In confequence of an application 
for that purpofe from the partners in the Committee of Trade below, 
to the partners in the Select Committee above, licence was eafily 
obtained, as may be feen by the following fhort proceedings upon the 
occafion. 


‘< At a SELECT COMMITTEE, held the oth January 1766 ; 


s Prefent, The Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prefident ; 
« William Brightwell Sumner, Efq; and 
‘* Brigadier General Carnac. 


‘“ Received a letter from the Committee of Trade, requefting leave 
«< for their agents to difpofe of the balances of falt belonging to private 
“ merchants, now on hand, which they imagine will conduce to the 
£ intereft of the fociety. 

< Agreed, we acquaint the Committee of Trade, that we grant their 
“ requett, in confideration they think it will be a public benefit.” 


The eftimate of the profits arifing upon the firft year’s trade of this 
public monopoly, which among other India papers was laid before the 
Honourable Houfe of Commons, in the year 1768, was greatly under- 
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rated. ‘The real net profits on the firft year’s ftock which have been 
actually received by the concerned, down to the month of December 
1770, exclufive of their fhares of large out-{tanding debts ftill coming 
in, have been nearly as follow ; viz. 





Net profit of the 





Perfons, Shares each. Total Shares. firft year’s capital. 
The Rt. Hon. Rob. L.Clive r - 5 - 45 - - £. fterling 21,179 40 
W. Brightw. Sumner, Efq; 1 - 3 - 3--- - - - 12,707 IO O 
General Carnac - - - - - t = 3 =» gess E a & 52,707 10 O 
Ten Counfellors and two 
Colonels - - - - - - - 2 = 2 ~24--°+2 = = £01,660 4 @ 


Chaplain, fenior and ju- 
nior Merchants, and 





Lieutenant Colonels - 18 - 2 -12--- - = = 50,830 20 
Factors, Majors & Doctors28 - 3} - 93 -- -~ - - 39,534 IOO 
Perfons 6I 56; £- fterling 238,619 o o 











The Court of Eaft India Directors repeatedly, and in the ftrongeft 

terms, forbade this monopoly in falt, beetle-nut and tobacco; and par- 
ticularly in their General Letter to Bengal per the Lord Camden, dated 
the r9th February 1766, wherein they pofitively directed their Gover- 
nor and Council to make a formal renunciation, by fome folemn act to 
be entered on their records, of all right to trade in thofe articles ; di- 
recting their faid Prefidency to tranfmit fuch renunciation ın form fo 
the Nabéb, in the Perfian language, with adding thefe exprefs words: 
< Whatever government may be eftablifhed, or whatever unforcfeen occur- 
<< rences may arife, it is aur refolution to prohibit, and we do abjilutely 
“<< forbid this trade in falt, beetle-nut and tobacco.” 
In all their fubfequent letters they continued to repeat this prohi- 
bition, giving as their fentiments, that ‘* fuch innovations and illegal 
“ trafic had laid the foundation of all the bloodfied, maflacres and 
“& confufion which had happened in Bengal.” 

Upon receipt of thefe repeated orders from England, the Right Ho- 
nourable Prefident and the Gentlemen of the Select Committee took 
them again into their ferious confideration. However, they did not 
proceed to abolifh the monopoly, but determined upon continuing it 
for another year; wi/é/y increafing the duties to be received upon the 
trade by the Company to fuch an amount as might either fecure their 
confent and approbation of the fyf{tem from the magnitude of the tum, 


or their connivance at it, fo far as to prevent retrofpects, from the 
3 difficulties 
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ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 181 
difficulties of refunding, and of being themfelves fo deeply involved in 
the plan. 

As the reafons which were given for this continuation of the mono- 
poly are no lefs curious than thoie which were given for its original 
eftablifhment, and will beft fpeak for themfelves to the intelligent rea- 
der, we fhall give them at large from the original proceedings. 





«© At a Select Comunittee, held the 3d September 1766. 


“ Prefent, The Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prefident ; 
** Brigadier General Carnac, and 
« Harry Verelft, Efquire. 


After mentioning, that the Court of Directors had recommended 
to his Lordfhip, to confider of a plan for fettling the falt trade, his 
Lordfhip proceeds in his minute as follows. ‘* By all their letters 
** of laft year, and by feveral of this, the Directors ftill feemed inclined 
to wait for our reprefentation, but by their letter of the roth Fe- 
“ bruary laft, by the Lord Camden, they pofitively forbid their fervants 
to have any concern whatfoever in this trade. At that time indeed 
“ they could not have had the leaft idea of the favourable change in the 
<< affairs of thefe provinces, whereby the intereft of the Nabéb with regard 
“ to falt is no longer immediately concerned. When we firft took this 
*< important matter into confideration, I joined in opinion with the reft 
“ of the Committee, that if the trade could be put upon fuch a footing, 
“s that the Nabob fhould receive more than had been received by any of his 
< predeceffors, the Company be amply confidered, the natives hecome pur- 
<< chafers upon terms full as reafonable as in former times; the fervants 
*“ might be indulged in the privilege, under fuch certain rules and reftric- 
“* tions as would make the trade carry with it as little as poffible the 
“* odious form of a monopoly. ‘Thefe points having been fettled, I con- 
‘s fented to the plan laid down laft year ; my abfence from the Prefi- 
«< dency, the multiplicity of affairs then in agitation, wherein the peace 
“« and tranquillity of the provinces, the intereft of the Gompany, and 
*% the honour of the nation were more immediately concerned, pre- 
‘* vented my paying that attention I could have wifhed to that impor- 
** tant object. Although by the acquifition of the Dewannee, the whole 
of the duties belong to the Company, and by the diligence and zeal of 
the Members of the Committee of Trade, many ufeful reformations 
had taken place, yet from my obfervations, when I was laft up the 
country, and from the heavy complaints againfi Europeans for the 

“* monopoly 














y TA A 
= r 
ile . - PAN 
pe t 
D J 
rs J -_ 
£ 
DR) 


182 CONSIDERATIONS 


cc 


éé 


monopoly of trade in general, I find that the induftrious native is ftill 
deprived of that fhare to which he has an undoubted and more na- 
tural right; nor is it yet upon that equitable footing which ju/tice as 
well as þumanity would incline this Committee to eftablifh. <A few 
weeks more muit bring us the final refolution of the Court of Direc- 
tors, in anfwer to our difpatches by the Admiral Stevens, and if, 
notwithftanding the prefent fituation of their affairs, they fhould 
think proper to repeat their orders per Lord Camden, it will be our 
duty to obey them, and Iam perfuaded they will be obeyed by this 
Committee: but if, on the contrary, upon receipt of our reprefenta- 
tions, they fhould change their fentiments, and approve of the regu- 
lations we have already made, no time fhould be loft on our part in 
eftablifhing the mode for carrying on the trade in future. The con- 
fidence which the Diredéors have been pleafed particularly to expre{s in 
my endeavours to fettle, upon an equitable plan, that trade which has 
been the fource of Jo many evils, cannot but promote my zeal for the 
caufe, and make me anxioufly wifh to fee every regulation that you 
may join with me in thinking necefflary to take place. 

“ The Company’s duties I beg leave to propofe fhall be increafed ; 
the fervants ftill receive a reafonable fhare of emolument, and the 
terms upon which the natives are finally to be concerned, advan- 
tageoufly fixed. 

‘s ft. That all falt provided by the Society of Trade fhall be fold at 
Calcutta, and at other places where it is made, and no where elfe. 

‘© 2d. That the price of falt fhall not exceed two rupees per maund, 
or 200 for too maunds. 

< 3d. That the falt fhall be fold to the natives only, who are to 
tran{port it to every part of Bengal, Bahar and Oriff_a, and to have 
the whole profits arifing from the fale thereof, and that no Company’s 
fervant, free merchant, or European fhall be concerned in that article 
directly, nor indireétly. 

‘< 4th. That the Calcutta and black merchants fhall be limited to a 
certain proportion of purchafe, but that no Banyáns, or fervants what- 
ever belonging to any European, fhall be included or have any con- 
cern therein. 

‘“ 5th. That every endeavour be made ufe of to encourage the fub- 
{tantial merchant either to come down in perfon to the place where 
the falt is provided, or to fend their agents, in order to purchate or 
tran{port their falt to the different places of fale. 


« 6th. 
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“« 6th. That a certain price be fixed for the fale of every maund of 
falt at every town, market, or village, where the falt is fold, accord- 
ing to the diftance and former cuftom. 
“<< wth. That if falt be fold at any of the Baz4rs or markets for one 
cowry above the ftipulated price, the vender fhall not only forteit all 
the {íalt there found in his pofleffion, but be liable to a forfeit of 
one thoufand rupees for every hundred maunds of falt fo fold ; and the 
money fo forfeited fhall go, one half to the informer and one half 
to the government. 
“ 8th. That the minifters at Murfhedabid and Patna have copies fent 
them of thefe new regulations, and that they be defired to apply to the 
Nabób to make the fame known throughout the three provinces; and 
that every Fowzdar, rc. fee that they be put in exccution, upon pain 
of being difmiffed from their employments. 
“ oth. This bufinefs being entirely commercial, I propofe that in the 
inftrument of agreement for next year it fhall be provided, that the 
Society of Trade be anfwerable to the Board for their conduét; that 
the Board may either make new regulations, or amend thofe made 
by the Society of Trade, as they fee fit, and that, in cafe of neceifity, 
the Select Committee fhall have power to controul the whole. 
“ roth. That a duty of 50 per cent. be paid to the Company upon all 
the falt provided on their own lands, and 50 per cent. zo the govern- 
ment upon all the falt provided upon the lands of the government, 
and 15 per cent. upon beetle: which duties will in fad be brought to 
the Company’s credit, which, according to the prefent ftate of the falt 
trade will produce the Company from 12 to 13 lacks of rupees per 
annum. 
‘< The prohibition of a free inland trade, however difagreeable to 
individuals, muft now take place, and be confined zo imports ana 
exports, and their immediate returns, which returns fhall be made 
only to the prefidency, or to one or other of the eftablifhed factories. 
The Company are Sovereigns in India: and they have declared, that 
the trade carried on for thefe four years paft is an ufurpation, not 
only of their prerogative, but of the privileges of the natives, and 
repugnant to the exprefs and repeated orders of the Court of Di- 
rectors. The indulgence however in the trade of falt upon the footing 
I hope it will now be eftablifhed, fhould, in my opinion, obviate all 
complaints ; fince it feems to be the moft equitable Mopvus between 
the Company and their fervants, and at the fame time a diftribution 
of natural right to the people of the country. Confidering that the 
‘* late 
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« late great advantages of unlimited trade are cut off, I cannot ima- 
<< pine the Court of Directors will deny their fervants this fhare of be- 
« nefit, as a recompence for their care and affiftance in the manage- 
<< ment of the important concerns of thefe provinces. On the other 
‘s hand, I would have the fervants look upon thefe emoluments as a 
‘© gift from the hands of their employers, offered to them annually in 
<< reward of their fidelity ; and which will certainly be with-held from 
“< them, if ever their authority fhould be refifted, and difcontent and ra- 
‘© pacity take place of gratitude and moderation.” 

« His Lordfhip’s minute being read and maturely confidered, the 
« regulations therein fpecified are unanimoufly approved.” 

The capital ftock for the fecond year was divided into fixty fhares, 
and amounted to current rupees 2,400,000, Or, at 2S. 6d. per rupee, 
260,000 pounds fterling. And the profits which have actually accrued 
upon this fecond year’s capital, and been received by the proprietors 
upon their refpective fhares, down to the month of December 1770, 
exclufive of balances ftill outftanding, are as follow, viz. 


On the Right. Hon. Lord Clive’s - 5 Shares - L.16,656 5 0 
William Brightwell Sumner, Efq; his 3 - - - - 95993 15 9 
Brigadier General Carnac’s - - 3 - - - - 95993 15 9 
The reft of the fervants - - - 49 ~- - = 163,23 50 

60 L. 199,875 00 





The reader will doubtlefs have obferved in the former part of this 
chapter, that an authority for eftablifhing this monopoly was pretended 
to have been received from the Nabéb, and that his interefi, or that of 
the country government was to be properly attended to, particularly as 
exprefled in the proceedings of the roth Auguft 1765, by confidering 
him either as a proprigtor, or by an annual prefent, tote computed 
upon infpecting a ftatement of his duties on falt in former years. Not- 
withftanding which, in the 8th and roth articles agreed to in the Select 
Committee of the 3d September 1766, we find the Nabdb’s officers, 
throughout the three provinces, were to be dilfmiffed from their em- 
ployments, in cafe *they did not carry into execution the regulations 
refolved on by the Committee: and we are told, that the duties eftablifhed 
upon this trade in the Nabob’s name would, in fact, be brought to 
the credit of the Company, as being the Sovereigns in India. Contra- 
dictions of this nature will be frequently obferved in the courfe of thefe 

{heets, 
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fheets, as well in the proceedings of the Directors, as in thofe of their 
fervants abroad, fince the farce of their double government commenced: 
for it is a difficult thing confiftently to fupport a falfity, or fiction, 
through a variety of circumftances at different and diftant periods of 
time. 

Many and various were the opprcfiions exercifed in the conducting 
of both the public and private monopolies, of which we are now treat- 
ing: to enumerate them would be a difagreeable and tedious, if not an 
endlefs tafk ; neverthelefS, in fupport of the truth of this affertion, we 
will briefly mention a few circumftances. 

In the 6th and 7th articles of the regulations eftablifhed by the Seleét 
Committee, in their proceedings of the 3d Septembcr 1766, it is or- 
dained, that the falt of the fecond vear’s monopoly flhould be fold at 
certain prices, to be fixed at every town or village, and that if any of 
the perfons who were purchafers of the Committee’s falt, fhould fell any 
at thofe markets for oze cowry above the ftipulated price, the vender 
fhould not only forfeit alf the falt found in his poffeffian there, but be 
liable to a forfeit of one thoufand rupees for every -hundred maunds 
of falt fo fold ; and the falt and money fo forfeited fhould go, one half 
to the informer, and one half to the government. 

In confequence of this regulation, many merchants were fined in a 
very arbitrary manner, particularly fome of the principal black mer- 
chants of Calcutta, as Sooberambyfack, Moddundutt and others, who 
had purchafed of the Committee-falt to a very large amount, and were 
accufed of having fold at above the prefcribed price. The Select Com- 
mittee, in the fummary way adopted by themfelves, without any ju- 
dicial form, or procefs whatever, collected among thefe merchants to 
the amount of fome thoufands of pounds *, which were faid to have 
been appropriated in as arbitrary a manner to the erecting of the Court- 
houfe, a public building in Calcutta. 

Upon the eftablifhment of the private copartnerfhip, or fociety, of the 
gentlemen of the Committee among themfelves, there was an Armenian 
merchant, named Parfeek Arratoon, who had about 20,000 maunds of 
falt lying in warehoufes, upon the borders of the Rungpore and Dina- 
gepore provinces. The Armenian, fenfible, as well as the gentlemen 
of tue Committee, that.the price of falt would rife, ordered his go- 
maftah to faften up his warehoufes, and not to fell. As the retailing 
of this falt in thofe parts might hurt the partnerfhip’s fales, it was 
thought expedient at any rate, if poffible, to get pofflefflion of it. Upon 


* One of them told the writer, that 40,000 rupees had been levied on this occafion. 
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failure of the artifices which were practifed to induce the gomáftah to 
fell it, the Armenian merchant’s warehoufes were broke open, the falt 
forcibly taken out and weighed off, and a fum of money eftimated to 
be the price of it, was forced upon the Armenian’s gomáftah, on his 
refufing to receive it. Such are the fats fworn to in the depofitions 


of feveral witnefles, upon an aétion, or bill of complaint filed in the 
Mayor’s Court of Calcutta, the 15th September 1767, by Parfeek Arra- 
toon, plaintiff, againft the gomaftahs, or agents of Mef. Verelft and 
Sykes, for current rupees 60,432. And if the proceedings of the 
Mayor’s Court have been tranfinitted home with the fame punétual re- 
gularity as formerly, there muft be fufficient proof of thefe facts among 
the records now in Leaden-hall-ftreet. 

Having laid before the reader an account of what have been the actual 
and realifed profits of the two years trade of this grand monopoly, we 
will now endeavour to fhew, at one view, the amount of what the na- 
tives may be juitly faid to have been fleeced of in that fpace of time, 
nothwithftanding the pious profeffions of the Select Committee, shar 
they fhould he fupplied as reafonably as before. 








The amount of the capital ftock employed 

the firft year, is C. R" 2,422,333 5 4 

or, at 2s. 2d. per C. R. £. fterling 262,420 0 o 
Ditto, C. R” 2,400,000 at Do. 2d year 260,000 0 oO 











522,420 





Profit, viz. 
On the Rt. Hon. Lord Clive’s 

5 fhares, the firft year - 21,179 400 
Ditto, 2d year ~- - - - 16,656 50 

37,835 9 © 

On William Brightwell Sum- 

ner, Efquire, his 3 fhares, 

the firft year - = T2707 ro o 
Ditto, 2d year - - 9:993 I5 © 
e 22,701 5 © 





On GeneralCarnac’s 3 fhares, 


the firft year - - 12,707 I0 © 
Ditto, 2d year - - 99093 I5 O 
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Carried forward, 83,237 19 o 5225420 
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Brought over $3,237 19 0 
On the reft of the Company’s 
fervants, 453 fhares, the 
firft year - - 192,024 16 o 
Ditto, 49 fhares, 2d year 163,23 5 œ 





355,256 I O 








Total of the firft coft and profit for two years - - 

Extraordinary duties paid in two years to the Nabób, the 
country government, or the Exglifh Company, whichfoever 
the reader pleafes to call it, 26 lacks, at 2s. 2d. per 

current rupee - - - - - m a 

Extraordinary charges beyond the common ceourfe of the 
trade, to which the Committee was expofed from the 
employment of European agents and other caufes, efti- 
mated at leaft at 6 lacks, or - - a j 

Outítanding debts on the two years trade, which have been 
or will be recovered by the influence of the country go~ 
vernment, eftimated, to the time of the above calculation 
of profits, at ro lacks, or - - - . 








Total received from the natives = S - i 


Dedućt, 

Firft coft of thofe commodities for two years £. 522,420 
Allowance for what the profits would have 

been in the ufual and fair way of trade, as 

practifed when the monopoly took place, at 

30 per cent. - - - - - 156,726 
Duties which might have been collected in the 

ufual manner on this trade, in the ftate it 

then was, for two years: we will make a 

large allowance in the fum of ~ - 50,000 
To this muft be added what was feparately 

gained by the under-monopolizers ; who, 

agreeably to the regulations, purchafed 

falt, &c. in the grofs from the Committee, 

being chiefly Bany4ns of the gentlemen 





Carried forward 729,146 
| Aaa J 
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522,420 


438,494. 
960,914 





281,666 


65,000 


108,333 








E,415;913 


1,415,913 
them- 








RATIONS 


Brought over 729,146 1,415,913 
themfelves, and who tranfported it to and 
retailed it in the inland country. The net 
profits under this head may be juttly efti- 
mated, upon falt and beetle-nut, at leaft at 
12 lacks, or - ~ - - I 30,000 
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859,146 
Arifing on the public monopoly - - - 556,767 


To which muft be added the concerns of the feparate 
private fociety, among the gentlemen of the Select 
Committee, already mentioned, as far only as has 
come to public knowlege, viz. 








One concern, as taken notice of in the Right Honourable 
Lord Clive’s affignment, N° XLIII. in our Appendix, 

page 158, = - of 497,001 Maunds, 

And of one other, - - 40,000 








Maunds, 537,001. Upon which we 
may fafely allow the gentlemen to have gained, at the 
loweft eftimation, a clear profit of two current rupees 
per maund, making 1,074,002 rupees, at 2s. 2d. - r16,350 


w 


£- 673,117 





By this eftimate, which we hope will be allowed very juft by 
all períons acquainted with the branch of which we treat, it 
appears, that upon the trade of two years there has been to the 
amount of fix hundred and feventy-three thoufand one hundred and 
feventeen pounds fterling collected for the benefit of about fixty per- 
fons, from the natives in general, upon this fingle monopoly of what 
are confidered there to be all neceffaries of life (and the moft material 
one is actually fuch in all countries) more than they would have paid 
for the fame, had the trade continued open and free to all who paid 
the eftablifhed duties. 

In a country where the nature of commerce is fo well underftood, it 
muft be needlefs to fwell this chapter, already too long, with fuch in- 
ferences, drawn from the facts here laid before the public, as muft appear 

obvious 
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obvious to every one at the firft view. Every merchant will agree 
with us in one general conclufion, that fuch a monopoly muft have 
been in the higheft degree injurious to the population and manufactures 
of the country; and we will venture to affert, that, above all others, 
it has principally contributed to that decreafe of trade, and the diftrefs 
under which Bengal has laboured ever {ince the eftablifl’ment of this 
monopoly. 

We had almoft forgot, before we difmiffed this head of our fubjeé, 
to put the reader in poffeffion of a key for the underfltanding of fuch 
parts of the proceedings of the committees herein taken notice of, as 
were calculated to evade the carrying into execution of the orders of the 
Eaft India Directors refpecting this trade. 

Soon after the eftablifhment of the monopoly, the Right Honourable 
Lord Clive and the gentlemen of the Committees and Council (appre- 
henfive that they fhould not receive the approbation of the Direétors of 
the Company for this eftablifhment) entered into an indenture, or bond 
of indemnity to each other, by which they engaged, under a confder- 
able penalty, That ‘* provided any order or direction fhould iffue or 
“ be made by the faid Court of Directors in England, thereby ordering 
‘“ and dire¢ting the faid exclufive joint trade and merchandize to be 
** diffolved or put to an end, or that might hinder and ftop the carrying 
‘“ on the fame, or contain any thing contrary to their regulations, they, 
“ the faid Right Honourable Lord Clive, &c. members of the Com- 
** mittees and Council, fhould and would, notwithftanding any fuch 
‘ order or direction, keep up, continue and enforce, or caufe to be 
“ kept up, continued and enforced, the faid exclufive joint trade and 
‘¢ merchandize,” as the reader will fee at large, by a copy of the faid 
original indenture or deed of indemnity given in our Appendix, N° 
XLIV. page 16I. 


CHAP. 





% oy 
£ 2 
J a ¥\7 
f . * . + l 
> t 
b = 
ra 
T; 
a 
Q 


Er 
[<< 


190 CONSIDERATIONS 


g 
° = 
S 
S 
Yot 


CHAP XIV. 


ON the GENERAL MODERN TRADE of the Encrtisyu in BENGAL: 
on the OPPRESSIONS and MONOPOLIES which have been the 
Cavses of the DECLINE of TRADE, the DECREASE of the RE- 
VENUES, and the prefent RUINOUS CONDITION of AFFAIRS in 
BENGAL. 


ITHOUT the reader has confidered and bears in his mind the 

ftate of Hindoftan, fince the fubverfion of the empire, the de- 
pendency on the Englifh Company of the prince whom they call The 
Grand Mogul, the condition of their collectors, whom they call The Na- 
bibs of Bengal, the fituation of individuals, and the ftate of juftice in 
thofe dominions, as fet forth, particularly in our third, fourth, fifth, 
fixth, ninth and tenth chapters, he will be {carce able to conceive a 
poffibility of the exiftence of fuch cruel oppreflions and ruinous mea- 
fures as have taken place in the Bengal provinces of late years, but 
particularly, fince ‘‘ the Englifh Eaft India Company are become the So- 
<< vereigns of a rich and potent kingdom, and their goverument in Bengal 
< a military as well as civil government * ” 

Having alfo, towards the end of our eighth chapter, faid fomething 
on the nature of the prefent trade of the Englifh Company, and of the 
difference between that and the trade of individuals and other nations 
in Bengal, we muft beg leave to refer the reader thereto, that we may 
avoid troubling him with repetitions in this place. 

When the Grand Mogul, Furrukhfeer, granted his firmaun for ex- 
empting the Englifh from the payment of all duties, their trade was 
very infignificant, as well as their legal pofleffions of lands, which, as 
we have feen, were by the firmaun circum{cribed within forty begas, or 
about fifteen acres round every factory. At that time, and alfo for 
many years afterwards, even down tothe year 1753, it was the cuftom 
for the Company in Bengal generally to provide their goods upon con- 
tracts with the merchants of the country, who received a part of the 
money in advance, which were called daduey-advances. ‘Thefe mer- 
chants, who were Known by the appellation of daduey-merchants, con- 
tracted under penalties, to deliver the goods, at {tated times and prices, 








® See a LETTER from Lorp CriveE and the SELECT COMMITTEE to the CourT of DIREC- 
rors, and the Postscript to the LETTRR of Mef. LEycEsTER and GRAY, AUTHENTIC 
PAPERS, pages 92, and 195, &c. 
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at the Company’s principal fettlement, and were of courfe amenable to 
the laws of the country when they or their agents were guilty of any 
irregular practices. Jn that fituation, the detriment accruing to the 
government, from the great partiality fhewn to the Englifh in pre- 
ference to the Mogul’s fubjecéts, was, as hath been fhewn in another 
place, comparatively inconfiderable: but the Mogul certainly had no 
conception of the height to which that trade would be carried, on 
which he had granted fo unlimited an exemption from duties. 

The preference granted to the Englifh, gave them great advantages 
when they came to deal with the weavers in the inland country, where 
the factors and gomaftahs employed by the Company, on this change 
in the mode of providing their inveftment, were in general treated with 
great refpect. This influence increafed with the power of the Englifh 
Company ; fo that after the defeat of Serajah al Dowlah, in 1756, that 
Nabob was made to engage, ‘* that he or his officers fhould, on no 
‘“ account interfere with the gomaftahs of the Enplifh; but that care 
** fhould be taken that their bufinefS might not be obftructed in any 
“< way.” And thefe gomaftahs fo well availed themfelves of this new 
acquired power, that after the Company, by their fubftitutes, had made 
their firt Nabob, Jaffier Ally Khawn, in the year 1757, their black 
gomaftahs in every diftrict affumed a jurifdiction which even the au- 
thority of the Rajahs and Zemind4rs in the country durft not with- 
ftand. Inftances of this influence, fo detrimental to the country, are 
to be met with in every page of Mr. Vanfittart’s Narrative. 

In this fituation of things, as the trade of the Company increafed, 
and with it the inland trade of individuals alfo in a much greater pro- 
portion, thofe evils, which at firft were {carcely felt, became at laft 
univerfal throughout the Bengal provinces: and it may with truth be 
now faid, that the whole inland trade of the country, as at prefent 
conducted, and that of the Company’s inveftment for Europe in a more 
peculiar degree, has been one continued fcene of oppreflion : the bane- 
ful effects of which are feverely felt by every weaver and manufacturer 
in the country, every article produced being made a monopoly; in 
which the Englifh, with their Bany4ns and black gomaftahs, arbitrarily 
decide what quantities of goods each manufacturer fhall deliver, and 
the prices he fhall receive for them. 

To increafe the amount of the Company’s inveftment of goods for 
Europe, beyond what was fent by his predecefilor, has been the con- 
{tant endeavour of every fucceeding Governor of Bengal, in order to 
acquire reputation with the Company. To obtain this increafe great 
ftrictnefs has been ufed with, and great hardfhips have been exercifed 
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on the manufacturers, who are in general now monopolized by the 
Englifh Company and their fervants, as fo many flaves ; which has oc- 
cafioned frequent complaints from the agents of the French and Dutch 
Companies, and thole propofals for a participation of the weavers, of which 
we have taken notice at the conclufion of our cighth chapter. The fe- 
verities practifed towards thefe poor people, who are generally both 
manufacturers and hufbandmen, are {fcarcely. to be defcribed ; for it 
frequently happens, as we have obferved in another placc, that while 
the officers of the collections are diftrefling them one way for their efta- 
blifhed rents, the peons from the Company’s gomAaftahs, on the other 
hand, are preffing them for their goods in fuch manner, as to put it 
out of their power to pay their rents. However excufable the opprefling 
of manufacturers might have appeared in the Company, as merchants, 
while the country belonged to another power, and the profit arifing 
from trade was their only object in view, now, when they are become 
the Sovereigns of Bengal, the continuation of fuch a practice can no 
otherwife be confidered than like the ideot-practice of killing the prolific 
hen to get her golden eggs all at once. 

But for the better underftanding of the nature of thefe oppreffions, 
it may not be improper to explain the methods of providing an inve/i- 
ment of piece goods, as conducted either by the export warchoufe-keeper 
and the Company’s fervants at the fubordinate factories, on the Company’s 
account, or by the Enghlfh gentlemen in the fervice of the Company, 
as their own private ventures. In either cafe, factors, or agents called 
gomaftahs are engaged at monthly wages by the gentleman’s Banyan ; 
there being generally, on each expedition, one head gomaftah, one mó- 
huree or clerk, and one cafh-keeper, with fome peons and hircarahs; the 
latter being for the purpofe of intelligence, or carrying letters to and 
fro, which, for want of regular pofts, every merchant does at his own 
expence. Thefe are difpatched, with a Perwanah from the Governor 
of Calcutta, or the chief of a fubordinate to the Zemindar of the di- 
ftri¢ts where the purchafes are intended to be made; directing him not 
to impede their bufinefs, but to give them every affiftance in his power. 
The next ftep is to purchafe a convenient fum in fuch ípecies of ru- 
pees in the Bazar, at the batta current among the Shroffs, or money- 
changers, as will beft anfwer in the intended diftricts of purchale, which 
is difpatched for the firft advances to the weavers; and afterwards, 
generally a proportion of fuch goods as it is imagined can be fold ad- 
vantageoufly in the faid diftricts, and realized in time for the latter ad- 
vances, in full, to the weavers, are alfo dif{patched, with the Com- 
pany’s duftuck, and configned to thefe gomaftahs. Upon the gomatftah’s 
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arrival at the aurung, or manufacturing town, he fixes upon a habitation 
which he calls his Cutcherry ; to which, by his peons and hircarahs, he 
fummons the brokers, called Dallals, and Pykars, together with the 
weavers; whom, after receipt of the money difpatched by his matter, 
he makes to fign a bond for the delivery of a certain quantity of gaods, 
at a certain time and price, and pays them a part of the money in ad- 
vance. The allent of the poor weaver is in general not deemed ne- 
ceffary ; for the gomaftahs, when employed on the Company’s inveft- 
ment, frequently make them fign what they pleafe; and upon the 
weavers refufing to take the money offered, it has been known they 
have had it tied in their girdles, and they have been fent away with 
a flogging. The Dallals are brokers, who are ufually and neceflarily 
employed by the gomaftahs, as knowing and having accounts with all 
the weavers of the ref{pective diftricts. They are often as much oppreffed 
as the weavers; but when feparately employed they always make the 
latter pay for it. Under the Dallals, the Pykárs are an inferior fet 
of brokers, who manage the minutie of bufinefs between the weavers 
and the Dallals, as thefe laft do with the gomiaftahs. A number of 
thefe weavers are generally alfo regiftered in the books of the Company’s 
gomaftahs, and not permitted to work for any others; being tranf- 
ferred from one to another as fo many flaves, fubjeét to the tyranny 
and roguery of every fucceeding goméaftah. The cloth, when made, 
is collected in a warehoufe for the purpofe, called a Khartah ; where it 
is kept marked with the weaver’s name, till it is convenient for the 
gomaftah to hold a Khattah, as the term ‘is, for afforting, and fixing 
the price of each piece: on which bufinefs is employed an officer called 
the Company’s Fachendar, or afforter. The roguery practifed in this 
department is beyond imagination, but all terminates in the defraud- 
ing of the poor weaver ; for the prices which the Company’s goméaftahs, 
and, in confederacy with them, the Fachend&rs fix upon the goods, are 
in all places at leaft fifteen per cent. and in fome even forty per cent. 
lefs than the goods fo manufactured would fell-for in the public Bazár, 
or market, upon a free fale. The weaver, therefore, defirous of ob- 
taining the juft price of his labour, frequently attempts to fell his cloth 
privately to others, particularly to the Dutch and French gomaftahs, 
who are always ready to receive it. This occafions the Englifh Com- 
pany’s gomaftah to fet his peons over the weaver to watch him, and 
not unfrequently to cut the piece out of the loom when nearly finifhed. 
With this power and influence, the gomáitahs, in the mean time, are 
mever deficient in providing as many goods as they can on their own 
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accounts, and for the Banyans of their Englifh employers; which they 
either fell to the agents of foreign Companies on the fpot, or difpatch 
to Calcutta with the goods of their conftituents, under cover of the 
fame Company’s duftucks; in either cafe, if there is any market at 
all, being fure of a profit on goods, /o provided, of at leaft twenty per 
cent. 

In the time of the Mogul government, and even in that of the Na- 
bôb Allaverdy Khawn, the weavers manufactured their goods freely, 
and without oppreffion ; and though there is no fuch thing at prefent, 
it was then a common practice for reputable families of the Tanty, or 
weaver caft, to employ their own capitals in manufacturing goods, 
which they fold freely on their own accounts. ‘There is a gentleman, 
now in England, who in the time of that Naboéb, has purchafed in the 
Dacca province in one morning eight hundred pieces of muflin at his 
own door, as brought to him by the weavers of their own accord. 
It was not till the time of Serajah al Dowlah that oppreffions, of the 
natures now defcribed, from the employing of gomaftahs, commenced 
with the increafing power of the Englifh Company, upon their chang- 
ing the mode of providing their inveftment: and the fame gentleman 
was alfo, in Serajah al Dowlah’s time, witnefs to the fact of above feven 
hundred families of weavers, in the diftriéts round Jungulbarry, at 
once abandoning their country and their profeffions on account of op- 
prefions of this nature, which were then only commencing. Since 
thofe days the natives have had no Nabéb to apply to in cafes of op- 
preffion, but fuch as were the dependent creatures of the Englifh Com- 
pany, againft whom they could hope for no redrefs. 

With every fpecies of monopoly, therefore, every kind of oppreffion 
to manufacturers, of all denominations throughout the whole country, 
has daily increafed ; infomuch that weavers, for daring to fell their 
goods, and Dallals and Pykars, for having contributed to or connived 
at {fuch fales, have, by the Company’s agents, been frequently feized 
and imprifoned, confined in irons, fined confiderable fums of money, 
flogged, and deprived, in the moft ignominious manner, of what they 
efteem moft valuable, their cafts. Weavers alfo, upon their inability 
to perform fuch agreements as have been forced from them by the Com- 
pany’s agents, univerfally known in Bengal by the name of Mutchulcahs, 
have had their goods feized, and fold on the fpot, to make good the 
deficiency : and the winders of raw filk, called Nagaads, have been 
treated alfo with fuch injuftice, that inftances have been known of their 
cutting off their thumbs, to prevent their being forced to wind filk. 

This 
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This laft kind of workmen were purfued with fuch rigour during Lord 
Clive’s late government in Bengal, from a zeal for increafing the Com- 
pany’s inveftment of raw filk, that the moft facred laws of fociety were 
atrocioufly violated ; for it was a common thing for the Company’s fea- 
poys to be fent by force of arms to break open the houfes of the Arme- 
nian merchants eftablifhed at Sydabid (who have, from time imme- 
morial, been largely concerned in the filk trade) and forcibly take 
the Nagaads from their work, and carry them away to the Englith 
factory. 

In this fituation of the trade in Bengal, exclufive of fuch articles as 
are neceflarily provided for the Englifi Company’s inveftment, which, 
as before oblerved, is the worft of all monopolies; exclufive of what 
the Foreign Companies are permitted to provide, in order to prevent 
clamours in Europe (for which goods however fuch Foreigners are 
obliged to pay prices much fuperior to thofe given by the Englifh Go- 
maftahs) and exclufive alfo of the little which the honeft private mer- 
chant may be able to provide /fecret/y, the whole inland trade, in almoft 
every thing elfe that the country produces, and even the trade in fome 
principal articles of foreign import, has been carried on as monopolies, 
by a few of the fuperior fervants of the Englifh Company, with their 
Banyans and favourites: and not only every public meafure of late 
years adopted by the government at Calcutta, has been calculated to 
favour the eftablifhment of fuch monopclies, but even the contradictory 
and injudicious orders of the Court of Directors, on fome occafions, from 
a want of * local knowledge, and on others from connivance at the pro- 
ceedings of their fervants abroad, or from the ftate of parties in Leaden- 
hall-{treet, have promoted fuch fhameful meafures. 

Among the monopolies thus eftablifhed, two were of fuch a nature, 
that they could not have been invented more deftructive to the country 
than they really proved. One was that of falt, beetle-nut and tobacco, 
of which we have particularly treated in our preceding chapter: the 
other was of the cotton imported by fea from Surat, which tended 
directly to the ruination of the callico manufaétories, and in the man- 
ner in which it was partly carried on, to the deftruétion likewife of the 
revenues. ‘This was a combination among moft of the Gentlemen of 


* A remarkable inftance of this want of local knowledge was given before the Honourable Houfe 
of Commons, on the oth and roth of April 1767, by two Direétors of the Company, then examined 
at the bar: one of whom declared he had been ten years and the other twenty in the Direétion. 
They had both refpeétively held the Chair of the Company, and yet declared they did not know the 
Dane. had any fettlement in Bengal; notwithftanding their town and factory of Serampore is only 
about wn mins diftant from Calcutta, upon the river Floogly. 
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the Council at Calcutta, to engrofs as much as they could of the Bom- 
bay and Surat cotton. The original concern of what was bought up 
on this monopoly amounted to twenty-five lacks of rupees, or upwards 
of three hundred thoufand pounds fterling, which they divided in fhares 
among themfelves. ‘The prices of cotton which in Bengal, upon the 
commencement of the monopoly were at {ixteen and eighteen rupees per 
maund, of about eighty pounds weight, were foon run up to twenty- 
eight and thirty rupees: but, unfortunately for the concerned, the 
crop of country cotton, fo called by the Englifh, but Capaas by the na- 
tives of Bengal, proved at that time very plentiful; anda great quantity 
of cotton was at the fame time alfo unexpectedly imported in a new track 
of trade, from a diftant country down the rivers Jumna and Ganges, 
which greatly prejudiced the fales of the monopolizers. Two expe- 
dients were therefore thought of to facilitate the fales of the cotton of 
this monopoly; one, to employ the nominal deputy Nabob, but in faét 
the only man in power under the Company’s fervants, Mahomed Reza 
Khawn, at Murfhedabad, to take and diftribute it among the Zemin- 
dars ; and the other was, by means of the fame mock authority, to 
prevent the importation of the cotton from the upper countries. Ac- 
cordingly a confiderable quantity was actually fent from Calcutta up to 
Mahomed Reza Khawn, and diftributed among the Zemind4rs ; and on 
the borders of the Bahar province a new and extraordinary duty of 
above thirty per cent. was levied upon the cotton brought down from 
the high country ; which was a moft effectual method of preventing its 
introduction into the Bengal provinces. 

The public monopoly next in confequence, as of late praétifed, has 
been that of piece-goods fit for the markets of Bufforah, Judda, Mocha, 
Bombay, Surat and Madrafs. Of thofe goods there are many forts 
which the Englifh Company do not deal in; fuch as, at Dacca, the 
coarfer kinds of Mulmuls, called Anundy, Hyaty, Sonargoung and Sher- 
betty ; and at Coffimbazar and Radnagore feveral forts of Sarries, called 
Chappa, Mugga, Tempy, Tarachaundy, and Mucta; alfo Soocies and 
Soocy-farries, Cuttanees and Taffeties, &c. in the provifion of which 
neverthelefs, under the fame influence, like oppreffions are practifed as 
for the Company’s inveftment. 

For the difpofal of the goods of this joint concern, another monopoly 
is eftablifhed of the exclufive right of exportation, particularly to But 
forah, Judda and Mocha, which ufed to be the moft profitable voyages. 
For this purpofe, the Governor and Council of Calcutta fit out fhips, 
generally known by the denomination of rhe freight /hips, on which che 
goods of this joint-concern are firft fhipped, and the remainder of the 
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tonnage is filled up on freight. The management of this concern is 
under the direction of a Member of the Council, who is acting-owner, 
and keeps a warehoufe for this purpofe, generally known in Calcutta 
by the name of the freight-warehoufe. When one of thefe freight-fhips 
is fet up, no other perfons among the few that can provide goods dare 
attempt to fet up another on the fame voyage, without the permiffion 
of the Governor and Council; nor is any perfon fuffered to load their 
goods on any other fhip for thofe markets, if fuch fhould be permitted 
to be fet up, until the loading of the freight-fhip of the Governor and 
Council be compleated. Frequent inftances have been known of the 
goods of private merchants, even Europeans, but particularly of thofe 
belonging to Armenians, Moguls and Gentoos, being, in confequence 
of this monopoly, ftopped on the public road, and by force carried to 
the freight-warehoute ; and the proprietors of fuch goods have been 
obliged, contrary to their wills, to fee their goods fhipped on veffels 
they had not a good opinion of, and going on voyages whofe defti- 
nation and management were often contrary to their own private 
ichemes of trade: in confequence of which unwarrantable proceedings, 
thofe merchants have frequently loft their fales, have had their goods 
damaged, left at ports they never defigned they fhould touch at, and 
have fometimes loft even the goods themfelves. By all which cruel cir- 
cumftances there have been in Bengal many inftances of families of Ar- 
menians, principal traders in this branch to Perfia and Arabia, the for- 
mer of which may properly be called their own country, who have been: 
totally ruined. 

Among the many methods that have been put in practice by the Go— 
vernor and Council of Calcutta, for fecuring the monopolies of the in- 
land trade, though under various fpecious pretences of their being for- 
the benefit of the Company and natives, as well as for public good, the 
following are fome of the moft remarkable. 

Merchants have been ftrictly prohibited from fending GomAftahs into: 
the interior country, to purchafe or provide any goods, without a Per— 
wanah from the Governor of Calcutta. Without this Perwanah, it would 
be in vain to attempt to purchafe, notwithftanding a merchant fhould 
agree to pay double what is called the government duties; though in faét 
fuch Perwanah, when obtained, would in general be of no fervice to 
the country merchant, without fome fpecial private protection, as the 
bonds called Mutchulcahs, already explained, are in general taken by 
the Company’s Gomaftahs, from the Weavers and Dallals, throughout 
the whole country. 
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An order of Council was alfo iffued, prohibiting all Englifhmen from 
quitting Calcutta, or refiding at any fubordinate factory, or in any 
part of the inland country, under a pretence, that they were guilty of 
oppreffions towards the natives. It was faid this reftriction was by 
order of the Court of Eaft India Directors, and intended to prevent 
fuch irregularities. Whatever might have been the real motives for this 
regulation, it was admirably well calculated to favour the eftabliflhment 
and continuation of monopolies, and to prevent difcoveries of tran{ac- 
tions of a more private nature in the inland country, where many fecrets 
lay buried. However, when the * Gentlemen of the Secret Committee, 
who publifhed that order, found it convenient for their bufinefs in falt, 
beetle-nut and tobacco, they did not, as we have fhewn in our laft chapter, 
hefitate to appoint and ftation, all at once, no lefs than ten Englifh 
gentlemen, as agents, in different parts of the country for the fales 
of falt. 

After the facts herein taken notice of, refpecting the proceedings of 
Black Gomaftahs, it would be paying a bad compliment to the natives 
of this country to fuppofe, that an Englifh agent could poffibly exceed 
the Blacks in the commiflion of every fpecies of enormity: and to fup- 
pofe that Englifh individuals were properly prohibited from refiding in 
the inland country of which the Englifh Company were the acting 
Sovereigns, on account of any irregularities they committed, would be 
admitting abfurdities. It would be admitting that the Governors of a 
country could fancy it for the benefit of that country, that it fhould not 
be inhabited by their fellow-fubjects. It would be fuppofing that a defpo- 
tic Sovereign, whofe power is as unlimited as he choofes to make it, 
could not prevent the commiffion of offences, or duly chaftife the de- 
linquents for fuch, when committed even within his own dominions. 
Or elfe, by maintaining the propriety of fuch an order from the Com- 
pany, or their Governor and Council of Calcutta, we muft admit what 
would not be much to their honour, that they were totally unqualified 
for holding thofe reins of government which they had taken into their 
hands. 

But this reftriction was no lefs abfurd in another point of view; for 
it put the Englifhman upon a worfe footing than foreigners in a country 
conquered by his own nation; fince the Governor and Council there- 
by deprived him of that right of loco-motion which, by the law of 





* Even the gentlemen who concurred in opinion of the propriety of that order upon this occafion, 
had before given their feutiments in direct oppofition to fuch a meafure. See AUTHENTIC PAPERS, 
page 200. 
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nations, they could not reftrain in the French, Dutch, Portugueze, or 
Danes, who have fettlements in Bengal. 

How different the conduct of the Dutch Company! and what amaz- 
ing good confequences have evidently been produced by contrary mea- 
fures even at the Cape of Good Hope! Inftead of preventing their fel- 
low-fubjects from exifting or living in the interior country, their policy 
encourages it to the utmoft. They have countrymen eftablifhed in the 
inland parts at the diftance of above fix hundred miles from their chief 
fettlement ; where, by a well-regulated police, a due adminiftration of 
juftice, and the encouragement of agriculture, affifted with the im- 
provements of European artifts, they have rendered their colony on 
that rocky mountain fo abundant in wine, cattle, grain, and all the 
fruits of the earth, and upon the whole fo beautiful and flourifhing, as 
gives occafion for great comparative reproach on the Eaft India Com- 
pany of this kingdom. 

But not content with the prohibitions and reftrictions of trade within 
the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa, the Governor and Council 
of Calcutta, on the 18th May 1768, and we will fuppofe alfo by the 
authority of the Court of Directors, proceeded to publith an * edié&, 
prohibiting not only the Company’s fervants and free merchants, but 
every other European under the Company’s protection, as well as all 
Armenians and Portugueze, or the defcendants of Armenians and Por- 
tugueze, from carrying on any trade, directly or indireétly, beyond or 
without the limits of the faid provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orifla: 
and it was therein ordained, ‘* that if any of the perfons defcribed 
** fhould attempt to tranfport any merchandize beyond thofe provinces, 
‘ all fuch merchandize fhould be feized and confi{cated, and the goméf- 
“ tahs having charge of fuch contraband trade fhould be punifhed with 
“ the utmoft feverity;”? it being intended by the Governor and Coun- 
cil, as was alledged, ‘* that none but the natives of the country (Mufful- 
“< men and Hindoos) fhould enjoy the privilege of that trade.” 

To particularize, in a mercantile community, all the grofs abfurdities 
and the injuftice of fuch an order, would be to offer an infult to every 
man of underftanding ; we will therefore only remark, that this order 
principally contributed to the producing of two ruinous effeéts; one, 
the prevention of extending the Company’s fales of Britifh woollens and 
other ftaple commodities of this kingdom, and the other, adding to 
the difcouragement of the inland importation of bullion, by leffening 
all mercantile connections with the merchants of the interior parts of 





w See this Edi at large in our APPENDIX, N° XXIX. page 80. 
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Hindoftan. From whence the Company, or their Governor and Coun- 
cil, could derive thefe powers of confifcation and punifhment, or by 
what authority they could deprive of their natural rights, the Arme- 
nians and Portugueze eftablifhed in Bengal, who, as well as their fore- 
fathers, were natives of that country equally with the Muffulmen and 
Hindoos; or with what view they wanted to prevent all trade in the 
dominions bordering upon Bengal, notwithftanding the Princes of fuch 
adjacent countries permitted, encouraged, and according to the ufages 
of the empire, could not prevent fuch trade, it muft be hard to account 
for, unlefs from private felfifh motives; which latter we are the more 
inclined to believe muft have been the cafe, as the very gentlemen who 
made this reftrictive order allo continued their own agents and go- 
maftahs in the interdi¢ted diftri¢ts. 

In another place we have already obferved, that in former times it was 
cuftomary for merchants from all the inland parts of Afia, and even from 
Tartary, to refort to Bengal with little elfe than money or bills to pur- 
chafe the commoditics of thofe provinces. A variety of merchants of 
different nations and religions, fuch as Ca/hmecrianus *, Multinys, Pa- 
tans, Sheiks, Suuniaffys, Poggyahs, Betteeas and many others ufed to 
refort to Bengal annually, in Caffeelahs, or large parties, of many thou- 
fands together (with troops of oxen for the tranfport of goods) from 
different parts of Hindoftan ; by which the inland importation of bullion 
into Bengal always far exceeded the whole importation by fea from 
Europe and the gulfs of Perfia and Arabia. Thus, by the bad practices 
of the Company’s agents and gomaftahs in the interior parts, and by 
thofe proceedings of the Company, or their Governor and Council of 
Calcutta which we have now inftanced, all thofe foreign merchants have 
been deterred from approaching the Bengal provinces ; and things have 
come to fuch a pafs, that the whole of that advantageous trade is 
now turned into other channels, and probably loft to thofe countries 
for ever. 

Indeed, as we have before obferved, the proceedings and orders of 
the Courts of Eaft India Directors refpeéting the inland trade of Bengal, 
have, either from the {tate of parties or from ignorance, in general been 
equally deftructive of the welfare of thofe countries and the real in- 
terefts of the Company, with thofe of their late Governors and Councils 
at Calcutta And in nothing has this been more apparent than in their 


* It was cuftomary for the merchants of Cafhmeer to go and make even /a/t in the woods called 
Sunderbund, being at the very bottom of the Bay of Bengal: as may be feen by a letter from the Na- 
boo, — Ally Khawn to Governor Vanfittart. See Mr. VANsITTART’s NARRATIVE, Vol. II. 
pgac 167. 
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orders refpefting the trade in falt: which trade, at any rate, has in 
general been looked upon, by mifinformed Eaft India ftock-holders, 
as deftructive and criminal, though the fact is, that the abufe of 
it only has been fuch; for the fair and open praétice of it by all men, 
ever did, and ever muft contribute to the welfare of the country. Thus 
in their letters to Bengal, dated the 8th February 1764, and the tgth 
February 1766, the Court of Direéctors abfolutely prohibited the trade 
in falt to all Europeans whomfoever, refiding under their proteétion, 
though they fhould trade therein with paying the very utmoft duties, 
and entirely upon a footing with the natives. They likewife, at the 
fame time prohibited ‘* trade in all other articles that are not for export 
s< and import.” 

The diftri¢ts belonging to Bengal which produce falt, are only fuch 
places as are wafhed by the influx of the tide from the fea, for about 
fixty miles up the rivers from the bottom of the bay; where it is made 
by boiling an artificial brine filtrated through prepared earth, by a pro- 
cefs very different from what is practifed in Europe, or in the other 
parts of India. The reader may fee in the map, that the lands fo 
wafhed, are thofe to the fouth of Calcutta, and acrofs the bay, from 
Chittigong to Ballafore, all which, including the provinces of Midni- 
pore and Burdwan, excepting Jeflore, Roymungul and a few other 
Perginnahs dependent on Hoogly, are the lands of the Company’s for- 
mer grants from the Nabobs of Bengal, poffeffed before the fetting up 
of the farce of the Dewannee. Many of thofe lands produce nothing 
but falt, from which the whole of their revenue arifes: but from the 
fituation of the private trade of the country, as already fhewn, as well 
as, in particular, from the fluctuating tenor of orders iffued at Cal- 
cutta™ relative to this trade, none of the natives would, at that time, 
or even fince, venture to make falt, unlefS privately concerned with, 
or protected by fome gentleman of power and influence in the {fervice 
of the Company. 

In this fituation of the country, or indeed in any other, the wifeft 
meafure the Company could purfue, would have been to encourage, 


without 








* In confequence of repeated orders received from the Court of Eaft India Diretors, the Governor 
and Council of Calcutta, in February 1767, iffued a proclamation, encoyraging the natives to make 
falt; and upon the faith of this order many of them engaged in the bufinefs, particularly in the 
woods; where it is made on low grounds which are overflowed upon the rifing of the Ganges, after 
the periodical rains, In the mean time the DewAn or head Banyan of the Governor, and the Banyans 
of fome of the other principal gentlemen, who had formed a fociety, and became large purchafers of 
the Committee’s falt (although the fame was exprefsly contrary to the fourth regulation of the Com- 
mittee, of the 3d September 1766) reprefented to the Committee, that if the new falt w- « permitted 
to be brought to market before their own was fold off, they fhould be ruined by their bargain with 
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without reftriction, Europeans and others, of all denominations, upon 
engaging to pay the cftablifhed duties, to embark in the bufine{fs of 
falt-making; as well becaufe Europeans would be more likely than the 
Natives to counteract, if pofflible, the monopolizing fpirit of the fuperior 
fervants of the Company, as for the fake of the confequences which muft 
naturally follow, viz. the great improvement of the revenues of the falt- 
pergunnahs, and the lowering of the price of fo principal a neceflary of 
life. Indeed it is amazing, that acommercial body of men, like the Eng- 
hifh, Eaft India Directors, fhould in any fituation think of prohibiting the 
free exercife of trade, according to eftablifhed cuftom, in a commer- 
cial country, like Bengal; and particularly when even the profperity 
of their confltitutents affairs muft depend on fuch freedom. Every 
prohibition of one fet of men, in favour of another, or the allowing of 
a free trade in fome articles, and laying partial reftri€tions on others, 
muft tend to the eftablifhment of mifchievous monopolies: but when 
the interdicted perfons are the rulers, in a diftant country, of fubjecits 
totally dependent and made abjectly fubfervient, the ifluing of fuch 
prohibitory reftrictions is encouraging collufions for partial views: fo 
that the very expcctation of obedience in fuch cafes becomes not lefs ab- 
furd than the ifluing of fuch orders is impolitic. It is moreover, in the 
cafes before us, peculiarly difgraceful ; for before the Company made 
themielves Sovereigns there, the worft or weakeft of the ancient black 
Nabobs would not have prohibited even any European in Bengal from 
trading in any particular article, fo long as he paid the full duties, and 
conformed to the cuftoms of the land. Jt is likewife contrary to the 
fentiments and orders of former Courts of Directors: who, as we have 
fhewn in our eighth chapter, allowed of all trade in India, on payment 
of the eftablifhed duties, and only aimed at the prevention of the abufes 
of their firmaun-duftuck ; which, in fact, was all that they could have 
a right to interfere with. 


the Committee. In confequence of this reprefentation, on the 12th Auguft 1767, there was another 
proclamation iffued, forbidding the removal of any new-made falt from the ground where it was pro- 
duced. This was a moft effectual method of preventing the fales of the new-made falt. The falt- 
makers, called Molanguees, came up to Calcutta in a body to petition for liberty to remove their falt 
before the {welling of the river: and the writer has feen above two hundred of them furround the 
Governor’s palanqueen for that purpofe, on the high road, and falling proftrate on their faces before 
him. They were referred to the Dewdn, though the very man againft whom they complained ; and 
before they could obtain an order, their falt was wafhed away To fhew the power of a Gover- 
nor’s Dewan upon fuch occafions, the reader muft be informed, that at this very time the Vakeel of 
the Rajah of Jeffore, who had come up with the Molinguees, was taken up in Calcutta by the Go- 
nor’s Dewan, and fent a prifoner into his own province, under a guard of foldiers, where they kept 
him, under a guard, ’till the Dewan’s bufinefs was accomplifhed. 
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As to the other late prohibition of their fervants to trade in any ar- 
ticles but what are for export and import, it is a nice diftinction, which 
modern Directors alone can explain; for we affert there is not an article 
of trade in Bengal but what is either an import or an export, and even 
the article of falt, now under confideration, is in large quantities con- 
tinually imported from the Marahtah Perginnahs about Ballafore and 
Cuttack, from the coaft of Coromandel, and from Perfia. 

The orders of the Court of Directors refpecting duftucks have alfo 
been equally inconfiftent and contradictory. At one time they have 
ordered them to be granted to all their covenanted fervants indifcrimi- 
nately ; at another they have been allowed only to thofe above the 
rank of writers; at this time they have ordered the free merchants to 
be indulged with them, and at that, they have directed this indulgence 
to be with-held, according to the narrow or more enlarged notions of 
the leading Directors for the time being. 

The trade of individuals zz India mutt ever be to the Company’s {pecial 
advantage, and cannot affect their exclufive trade to and from Europe, 
but advantageoufly ; notwithftanding fome people, in order to fcreen 
their own monopolies, have always endeavoured to make it appear per- 
nicious to the Company: and fuch prohibitions and reftri€tions as we have 
juft taken notice of, laid on trade in a commercial country, are, in fact, 
no better than fo many public edicts for the ruin of a people: all fuch 
orders therefore muft ever be evaded, or their effects will indifputably 
prove fatal. 

Among the variety of iniquitous abufes practifed in Bengal and the 
adjacent provinces, to the injury of individuals and great hurf of trade 
in general, we may properly rank thofe of the fpurious coinages which 
have been made of late years both in the gold and filver fpecies, ex- 
prefsiy contrary to law, and apparently for fraudulent purpofes. 

The Englifh Eaft India Company are authorifed by charter and law to 
coin the money of the countries of India in which they have their prin- 
cipal fettlements, with the permifhon however of the governing Princes 
of thofe countries, and provided that fuch coinages be made equal in 
weight and finenefs to the flandards of the refpective ftates. 

There are, inthe different parts of India, a variety of kinds of gold 
and filver money, which only país in general currency by their refpec- 
tive intrinfic values. The ftandard coinages of Inda are called Siccas ; 
and whether filver rupees, or gold ones, called Méhurs, all are efti- 
mated according to their imtrinfic goodnefs, in proportion to their 
comparative value of gold with filver. ‘The Bartas, on the exchange 
of fuch coins, are made inftruments of great abufe in the hands of 
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the Shroffs, or money-dealers of all kinds, as hath been fhewn in an- 
other place. 

The gold móhürs which were iffyed at Calcutta in the year 1765, un- 
der the aufpices of Lord Clive and his Select Committee, were, by their 
order, made to pafs in value at fourteen ficcas, or about fixteen current 
rupees and one quarter: but their circulation at that rate could never 
be made general; fo that they occafioned great embarraffments and, 
of courfe, frequent heavy loafles. The comparative value of gold by 
filver, above the eftablifhed medium, in thefe gold mdhirs of the Cal- 
cutta mint, was faid to have been originally raifed only fix per cent. and 
two per cent. more was added for coinage-charges. 

The iffuing of them, however, proved the fource of great evils, and 
was very injurious to the Company and the public, though made pro- 
portionably advantageous to jobbers. ‘This over-rating of the value of 
gold foon contributed fo effectually to the draining of thofe provinces 
of filver, that the Directors in England were, under date of the zd 
February 1768, informed from the Governor and Council at Calcutta, 
that it was then difficult to procure filver at that prefidency, in exchange 
even for an hundred gold méhirs. And under date of the 22d of the fanmie 
month, it was earneftly recommended to them, from the faid quarter, 
‘€ to confider of fome other means of fupplying China with filver, than 
“* from Bengal.” 

Gold mohtrs, at the fame time, for want of filver rupees, were ne- 
ceflitated to be fent from Bengal to Madrafs, to anfwer the moft prefling 
exigencies of that fettlement, though it was feen that a very heavy lofs 
would attend fuch remittances: and by the fame advices the Direétors 
were farther informed, that the lofs at Madrafs on fuch remittances of 
the gold mohtrs from Bengal, had been thirteen per cent as filver rupees 
would to that degree have better anfwered. 

The Governor and Council of Calcutta likewife acknowledge, in their 
faid advices to the Directors, that they had been greatly difappointed 
in their views of eftablifhing a gold currency, as with all their influ- 
ence, it would not pafs in any of the provinces, “* fo wedded were the 
“ natives to the particular fpecie they had been accuftomed to.” But 
they might have faid, with more truth, that the people were wife 
enough not to fuffer themfelves to be cheated in fo grofs a manner. 

Private advices of a later date have mentioned, that a great trade 
had been carried on in Calcutta in difcounting gold méhitrs, at eleven 
per cent. at leaft; which was principally carried on by the Banydns of 
fome of the Englifh geatlemen high in office, by means of the common 
Shroffs. Thus the public offices were continually iffuing gold méhirs, 
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and fome at leaft belonging to them were as continually receiving quan- 
tities of them back again, with a difcount of profit of eleven per cent. 
and thus they went on iffuing and receiving, in fuch a degree of ad- 
vantage to themfelves, money which had no currency except within 
the boundaries of Calcutta; fo that thofe who had payments to make 
beyond thofe boundaries were necellitated to get it exchanged at 
fo great a lois by diicount. To fuch an extraordinary degree was 
this fpurious gold coinage difgraced at laft even in Calcutta, that 
there was once a quantity of them foid at public auction, by the autho- 
rity of the Mayor’s Court, which produced only ten current rupees and 
one quarter a mohtr; which, admitting the proprietor had originally 
received them at fixteen and one quarter current rupees each, madc no 
lefs a difference than thirty-cight per cent. lols. 

With regard to the filver coinages of rupees, they are in the feveral 
parts of India of different values. Arcots, which are the moft inferior 
of genuine rupees, and which are now coined as currently in Calcutta 
as in the province of Arcot, are eftimated at eight per cent. better than 
current, or, what is the fame thing, at eight per cent. lefs than the 
rupees of ftandard weight and finenefs, called Siccas* . and in this 
{pecies of Arcots, the Englifh European and Black troops are made 
to receive their pay. 

Among the variety of bafe coinages which have been introduced in 
different diftricts fince the fubverfion of the empire, there is one called 
a Vizicry rupee, which is about ten per cent. worfe than Arcots. This 
{pecies was introduced not many years ago in one of the difmembered 
Nabobfhips, whofe Nabob calling himfelf Vizier of the empire, in times 
of diftrefs found himfelf neceffitated, for the payment of his troops, to 
iue this fpurious coin, which from him has retained the name of Vi- 
ziery rupees; and from the confufion introduced, with the univerfal 
difregard of the laws of the late empire, the practice has been too much 
tollowed fince, by fuch as have had opportunities and want of conf{cience 
enough to acquire wealth by fo doing. 

Among thofe who have practifed this fpecies of robbery, the fubfti- 
tutes and dependents of the Englifh Eaft India Company have not been 
leaft diftinguifhed ; and we have had even rhe Banyaus of our military 
gentlemen become mafters of the mints at Banaras and Illahabid, in 
which Vizieries have been coined under the very nofe of our Grand 
Mogul, not only for the robbing of the poor foldiers, by paying them in 


* ‘The Murfhedabad and Calcutta Sicca fhould weigh 7dwt. r1er. „%5, and in finenefs fhould be 
better than Englifh ftandard at the rate of r4dwt. 7gr. $fe in every. pound of filver. 
3 Vizieries 





206 CONSIDERATIONS 


Vizieries inftead of good Arc-ts, but, as it is faid, even for the pay- 
ment of the penfion to the Great Mogul himfelf; who, notwithfianding 
his title of King of the World, has found himfelf necethitated to exercile 
Imperial patience, and fuffer the injury unrefented. 

Whatever propriety there might be, fince thofe provinces became 
the property of the Britifh ftate, in the Company’s or their fubftitutes 
and dependents coining money in Bengal, independently of the íu- 
premie executive power of this kingdom, yet certainly, to make coin- 
ages that were againft law, becaufe not according to the ftandards of 
thofe countries, and to obtrude even government-payments with them 
at fraudulent valuations, muft have been high crimes and mifdemean- 
ours, if not actually high treafon; which latter is the only crime that 
by law cannot be tried in India. But furely thefe fhould be confidered 
as practices that ought effectually to be prevented in future. 

Upon the whole, it may with truth be afferted, that the monopolies 
which have been of late eftabliflled, and the ruinous praé¢tices and re- 
gulations that have been introduçed and enforced in Bengal by the 
Englifh Eaft India Company and their fubftitutes with refpe¢t to trade, 
are haftening on that deftruction of the manufactories there which had 
its firft beginning in the irregularities of ufurping Nabôbs, and the depre- 
dations of the Marahtahs. They have for feveral years paft been de- 
creafing Tin quality and advancing in price, while many manufac- 
turers of all denominations have, by unparalleled oppreffions, been 
driven from their callings and country. 

We have feen all merchants from the interior parts of Afia effectually 
prevented from having any mercantile intercourfe with Bengal, while, 
at the fame time, the natives in general are in fact deprived of all trade 
within thofe provinces, it being wholly monopolized by a few Company’s 
fervants and their dependents. In {fuch a fituation, what commercial 
country can flourifh ? or who can be at a lofs to account for that de- 





+ By the Gentoo-accounts, the former manufactures in Bengal were incomparably finer than any 
thing now produced. ‘There was a fort of muflin called Abrooin which was manufactured folely for 
the ufe of the Emperor’s feraglio, a piece of which, cofting 4co rupees, or 501. fterling, is faid to 
have weighed only five Sicca rupees, and if fpread upon wet grafs to have been fcarcely vilible. They 
amufe us with two ftories as inftances of the finenefs of this cloth. One, that the Emp. Aurengzebe 
was angry with his daughter for fhewing her fkin through her cloaths; whereupon the young prin- 
cefs remonftrated in her juftif cation, that fhe had feven jamabs or fuits on: and another, that in the 
Nabôb Allaverdy Khawn’s time, a weaver was chaftifed and turned out of the city of Dacca for his 
neglect, in not preventing his cow from eating up a piece of Abroodn, which he had fpread and care- 
lefsly left on the grafs. 
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creafe of the Company’s credit f, and the great fcarcity of current 
{pecie in Bengal? which laft, though greatły promoted of late years by 
different drains, {fuch as that of the treafures carried out of the provinces 
upon the flight of the Nabôb Coffim Ally Khawn, the exportations to 
China and the other parts of India, the fufpenfion of importations from 
Europe, and the introduction at Calcutta of the above-mentioned over- 
rated bafe gold coin; yet, as they had their beginning in, fo their con- 
tinuance is owing chiefly to the obftructions of the original fprings of 
commerce, and the great oppreflion of the induftrious part of the 
natives. 

While the Company and their fubftitutes, by a fubverfion of the 
rights of mankind, in the unreftrained exercife of every fpecies of vio- 
lence and injuftice, are thus fuffered to monopolize, not only the ma- 
nufactures but the manufacturers of Bengal, and thereby totally repel 
that far greateft influx of wealth which ufed to ftream in from the com- 
merce of Afia; and likewife, by every method they can fafely practife, 
obftruct the trade of the other European § nations with thofe provinces, 
which is the only other inlet of wealth they poflibly can have, and at 
the fame time, while they are continually draining off from thence 
immenfe fums annually for China, Madrats, Bombay and other places, 
the confequences cannot prove other than beggary and nuin to thofe 
ineftimable territories. 

Thefe are circumftances that flould ferve to awaken the ftrong at- 
tention even of the proprietors of Eaft India ftock, as well as of the go- 
vernment ; who fhould pay no regard to the confident affertion, that 
fo long as the Ganges runs through Bengal, the inhabitants will not 
quit that country. The Ganges is equally, nay more venerated in other 
countries to the northward of Bengal and Bahar, where the Hindoos, 
who are only one part of the people, may equally follow the ries of 
Brimha their law-giver : befides, experience evinces the falfity of fuch 
an aflertion. 

The Company ought not to erect, or fuffer others to eftablifh any 
monopolies in Bengal; but fhould fo regulate matters as to feek their 
own advantage in the profperity of the country. Such can be the only 
juit, the only fafe policy to adopt ; without which that country, with 


t The Company’s Bengal bonds have been difcounted in Calcutta at upwards of fourteen per 
cent. 
_§ The neceffity of encouraging fuch trade with other European nations on this very principle, and 
likewife for ather prudential reafons, was feen and acknowledged even by Lord Clive in the year 


1705; as may be feen by his letter to the then Dire&tors. AUTHENTIC PAPERS concerning 
İNDIA AFFAIRS, Pages 28 and 29, 
all 
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all its natural refources, will foon become burthenfome, inftead of 
being advantageous to the Company or the nation to poffefs. 

Such are the bad effects of evil caufes, which are now operating very 
faft towards the ruin of the Bengal provinces ; fo evidently, as when 
brought to a fevere teft, which muft foon be the cafe, even Directors 
cannot, nor will dare to deny. If fucceffive fets of Directors have 
been ignorant of thefe fure effects of caufes, they have thereby flicwn 
themfelves to be unqualified for their truft; but if they were able to 
trace them out, or were timely apprized of the evils, and neglected to 
aét honourably from fuch knowlege, they will have then proved them- 
felves unworthy of their truft, and muft deferve to be confidered as the 
betrayers of it. 

It remains to be feen from the effects of time, what falutary meafures 
towards the cure of prefent exifting, and the prevention of dreaded 
evils in future, have been or may hereafter be adopted from the wif 
dom of Directors ; but however the temporary proprietors of Eaft India 
ftock, or fuch as have an intereft in the Company’s affairs feparate 
from that of the public, may think and act on thefe matters, it fhould 
be greatly hoped, by every real well-wifher to this kingdom, that go- 
vernment will take the prefervation and improvement of thofe Afiatic 
dominions, which it is conceived would be no very hard tafk, into their 
moft ferious confideration, while there is yet time for making pre- 
ventive remedies efficacioufly to operate. ‘The critical period cannot 
now be far diftant; fo that longer delays may render the application of 
reftorative means ineffectual, becaufe unfortunately made too late 
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C O N C L U S ION 





F TER fo ample a difcufion of the various fubjects of thefe fheets 
under diftinét heads, we {hall now proceed to draw certain im- 
portant conclufions from the whole, and then fubmit a few curfory ob- 
{fervations to the confideration of the public. 

It may be deemed ridiculous in any man to fuppofe, that a far-diftant 
country will be long kept in peaceable fubjection by any other ties than 
juftice, humanity and convenience. Even ancient Rome, when fhe 
was miftrefs of the world, could not, with all her armies, fecure the 
peaceable fubmiffion of any diftant provinces, and particularly thofe of 
Afia, under a rapacious and oppreflive government. By no means, 
but fuch as are attractive of good-will, can hundreds keep themfelves 
in fecurity againft millions, nor will any fuppofed difference in the na- 
tural, or acquired vigour of mind or body, warrant opinions of fafety 
againít fuch odds in numbers. 

After perufing the feveral cafes and accounts of tranfaétions which 
are contained or referred to in the preceding chapters, the reader will 
hardly entertain a doubt, whether the mere will of power has not been 
the fole rule of juftice in Bengal, either with refpeét to dominion, pro- 
perty, perfonal fafety, or the infliction of punifhments next to death? 
or whether the Prefident and Council, or whatever kind of junto has 
of late years been appointed to rule at Calcutta, by the Court of Di- 
rectors in London, have not there exercifed fuch unbounded defpotifm 
as was wholly incompatible with the laws of this kingdom, thofe of 
humanity, or fuch as would be thought intolerable even in Turkey or 
Barbary ? 

It can no longer be doubted, that the pretence of governing Bengal 
by a Nabéb, under a Great Mogul, is a moft fcandalous impofition, 
thofe puppets of fovereignty being no other than penfioned inftruments 
of impofture and tyranny: while the annual charge upon the revenue 
for the fupport of thofe pageants in fway, has at one time been above 
a million fterling; though perhaps thofe deduétions from the Com- 
pany’s income have been made, in no inconfiderable degree, a fund in 
reverfion for the private purfes of the governing Europeans in thofe 
countries: and while the wretched, innocent natives, bereft of every 
[ Ee ] protection 
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protection from the juftice of their own country, have thereby alfo been 
effectually deprived of their indifputable right of appeal to the laws of 
this kingdom, againft the ruling fervants of the Company or thofe de- 
pendent on them. ; 

It has been clearly made evident, that for the laft fix years paft very 
oppreffive monopolies have been eftablifhed by the chief fervants of the 
Company in Bengal and its dependencies ; fo that not only the whole of 
the inland trade, which was ever free by the conftitution of thofe coun- 
tries to all who would pay the eftablifhed duties, but even the very coaft- 
ing trade, in many particulars, have alike been made jobs, and partially 
engroffed, to the obftruction and injury of the many, for the enormous 
advantage of the few; that the monopoly of the inland trade, as now 
exercifed on account of the Company itfelf, is become the moft grievous 
and oppreflive of all others, as it is under the fanction of their pur- 
chafes, that all oppreflions in this department are effected; that fuch 
monopolies exclude even the very natives from all free trade, whofe 
fituations are rendered the more infupportable, as the very public re- 
gulations made for the eftablifhment of thofe ruinous monopolies, are 
pretended to be made for their benefit. It is true, that fome appearance 
of freedom in exports has always been preferved in the fubjeéted Bengal 
provinces: but yet there have been fuch obftruétions and embarra- 
ments in dealings, and fuch monopolizing of workmen, as long ago oc- 
cafioned great complaints to be made by the French, Dutch and Danes. 
The caufes of them ftill exift, to the great grievance of the people, and 
the no lefs injury of the country; while fome of the known confe- 
quences of thofe evils have been, the lofs of foreign trade on the back- 
parts of the provinces, from which great wealth was formerly derived 
to them; the leflening of a fimilar refouree from the trade of the other 
difgufted companies, and fo great a {carcity of money in circulation, 
as, if the draughts from thence for China and the other parts of India 
be continued, will foon leave thofe provinces in want of a fufficiency of 
{pecie to ferve even as a medium for dealings. 

Nor lefs apparent has it been made, that power, law and juftice, as 
well as trade, all operate as monopolies in Bengal; by which mcans 
the manufactories are going to deftruction, and population is decreaf- 
ing, to the great leffening of the revenues of thofe countries ; while the 
very revenues have been fo mifmanaged, wailed, or mifapplied, as to 
make even the poffeffion of empire menace the Company with diftre({s, 
if not ruin. 

Equally certain has it been made appear, that every principle of true 
policy has been inverted in practice, not only to the unfpeakable injury 
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of the natives, but the effectual difcouragement, nay ruin of European 
fettlers: though on the moft ample prote¢tion of the former all profpe- 
rity muft depend, as fecurity will, in a great meafure, on the encou- 
ragement and increafe of the latter. Our firft aflertion is felf-evident ; 
and in fome degree the other has been heretofore experienced, when 
the trading fettlers, as well as the civil fervants, on feveral occafions 
voluntarily took up arms in the caufe of the Company. Lord Clive long 
ago * informed the Court of Directors, that no dependence could ever be 
placed on the powers of the country for any thing but treachery, and, 
fhould a favourable occafion offer for it, the worft of all treatment. 
And indeed, in future times of war and danger, it may be found im- 
poffible for the Company to keep up European forces fufficient for all 
kinds of fervice, in the conquered provinces, without promoting the 
free emigration of Britifh fubjects to India. 

On the principle of defence, therefore, it would be the higheft wit 
dom in the Company to give every poflible encouragement to their 
fellow fubjects at all times to go and fettle under their protection in 
Bengal: as an extenfive population that is interefted in the defence of 
a country, muft naturally be its moft fafe and effectual fupport; as 
well againit foreign invaders, as fuch natives as may be inclined to re- 
volt. But we have feen the oppofite policy, with refpect to thofe coun- 
tries, uniformly purfued abroad; while the prefent Directors, contrary 
to former practice, have adopted a fyitem of even difcouraging the 
emigration of free merchants and free mariners to India ; which fhould 
we attribute to ignorance, it would be fuppofing them unqualified for 
the direction; and if to defign, it might be confidered as an indirect 
accufation of their wilfully favouring fuch monopolies and abufes, as 
are ever the fruits of the worft kinds of government; nay it might even 
lead to the fuppofition, that fuch abufes could be made the means of 
ferving the purpofes of Directors as much at home, as they have been 
known to do thofe of their favourite fubftitutes abroad. 

The double governments for Indian affairs, fince the acquifition of 
the important territories which were fubdued by the fubjeéts and forces 
of the ftate, have been equal abfurdities on both fides of the globe. It 
is even difgraceful to the nation to hold them under fuch flimfy dif 
guifes as pretended grants of official contracts from merely nominal 
Princes, unknown to, and unacknowledged by every power in the 
world, except fuch as make or wifh to make the fame temporary ufes 
of them, as the Englifh Eaft India Company have done. There is fome- 





* See AUTHENTIC PAPERS concerning INDIA AFFAIRS, pages 29 to 31, &c- 
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thing exceffively ridiculous in the very idea of vefting a body of mere 
traders with unlimited fovereign-authority, and fetting them between 
the real Sovereign and people of this kingdom, and two mock Sove- 
reigns and the whole people of the Bengal provinces, to play fecurely 
their own game of advantage, to the prejudice of all the other parties, 
unlefs their ftate pageants in India, who at leaft get princely incomes by 
acting farcical characters. 

No real fecurity, either to the Company or kingdom, can ever be 
derived from nominal Nabébs, or Moguls: for if their grants have not 
full force, but are difputable, they have had immenfe annual ftipends 
paid them to no kind of purpofe: and if the authority they have been 
made to affume be of real efficacy in India, or Europe, then muft fuch 
grants be not only refumable at pleafure, but even transferrable at will, 
and of courfe at any time obtainable by the national rivals or enemies of 
Great Britain, for pretences to attack her in, or deprive her of fuch pof- 
feffions ; whether as territories, farms, official contracts, or employ- 
ments. Such difguifes, therefore, are not more ineffectual than they 
are dangerous; and could only have been contrived for temporary 
coverings to deceit and impofture, though their tranfparency difcovers 
apprehenfions that difgrace the nation, and may furnifh pretences to 
others for queftioning that right which would otherwife be thought 
clear. 

When the Portugueze acquired their firft territorial poffeffions on the 
coafts of India, their Kings {tiled themfelves, as they continue yet to 
do, Lords of the commerce and navigation of Ethiopia, Arabia, Perfia, 
and India: and we know of no nation’s ever difputing thofe titles, or 
their right to any territories they had obtained. Innumerable are the 
inftances of poffeflions gained by conqueft, and likewife even by 
treachery, that were either never contefted by other nations, or elfe 
were refolutely maintained by power againft all oppofition. We well 
know how the Dutch and Spaniards got their poffeffions in Afia and 
America, and likewife how fpeedily they enjoyed them in peace, with 
an undifputed title of right. By whatever means the Eaft Indian 
provinces were obtained by the Company, they now are indifputably 
the Property of the State: and as there is no perfon in India who can 
claim them as his right, fo is there no power in Europe which has any 
right to difpute His Majefty’s title to them both by conqueft and peace- 
able poflefiion. The political eftablifhment in Bengal, in the year 1765, 
was therefore as unneceflary, as it has fince been experienced to prove 
pernicious; and certainly, if continued, it will be found ineffectual for 
the purpofes pretended: and the affected fears with regard to foreign ~- 
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powers, on the avowal of Englifh Sovereignty over the conquered pro- 
vinces, which were then fo induftrioufly infufed into the minds of Di- 
rectors, were evidently as groundlefs and idle as they moft probably 
were infincere. 

With regard to any apprehenfions that might be entertained concern- 
ing the effect likely to be produced by the Sovereign’s avowal of his 
right to thofe dominions, and taking the adminiftration of their Go- 
vernment under his inımediate care, On con{titutional confiderations of 
endangering public liberty by fuch an addition to crown-influence ; the 
fame reafoning will hold good againft all future eftablifhments from new 
difcoveries; and if it had been formerly admitted, this nation would not 
now have been in poffeffion of its North American and Weft Indian Co- 
lonies, with the immenfe advantages refulting from them. 

The Sovereign of Great Britain is now an Afiatic Potentate, more 
capable perhaps of annoying or protecting than any other Power of the 
Eaft ; fo that His prefent objects fhould be far fuperior to thofe of merely 
fupporting the monopoly of any particular community of traders, who 
perhaps are no longer neceflary for ferving even the ends for which 
they were incorporated. The queftion now is not fimply, if an incor- 
porated exclufive Company can carry on the trade to and from the Eaft 
Indies to greater national advantage than the whole fubjects of Great 
Britain at large? but it comprehends another, which is, if one, two, or 
at moft three men (for it is well known there always is fuch a junto of 
leaders in the Committee of Correfpondence) from among twenty-four 
Directors annually chofen, who are moreover embarraffed with their 
own as well as the Company’s commercial affairs can, at the fame time, 
govern or conduct the Sovereignty of large wealthy and populous king- 
doms, at fuch a diftance, to greater national fecurity and advantage 
than the King, Lords and Commons of Great Britain ? 

Without entering into a difcuffion of the firt queftion, upon which, 
after the numberlefs tracts that have been publifhed for an hundred and 
fifty years paft, nothing new can now be faid, we will however venture 
to aflert, that with refpect to Bengal every argument in fayour of that 
monopoly, whicn was formerly ufed with fome * appearance of reafon, 

while 


* The reafoning of Sir Jofiah Child upon this fubjeét, to whofe Opinions on Trade fome have 
juftly given great weight, «vas as follows; 
“< It has for many years been a moot cafe, whether any incorporating of merchants be for 
« public pood or not. 
** For my own part I am of opinion, 

“ ft. That for countries with which his Majefty has no alliance, nor can have any by reafon of 

“ their diftance, or barbarity, or non communication with the Princes of Chriftendo:n, aie 
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while the trade thither depended upon the country powers of Hindoftån, 
not only falls to the ground now that the Englifh are become Sovercigns, 
but militates with double force againft the continuance of fuch exclufive 
trade to thofe fubjected countries, where perhaps it would not only be 
right to lay the trade open to all Britifh fubjeéts, but likewife pclitic, 
under certain limitations, to encourage as much as poffible even the 
fhips of all other European nations to frequent thofe Indian ports. But 
whatever may be the fentiments of individuals on this point, with re- 
{pect to the fecond queftion, it will be generally granted, that a com- 
mercial country with a defpotic Sovereign who is the only merchant, as 
is, in fact, the prefent condition of Bengal, muft be in a fituation the 
reverfe of profperity, that of fwift approach to ruin: and if it be ad- 
mitted, that all refources which this nation can hope to reap from thofe 
fubjected dominions, muft depend entirely on their profperity, it will 
then follow that there is become an abfolute neceffity for the Britifh 


legiflature to feparate the Merchant from the Sovereign, for the preferva- 
tion of both. 


“* where there is a neceffity of maintaining forces and forts (fuch as Eaft India and Guinea) 
“ Companies of Merchants are abfolutely neceflary. 


“ 2d. It feems evident to me, that the greateft part of thofe two trades ought, for public good, 
‘£ to be managed by joint ftock. 


** 3d. Itis queftionable to me, whether any other Company of Merchants are for the public 
“ good, or hurt. 
& 4th. I conclude, however, that all reftriétions of trade are nought; and, confequently, that no 
“ Company whatfoever, whether they trade in a joint flock, or under regulation, can be for 
“ public good, except it may be eafy for all or any of his Majefty’s fubjects to be admitted 
** into all or any of the faid Companies, at any time, for a very inconfiderable fine ; and that 
** if the fine exceed 201. including all charges of admiffion, it is too much.” 
DiscoURSE OF TRADE, Chap. III. 
Such was the reafoning of even Sir Jofiah Child, who having for feveral years been Governor of 
the Eaft India Company, muft be fuppofed to have been as favourable to the caufe of the monopoly 
as any prefent Leader of the Company naturally would be. But from Sir Jofiah’s conduét in the 
management of the Company’s affairs, there is farther reafon to conclude he was not the moft impartial 
of judges upon this point. In the year 1691, upon the death of Sir John Child (a relation of Sir 
Jofiah’s) a Mr. John Vaux fucceeded to the Government of Bombay. Mr. Vaux had been book- 
Keeper in England to Sir Jofiah Child, and by the influence of his patron had been appointed judge 
in civil affairs: when Sir Jofiah, after reminding him of favours, admonifhed him to praétife feverity 
towards all thofe who fhould dare to queftion the Company’s power over Englith fubjeéts in India; 
adding, that he expefted Ais orders fhould be obferved and obeyed as laws. To which Mr. Vaux 
replying, that he, grateful for all paft favours, would ftrive to acquit himfelf with integrity and 
juftice, refolving the laws of his country fhould be the regulators of his conduct, Sir fofiah angrily 
anfwered him, ‘* That he expected his orders were to be rules to him; and not the laws of England, 
“« which were a heap of nonfenfe, compiled by a few country gentlemen, who hardly knew how 
“* to make laws for the good government of their own private families, much lefs for the regulating 
“ of companies and foreign commerce.”——** I am the more particular” (continues our Author) * in 
** this account, becaufe I faw and copied both thofe letters in anno 1696, when Mr. Vaux and I were 
prifoners at Surat, on account of Captain Evory’s robbing the Mogul’s great fhip called The 


‘* Gunfway.” See ALEXANDER HAMILTON’s Account of the East INDIES, vol, I. page 232, &c. 
printed in 1727. 
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Whenever juftice and perfonal fecurity are made effectual, by an 
equitable adminiftration of Government throughout the Bengal provinces, 
the immenfe capitals of many of the Indians, which are now locked up, 
will be all immediately and openly employed in commerce, to the great 
benefit of thofe countries, and, eventually, of this kingdom. ‘There 
would be foon no want of money to anfwer all the honeft purpofes of 
the hufbandman, the manufacturer, the dealer, or the merchant: fo 
that inftead of having the wonderful powers of thofe countries cramped 
and rendered ufelefs, and in danger of being ruined or loft, as muft 
otherwife foon be the cafe, an ample field would be opened for the moft 
{trenuous exertions of all human abilities, which would foon put thofe 
provinces on the moft flourifhing footing, to the great advantage of the 
Britiflh State. 

Such laws as are requifite for thofe falutary purpofes, a mere mono- 
polizing Company can never have power to make, nor perhaps ever 
will have the vigour or inclination effectually to execute. 

Whatever lures the Directors may now hold out to the nation, in 
applications for a new charter of juftice, and other pretended falutary 
regulations, by which they would appear to atone for paft mifconduct, 
it may be proper to recollect, what the effects proved of their obtain- 
ing the laft charter of juftice ; as we may from thence conclude, with 
re{pect to another, that under the pretence of remedying one defect, 
a thoufand new evils will be introduced. Even the chief fervants of 
the Company abroad, while things are fuffered to remain on their pre- 
fent footing, will be continually infufing into the minds of temporary 
Directors at home opinions that are erroneous, on the view of favour- 
ing fuch fchemes as they will be continually contriving for the ferving 
of themfelves. We do not mean here to condemn promifcuoufly all 
the fervants of the Company abroad, among whom there are fome 
Gentlemen of the greateft honour and integrity ; but that does not in- 
validate our general conjecture, which is juftified by the experience of 
what has paft of late years. Nothing therefore but the eftablifhment, 
by Parliament, of the ftrongeft conftitutional checks on the executive 
power in Bengal, can ever fecure to the natives, or to thofe who fettle 
there under Britifh protection, an equitable and honourable Adminif- 
tratien of Government. 

It is a fact well known abroad, that the late minifter of France, the 
Duke de Choifeul, gave up as totally overfet, all his {chemes regarding 
the Eaft Indies, upon his firft hearing a report, current in the year 
1768, that the Crown of Great Britain was going to take into its hands 
the government of the territorial poffeffions held by the Englifh Eaft 

India 





7Orc 
at 
py 
A 
~s J 
= . al 
. 
x | 
5 d 
J 


224 CONSIDERATIONS 


India Company. It was the only thing the French then dreaded ; it is 
the thing which they now moft wifh to fee delayed, till they have an op- 
portunity of ftriking @ ceup @éclat in thofe regions: and it is the only 
meafure which can fecure the happinefs of the many millions of his 
Majefty’s Afiatic fubjects ; the ample refources which might, by proper 
management, be drawn from thence, in an uninterrupted channel, for 
ages to this nation, or even the pofleflion of the very territories them- 
felves, or of any advantage whatfoever from thofe poffeffions. 

Whatever may be determined by the wifdom of the Britifh legiflature, 
the following powers, as exercifed by the Company in Bengal, it is 
humbly conceived, muft be taken from them, to prevent their deftroying 
themfelves. 

Fir. The power of obftructing, perverting, influencing, or inter- 

fering with the due courfe of juftice. 

Second. The affumed power, in all cafes, of feizing their fellow-fub- 
jects, and of imprifoning, and tranfporting them to Europe 
without trial, or any form of legal procefs. 

Third. All powers of oppreffion through the pretended country-Na- 
bobs ; and under their cloke of obftructing, fettering and 
monopolizing the inland trade zz Bengal; which is no way 
requifite for the carrying on of their exclufive trade to and 
Jrom India, in an equitable and beneficial manner, but on the 
contrary, is totally repugnant thereto. 

Fourth. The power of preventing any Britifh fubjeét whomfoever 
from going to refide or eftablifh himfelf in India, who is de- 
firous thereof, and willing to fubmit to the laws of the com- 
munity. 

To effect in part, the firft and third of thefe falutary reftrictions, 
without which the inhabitants can never be fecure either in perfon or 
property, the following are fubmitted to the confideration of the public, 
as hints of what will be neceffary. 

Iit. To render the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta totally independent of 

the Governor and Council. 
2d. A Court of Appeals to be eftablifhed, independent either of the 
Governor and Council, or any other power in India. 

3d. A certain number of the members of the Court of Appeals, of the 
Mayor’s Court, and of the Company’s Council, to be conftituted 
Juflices of the Peace and Joint Commiffioners of Oyer and Ter- 
miner and General Gaol Delivery. 

4th. Not to confine the jurifdiction of his Majefty’s Courts, as at pre- 

fent, within the Marabhtah Ditch which furrounds Calcutta, but 
to 





ON INDIA 225 
to extend it at leaft to all the Company’s principal factories at 
Burdwân, Midnipore, Chittigong, Dacca, Patna, Cofflimbazar, 
&c. where the natives fhould have the fame facility of ob- 
taining juftice againft European oppreflors or their agents, as 
in the capital fettlement of Calcutta. 

Notwithftanding what interefted perfons may alledge, in order to 
baffle this laft moft neceflary regulation, that it would introduce confu- 
fion, and be impracticable, from the religious tenets and cuftoms of the 
natives, we allert that there would be no confufion or inconvenience 
whatever from it, provided fome very fimple regulations were made, 
fuch as neither Eaft India Directors, nor the Legiflators of this Kingdom 
can want information of, whenever they are ferioufly inclined to eftab- 
lifh a right fyftem of jultice for the government of Bengal. 

The inhabitants, who, as we have oblerved, are groaning under the 
moft unbounded defpotitm, would receive any fuch regulations with the 
utmott joy: and it may rationally be hoped, that thofe we have already 
hinted at would at leaft put a ftop to the moft hurtful enormities, till 
the Britifh government could be enabled to judge of their efficacy, or 
have time to form a fyftem, fuitable to their own wifdom, that might 
prove as lafting and effec¢tual as could rationally be expected from any 
human inititution. 

The fecozud power we have mentioned, as aflumed by the Company, 
would naturally be abolifhed by the regulations already recommended. 
But in order to prevent this fpecies of kidnapping in India, which has 
been hitherto practifed by the Company, under the pretended fancition 
of the legiflature, fomething more is neceflary. 

By an act of the 31rfl of Charles the Second, entitled, ** Au ad for 
s the better fecuring the liberty of the fubjecdt, and for prevention of 
“< imprifonments beyond the feas,’ it vas enacted, that “ if any inba- 
bitant of England fhould be feized, imprifoned, tranfported, or fent a 
prifoner into any places beyond the feas, contrary to that act, every 
iuch imprifonment fhould be adjudged illegal, and the party aggrieved 
might thereupon maintain an action, or actions of falle imprifonment, 
againft the perfon or perfons who fo imprifoned him, or again{ft any 
perlon or perfons that fhould frame, contrive, write, feal, or counter- 
fign any warrant or writing for fuch commitment, detainer, imprifon- 
ment, or traniportation; or fhould be advifing, aiding, or aflifting in 
the fame, or any of them; and the plaintiff, in every fuch action, 
fhould have judgment to recover his treble cofls, befides damages; which 
damages fo to be given, it is enacted, fhall zot be lefs than five bun- 
dred paunds. In which action, no delay, ftay, or ftop of proceeding, 
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by rule, order, or command, nor no injunction, protection, or privi- 
lege whatfoever, nor any more than one imparlance fhall be allowed, 
excepting fuch rule of the court wherein the action fhall depend, made 
in open court, as fall be thought in juftice neceflary, for {pecial caufe 
to be expreffed in the faid rule. And the perfon or perfous who fhall 
knowingly frame, contrive, write, feal, or counterfign any warrant for 
fuch commitment, detainer or tranf{portation, or fhall fo commit, detain, 
imprifon, or tranfport any perfon or perfons contrary to this act, or be 
any ways advifing, aiding or affifting therein, being lawfully convicted 
thereof, /hall be difabled from thenceforth to bear any office of truft or pro- 
fit within the faid realm of England, or any of the dominions thereunto be- 
longing. And fhall incur and fuftain the pains, penalties and forfeitures 
limited, ordained and provided in and by the ftatute of provifion and pre- 
munire, made in the fixteenth year of King Richard the Sccond, and be in- 
capable of any pardon from the King, his heirs or fucceffors, of the faid for- 
feitures, lcffes, or difabilities, or any of them.” And it is well known, 
that the 43d article of MaGna CHARTA runs thus. ‘* No freeman 
fhall be taken, nor imprifoned, nor difleized, nor outlawed, nor ex- 
iled, nor deftroyed in any manner; nor will we pafs.upon him, nor 
condemn him, but by lawful judgment of his peers, or by the aw of 
the land.”’ 

While fuch, therefore, continues to be the avowed practice of the Eaft 
India Company in oppofition to the letter and fpirit of the fundamental 
laws of this country, it would appear that Britons who go out to India in 
their fervice, and who fhould rather on that account be entitled to every 
indulgence, on the contrary are made to forfeit the privileges of their birth- 
right by fuch emigration. The loffes and hardthips fuffered by a fubject 
feized iz India and brought away by force, and the bad confequences therc- 
of to the community, from what we have already fhewn, mutt be allowed 
to be an hundred-fold greater than thofe firftained by a perfon’s being 
kidnapped iz England. We have alfo in another place fhewn, that the 
ufe of this power is even contrary to the true interefts of the Company, 
as the free exercife of the Britifh laws in India muft be the beft check, 
and perhaps is the only controling power which they want, or can 
have over their own fuperior fervants. There is therefore, for the fake 
of public credit and fecurity, not only a neceflity for formally declaring 
allfuch feizures and tranfportations illegal, but for eftablifhing fuch legal 
penalties and forfeitures, upon the plan of the a&t already quoted, as 
fhiall effectually prevent fuch oppreflions in future: and it is prefumed 
the Britifh legiflature, after being acquainted with the enorniities prac- 
tited in Bengal, as fet forth in thefe pages, will be willing to withdraw 
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their pretended fanétion from fuch praétice, and to declare their dif- 
approbation of the Company’s feizing, imprifoning, tranfporting and 
ruining their fellow-fubjects, unaccufed and unheard. 

The fourth power poffeffed by the Company, which is that of prevent- 
ing Britifh fubjects from going out and eftablifhing themfelves in India, 
is alfo alike unneceflary, and repugnant to the real interefts of the 
fubjected countries and this kingdom. Inftead of preventing or dil- 
couraging Europeans, on the contrary, every encouragement fhould 
be given to them to go out and eftablifh themfelves in India, as well for 
their being the moít natural fecurity of the conquered countries, as for 
the inftruction of the natives in the European arts, in the cultivation 
and manufacturing of all the articles produced in thofe countries, in 
almoft every one of which there is room for great improvements by 
fuch means. The Company fhould, therefore, either be deprived of 
this power totally, or at leat be obliged, without the power of a nega- 
tive, to permit every perfon’s going out who fhall apply for leave, un- 
der certain equitable regulations. 

The foregoing are only confiderations and hints, which the writer of 
thefe fheets, as a fincere well-wifher to this Kingdom, hath prefumed re- 
{pectfully to fubmit to the public, to be improved on by thofe who may 
know better than himfelf what is fitting to be done. It is now the turn 
of Great Britain to avail herfelf of thofe advantages which a feries of 
fortunate circumftances have thrown in her way. She has as yet in her 
pofiefiion the prime part of Hindoftan, which, with proper manage- 
ment, might be rendered the richeft jewel in the Britifh Crown, by 
being made an inexhauftible fource of extenfive commerce, maritime 
power and national wealth. She has in full view before her, the rocks on 
which her predeceflors have fplit in India, the imminent dangers to 
which fhe is at prefent expofed ; and perhaps fhe has no time to lofe in 
preparing to ef{cape them. 

It does not require the gift of prophecy to foretell, if the affairs of 
the Company in India, but particularly in Bengal, continue to be ad- 
miniftered for a few years longer in the manner they have been for fome 
years paft, that thofe countries will be irretrievably ruined, and the ex- 
aiperated natives muft feek their own relief or revenge, by infurreé¢tions 
and maffacres. If therefore the Legiflature fhould longer with-hold their 
effectual] protection and paternal care from the oppreffed Afiatics, they 
will hazard all the refources which Bengal at prefent may be faid to 
offer to this Kingdom: and if the Proprietors of Eaft India Stock fhould 
refule their effectual and hearty concurrence in every falutary mea- 
fure for the relief of the native inhabitants, they will juftly deferve to 
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228 CONSIDERATIONS ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 
fuffer the lofs of fuch of their property as depends on the trade and pof- 
feffion of the Bengal Provinces. 

Were there even a poffibility of the Interefts of the India Company 
and the Happinefs and Profperity of the Natives of thofe countries which 
are under their dominion being repugnant to each other, the advan- 
tages derived from the connection would be of very fhort duration. 
Humanity muft revolt at the thought: The Honour of this Country 
never can confent, for the paltry confideration of a fhort-lived pecuni- 
ary emolument, to effect the devaftation of fuch rich and fertile coun- 
tries, and the extirpation or ruin of fo many millions of civilized, tnof- 
fenfive and induftrious inhabitants ; or to facrifice thofe folid and per- 
manent advantages which might be derived to this country from a pro- 
per Syftem of Government.--------- Thus much is due from the Writer to 
thofe Diftreffed People, to whofe unreftrained induftry he chiefly owed 
that Fortune, of which he has been deprived by the Oppreflion of the 
Eaft India Company. 
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OPY of a Treaty between Colonel Robert Clive, on the part of the 
Englifh Eaft India Company, and Serajah al Dowlah, Nabob of 

Bengal, in February 1757. 

Signed MUNSUR AL MULUK SERAJAH AL DOWLAH 


SHAH KULY KHAWN BAHADER HYBUT JUNG, 
Servant of King ALLUM GUEER the Invincible. 





LIST OF DEMANDS. 


1. That the Company be not molefted upon account of fuch Privi- 
leges as have been granted them by the King’s firmaun and hufbul- 
hookums, and the firmaun and hufbulhookums remain in full Force. 
That the villages * which were given to the Company by the firmaun, 
but detained from them by the Subahdars, be likewife allowed them ; 
nor let any impediment or reftriction be put upon the Zemindars. 

Agreed to according to the tenor of the firmaun. 


2. That all goods belonging to the Englifh Company, and having 
their duftuck, do pafs freely by land or water in Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriffa, without paying any duties or fees of any kind whatfoever; and 
that the Zemindars, Chokeydars, Guzerbauns, &c. offer them no kind 
of moleftation upon this account. 

It 2s agreed to. 


3. That reftitution be made the Company of their factories and fettle- 
ments at Calcutta, Coffimbazar, Dacca, &c. which have been taken 


* This means thirty-feven villages contiguous to Calcutta, which the Company applied to the Em- 
peror Furrukhfeer, in 1716, for Liberty to purchafe from the Zemindars. They were not given to 
the Englifh by that Emperor, but it was only allowed them to purchafe the fame: however, the Ze- 
mindars in Jaffer Khawn’s time would not part with them, and they were at laft moftly wrefted from 
them by fraud and violence. 
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from them. That all money and effects taken from the Englifh Com- 
pany, their factors and dependents, at their feveral fettlements and 
aurungs, be reftored in the fame condition. That an equivalent in 
money be given for fuch goods as are damaged, plundered, or loft, 
which fhall be left to the Nabob’s juftice to determine. 

Whatever has been feized by the Government fhall be reftored. 


4. That the Company be allowed to fortify Calcutta in fuch a manner 
as they fhall efteem proper for their defence, without any hindrance or 


obftruction. 
It is agreed to. 


5. That ficcas be coined at Allenagore (Calcutta) in the fame man- 
ner as at Murfhedabad, and that the money ftruck in Calcutta be of 
equal weight and finenefs with that of Murfhedabad. ‘There be no de- 
mand made for a dedué¢tion of batta. 

It is agreed, that bullion imported by the Company be coined into ficcas. 


6. That thefe propofals be ratified in the ftrongeft manner, in the 
prefence of God and his Prophet, and figned and fealed to by the Na- 
bob and fome of his principal people. 

In the prefence of God and his Prophet, thefe articles are figned and fealed. 


7. And Admiral Charles Watfon and Colonel Clive promife in behalf 
of the Englifh nation, and of the Englifh Company, that from hence- 
forth all hoftilities fhall ceafe in Bengal, and the Englifh will always re- 
main in peace and friendfhip with the Nabob, as long as thefe articles 
are kept in force, and remain unviolated. 

On condition that an agreement under the Company's feal, and figned by 
the Company's Council, and fworn to according to their religion, be fent 
me; I agree to the articles which I have counterfigned. 


Signed AEZ AL MULUK MORAD AL DOWLAH NOWARISH 
ALLY KHAWN BAHADER ZAOOER JUNG, a Ser- 
vant of King ALLUM GUEER the Invincible. 

MEER JAFFIER KHAWN BAHADER, a Servant of King 
ALLUM GUEER the Invincible. 
RAJAH DOOLUBRAM BAHADER, a Servant of King 
ALLUM GUEER the Invincible. 
Witnefs, Mohindar Narrain, Canongo. 
Witnefs, Lucki Narrain, Canongo. 


Agreement 
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Agreement of the Company, figned by the Governor and Com- 
mittee, the gth February 1757. 


We the Eaft India Company, in the prefence of his Excellency the 
Nabob Munfíur al Muluk Serajah al Dowlah Shah Kuly Khawn Bahader 
Hybut Jung, Nazim of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, by the hands and 
Seal of the council, and by firm agreement and folemn atteftation, do 
declare, That the bufinefs of the Company’s factories within the jurif- 
diction of the Nabob fhall go on in its former courfe: that we will never 
opprefs or do violence to any perfons without caufe: that we will never 
offer protection to any perfons having accounts with the government, 
any of the King’s Talookdars or Zemindars, nor murderers, nor rob- 
bers: that we will never act contrary to the tenor of the articles agreed 
to by the Nabob: that we will carry on our bufinefs as formerly ; and 
will never, in any refpect, deviate from this agreement. 


Agreement of Colonel Clive with the Nabob, the 7th February 1757. 


I Colonel Clive, Sabut Jung Bahader, Commander of the Englifh land 
forces in Bengal, do folemnly declare, in the prefence of God and our 
Saviour, That there is peace between the Nabob Serajah al Dowlah and 
the Englifh: they, the Englifh, will inviolably adhere to the articles 
of the treaty made with the Nabob: that, as long as he fhall obferve 
his agreement, the Englifh will always look upon his enemies as their 
enemies ; and, whenever called upon, will grant him all the affiftance 
in their power. 





No IT. 


Copies of perwanahs from Serajah al Dowlah, Nabob of Bengal, 
granted to the Eaft India Company, for erecting a mint at Cal- 
cutta, and for the currency of their bufinefs ; with a copy of the 
Nabob’s duftuck, dated in March 1757. 


Perwanah for duftucks from Serajah al Dowlah, dated oth of the 
Moon Kajeb. 


The Englifh Company’s goods have been carried backward and for- 
ward by land and water, always through the provinces of Bengal, Ba- 
A 2 har, 
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har, and Oriffa, by the duftuck and feal of the faid Company, by virtue 
of the King’s firmaun, which is alfo now confirmed by me. Take care, 
on no pretence to interrupt their carrying their goods backwards and 
forwards through all the chokeys whatfoever, and not to demand any 
ghatbarry, mangon, &c. according the King’s firmaun. Let them pafs 
and repaís without receiving a fingle cowrie from any of their people; 
and interfere not with the Engli Company’s gomaftahs on any acccount, 
but rather take care, that through all your diftricts their bufinefs be nat 
obftructed in any way. 

Fifteen perwanahs of the fame tenor and date were granted under the 
{eal of the Nabob Serajah al Dowlah to the Rajahs and Zemindars. 


Perwanah under the feal of Nabob Munfur al Muluk Serajahal Dowlah 
Bahader Hybut Jung, dated 9th of Rajeb (31ft March 1757) in the 
3d year of the glorious reign Mohunlol. 





All goods belonging to the Englifh Company, which by virtue of the 
royal mandate ufed to pafs and repafs with the faid Company’s duftucks, 
by land or water, through the province of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, 
I have at this time granted a free currency to, in the fame manner, and 
with the fame privileges as formerly: it is neceflary that your Excellency 
write to the officers at Dacca, Chittigong, Jugdea, Akbarnagur, Silhett, 
Rangamatty, Chilmary, and Mahmudabad Purnea, that they fuffer the 
fame goods to pafs up and down the rivers without any moleftation 
or impofition of ghatbarry (a tax laid upon boats) or any other articles 
forbidden by the royal court; nor exaét the fmalleft fum from them, 
nor any ways opprefs the Company’s gomaftahs or dependents. Let 
them be punéctual in this duftuck. 


Under the feal of the Nabob Serajah al Dowlah, &c. dated (about 
the 9th March 1757) 17th Jemmade Sauni, the 3d year of the 
King’s glorious reign. 


To all Fowzdars, Zemindars, Chokeydars, and overfeers of the way of 
the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla. 


All goods belonging to the Englifh Company, which by virtue of the 
royal mandate ufed to pafs and repafs through the foregoing provinces, 
by land and water, with the Company’s duftucks, I have at this time 
granted a free currency to, in the fame manner as formerly, and with 
the confirmation of their former privileges. Let all goods, having the 

Englifh 
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Englifh Company’s duftuck, pafs as before, up and down the river, 
without any moleftation or impofition of ghatbarry, or any other articles 
forbidden by the royal court; nor exaét the fmalleft fum from them, 
nor opprefs the Company’s dependents. In this be punctual, and act 
conformably to this writing. 


Perwanah of the Nabob Serajah al Dowlah to the Honourable Com- 
pany, for erecting a mint in Calcutta. 


From the date of the firft of the moon Shaban, the fourth fun ficcas are 
begun to be ftampt, and through all the mint-houfes the new ficcas of the 
fourth fun are coined. Take care and ereét a mint in Calcutta (called Al- 
Ienagore) and ftamp gold and filver rupees out of the bullion and gold 
imported by your nation, of the weight of rupees of gold and filver 
coined at Murfhedabad, under the name of Allenagore (Calcutta) fhall 
you coin your money, it fhall pafs for Iand revenues, &c. and no body 
will afk or fet any batta upon them; only take care not to coin the 
gold and filver of other nations. 


"a 
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Copy of a Treaty between Colonel Robert Clive, on the Part of the 
Englifh Eaft India Company, and Meer Jafher Ally Khawn, upon 
the Colonel’s placing that officer in the Nabobfhip of Bengal in 


June 1757. 





I {wear by God and the Prophet of God, to abide by the terms of 
this treaty whilft I have life *. 


Signed MEER MAHOMED JAFFIER K HAWN BAHADER, 
Servant to King ALLUM GUEER. 


1. Whatever articles were agreed upon in the time of peace with the 
Nabob Serajah al Dowlah Munfur al Muluk Shah Kuly Khawn Bahader 
Hybut Jung, I agree to comply with. 

2. Ihe enemies of the Englifh are my enemies, whether they be In- 
djans or Europeans. 


* 'Thefe words were wrote in his own hand. 
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2. All the effects and factories belonging to the French in the pro- 
vince of Bengal (the Paradife of Nations) and Bahar, and Oriffa, fhall 
remain in the poffeffion of the Englifh, nor will I ever allow them any 
more to fettle in the Three Provinces. 

4. In confideration of the loffes which the Englifh Company have 
fuftained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta by the Nabob, and 
the Charges occafioned by the maintenance of the forces, I will give 
them one crore of rupees. 

5. For the effects plundered from the Englifh inhabitants at Calcutta, 
I agree to give fifty lacks of rupees. 

6. For the effects plundered from the Gentoos, Muffulmen, and other 
fubjeéts of Calcutta, twenty lacks of rupees fhall be given. 

7. For the effects plundered from the Armenian inhabitants of Cal- 
cutta, I will give the fum of feven lacks of rupees. The diftribution 
of the fums allotted the natives, Englifh inhabitants, Gentoos, and 
Muffulmen, fhall be left to the Admiral and Colonel Clive (Sabut Jung 
Bahader) and the reft of the Council, to be difpofed of by them to whom 
they think proper. 

8. Within the ditch which furrounds the borders of Calcutta are 
tracts of land belonging to feveral Zemindars ; befides this, I will grant 
the Englifh Company fix hundred yards without the ditch. 

9. Allthe land lying fouth of Calcutta, as far as Culpee, fhall be un- 
der the Zemindary of the Englifh Company, and all the officers of thofe 
parts fhall be under their jurifdiction. The revenues to be paid by them 
(the Company) in the fame manner with other Zemindars. 

ro. Whenever I demand the Englifh affiftance, I will be at the charge 
of the maintenance of them. 

21. I will not erect any new fortifications below Hoogly, near the river 
Ganges. 

12. As foon as Iam eftablifhed in the government of the Three Pro- 
vinces, the aforefaid fums fhall be faithfully paid. Dated 15th Ramzan, 
in 4th year of the reign. 








Additional Article. 


13. On condition that Meer Jaffier Khawn Bahader fhall folemnly ra- 
tify, confirm by cath, and execute all the above articles, which the under- 
written on behalf of the Honourable Eaft India Company do, declaring on 
the holy Gofpels, and before God, that we will affift Meer Jaffier Khawn 
Bahader with all our force, to obtain the fubahfhip of the provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa; and further that we will affift him to the 

utmoft 
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utmoft againft all his enemies whatever, as foon as he calls upon us for 
that end; provided that he, on his coming to be Nabob, {hall fulfil the 
aforefaid articles. 





N° IV. 


Copy of the General Sunnud from the Nabob Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn, 
for the currency of the Company’s bufinefS, and relative to the 
mint, dated 15th July 1757. 


To all Mutfeddees, prefent or future, all Naibs, Fowzdars, Zemin- 
dars, Chowdrys, Canongos, &c. Servants of the government in the pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa. 


Know, that by the royal firmaun and hufbulhookums the Englifth Com- 
pany are pardoned (Maaf exempt) from all Duties ; therefore I write, 

That whatever goods the Company’s gomaftahs may bring or carry 
to or from their factories, the aurungs, or other places, by land or by 
water, with a duftuck from any of the chiefs of their factories, you 
fhall neither afk nor receive any fum, however trifling, for the fame. 
Know, they have full power to buy and fell; you are by no means to 
oppofe it; you are not to require from the Company’s gomaftahs, the 
mangons, or any other of the Zemindar’s impofitions. 

The Company’s gomaftahs fhall buy and fell the Company’s goods 
without the intervention of dallals, unlefs the gomattahs are fatisfied to 
employ them ; you are to affift them on all occafions wherever they buy 
or fell. Whoever acts contrary to thefe orders, the Englifh have full 
power to punifh them. If any of the Company’s goods are ftolen, you 
are to recover the very effects ftolen, or make good their amount. Any 
merchants or others, on whom the Company have any lawful demands, 
you are to fee that the fame be paid to their gomaftahs. Take care 
that no one wrong or oppreís the Company’s gomaftahs. You are not 
to require or ftop their boats on pretence of the ghatbarry or other 
duties on boats, whether they be the Company’s own boats, or boats 
hired by their gomattahs ; you are to give credit to the copies of all the 
funnuds to the Company under the Kizy’s feal, without requiring the 
original. Any of the Company’s debtors running from them, you are 
not to give them protection or plead for them, but are to deliver them 
up to the Company’s gomaftahs. ‘The Fowzdary-charges, &c. E . 
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fiticns of the Fowzdars, which are forbid by the King, you fhall not 
demand of the Englifh, their gomaftahs, or inhabitants. Whenever 
the Englifh Company defire to fettle a new factory, befides thofe they 
are already poflefled of in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, 
you are to give them forty begahs of the King’s land. I fany of the Eng- 
lifh fhips are driven by bad weather or wrecked in any of the ports or 
other places, you are to aflift them all in your power, and fee that the 
goods are reftored to the Company; and you are not to require the 
Choutarry, &c. which the King has forbid. 

A mint is eftablifhed at Calcutta; coin ficcas and gold mohurs of 
equal weight and finenefs with the ficcas and gold mohurs of Murfhe- 
dabad. They fhall pafs in the King’s treafury. 

All that I have wrote muft be done; do as I have wrote, nor afk a 
new funnud every year. The 27th of the Moon Showall, and 4th of 
the King’s reign, being the 1 5th of the month of July 1757. 





No V. 


Copy of a Perwanah from the Nabob Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn, for the 
currency of gold and filver coined in the Company’s mint at Cal- 
cutta. Dated the 28th July 1757. 


To the High and Mighty, the bold and valiant Commanders, the 
greateft of Merchants, the Englifh Company, on whom may the 
King’s favour reft for ever. 


A mint has been eftablifhed at Calcutta; continue coining gold and 
filver into ficcas and mohurs of the fame weight and ftandard with thofe 
of Murfhedabad; the impreffion to be Calcutta; they fhall pafs current 
in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffla, and be received into the 
treafury ; there fhall be no obftruction or difficulty for Cuffore----Under 
the {eal of Fidvee Allum Gueer Badfha Gazee, Sujah al Muluk Hoffam 
ô Dowla, Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khawn Bahader Mahabut Jung, rrth 
Zilcade, 4th of the King’s reign. 


Ne VI. 
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No VI. 


Copy of a perwanah from the Nabob Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn, dated 
the 2oth December 1757, relative to the Zemindary of the lands 
fouth of Caclutta, granted to the Company by the treaty with the 
faid Nabob. 


Perwanah for the granted lands. 


Seal of the Nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn. 


1170. ALLUM GUEER, Emperor, fighting for the Faith, his devoted 
MEER MAHOMED JAFFIER ALLY KHAWN 
BAHADER SHUJAH AL MULUCK HOSSAM O 
DOWLA MAHABUT JUNG. 

Anno 4. 


Ye Zemindars, Chowdrys, Talookdars, Muckaudums, Recayahs, Mor- 
fawreans, Mootawettawahs, of the Chucklahs of Hoogly, and others fitu- 
ated in Bengal, the terreftrial Paradife.----Know, that the Zemindary, 
Chowdrawy, and Talookdarry of the countries in the fubjoined lift, hath 
been given by treaty to the moft illuftrious and moft magnificent the 
Englifh Company, the glory and ornament of trade. The faid Com- 
pany will be careful to govern according to eftablifhed cuftom and 
ufage without any gradual deviation, and watch for the profperity of 
the people. Your duty is, to give no caufe of complaint to the Re- 
cayahs of the Company, who on their part are to govern with fuch 
kindnefs, that hufbandry may receive a daily increafe, that all diforders 
may be fuppreffed, drunkennefs and other illicit practices prevented, 
and the imperial tributes be fent in due time. Such part of the above- 
faid country as may be fituated to the weft of Calcutta, on the other 
fide of the Ganges, does not belong to the Company. Knowthen, ye 
Zemindars, &c. that ye are dependents of the Company, and that ye 
muft fubmit to fuch treatment as they give you, whether good or bad ; 
and this is my exprefs injunction. 


Twenty-four Mahals. 





The Purgunnah of - - =- =- - Magurah. 
Ditto - - = =- =- =- =- =- Khaffpoor. 
Ditto - - =- = =- =- =- - Medonmul. 
Ditto - - - - - =- - =- Ektiarpoor. 
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The Purgunnahof - - - - ~ Burridgehatty. 
Ditto - - - - - = - - Azimabad. 
Ditto - - + - =- = = = Muragafia. 
Ditto - - ~- - - = = =  Peechacooly. 

Part of the Purgunnah of - - =-  Shahpoor. 


Shah Nagur. 
Part of the Purgunnah of - - =- Ghur. 
The Purgunnah of -~ - - - Kary Jurry. 


Ditto - =- =- - - = - Duccan Sagor. 
Part of the Purgunnah of - - - Calcutta. 
Part of the Purgunnah of - - ~- Paikan. 
Part of the Purgunnah of - - - £Miunpocr. 
Part of the Purgunnah of - - - Ameerabadi. 
Part of the Purgunnah of - ~ - Mahomed Amecrpoor. 
Saltpans,of - - - - - - Melilung Mahal. 
The Purgannah of - - - - - Hattiagur. 
Ditto - - - - - ~-~- - Meida. 
Part of the Purgunnah of - - - Akbarpoor. 
Part of the Purgunnah of - - - Bellia. 


Part of the Purgunnah of - - -  Buflindarry. 
Dated the * 5th of Rabbi al Sauni, azzo quarto. 

(In the Nabob’s own hand, ferving by way of fign manual.) It is 
written Finis. 

(In Maha Rajah Doolubram’s own hand, as Naib) Seen. 

(In Rajah Raage Bullub’s own hand, as Huffoor Nevife) the 5th of 
Rabbi ul Sauni, anno quarto. Regiftered in the imperial regitter. 

(In Rajah Cunjoo Beharree’s own hand, as Dewan of Bengal) the 5th 
of Rabbi al Sauni, anno quarto. Regiftered in the Dewanncee regilter. 


—_— 
N° VII. 


Copy of the Mutchulcah, or obligatory bond, given by the Company 
upon their being appointed Zemindars of the lands fouth of Cal- 
cutta, dated 


We the Englifh Company do declare, That whereas the ofice of the 
Zemindary of the Kifmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of the Sircar Saut- 
gaum, &c.. belonging to the Paradife of Nations, the Subah of Bengala, 


* About the 20th Dec, 1757. 
in 
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in confideration of the fum of twenty thoufand one hundred and one 
rupees (20,101) peíhcufh, &c. to the Imperial Sircar, from the month 
Poofs (anno 1164) in the year eleven hundred and fixty-four of the 
Bengal era, has been conferred on us, to the end that we attend to 
the rules and cuftoms thereof as is fitting, nor in the leaft circumftance 
neglect or withhold the vigilance and care due thereto; that we deliver 
into the treafury in the proper times, the due rents of the Sircar; that 
we behave in fuch manner to the inhabitants and lower fort of people, 
that by our good management the faid purgunnahs may flourifh and en- 
creafe ; that we fuffer no robbers nor houfebreakers to remain within 
our diftricis, and take {fuch care of the king’s highways, that the tra- 
vellers and paflengers may país and repafs without fear or moleftation; 
that (which God forbid) if the effects of any perfon be plundered or 
{tolen, we difcover and produce the robbers or thieves, together with 
the goods, and deliver the goods to the owners, and the criminals to 
condign punifhment, or elfe that we ourfelves be refponfible for the 
faid goods.---That we take efpecial care, that no one be guilty of any 
crime or drunkennefs within the limits of our zemindary: that after 
the expiration of the year we take a difcharge according to cuftom, and 
that we deliver the accounts of our zemindary agreeable to the ftated 
forms every year, into the Dufter Khana of the Sircar; and that we 
refrain from demanding the articles forbidden by the Imperial Court 
the afylum of the world. 





For this reafon we have given this writing as a mutchulcah and 
agreement, that upon any occafion recourfe may be had thereto. 


————_=_[_—_——kz—=z=E_£E_====== 


Ne VIII. 


Copy of a treaty between Meer Mahomed Coffim Ally Khawn, and 
the Englifh Eaft India Company, on their depofing of Meer Jaf- 
fier, and making Meer Coflim Nabob of Bengal. Dated the 27th 
September 1-760. 


MEER MAHOMED COSSIM KHAWN 


Com ’s Seal. 

on BAHADER’s Seal. 
Two treaties have been written of the fame tenor and reciprocally ex- 
changed, containing the articles under mentioned, between Meer Ma- 
B 2 homed. 
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homed Coffim Khawn Bahader, and the Nabob Shunis 6 Dowla, Gover- 
nor Vanfittart, and the reft of the council for the affairs of the Englifh 
Company, and during the life of Meer Mahomed Coffim Khawn Ba- 
hader, and the duration of the factories of the Englifh Company in this 
country, this agreement fhall remain in force. God is witnefs between 
us, that the following articles fhall in no wife be infringed by either 
Party. 

Firft Article. The Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khawn Bahader 
fhall continue in pofleffion of his dignities, and all affairs be tranfacted 
in his name, and a fuitable income fhall be allowed for his expences. 

Second Article. The Neabut of the Subahdaree of Bengal, Azimabad 
(the capital of Bahar, commonly called Patna) and Oriffa, &c. fhall 
be conferred by his Excellency the Nabob on Meer Mahomed Coffim 
Khawn Bahader ; he {hall be vefted with the adminiftration of all affairs 
of the provinces, and after his Excellency he fhall fucceed to the go- 
vernment. 

Third Article. Betwixt us and Meer Mahomed Coffim Khawn Ba- 
hader, a firm friendfhip and union is eftablifhed, his enemies are our 
enemies, and his friends are our friends, 

Fourth Article. The Europeans and Telengas of the Englifh army 
fhall be ready to affift the Nabob Meer Mahomed Coffim Khawn Bahader 
in the management of all affairs; and in all affairs dependent on him, 
they fhall exert themfelves to the utmoft of their abilities. 

zifth Article. For all charges of the Company and of the faid army 

and provifions for the field, &c. the Lands of Burdwan, and Midni- 
pore, and Chittigong, fhall be afligned, and funnuds for that purpofe 
fhall be written and granted. The Company is to ftand to all lofles, 
and receive all the profits of thefe three countries, and we will demand 
no more than the three alignments aforefaid. 
Sixth Article. One half of the chunam (or lime) produced at Silhett 
for three years, fhall be purchafed by the gomaftahs of the Company, 
from the people of the government, at the cuftomary rate of that place. 
‘The tenants and inhabitants of thofe diftricts fhall receive no injury. 

Seventh Article. The balance of the former Tunkhaw fhall be paid 
according to the kiftbundee (or account of ftated payments) agreed 
upon with the Royroyan; the jewels which have been pledged fhall 
be received back again. 

Eighth Article. We will not allow the tenants of the Sircar to fettle 
in the lands of the Englifh Company, neither fhall the tenants of the 
Company be allowed to fettle in the lands of the Sircar, 














Ninth 
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Ninth Article. We will give no protection to the dependents of the 
Sircar in the lands or in the factories of the Company, neither fhall any 
protection be given to the dependents of the Company in the lands of 
the Sircar ; and whofoever fhall fly to either party for refuge, fhall be 
delivered up. 

Tenth Article. The meafures for war or peace with the Shahzada, 
(meaning the Prince Ally Gohar) and raifing fupplies of money, and 
the concluding both thefe points, fhall be weighed in the fcale of reafon, 
and whatever is judged expedient fhall be put in execution, and it fhall 
be fo contrived by the joint councils, that he be removed from this 
country, nor fuffered to get any footing in it. Whether there be peace 
with the Shahzada, or not, our agreements with Meer Mohamed Coffim 
Khawn Bahader, we will (by the name ol God) inviolably obferve, as 
Iong as the Englifh Company’s factories continue in this Country- 
Dated the * 17th of the Month Seffer in the 1174th Year of the 
Hegira. 











a 
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Copies of the Sunnuds given by the Nabob Meer Mahomed Coffim 
Ally Khawn, to the Company, granting them the provinces of 
Burdwan, Midnipore, and Chittigong, or Iflamabad: alfo the 
chunam (or lime) produced at Silhett for three years. 








Sunnud under the feal of the Nabob Naffer al Muluck Imteaz 6 
Dowlah Nefferat Jung, Meer MaHOoMEp Cosstm KuHawn Ba- 
HADER. 


To the Zemindars, Canongoes, Talookdars, Tenants, Hufbandmen, 
and Chiefs of the villages of the purgunnah of Burdwan, &c. the ze- 
mindary of the Rajah Tilluckchund, in the diftricts of the Subah of 
Bengal. Be it known, that whereas divers wicked people have trai- 
teroufly ftretched forth their hands to plunder the fubjects and watte 
the royal dominions; for this reafon, the faid purgunnah, &c. is 
granted to the Englifh Company, in part for difburfements of their ex- 
pences, and the monthly maintenance of five hundred European horfe, 











* Or 27th September 1760, 
two 
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two thoufand European .foot, and eight thoufand feapoys, which are 
to be entertained for the protection of the royal dominions ; let the 
above officers quietly and contentedly attend and pay to the perfons 
appointed by the Englifh Company, the {tated revenues, and implicitly 
fubmit in all things to their authority. And the office of the collector 
of the Englifh Company is as follows: They /ball continue the Zemindars 
and Tenants in their places, regularly colleét the revenues of the lands, 
and deliver them in monthly for the payment of the expences of the 
Company, and the pay of the above-mentioned forces, that they may 
be always ready, cheerfully and vigoroufly to promote the affairs of the 
King. Let this be punctually obferved. 


Dated the 4th of the moon Rabbi al Awvul, rift fun, anfwering 
to the rft of the month Cartic, 1176, Bengal ftile. 


N. B. The Sunnuds for the Chucklah of Midnipore, in the diftricts 
of the Subah of Oriffa, and for the Tanna of Iflamabad or Chittigong 
appertaining to the Subah of Bengal, are worded as the above. 


Sunnud under the feal of the Nabob Nafler al Muluck, &c. 


To the Daroga of chunam (or lime) and tothe Naib of Silhett. Be 
it known, That whereas. the Englifh Company are conftructing a fort 
in Calcutta, and meet with great obftacles in finifhing that work, in 
the want of ftone chunam; for this reafon it is ordered, that of what- 
ever quantity of chunam is produced at that place, one half (the price 
thereof being received agreeably to the rate of that place) be delivered 
to the gomaftahs of the Englifh Company for the term of three years, 
that no delays may be occafioned in finifhing the fort aforefaid ; and 
the other half is to be fent for the Sircar. Let this be punctually ob- 
ferved. 


Dated the 4th of the moon Rabbi al Awvul, rift fun, anfwering 
to the 1ft of the month Cartic, 1176, Bengal ftile. 


N° X. 
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N° X, 





Copy of a treaty between the Englifh Eaft-India Company and Meer 


Jafiier Ally Khawn, on their rcinftating him in the nabobfhip of 
Bengal. Dated the roth July 17632. 


The Company’s 
large feal. 


The teal of the Nabob, Meer Mahomed Jaffier 
Khawn Bahader Mahabut Jung, &c. 


Articles of a treaty and agreement between the Governor and Coun- 
cil of Fort William on the part of the Englifh Eaft India Company, 
and the Nabob Shujah al Muluck Hoffam ô Dowlah, Meer Ma- 
homed Jaffier Khawn Bahader Mahabut Jung. 


On the part of the Company. 


We engage to reinftate the Nabob, Meer Mahomed Jaffer Khawn 
Bahader, in the fubahdaree of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriffa, by the depofal of Mahomed Coffim Khawn, and the effects, trea- 
fure, jewels, &c. belonging to Meer Mahomed Coffim Khawn, which 


fhall fall into our hands, fhall be delivered up to the Nabob afore- 
named. 


On the part of the Nabob. 


Firft. The treaty which I formerly concluded with the Company 
upon my acceflion to the nizamut, engaging to regard the honour and 
reputation of the Company, their Governor and Council, as my own, 
granting perwanahs for the currency of the Company’s bufinefs ; the 
fame treaty I now confirm and ratify. 

Secondly. Ido grant and confirm to the Company, 
the expences of their troops, the Chuclahs of Burdwan, 
Chittigong, which were before ceded for the fame purpofe. 

Thirdly. Ido ratify and confirm to the En glifh the 
them by their firmaun and feveral hufbulhookums, 
trade by means of their 
impofitions in 
which a duty 
market price. 


for defraying 
Midnipore, and 


privilege granted 
of carrying on their 
own duftuck, free from all duties, taxes, or 
all parts of the country, excepting the article of falt, on 
of 23 percent. is to be levied on the Rowana or Hoogly 


Fourthly. 
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Fourthly. I give to the Compeny half the falt petre which is pro- 
duced in the country of Purnea, which their gomaftahs fhall fend to 
Calcutta. The other half fhall be collected by my Fowzdar, for the 
ufe of my offices ; and I will fuffer no other perfon to make purchafes 
of this article in that country. 

Fifthly. In the Chucklah of Silhett for the fpace of five years, com- 
mencing with the Bengal year 1170, my Fowzdar and the Company’s 
gomaftah fhall jointly prepare chunam, of which each fhall defray half 
the expences ; and half the chunam fo made fhall be given to the Com- 
pany, and the other half fhall be for my ufe. 

Sixthly. I will maintain twelve thoufand horfe and twelve thoufand 
foot in the three provinces. If there fhould be occafion for more, the 
number fhall be increafed by confent of the Governor and Council pro- 
portionably to the emergency. Befidesthefe, the forces of the Englifh 
Company fhall always attend me when they are wanted. 

Sseventhly. Wherever I fhall fix my court, either at Murfhedabad or 
elfewhere, I will advife the Governor and Council; and what number 
of Englifl forces I may have occafion for in the management of my 
affairs, I will demand them, and they fhall be allowed me; and an 
Englifh gentleman fhall refide with me to tranfact all affairs between 
me and the Company; and a perfon fhall alfo refide on my part at 
Calcutta, to negociate with the Governor and Council. 

Eighthly. The late perwanahs iffued by Coffim Ally Khawn, grant- 
ing to all merchants the exemption of all duties for the fpace of two 
years, fhall be *reverfed and called in, and the duties collected as 
before. 

Ninthly. I will caufe the rupees coined in Calcutta to pafs in every 
refpect equal to the ficcas of Murfhedabad, without any deduétion of 
batta ; and whofoever fhall demand batta, fhall be punifhed. 

Tenthly. I will give thirty lacks of rupees to defray all the ex- 
pences and lofs accruing to the Company from the war and ftoppage of 
their inveftment ; and J will reimburfe to all private perfons the amount 








* By the firmaun granted by the Mogul Furrukhfeer to the Englifh, to fecure them from the op 
preffions of fubordinate governments, they traded by their duftuck, duty free. Upon the diffolution 
of the Mogul empire, the provincial government of Bengal alfo became independent: where the 
Englifh trade growing extremely extenfive, the privileges granted them by the duftuck became a no- 
torious abufe, which in effect made them the monopolizers of all trade, even from the natives of the 
country. The Nabob Meer Coffim, very fenfible that fuch was the cafe, and finding it difficult to 
fettle any plan with the Englifh which had not a tendency to opprefs his own fubjeéts, abolifhed all 
duties for two years. He was foon after depofed ; and as this abolition of duties ferved to put the 
natives on the fame footing of trade with the Englifh Company and their fervants, therefore this ar- 
ticle of the prefent treaty was made, that Meer Coffim’s perwanahs fhould be recalled, and that tho 
duties fhould again he paid by the natives, while the Englifh were exempted. 
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of fuch loffes proved before the Governor and Council, as they may 
fuftain in their trade in the country; if I fhould not be able to difcharge 
this in ready money, I will give aflignments of land for the amount. 

Eleventhly. I will confirm and renew the treaty which I formerly 
made with the Dutch. 

Twelfthly. If the French come into the country, I will not allow 
them to erect any fortifications, maintain forces, hold lands, zemin- 
daries, &c. but they fhall pay tribute and carry on their trade as in 
former times. 

Thirteenthly. Some regulations fhall be hereafter fettled between 
us, for deciding all difputes which may arife between the Englifh Agents 
and Gomaftahs in the different parts of the country, and my officers. 

In teftimony whereof, we the faid Governor and Council have fet our 
hands and affixed the feal of the Company to one part hereof, and the 
Wabob aforenamed hath fet his hand and feal to another part hereof, 
which were mutually done and interchanged, at Fort William, the 
1oth day of July 1763. 


Signed HENRY VANSITTART. 
JOHN CARNAC. 
WILLIAM BILLERS. 
WARREN HASTINGS. 
RANDOLPH MARRIOTT. 
HUGH WATTS. 





Fort William, the 29th De- 
cember 1763. 


A true Copy. JOHN GRAHAM, fecretary. 





No XI. 


Copy of the demands made by the Nabob Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn, 
and agreed to by the Governor and Council, upon the treaty of 
the roth of July 1763 (N° X.); and alfo copy of the Nabob’s 
agreement to pay the Company 500,000 rupees per month during 


the war with the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah. Dated the 16th Septem- 
ber 17764. 


Firft. l formerly acquainted the Company with the particulars of 
my own affairs, and received from them repeated letters of encourage- 
ment 
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ment and kindnefs, with prefents: I now make this requeft, that you 
will write in a proper manner to the Company, and alfo to the King of 
England, the particulars of our friendfhip and union, and procure for 
me writings of encouragement, that my mind may be afflured from that 
quarter, that no breach may ever happen between me and the Englifh, 
and that every Governor, Counfellor, and Chiefs of the Englifh that 
are here, or may hereafter come, may be well difpofed and attached 
to me. 

Second. Since all the Englifh gentlemen affured of ‘my friendly 
difpofition to the Company confirm me in the nizamut, I requeft that 
to whatever I may at any time write, they will give their credit and 
affent, nor regard the ftories of defigning men to my prejudice, that 
all my affairs may go on with fuccefs, and no occafion may arife for 
jealoufy or ili-will between us. 

Third. Let no protection be given by any of the Englifh gentlemen 
to any of my dependents, who may fly for {helter to Calcutta, or other 
of your diftricts ; but let them be delivered up to me on demand. I 
{hall ftrictly enjoin all my Fowzdars and Aumils on all accounts to 
afford affiftance and countenance to fuch of the gomaiftahs of the Com- 
pany as attend to the lawful trade of their factories ; and if any of the 
faid gomaftahs fhall act otherwife, let them be checked in fuch a man- 
ner as may be an example to others. 

Fourth. From the neighbourhood of Calcutta to Hoogly, and 
many of their pergunnahs bordering upon each other, it happens that 
on complaints being made, people go againft the Talookdars, Ryots, 
and Tenants of my country, to the prejudice of the bufinefs of the 
Sircar ; wherefore let ftrict orders be given that no perfons be fent 
from Calcutta on the complaints of any one upon my Talookdars or 
Tenants; but on fuch occafions let application be made to me or the 
Naib of the fowzdary of Hoogly, that the Company may be fubjeét to 
no lofs or devaftations. And if any of the traders who belonged to 
the Buckfbunder and Azimgunge, and have fettled in Calcutta, fhould 
be defirous f returning to Hoogly, and carrying on their bufinefS 
there as formerly, let no one moleft them. Chandernagore and the 
French factory were prefented to me by Colonel Clive, and given by 
me in charge to Ameer Beg Khawn, for this reafon let ftriét orders be 
given that no Englifh gentlemen exercife any authority therein, but 
that it remain as formerly under the jurifdiétion of my people. 

Fifth. Whenever I demand any forces from the Governor and 
Council for my affiftance, let them be immediately fent to me, and no 
demand made on me for their expences. 

The 
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The demands of Nabob Sujah al Muluck Hoffam ô Dowlah, Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier Khawn Bahader Mahabut Jung, we, the Prefident 
and Council of the Englifh Company, do agree, and fet our hands to, 
in Fort William, the roth July 1763. 


Signed HENRY VANSITTART. 
WILLIAM BILLERS. 
JOHN CARTIER. 
WARREN HASTINGS. 
RANDOLPH MARRIOTT. 
HUGH WATTS. 


Copy of the Nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn’s note for payment of five lacks. 
per month, for expences of the Company’s troops during the war 
with Sujah al Dowlah. Dated 16th September 1764. 


The Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier Ally Khawn’s note for five lacks 
of rupees per month, for the expences of the army. 

Account of money fettled for the expences of the Europeans and fea- 
poys, the artillery, and the raifing of the cavalry, which fhall be paid 
a month fooner or later according to the particulars under mentioned, 
from the beginning of the month Sophar (31ft July 1764) of the 5th 
year of the reign, till the removal of the troubles with the Vizier; viz. 





In the province of Bengal, at Murfhedabad - - 300,000 
In the province of Bahar, at Patna - - 200,000 


—_—_—— 


Total, rupees 500,000 





Written the 19th of Rabbi al Awvul, the 5th year of the Jaloos *. 


N. B. I will include in the aforefaid fum, whatever balance may 
be due from me on account of my former agreement with the 
Company. 

A true Copy. 


W. MAJENDIE, fecretary 


16th September 1764. 


Ga. Ne XH. 
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N° XII. 





Copy of the Petition, or Propofals made by the Prince Ally Gohar, 
otherwife called THE Kinc, or. THE EMPEROR Shah Allum, to 
Major Hector Munro, then Commander of the Company’s troops 
at Banaras; as inclofed in a letter from the Major to the Governor 
and Council at Calcutta. Dated 22d November 1764. 


If this country is to be kept, put me in poffeffion of it, and leave a 
dmall detatchment of the troops with me, to /how that I am prote#ed 
by the Exglifo, and they fhall be at my expence, that if any enemy 
come any time againft me, I will make fuch connections in the country 
that with my own troops, and the aforementioned {finall detachment, 
will defend the country, without any further affiftance from the Eng- 
lifh, and I will pay them of the revenues of the country what fum they 
jhali demand yearly. If the Englith will contrary to their intereft make 
peace with the Vizier, I will go to Dehly, for I cannot think of return- 
ing again into the hands of a man who has ufed me foill. Ihave no 
friends I depend on more than the Enghfh; their former behaviour to 
me will make me ever refpect and regard them; now is their time to 
be in poffeffion of a country abounding with riches and treafure; I fall 
be fatisfied with whatever fhare they pleafe of it. The Rohillas were 
always enemies to the imperious Vizier, they are all my friends. 








N° XIII. 


Copy of the Articles fent on the 6th December 1764, by the Gover- 
nor and Council of Calcutta, to be executed by the Prince Ally 
Gohar, in the character of EMPEROR ; as enclofed for that purpofe 
to Major Hector Munro, Commander in chief of the army. 


In confideration of the affiftance and fidelity of the Englifh Company, 
which has freed us from the inconveniencies we laboured under, and 
ftrengthened the foundations of THE EmFfIRE which God has given us, 
we have been gracioufly pleafed to grant to the Englith Company our 


royal favours according to the following articles, which fhall remain 
firm both at prefent and in future. 


As 
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As the Englifh Company have been put to a great expence, and their 
affairs expofed to danger, by the war with the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, 
unjuftly and contrary to our royal pleafure waged againft them; we 
have therefore afligned to them the country of Ghazipore, and the reft 
of the zemindary of Bulwant Sing, belonging to the nizamut of the 
Nabob Sujah al Dowlah; and the regulation and government thereof, 
we have given to their difpofal, in the fame manner as it was in the 
Nabob Sujah al Dowlah’s. ‘The aforefaid Rajah having fettled terms 
with the Chiefs of the Englifh Company, is, according thereto, to pay 
the revenues to the Company ; and the amount fhall not belong to the 
books of the royal revenue, but fhall be expunged from them. The 
army of the Englifh Company having joined our ftandard, (hall put us 
in poffefion of IWlahabad, and the reft of the countries belonging to the 
nizamut of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, and the revenues, excepting 
thofe of Rajah Buiwant Sing’s zemindary, fhall be in our entire manage- 
ment and difpofal. 

As the Englifh Company will be at a further expence in putting us in 
poffeffion of Illahabad, and the reft of the nizamut of the Nabob Sujah 
al Dowlah, we will therefore, as we get poffeffion, grant to them out 
of our treafury fuch a proportion of the revenues as the exigencies of 
our affairs will admit of; and when we are put in full poffeffion, we 
will reimburfe the whole expences of the Company in this bufinefs from 
the time of their joining our royal ftandard. 








N° XIV. 


Copy of the IMPERIAL GRANT, or Firmaun of THE EMPEROR 
Shab Allum ; granting to the Company the zemindary of Ghazi- 
pore, Banaras, &c. held by the Rajah Bulwant Sing. Dated 
zogth December 1764. 


As the Engliflh Company have been put to a great expence, and their 
affairs expotfed to danger by the war which the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah 
unjuftly and contrary to our royal pleafure waged againft them; we 
have therefore afiigned to them the country of Ghazipore, and the reft 
of the zemindary of Rajah Bulwant Sing, belonging to the ni- 
zamut of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, and the regulations and 
government thereof we have given to their difpofal, in the {ame manner 
as it was in the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah’s. The aforefaid Rajah having 
fettled terms with the Chiefs of the Englifh Company, is, according 
thereto, to pay the revenues to the Company. 

The 
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The army of the Englifh Company having joined our ftandard, fhall 
put us in poffeffion of Illahabad and the reft of the countrics belonging 
to the nizamut of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, and the revenues, ex- 
cepting thofe of Rajah Bulwant Sing’s zemindary, fhall be in our entire 
management and difpofal. 

It becomes the Company to fhew their grateful fenfe of our royal fa- 
vours, and to exert themtelves to the utmoit in the proper management 
and regulation of the country, to encourage and befriend our fubjects, 
to punifh the contentious and expel the rcbellious from their territories. 
They muft ufe their beft endeavours to promote the welfare of our 
people, the ryots and other inhabitants, to prohibit the ufe of things of 
an intoxicating nature, and fuch as are forbidden by the law of God ; 
in driving out enemies, in deciding caules, and iettling matters agree- 
ably to the rules of Mahomed and the law of the empire, fo that the in- 
habitants may apply themfelves, with peace of mind and {fatisfaction, 
to the cultivation of the country and exercife of other their profeffions, 
and that the weak may not labour under oppreflion and violence.--—---- 
They will confider thefe as our ftrict injunctions. 
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Written on the 4th day of Rejub *, Fort William, 6th February 
the 6th year of the reign. 1765. 
A true Copy of the tranflation, 
W. MAJENDIE, fecretary. 





IN? XV. 





Copy of a Treaty between the Englifh Eaft India Company and 
Najim al Dowlah, on their invefting him with the Nabobfhip of 
Bengal, upon the death of his father Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn. 
Dated 25th February 1765. 





Articles of a treaty and agreement concluded between the Governor 
and Council of Fort William, on the part of the Englifh Eaft India 
Company, and the Nabob Najinr al Dowlah. 


Ou the part of the Company. 


We the Governor and Council do engage to fecure to the Nabob 
Najim al Dowlah, the Subahdary of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 


* 29th December 1764. 
and 
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and Orifla, and to fupport him therein with the Company’s forces 
againft all his enemies. We will alfo, at all times, keep up fuch force 
as may be neceflary, effectually to affift and fupport him in the defence 
of the provinces; and as our troops will be more to be depended ou than 
any the Nabob can have, and lefs expenfive to him, he need therefore 
entertain none but fuch as are requifite for the fupport of the civil 
officers of bis government, and the bufinefsS of bis collections through 
the different diftricts. 

We do further promife, that, in confideration the Nabob fhall con- 
tinue to affift in defraying the extraordinary expences of the war now 
carrying on againft Sujah al Dowlah, with five lacks of rupees per 
month, which was agreed to by his father, that whatever fums may be 
hereafter received of THE KING on account of our afliftance afforded 
in the war fhall be repaid to the Nabob. 








Ox the part of the Nabob. 


In confideration of the affiftance which the Governor and Council have 
agreed to afford, in fecuring to me the fucceffion in the Subahdary of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, heretofore held by my father, the late Na- 
bob Meer Jaffer Ally Khawn, and fupporting me in it againft all my 
enemies, I do agree and bind myfelf to the faithful performance of the 
following articles. 

1ft. The treaty which my father formerly concluded with the Com- 
pany upon his firft acceflion to the nizamut, engaging to regard the 
honour and reputation of the Company, and of their Governor and 
Council, as hisown, and granting perwanahs for the currency of the 
Company’s trade, the fame treaty, as far as is confiftent with the ar- 
ticles hereafter agreed to, I do hereby ratify and confirm. 

2d. Confidering the weighty charge of government, and how eflen- 
tial it is for myfelf, for the welfare of the country, and for the Com- 
pany’s bufinefs, that I fhould have a perfon who has had experience 
therein to advife and affift me, I do agree to have one fixed with me, 
with the advice of the Governor and Council, in the ftation of Naib 
Subah, who fhall accordingly have, immediately under me, the chief 
management of all affairs; and as Mahomed Keza Khawn, the Naib of 
Dacca, has in every refpect my approbation, and that of the Gover- 
nor and Council, I do further agree, that this truft fhall be conferred 
on him; and I will not difplace him without the approbation of thofe 
gentlemen: and in cafe any alteration inthis appointment fhould here- 
after appear advifeable, that Mahomed Reza Khawn, provided he has 

acquitted 
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acquitted himfelf with fidelity in his adminiftration, fhall, in fuch cafe, 
be reinftated in the Naibfhip of Dacca, with the fame authority as 
heretofore. 

3d. The bufinefs of the collections of the revenues fhall, under the 
Naib Subah, be divided into two or more branches, as may appear pro- 
per: and as I have the fulleft dependence and confidence on the at- 
tachment of the Englifh, and their regard to my intereft and dignity, 
and am defirous of giving them every teftimony thereof, Ido further 
confent, that the appointment and difiniflion of the Mutfeddees of thofe 
branches, and the allotment of their feveral diftri¢cts, fhall be with the 
approbation of the Governor and Council. And, confidering how much 
men of my rank and ftatiou are obliged to trufi to the eyes and recommen- 
dations of the fervants about them, and how liable to be deceived, it is 
my further will, that the Governor and Council fhall be at liberty to ob- 
jedé and point out to me when improper people are intrufted, or where 
my officers and fuljeds are oppreffed, and I will pay a proper regard 
to fuch reprefentations, that my affairs may be conducted with honour, 
my people every where be happy, and their grievances be redreffed. 

4th. Ido confirm to the Company, as a fixed refource for defraying 
the ordinary expences of their troops, the Chucklahs of Burdwan, Mid- 
nipore, and Chittigong, in as full a manner as heretofore ceded by my 
father. ‘The fum of five lacks of ficca rupees per month for their main- 
tenance, was further agreed to be paid by my father; I agree to pay 
the fame out of my treafury, whilft the exigency for keeping up fo 
large an army continues. When the Company’s occafions will admit a 
diminution of the expences they are put to, on account of thofe troops, 
the Governor will then relieve me from fuch a proportion of this af 
fignment, as the increaled expences incurred by keeping up the whole 
force neceflary for the defence of the provinces will admit of; and as I 
eftcem the Company’s troops entirely equal thereto and as my own, I 
will only maintain fuch as are immediately neceflary for the dignity of 
my perfon and government, and the bufinefs of my colledious through the 
provinces. 

5th. I do ratify and confirm to the Englith the privilege granted them 
by their firmaun and feveral hufbulhookums of carrying on their trade 
by means of their own duftuck, free from all duties, taxes, or impo- 
pofitions in all parts of the country, excepting in the article of íalt, on 
which a duty of 23 per cent. is to be levied on the rowana, or Hoogly 
market price. 

6th. I give to the Company the iiberty of purchafing half the falt- 
petre produced in the country of Purnea, which their gomaftahs fhall 

fend 
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fend to Calcutta: the other half fhall be colleéted by my Fowzdar for 
the ufe of my offices: and I will fuffer no other peifons to make pur- 
chafes of this article in that country. 

sth. In the Chucklah of Silhett, for the fpace of five years, com- 
mencing with the Bengal year 1171, my Fowzdar, and a gomaftah on 
the part of the Company, fhall jointly provide chunam ; cf which cach 
fliall defray half the expence, and half the chunam fo made fhall be 
given to the Company. 

8th. Although I fhould occafionally remove to other places in the 
provinces, I agree that the books of the Sircar fhall be always kept, and 
the bufinefs conduéted at Murfhedabad, and that fhall, as heretofore, 
be the feat of my government. And wherever Iam, I confent that an 
Englifh gentleman fhall refide with me to tranfact all affairs between 
me and the Company; and that a perfon of high rank fhall alfo refide 
on my part at Calcutta, to negotiate with the Governor and Council. 

oth. I will caufe the rupees coined at Calcutta to pafs in every re- 
{pect equal to the ficcas of Murfhedabad, without any deduction of 
batta; and whofoever fhall demand batta, fhall be punifhed. ‘The an- 
nual lofs on coinage by the fall of batta, on the iffuing of the new 
ficcas, is a very heavy grievance to the country ; and after mature con- 
fideration, I will, in concert with the Governor and Council, purfue 
whatever may appear the beft method for remedying it. 

roth. I will allow no Europeans whatever to be entertained in my 
fervice; and if there already be any, they fhall be immediately difmiffed. 

rith. The Kiftbundee for payment of the reftitution to the fufferers 
in the late troubles, as executed by my father, I will fee faithfully paid ; 
no delays fhall be made in this bufinefs. 

12th. I confirm and will abide by the treaty which my father formerly 
made with the Dutch. 

123th. If the French come into the country, I will not allow them to 
ereét any fortifications, maintain forces, or hold lands, zemindaries, &c. 
but they fhall pay tribute, and carry on their trade as in former times. 

14th. Some regulations fhall be hereafter fettled between us, for de- 
ciding all difputes which may arife between the Englfh gomaftahs and 
my officers in the different parts of the country. 

In teftimony whereof, we the faid Governor and Council have fet 
our hands, and affixed the feal of the Company to one part hereof, and 
the Nabob, before named, has fet his hand and feal to another part. 


A true Copy. 
W. MAJENDIE, fecretary. 


D No XVI. 
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N° XVI. 


Copy of the funnud from the Nabob Najim al Dowlah, for the rever 
fion, in perpetuity, of Lord Clive’s jagueer tothe Company. Dated 
the 23d June 1765. 


Be it known to the Counfellors and Chiefs of the Englith Company, 
the prefent and future Mutfeddees, the Chowdries, Canongos, Muc- 
kaudums, KRyots, Muggaries, and all other inhabitants of the Purgun- 
nahs of Calcutta, &c. in the Sircar of Sautgaum, &e. in the province 
of Bengal. 

The fum of 222,958 rupees and odd, agreeably to the Dewannee 
funnud, and the funnud of the High and Mighty Meer Mahomed Jaffier 
Khawn, Nazim of the province, has been appointed from the aforefaid 
pergunnahs, belonging to the Chucklah of Hoogly, &c. in the Sircar of 
Sautgaum, &c. the Zemindary of the Englifh Company, as an uncon- 
ditional jagueer to the High and Mighty Lord Clive. Now likewife 
the faid pergunnahs are confirmed as an unconditional jagueer to the 
High and Mighty aforefaid from the 16th of May, of the 1764th year of 
Chrift (anfwering to the 14th of Zelcada, of the 1177th year of the 
Hegira) to the 16th May, of the 1774th Year of Chrift (anfwering to the 
8th of Rubby al Awvul, of the 1188th year of the Hegira) being ten 
years, of which one year is expired, and there are nine to come. 
They fhall appertain as an unconditional jagueer to the High and Mighty 
aforefaid, and after the expiration of this term they fhall revert as an 
unconditional jagueer and perpetual gift to the Company, and if 
(which God forbid) the High and Mighty aforefaid fhall die within this 
term, they fhall revert to the Company immediately upon his death. It 
is requifite that ye fhould regard the High and Mighty aforefaid, during 
the forementioned term, and after him the Company aforefaid as un- 
conditional jagueerdars, and regularly pay them the revenues of thie 
aforefaid pergunnahs. 





Written the 22d of June 1765, anfwering to the 3d of Mohurrum of 
the 1179th Year of the Hegira. 


E. STEPHENSON, Prov!. Secry. 


N° XVIL 
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Ne XVII. 


Copy of the new agreement or treaty jointly entered into between 
the Nabob Najim al Dowlah, the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, THE 
EMPEROR SHAH ALLUM, and Lord Clive and the Secret Com- 
mittee of Calcutta ; upon the latter’s revoking all former treaties, 
and new modelling the affairs of the Company, by aluming the 
Dewannec. Dated the 16th Auguit 1765. 





(Sealed and approved by THE EMPEROR ) 


Whereas the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, Baron Clive of 
Plaffey, Knight, Companion of the moft Honourable Order of the Bath, 
Major General and Commander of the Forces, Prefident of the Council, 
and Governor of Fort-William, and of all the fettlements belonging to 
the united Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, 
in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffla; and John Carnac, 
Efquire, Brigadier General, Colonel in the fervice of the faid Company, 
and commanding Officer of their forces upon the Bengal eftablifhment, 
are invefted with full and ample powers, on the behalf of his Excellency 
the Nabob Najim al Dowlah, Subahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, 
and likewife on behalf of the united Company of Merchants of England 
trading ta the Eaft Indies, to negotiate, fettle, and finally to conclude 
a firm and lafting peace with his Highnefs the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, 
Vizier of the Empire: Be it known to all thofe to whom it may or fhall 
in any manner belong, that the above-named plenipotentiaries have 
agreed upon the following articles with his Highnefs. 

rft. A perpetual and univerfal peace, fincere friendfhip, and firm 
union fhall be eftablifhed between his Highnefs Sujah al Dowlah and his 
heirs, on the one part, and his Excellency Najim al Dowlah, and the 
Englith Eaft India Company, on the other, fo that the faid contracting 
powers fhall give the greateft attention to maintain between themfelves, 
their dominions, and their fubjects, this reciprocal friendfhip, without 
permitting, on either fide, any kind of hoftilities to be committed from 
henceforth for any caufe, or under any pretence whatfoever ; and every 
thing fhall be carefully avoided, which might hereafter prejudice the 
union now happily eftablifhed. 

2d. In cafe the dominions of his Highnefs Sujah al Dowlah fhall at 
any time hereafter be attacked, his Excellency Najim al Dowlah and 
the Englifh Company, fhall affift him with a part or the whole of their 

D2 forces, 
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forces, according to the exigency of his affairs, and fo far as may be 
confiftent with their own fecurity; and if the dominions of his Excel- 
lency Najim al Dolawh, or the Englifh Company, fhall be attacked, 
his Highnefs fhall in like manner afhft them with a part or the whole of 
his forces ; in the cafe of the Englifh Company’s forces being employed 
in his Highnefs’s fervice, the extraordinary expence of the fame is to be 
defrayed by him. 

3d. His Highnefs folemnly engages never to entertain or receive 
Coflim Ally Khawn, the late Subahdar of Bengal, &c. Sumroo the af- 
faffin of the Englifh, nor any of the European deferters within his do- 
minions, nor to give the leaft countenance, fupport, or protection to 
them: he likewife folemnly engages to deliver up to the Englifh what- 
ever Europeans may in future defert from them into his country. 

4th. The King, Shah Allum, fhall remain in full poffeffion of Cora, and 
fuch part of the province of Ilahabad as he now poffeffes, which are 
ceded to his Majefty as a royal demefne for the fupport of his dignity 
and expences. 

5th. His Highnefs Sujah al Dowlah engages, in the moft folemn man- 
ner, to continue Bulwant Sing in the Zemindaries of Banaras, Ghazi- 
pore, and all thofe diftricts he poffeffed at the time he came over to the 
late Nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn and the Englifh, on condition of his 
paying the fame revenue as heretofore. 

6th. In confideration of the great expence incurred by the Englifh 
Company in carrying on the late war, his HighnefS agrees to pay them 
(fifty) 50 lacks of rupees, in the following manner, viz. (twelve) 12 
lacks in money, anda depofit of jewels, to the amount of eight lacks, 
upon the figning of this treaty ; (five) 5 lacks one month after, and the 
remaining (twenty-five) 25 lacks by monthly payments, fo as that the 
whole may be difcharged in (thirteen) 13 months from the date hereof. 

7th. It being firmly refolved to reftore to his Highnefs the country of 
Banaras, and the other diftri¢ts now rented by Bulwant Sing, notwith- 
ftanding the grant of the fame from THE K1nc to the Enghifh Company; 
it is therefore agreed, that they fhall be ceded to his Highnefs in man- 
ner following, viz. They fhall remain in the hands of the Englifh Com- 
pany with their revenues, till the expiration of the agreement between 
the Rajah Bulwant Sing and the Company, being on the 27th Novem- 
ber next; after which his Highnefs {hall enter into poffeffion, the fort 
of Chunar excepted, which is not to be evacuated until the 6th article 
of this treaty be fully complied with. 

Sth. His Highnefs fhall allow the Englifh Company to carry on a trade, 
duty-free, throughout the whole of his dominions. 

oth. All 
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ọth. All the relations and fubje&s of his Highnefs, who in any man- 
ner afiifted the Englifh during the courfe of the late war, fhall be for- 
given, and no ways molefted for the fame. 
roth. As foon as this treaty is executed, the Englifh forces fhall be 
withdrawn from the dominions of his Highnefs, excepting fuch as may 
be neceflary for the garrifon of Chunar, or for the defence and protefion 
of THE KiNG in the city of Illahabad, if his Majefty fhould require a 
force for that purpofe. 
rith. His Highnefs the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, his Excellency the 
Nabob Najim al Dowlah, and the Englifh Company, promife to obferve 
fincerely and ftrictly all the articles contained and fettled in the prefent 
treaty; and they will not fuffer the fame to be infringed, dire&ly or 
indirectly, by their refpective fubjects ; and the faid contracting powers 
generally and reciprocally guarantee to each other all the ftipulations of 
the prefent treaty. 
CLIVE [L. S.] 
JOHN [L. S.] CARNAC. 
SUJAH [(L.5.] AL DOWLAH’s Seal and Ratification. 
MIRZA COSSIM KHAWN. 
RAJAH SHETABROY. 
MEER MASHA ALLAH. 


Signed, fealed, and folemnly {worn to, according to their refpeétive 
faiths, by the contracting parties at Illahabad, this 16th day of Au- 
guft, in the year of our Lord 1765, in the prefence of us,---— 


EDMUND MASKELYNE, 
ARCHIB. SWINTON, 


GEORGE VANSITTART. 
Fort-William, September 30th 1765. 


A true Copy. 


ALEXANDER CAMPBELL. 
ae Oe C, 
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N° XVIL 


Copy of the General Firmaun from THE EMPEROR, SHAH ALLUM, 


granting to the Company the Dewannee of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriffa. Dated 12th Auguft 1765. 


At this happy time our royal firmaun, indifpenfably requiring obe- 
dience, is iffued, That whereas, in confideration of the attachments and 
fervices 
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fervices of the High and Mighty, the Nobleft of exalted Nobles, the Chicf 
of illuftrious Warriors, our faithful fervants and fincere well-wifhers, 
worthy of our royal favours, the Englifh Company, we have granted them 
the Dewannee of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, from the 
beginning of the Fufful Rubby of the Bengal year 1172, as a free gift 
and ultumgau, without the aflociation of any other perfon, and with an 
exemption from the payment of the cuftoms of the Dewannee, which 
ufed to be paid to the court; it is requifite that the faid Company ez- 
gage to be fecurity for the fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees a year, 
for our royal revenue, which fum has been appointed from the Nabob, 
Najim al Dowlah Bahader, and regularly remit the fame to the royal 
Sircar ; andin this cafe, as the faid Company are obliged to keep upa 
large army for the protection of the provinces of Bengal, &c. we have 
granted to them whatfoever may remain out of the revenues of the faid 
provinces, after remitting the fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees to the 
royal Sircar, and providing for the expences of the nizamut: it is re- 
quifite that our royal defcendents the Viziers, the beftowers of dignity, 
the Omrahs, high in rank, the great officers, the Mutfeddees of the De- 
wannee, the managers of the bufinefs of the Sultanut, the Jagueerdars 
and Croories, as well the future as the prefent, ufing their conftant en- 
deavours for the eftablifhment of this our royal command, leave the {aid 
office in pofleflion of the faid Company, from generation to generation, 
for ever and ever; looking upon them to be infured from difmiffion or 
removal, they muft on no account whatfoever give them any interrup- 
tion, and they muft regard them, as excufed and exempted from the 
payment of all the cuftoms of the Dewannee, and royal demands. Know- 


ing our orders on the fubjeéct to be moft ftri& and pofitive, let them 
not deviate therefrom. 


Written the 24th of Sophar, of the 6th year of the Jaloos* 
Contents of the Zimmun. 


Agreeably to the paper which has received our fign-manual, our royal 
commands are iffued, that in confideration of the attachment and fer- 
vices of the High and Mighty, the Nobleft of exalted Nobles, the Chief 
of illuftrious Warriors, our faithful fervants and fincere well-wifhers, 
worthy of our royal favours, the Englifh Company, we have granted 
them the Dewannee of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, from 
the beginning of the Fufful Rubby of the Bengal year 1 I72, as a free 


* The 12th Auguft 1765. 
gift 
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gift and ultumgau, without the affociation of any other perfon, and 
with an exemption from the cuftoms of the Dewannee, which ufed to 
be paid to the court, on condition of their being fecurity for the fum 
of twenty-{ix lacks of rupees a year, for our royal revenue ; which fum 
has been appointed from the Nabob Najim al Dowlah Bahader; and 
after remitting the royal revenue, and providing for the expences of 
the nizamut, whatíoever may remain we have granted to the faid Com- 
pany. 


The Dewannee of the province of Bengal. 
The Dewannee of the province of Bahar. 
The Dewannee of the province of Oriffa. 


A true Copy. 


Fort-William, ALEX. CAMPBELL, 
30th cf September 1765. >. 5. C 





Ne XIX. 


Copy of the Firmaun from THE EMPEROR, SHAH ALLUM, confirm- 
ing to the Englifl’ Company the provinces of Burdwan, Midnipore, 
and Chittigong, and the 24 purgunnahs of Calcutta, &c. before 
ceded to them by the Nabobs, Jaflier Ally Khawn and Cofim Ally 
Khawn. Dated the 12th Auguft 1765. 


At this happy time our royal firmaun, indifpenfably requiring obe- 
dience, is iffued, that the Chuclahs of Burdwan, Midnipore, and Chit- 
tigong, &c. and alfo the twenty-four purgunnahs of Calcutta, &c. 
(the zemindary of the high and mighty, the nobleft of exalted nobles, 
the chief of illuftrious warriors, our faithful fervants and fincere well- 
withers, worthy of our royal favours, the Englifh Company) which 
were granted to the faid Company in the time of Meer Mahomed Cot 
fim and Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khawn, deceafed. We, in confidera- 
tion of the attachment of the faid Company, have been gracioufly 
pleated to confirm to them, from the beginning of the Fufful Rubby of 
the Bengal year 1172, as a free gift and ultumgau, without the affo- 
ciation of any other perfon. It is requifite that our royal defcendents 
the Viziers, the beftowers of dignity, the Omrahs, high in rank, the 
great officers, the Mutfeddees of the Dewannee, the managers of the 


bufinefS 
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bufinefs of the Sultanut, the Jagueerdars and Croories, as well the fu- 
ture as the prefent, ufing their conftant endeavours for the eftablifh- 
ment of this our royal command, leave the faid diftricts and purgun- 
nahs in poffeffion of the faid Company, from generation to generation, 
for ever and ever; looking upon them to be infured from difmiffion 
or removal, they muft on no account whatfoever give them any inter- 
ruption, andthey muft regard them as excufed and exempted from the 
payment of all manner of cuftoms and demands. Knowing our orders 
on this fubject to be moft ftrict and pofitive, let them not deviate 


therefrom. 


Written the 24th of Sophar, of the 6th Year of the Jaloos*. 


Contents of the Zimmun. 


Agreeably to the paper which has received our fign-manual, our 
royal commands are iffued, that the Chuclahs of Burdwan, Midnipore, 
and Chittigong, &c. and alfo the twenty-four purgunnahs of Calcutta, 
&c. (the zemindary of the Englifh Company) which were granted to the 
faid Company in the time of Meer Mahomed Coffim, and Meer Ma- 
homed Jaffier Khawn, deceafed, be confirmed to the faid Company, as 
a free gift and ultumgau, without the affociation of any other perfon. 





Chuclah of Burdwan. 
Chuclah of Midnipore. 
Chuclah of Chittigong. 


The twenty-four purgunnahs of Calcutta, &c. the Zemindary of 
the Englifh Company. 


Fort-William, September 30th 1765, 


ALEXR. CAMPBELL. 
Ba toy ka 


* The 12th Auguft 176s. 


N° XX. 
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N° XX. 


Copy of the Firmaun from THE EMPEROR SHAH ÅLLUM, confirm- 
ing the Reverfion, in perpetuity, of Lord Clive’s Jagueer to the 
Company. Dated the r2th Auguít 1765. 


Whereas a funnud has been prefented to us under the fecal of the 
Nabob, Najim al Dowlah Bahader, to the following purport, viz. ‘* The 
‘« fum. of 222,958 ficca rupees and odd, agreeably to the Dewannce 
« funnud, and the funnud of the high and mighty Sujah al Muluck 
« Hoflam 6 Dowlah MEER MOHAMED JAFFIER KHAWN BAHADER, has 
‘¢ been appointed from the Purgunnahs of Calcutta, &c. in the Sircar of 
« Sautgaum, &c. in the province of Bengal (the Paradite of the earth) 
<< the zemindary of the Englifh,Company, as an unconditional jagueer 
« tothe High and Mighty Zubdut al Muluck Nuffler al Dowlah Lorp 
< CLIVE, Bahader, now likewife the faid Purgunnahs are confirmed as 
« an unconditional jagueer to the High and Mighty aforefaid, from the 
s 16th May ofthe 1764th year of the Chriftian ftile (anfwering to the 
« rath of Zelcada of the 1177th year of the hegira) to the expiration 
“« of ro years, they fhall appertain as an unconditional jagueer to the 
« High and Mighty aforefaid, and after the expiration of this term, 
<< to revert to the Company as an unconditional jagueer and perpetual 
<< gift; and if the High and Mighty aforefaid fhould die within the faid 
< term, they fhall revert to the Company immediately upon his death.” 
And whereas the faid funnud has met with our approbation at this 
happy time, therefore our royal firmaun, indifpenfably requiring obe- 
dience, is iffued; that in confideration of the fidelity of the Englifh 
Company and the High and Mighty aforefaid, the faid jagueer ftand 
confirmed agreeably to the aforefaid funnud: it is requifite that the pre- 
fent and future Mutfeddees, the Chowdries, Canongoes, Muckaudums, 
Ryots, and all other inhabitants of the Purgunnahs of Calcutta, &c. in 
the Sircar of Sautgaum, &c. regard the High and Mighty aforefaid dur- 
ing the forementioned term, and after him the Company aforefaid, as 
unconditional Jagueerdars, and regularly pay them the revenues of the 


faid Purgunnahs. 








Written the 24th Sophar, the 6th year of Jaloos * 


* The 12th Ang. 1765. 


E Contents 






. 
. = 
A : 
4 
ay 
"AP Yol A 


2) 
——— 


A P PEN DiI X. 





Contents of the Zimmun. 


Agreeably to the paper which has been received, our fign manual, 
our royal commands are iffued, that whereas the fum of 222,958 ficca 
rupees and odd, has been appointed from the Purgunnahs of Calcutta, 
&c. in the Sircar of Sautgaum, &c. the zemindary of the Englith Com- 
pany, as an unconditional jagueer to the High and Mighty Subdut al 
Muluck Nuffer al Dowlah Lorp Crtive Bahader, agrecably to the De- 
wannee funnud, and the funnud of the Nazim of the province; in con- 
fideration therefore of the attachment of the High and Mighty afore- 
faid, we have been gracioufly pleafed to confirm to him the {faid Pur- 
gunnahs for the {pace of ten years, commencing fromthe 16th May of 
the 1764th year of the Chriftian ftile, or 14th of Zelcada of the 1177th 
year of the hegira; and in confideration of the attachment of the Eng- 
iifh Company, we have granted the faid Purgunnahs to them after the 
expiration of the aforefaid term, as an unconditional jagueer and per- 
petual gift; and if the High and Mighty aforefaid fhould die within 


this term, the faid Purgunnahs are to revert immediately, to the Englifh 
Company. 


Fort William, the 30th September 1765. 


A true Copy. 


ALEX? CAMPBELL. 
Bs tle Rane 


es 


N° XXI. 


Copy of the Firmaun from THE EMPEROR SHAH ALLUM, granting 
to the Company the Five Northern Sircars of Sicacole, &c. Dated 
12th Auguft 1765. 


In thefe happy times, our firmaun, full of fplendor and worthy obe- 
dience, is defcended, purporting, that whereas Salabat Jung Bahader, 
Subahdar of the Deccan, conferred the Sircar of Sicacole, &c. on the 
French Company; and that, in confequence of its not being confirmed 


by 


ae 
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by us, either by firmaun or otherwife, the high, mighty, and glorious 
Chiefs of the Khawns, chofen of the Omrahs, Seapoy Surdars, truly 
faithful, worthy of receiving favours and obligations, our invariable 
and never-failing friends and well-wifhers, the Enghfh Company, 
(having fent a large force for that purpofe) did expel the French there- 
from. We therefore, in confideration of the fidelity and good wifhes 
of the High, Mighty, &c. &c. Englifh Company, have from our throne, 
the bafis of the world, given them the aforementioned Sircars by way 
of iniam or free gift (without the leaft participation of any perfon 
whatever in the fame) from the beginning of the Phufful of Tuccau- 
cooul, in the year of Phaly 1172, equal to the month of April 1762. 
It is incumbent therefore upon you, our Sons, Omrahs, Viziers, Go- 
vernors, Mutfeddees for the affairs of our dewanfhip, Mootecophils for 
thofe of our kingdom, Jagueerdars and Croories, both now and here- 
after, for ever and ever, to ufe your endeavours in the ftrengthening 
and carrying into execution this our moft high command, and to cede 
and give up to the above-mentioned Englifh Company, their heirs and 
defcendents, for ever and ever, the aforefaid Sircars, and efteeming 
them likewife free, exempt, and fafe from all difplacing and removal : 
by no means whatever, either moleft or trouble them, on account of 
the demands of the Dewan’s office, or thofe of our Imperial Court. 
Looking upon this high firmaun as an abfolute and pofitive order, 


obey it implicitly. Dated the 24th of the moon Sophar *, in the fixth 
year of our reign. 











Forms made ufe of on the back of the Firmaun. 


From the fecretary, fetting forth, that his Majefty had been pleafed 
to fign a petition, ({ippofed to be from the Company) of the fame date 
as the firmaun, directing, that whereas Salabat Jung Bahader, Subahdar 
of the Deccan, conferred the Sircar of Sicacole, &c. on the French 
Company, and that in confequence of it’s not being confirmed by his 
Majetty, either by firmaun or otherwife, the High, Mighty, &c. &e 
Englifh Company (having fent a large force for that purpofe) did ex- 
pel the faid French therefrom. His Majefty therefore, in confideration 
of the fidelity of the aforefaid Englith Company, has given them (with- 
out the participation of any perfon whatever in the fame) the above- 
mentioned Sircars by way of iniam or free gift. 





* Equal to the 12th Auguft 1765. 
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36 
Then follow two orders from the Mogul; the firft, fuppofed to be 
in his own hand, addrefled to his fon Mirza Mahoined Acbur Shah Ba- 
hader, telling him to comply wiih the contents of this firmaun; the 
other, directing that the Englifh Company be under his fon’s command 
or in his Refaula. The whole attefted under Kazy Inauyet Khawn’s 
feal to be a true copy from the original. 


N° XXII. 


Copy of the agreement whereby the Right Honourable Robert Lord 
Clive, on the part of the Englifh Eaft India Company, agrees to 
pay the King Shah Allum, from the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Oriffa, the fum of twenty-fix lacks, or 325,o001. per an- 
num, in gratitude for the favours which his Lordfhip and the 
Company had received from His IMPERIAL MAJESTY. Dated 
19th Auguft 1765. 


Articles of agreement with his Majefty. 


The Nabob Najim al Dowlah agrees to pay to his Majefty out of the 
revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, the fum of 26 lacks of rupees 
a year, without any deduction for batta, on bills of exchange, by re- 
gular monthly payments, amounting to Rs. 216,666 ro 9 per month; 
the firft payment to commence from the rft of September of the prefent 
year; and the Englifh Company, in confideration of his Majefty’s 
having been gracioufly pleafed to grant them the dewannee of Bengal, 
&c. do engage themfelves to be fecurity for the regular payment of the 
fame. Itfhall be paid month by month from the factory of Patna, to 
Rajah Shetabroy, or whomfoever his Majefty may think proper to no- 
minate, that it may be forwarded by him to the court: but in cafe the 
territories of the aforefaid Nabob fhould be invaded by any foreign 
enemy, a deduction is then to be made out of the ftipulated revenue, 
proportionably to the damage that may be fuftained. 

In confideration of Nudjuff Khawn’s having joined the Englifh forces, 
and acted in his Majefty’s fervice in the late war; his Majefty will be 
gracioufly pleafed to allow him the fum of two lacks of rupees a year, 
to be paid by equal monthly payments ; the firft payment to commence 
from the ít of September of the prefent year: and in default thereof, 

; the 
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the Englifh Company, who are guarantees for the fame, will make it 
good out of the revenue allotted to his Majefty from the territories of 
Bengal. If the territories of Bengal fhould at any time be invaded, 
and on that account a deduction be made out of the royal revenue ; in 
fuch cafe a proportionable deduction fhall alfo be made out of Nudjuff 
Khawn’s allowance. 





Dated the roth of Auguft 1765. 
Fort-William, 30th September 1765. 
A true Copy. 


ALEX? CAMPBELL. 
5. S.C. 





N° XXIII. 


Copy of the Articles of Refignation agreed to in July 1765, 
whereby the Nabob, Najim al Dowlah, agrees to accept of 
the fum of 5,386,131 rupees g annas, or 673,266 pounds 
{terling, for the fupport of his government and dignity ; becauíe 
Hrs IMPERIAL Majesty SHAH ALLUM had heen pleafed to give 
the revenues of his nabob/bip to the Englifh Eaft India Company. 


Agreement with the Nabob made by Mr. Francis Sykes in July 1765. 
(See his letter to the Secret Committee at Calcutta, dated the 28th 


July 1765.) 


The King having been gracioufly pleafed to grant the Englifh Com- 
pany the dewannee of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, with the revenues 
thereof, as a free gift for ever, on certain conditions, whereof one is, 
that there fhall be a fufficient allowance out of the faid revenues for 
fupporting the expence of the Nizamut; be it known to all whom it 
may concern, that I do agree to accept of the annual fum of ficca ru- 
pees, 5,386,131 9 o as an adequate allowance for the tupport of the 
Nizamut, which is to be regularly paid as follows, viz. the fum of ficca 
rupees, 1,778,854 I o for my houfehold expences, fervants, &c. and 
the remaining fum of rupees 3,607,277 8 o for the maintenance of 
fuch horfe, feapoys, peons, Bercundazes, &c. as may be thought ne- 
ceflary for my Sewawry, and the fupport of my dignity only, fhould 


fuch an expence hereafter be thought neceflary to be kept up, but on 
no 
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no account ever to exceed that amount; and having a perfect reliance 
on Maecen al Dowlah, I defire he may have the difburfing of rupees, 
3,607,277 8 o for the purpofes before-mentioned. This agreement, by 
the blefling of God, I hope will be inviolably obferved, as long as the 
Englifh Company’s factories continue in Bengal. 


A true Copy. 


ALEX. CAMPBELL. 
S. &. G 





N° XXIV. 


The Memorial of Mr. Thomas Hamilton, to the Honourable the 
Mayor’s Court of Calcutta. Dated 13th June, 1769. 


To the Honourable the Mayor’s Court for the town of Calcutta, at 
Fort-William, Bengal. 


The Memorial of Thomas Hamilton of Calcutta, furgeon, 


SHEWETH, 


That fometime, in or about the month of June laft paft, the memo- 
rialift was a fuitor in this honourable court, againft Ramababoo, dce- 
fendant, and employed Mr. Richard Whittall, one of the attornies of 
this court, as his attorney, to profecute and maintain the fame. 

That, in the courfe of faid fuit, the memorialift was informed, and 
did, on very good authority, believe, that the faid defendant was going 
to leave Calcutta, and retire out of the jurifdidtion of this honourable 
court. 

That in confequence of fuch information, the memorialift took the 
neceflary and ufual fteps to fecure himfelf and fuit, by fwearing, by 
affidavits drawn by his faid attorney, to the truth of his demand, and 
his belief of the faid defendant’s being about to depart; in order to 
oblige the faid defendant to give bail, as is the conftant and invariable 
practice of this court, as the memorialift is advifed. 

That after fome time, the memorialift finding, notwithftanding his 
affidavits fworn as above recited, that no warrants were iffued to com- 
pel the faid defendant to give bail as required, the memorialift imagined: 
himfelf neglected by his faid attorney ; and in confequence very freely 

com- 
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communicated his fentiments to his faid attorney, who excufed himfelf, 
by declaring it was not in his power to do what he conceived he ought 
for the memorialit, forafmuch as he was brow-beat, and intimidated by 
Cornelius Goodwin, Efquire, then Mayor, and even threatened to be ex- 
pelled the court on the occafion ; and that the faid Mr. Goodwin, then 
Mayor, did, in or about the 7th day of June aforefaid, in open court in 
judgment fitting, declare, that the memorialif?s oath ought not to be taken ; 
and that the defendant had been with him at his houfe, and had there fa- 
tisfied him, that he, the defendant, was a man of fubftance ; and the re- 
fult of the faid private interview between the faid Mayor and the faid 
defendant, was the faid Mayor’s then and there, in open court, declar- 
ing, that the memorialift’s faid affidavits fhould not be taken nor ad- 
mitted ; and though warrants had been before ordered, they were then 
fuperfeded, and bail was dire&ed uot to be given; at the fame time the 
memorialift’s faid attorney was obliged to be filent in his behalf, being 
at the fame time and place, by the faid Mayor, threatened to be ex- 
pelled the court, if ever he undertook fuch a caufe in future. 

That the faid Mr. Whittall, the memorialift’s attorney, hath fince, 
and very lately, further advifed the memoralift, that on or about Tue 
day the 30th day of May laft paft, he the faid Cornelius Goodwin, then 
an Alderman, did in public court, then and there declare, that the faid 
Mr. Whittall had drawn in the memorialift to {wear to an affidavit to 
make a man give bail (meaning in the above caufe) and had perfuaded 
the memorialift to fwear to the fame. 

The memorialift therefore conceives himfelf greatly wronged and 
aggrieved, both in his character, reputation, and intereft, by the fcan- 
dalous and injurious fpeeches, and moft partial proceedings of him the 
faid Cornelius Goodwin, in hearing any party in a caufe pending in 
this honourable court, at his own houfe, and then coming to the bench, 
and there refufing the memorialift the benefit of the laws of his coun- 
try, becaufe he was pleafed to be fatisfied with the adverfe party, pri- 
vately in his own houfe. Which proceedings of him, the faid Corne- 
lius Goodwin, the memorialift doth aver and maintain to be repugnant 
to equity and good confcience, and manifeftly tending to the infamy, 
wrong, and injury of the memorialift, and fuch as require immediate 
redreis and relief; the which, in order to obtain, is the true intent and 
meaning of this memorial to this honourable court, if happily the fame 
may be thereby had: the memorialift humbly conceiving, that being 
an Alderman of this court is no fan&tion for the faid Mr. Goodwin’s 
treating him as the moft infamous of men, by faying that his oath ought 
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not to be taken, or that he is to be drawn in or perfuaded, cither by 
his attorney or any other perfon, to fwear to any thing wherein his cox- 
{ciencc does not take part; or that he is thereby at liberty, on any 
private conference with the memorialift’s adverfary out of court, to de- 
prive him, a true and liege Britifh fubject, of the benefit of the laws oi 
his country: from which alone he expects redrefs in this honourable 
court. 


Calcutta, THOS HAMILTON. 
13th June, 1769. 
A true Copy. 


Signed J. MAY, regifter. 





N° XXV. 


The Anfwer of Cornelius Goodwin, Efquire, Alderman, and late 
Mayor of Calcutta, to the Memorial of Mr. Thomas Hamilton ; 
addreffed to the Honourable the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta. Dated 
27th June, 1769. 





To David Killican, Efquire, &c. Members of the Honourable 
the Mayor’s Court. 


Gentlemen, 





Mr. Thomas Hamilton having prefented to this honourable court a 
memorial, {etting forth fome pretended injuries or grievances received 
from me, or through my means, refpecting a fuit he commenced in 
this honourable court againft Ramababoo, on or about the month of 
June laft paft, and it appearing to me, that I am greatly injured in 
the reprefentation of thofe grievances, I think it incumbent on me, for 
my own juftification, to acquaint this honourable court with the fe- 
veral circumftances relating thereto, as far as I can recolle& after fo 
great a diftance of time, and (hall then leave it to the judgment of this 
honourable court, how far I have merited the memorialift’s accufations. 
I admit, that the memorialift did apply to me, as the then mayor, 
for a warrant to oblige Ramababoo to give bail in the fuit commenced 
againft him by the faid memorialift ; and in coniequence of faid appli- 
cation I granted a warrant. But feveral creditable and re{fponfible 
people 
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people coming fhortly after to me, and affuring me that the faid Rama- 
baboo was a man of fubftance and property, and not about to de- 
part the jurifdiction of this honourable court; and as a confirmation of 
what they had affured me, the faid Ramababoo having produced at the 
fame time feveral intere{t bonds to a confiderable amount, for monies 
lent by him to feveral gentlemen in the fettlement, I was induced to 
put a ftop to the execution of the faid warrant: and the fucceeding court 
day I verbally related the foregoing circumftances, in juflification of 
my conduct upon the occafion, to the members then with me upon the 
bench, who made no objection thereto. 

Refpecting the memorialift’s reprefentation of being informed by his 
attorney, Mr. Whittall, that it was not in his power to do what he con- 
ceived he ought for the memorialift, forafinuch as he was brow-beat 
and intimidated by me, and even threatened to be expelled the court 
on the occafion, I do moft folemnly declare thefe afflerticns of Mr. 
Whittall’s to be falfe; and, to the beft of my remembrance, I faid no- 
thing more to him upon the occafion, than blaming him for advifing 
his client to apply for the warrant, and recommending to him to be 
cautious in future in his application for warrants of that kind. I muft 
beg leave alfo to remark, that it appears (by the firft part of the me- 
morialift’s reprefentation on this head) the memorialift had not been 
informed by his attorney, Mr. Whittall, for fome time, of what had 
pafled in the court relative to the warrant being fuperfeded; or even 
till the memorialift had applied to his faid attorney upon the occafion, 
when he charged him with having been neglected by him. How Mr. 
Whittall accounted for this omiffion, I can’t pretend to fay; but I am 
inclined to think, he would not have deferred informing his client with 
what he afterwards did, as is fet forth by the memorialift, if it had been 
real; nor was it juftifiable in him to omit giving his client the earlieft 
notice of the warrant being fuperfeded, together with the reafon which 
was afligned for it. 

The memorialift’s reprefentation, refpe€ting a declaration of mine in 
open court, that his oath ought not to be taken, and his affidavit not 
admitted, doth, in my opinion, confute itfelf; it evidently appearing, 
that I laid the blame entirely on Mr. Whittall for applying for the war- 
rant, and therefore could not, with the leaft propriety, point at the me- 
morialift ; nor had I any right, without the concurrence of the other 
members upon the bench, to expre{s myfelf in fo dictatorial a manner 
as is fet forth by the memorialift. 
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In anfwer to the memorialift’s reprefenting his having been very 
lately advifed by his attorney, Mr. Whittall, that I, as an alderman, 
did, on or about the 30th day of May laft, in public court declare, that 
the faid Mr. Whittall had drawn in the memorialift to fwear to an affi- 
davit to make a man give bail, and had perfuaded the memorialift to 
{wear to the fame, I beg leave to fet forth to this honourable court the 
circumftance that occafioned the memorialift’s name to be mentioned 
that day in court; and which was as follows. 

Mr. Killican, the prefent Mayor, being then upon the bench, was 
obferving to Mr. Miller and myfelf, that he fhould be cautious in future 
how he granted warrants, as he had reafon to apprehend they were too 
frequently applied for without proper foundation. In confequence of 
this, I faid (without the leaft intention of injuring the memorialift) that 
I recolleéted Mr. Whittall had prevailed upon the memorialift to apply 
Jaft year for a warrant, which afterwards appeared to me to be unne- 
ceflary : and this, to the beft of my remembrance and belief, was all 
that was faid upon the fubject. I muft now beg leave to inform this 
honourable court, that the next day, or two days after the above con- 
verfation, the memorialift came to my houfe, feemingly mm great wrath, 
and challenged me with having faid in court, at the time aforefaid, that 
he had taken a falfe oath. My anfwer to him was, that I had not faid 
fo. Whereupon he told me, that Mr. Whittall was his author; and 
that he, the memorialift, was ready to {wear it. About half an hour 
after the memorialift left my houfe, 1 went to the court-houfe, where I 
accidentally met Mr. Whittall, and took that opportunity to tax him 
with what the memorialift had told me, as aforefaid : to which he replied, 
that he did not tell the memorialift any fuch thing. I then affured him, 
that the memorialift had faid fo; and in confequence of it concluded, 
that he would have cleared up the point with the memorialift, and that 
I fhould have keard no more of it. 

Having adhered ftrictly to truth in the foregoing relation, by way of 
reply to the feveral accufations fet forth againft me by the memorialift, 
in his faid memorial, l flatter myfelf with not having merited any part 
of the faid accufations; and that I fhall ftand exculpated therefrom by 
this honourable court, as likewife from having any intentions of in- 
juring the memorialift. 

In regard to Mr. Whittall, I can’t help faying, that I look upon him 
to have been the promoter of the injurious accufations, and humbly 
conceive his proceeding in the cafe to be very unwarrantable in the 
character of an attorney of this honourable court; and doubt not, upon 
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due confideration, that proper notice will be taken of it by the mem- 


bers of this honourable court, to whofe judgment I fubmit myfelf; and 
am, with all due refpect, 


Gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 
Calcutta, 27th June 1769. CORNELS. GOODWIN. 


A true Copy. 
J. MAY, recifter, 


N° XXVI. 


The Memorial of Alexander Jephfon, Efquire, to the Honourable 
the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the Eaft Indies ; with the opinion of Sir Wil- 
liam De Grey, Sir Fletcher Norton, and Charles Sayer, Efquire, 
thereupon. 


To the Honourable Court of Directors of the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies. 


The Memorial of Alexander Jephfon, late of Bengal, Merchant, but 
now of London, 


SHEWETH, 


That your memorialift, in the year 1762, went to Bengal under free 
merchants covenants by your permiffion granted in that year; and 
during his refidence there, and in the year 1766, he married Mrs. 
Gallopine, widow and executrix of the late Peter Gallopine of Calcutta, 
whofe eftate your memoriahft found in great confufion, and large de- 
mands againft it; and your memorialift examined and perufed his 
books of accounts with as much care and attention as they would admit 
of, they having been very irregularly kept, and no balance of his cafh 
beok having been ftruck for fome years. 

That it appeared to your memorialift on fuch examination, that it 
was impoffible any judgment could be formed of his affairs by the ftate 
of the books at the time of his death, although it was cruelly reported 
that Mr. Gallopine had died worth money, which repart has been of 
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great detriment to the creditors of the eftate as well as to your memo- 
rialift; for, upon making up the accounts of the faid eftate, your me- 
morialift found the fame greatly infolvent to the amount of near a lack 
of rupees ; and in confequence of there not being fufficient affets to fa- 
tisfy all the creditors on the eftate, your memorialift, and his wife as 
executrix, had feveral fuits commenced againft them in the Mayor’s 
Court at Calcutta. 

That in the year 1767, your memorialift and his wife intended to 
come to England, and had engaged their paflage, but were prevented 
by the Mayor’s Court, who called upon your memorialift to give fecu- 
rity, on leaving the country, for the amount of all the debts and de- 
mands on Mr. Gallopine’s eftate; alledging, that as the executrix had 
paid feveral debts in full, fhe ought to pay the remainder, or make an 
equal dividend of the eftate, and that fo much as was overpaid of what 
the dividend would have amounted to, muft be paid out of her own 
feparate eftate: to this your memorialift anfwered, in behalf of the exe- 
cutrix, that fuch debts as were paid were juft demands, and not dif- 
puted, and were paid by her as they were demanded, before any fuits 
were commenced, and before it was known that the eftate* was infolvent, 
and ona fuppofition that there would be fufficient affets to anfwer the 
whole demands on faid eftate: your memorialift alfo acquainted the 
court, that there was a large fum of money due to the executrix on account 
of her marriage fettlement with Mr. Gallopine, which was her own proper 
money, and fettled upon her before her intermarriage with Mr. Gallopine, 
and vefted in the hands of truftees, which Mr. Gallopine afterwards poffeffed 
bimfelf of, by being attorney for one of the truftees, without the know- 
ledge or confent of the executrix, and thereby your memcrialifi became the 
greateft creditor: that as all the effects had been accounted for which came 
to the hands of the executrix and your memorialift, their demanding fuch 
Jecurities from your memorialift on an infolvent eftate, was unjuft and 
contrary to law, and therefore your memorialift refufed to comply with 
giving fuch fecurities: the court then obliged your memorialift to make 
an affidavit in court, that your memorialift would ftay another year for 
the fatisfaction of the creditors, which your memorialift was compelled 
to comply with, or he would have been fent to prifon ; which com pulfion 
has been a great expence and lofs to your memorialitt. 

The court then promifed they would hear the caufes in the courfe of 
the twelye months, and that your memorialift fhould not be detained 
any longer on account of thefe affairs. 

That your memorialift gave public notice for all perfons having de- 
mands on the faid eftate, to make them on or before the rft of Septem- 

ber, 
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ber, that your memorialift might not be prevented coming to England 
the next year; and, as it appeared the Banyan, who had the manage- 
ment of Mr. Gallopine’s affairs in his life-time, had not given in proper 
and clear accounts, and had affured the executrix that zbere would be 
Sufficient affets to pay all the debts on the eftate, befides her own money due 
by virtue of the fettlement, your memorialift, fufpecting him guilty of 
fome fraud, caufed a bill to be filed againft him for the difcovery of 
the effects, and alfo to fatisfy the creditors, who ftill could not be per- 
fuaded that the eftate was infolvent, though your memorialift filed his 
account of the eftate in the Mayor’s Court in October ; and your me- 
morialift afterwards delivered in all the books, papers, and accounts be- 
longing to the faid Peter Gallopine’s eftate to the Regifter of the Mayor’s 
Court, by order of the court, for the infpeétion of the creditors. 

That the next year, in February 1768, your memorialift was pre- 
paring to cometo England; when feveral of the creditors, who then had 
fuits depending in the Mayor’s Court, filed a new bill againft the exe- 
cutrix and your memorialift ; and though they made the debts amount 
to about 25,000 rupees, they drew out an account of what a dividend 
would produce, and again demanded a fecurity from your memorialift 
of about 78,000 rupees. 

That your memorialift had often attended the court in the courfe 
of the twelve months, and acquainted them that it was his firm intention 
to leave Bengal that feafon, and prefented feveral petitions requefting 
they would finifh the affairs, agreeable to their affurances of laft year ; 
allo of his having taken a paflage on board the Northington, Cap- 
tain Sealy, who was to fail the latter end of February, or beginning of 
March, in order to bring them on to aconclufion, as your memorialift 
found he could be of no further fervice to the eltate, and his own af- 
fairs requiring his prefence in Europe, befides that his health had been 
much impaired: and upon this bill being filed on the 1 oth of February 
1768, afew days only before your memorialift was to embark, the 
court iffued out a warrant, called a Ne exeat regno, which was in the 
words following: 








** By the Honourable the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta at Fort Wil- 
** liam in Bengal: 


** "To the Sheriff of Calcutta aforefaid, and the diftrict thereof, greeting : 


s Becaufe we have received certain intelligence that Alexander 
‘“ Jephion and Philadelphia Lis wife, who is widow and executrix of 
‘st Peter 


Ec 
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Peter Gallopine, late of Calcutta aforefaid, merchant, deceafed, pro- 
pofe immediately to depart out of the jurifdiction, or out of the reach 
of the procels of this Court, towards parts beyond feas, to the very 
great damage of this Court, and of the fuitors of this Court; and 
this Court being willing and defirous to prevent the fame, you are 
commanded by this Court, that without any delay you make the faid 
Alexander Jephfon and Philadelphia his wife perfonally to come be- 
fore you and find fufficient bail, under a certain penalty by you to 
be reafonably impofed, for which they will anfwer to this Court, that 
they or either of them fhall not prefume or attempt to depart towards 
parts beyond feas, or out of the jurifdiction, or out of the reach of 
the procefs of this Court, without the fpecial licence of this Court, 
in contempt or to the prejudice or damage of this Court, or of the 
fuitors thereof; and if this they fhall refule to do before you, then 
do you immediately commit the faid Alexander Jephfon and Phila- 
delphia his wife to the prifon at Calcutta aforefaid, in the fame to be 
kept in clofe cuftody until they do this voluntarily; and when you 
have fo taken fuch bail or fecurity, do you certify this court 
thereof clearly and diftin@ly under your feal, at the -fame time rc- 
turning this writ to this Court.------ Given under the hands and feals 
of Cornelius Goodwin, Efq; Mayor, and of Mr. David Killican, one 
of the aldermen of Calcutta aforefaid, and under the feal of the faid 
Court, this nineteenth day of February, in the year of our Lord 


1768. 


(Signed) “ CORNELIUS GOODWIN, Mayor. 


< DAVID KILLICAN, Alderman. 
« (L. S.) John Holme, regifter. 
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Take good bail for current rupees feventy-eight thoufand fix hundred 
“ forty-four, and four annas, and one pice.” 


This proceeding your memorialift looked upon as illegal, and would 


not comply with; in confequence of which your memorialift was ar- 
refted by the Sheriff by virtue of the above warrant, and committed to 
prifon, without being allowed twenty-four hours to procure bail. 


Your memorialift immediately applied to the Governor and Council 


of Calcutta for redrefs, as per the following letter : 
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To the Honourable Harry Verelft, Efq; Prefident and Governor, 
‘¢ and the Council of Fort William. 


<¢ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


« I beg leave to inform you, that by virtue of an illegal warrant if- 
fued from the Honourable the Mayor’s Court, under the hands and 
feals of Cornelius Goodwin, Efg; Mayor, and Mr. David Killican, 
one of the aldermen, I am this day committed a clofe prifoner to the 
jail of this town, which puts me under the difagreeable neceffity of 
requiring your immediate protection as an inhabitant of this fertle- 
ment, under the protection of the Honourable Company as a free 
merchant, and likewife as a fubject of the King of Great Britain, 
that I may be properly redreffed, and proceed to England in The 
Northington, Captain Sealy, agreeable to the permiffion you have 
been pleafed to give me. 


« Iam, with the greateft refpect, 
« Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
‘¢ Your moft obedient fervant, 


(Signed) «< ALEXANDER JEPHSON.” 


In the Jail of Calcutta, 
23d February 1768. 





But they informed your memorialift that nothing but decrees regu- 


ey appealed from were cognizable by them, as per the following 
etter : 
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« To Mr. Alexander Jephfon. 
-5 1I KH, 


‘ Iam directed by the Honourable the Prefident and Council to ac- 
knowledge receipt of your letter of this date; and to acquaint you in 
reply, that your application to them can only be as Governor and 
Council, or as a Court of Appeals; in the latter cafe, nothing but 
decrees in the Mayor’s Court, regularly appealed through all the 
forms, are cognizable by them: in the former cafe, as the Mayor’s 
Court, a King’s court of record, is no ways dependant on them in 
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« their judicial capacity, nor no ways anfwerable for their proceed- 
s ings, they, as a governor and council, have no right to interfere, 
« even in an illegal act. 


w J am, SI R, 
< Your moft humble fervant, 
(Signed) s< SIMEON DROZ, fecretary.” 


Fort William, 23d Fe- 
bruary 1768. 


That the attorney for your memorialift during fuch confinement 
waited feveral times on Mr. Droz the Sheriff, and afked what bail was 
required for the enlargement of your memorialift and his wife, who 
fometimes referred him to the court, fometimes to the plaintiffs, and 
fometimes to the Mayor. 

That your memorialift’s attorney then informed Cornelius Goodwin, 
Efq; Mayor, and Mr. Droz the Sheriff, he was come to depcfit the 
78,000 rupees, the fum marked in the writ, in the Company’s treafury, 
or any other fum which fhould be required ; but they abfolutely refufed 
to accept of fuch or any other fecurity whatfoever. 

That the faid Cornelius Goodwin, in the courfe of the proceedings 
againit your memorialift in the faid Mayor’s Court, did frequently de- 
clare that your memorialift fhould be detained in the country ; and 
when your memorialift’s {faid attorney ftated to the court the illegality 
of fuch proceedings, and that they were not agreeable to the laws of 
England, he the faid Cornelius Goodwin declared, Thar they had no- 
thing to do with the laws of England there; that the laws of England 
were never made for them; and declared he would not fo much as hear the 
laws of England named while he fat upon that bench : That the faid Cor- 
nelius Goodwin, Mayor, and David Killican and John Levett, two of 
the aldermen, had a converfation with the Sheriff; and your memo- 
rialift’s attorney waited upon the Sheriff, who informed him that your 
memorialift would be releafed on giving fecurity for the money: 
whereupon your memorialift’s attorney, by order of your memorialift, 
offered Mr. Williamfon to be fecurity, who was then accepted of; but 
the next morning the Mayor informed your memorialift’s attorney, 
that the Sheriff would not accept of any fecurity, without an order of 
court, for the enlargement of your memorialift and his wife. 


That 
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That a court was then fummoned (1ft March) at which was prefent 
the Mayor, and Meflrs. Lear, Killican, Cator, and Levett, aldermen, 
when bail was again offered by your memorialift’s attorney ; and Mr. 
Woodward, one of the aldermen, declared in open court he would be 
fecurity for the 78,000 rupees, which was refufed: whereupon your 
meimorialift’s attorney and Mr. Woodward then afked what bail was re- 
quired ; but the court would fix on no fum; and faid, Bail would not be 
taken, as other furts and demands might afterwards be made on the eftate, 
and that nothing but your memorialifi’s prefence in perfon to anfwer the 
caufes depending in court would be fatisfadory ; and your memorialitft 
received a letter from the Sheriff to that purpofe (a copy of which is as 
follows) : 


«© To Alexander Jephfon, Efq; 


iS 1 hy 


‘¢ I have received your note, and am to acquaint you in reply, that 
< the court has acquainted me, nothing but your prefence and that of 
“< Mrs. Jephfon’s to anfwer in perfon to the feveral caufes depending 
‘s in court can be fatisfactory to them: in fhort, I am not, nor cannot 
‘ take notice of any thing for your enlargement but a {pecial authority 
s from the court directing me to releafe Mrs. Jephfon and you. It 
‘< gives me much pain to be obliged to conform to orders of fo fevere a 


“* nature. 
“iam, 5 1H; 
< Your moit humble fervant, 


i (Signed) s< SIMEON DROZ, Sheriff.” 
yit March 1768.” 


On receipt of which letter your memorialift immediately wrote to 
the Mayor as follows, but received no anfwer thereto. 


< To Cornelius Goodwin, Efq; Mayor. 


“SIR, 
«< I have juft now received a note from Mr. Droz, that he cannot 
s releafe me on any account without an order from you or the Court: 


<“ Mr. Thomas Woodward and Mr. William Harwood will be my fe- 
G ** curity 
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« curity to anfwer to the decrees againft Mr. Gallopine’s eftate, and 
c< this is what I underftand is all the Court want; therefore, Sir, I de- 
*¢ fire you will fend orders to Mr. Droz to releafe me on thefe gentle- 
‘¢ men’s becoming my fecurity, or let me know what I am to do, or 
‘¢ what is further wanted of me: thofe gentlemen defire to know when 
«< you will be at home, and they will wait on you to juftify as my fe- 
« curity. I requeft your immediate anfwer ; and am, 


= oip, 
s Your moft humble fervant, 
(Signed) < ALEXANDER JEPHSON.” 
‘s Calcutta, Mareh rft, 1768.” 


Your memorialift was therefore to confider himfelf as a prifoner for 
life, as the Court might always make the fame plea as the prefent, That 
other fuits and demands might afterwards be made on the efiate > and as 
your memorialift was conf{cious he had done his duty in the manage- 
ment of the eftate ; and that thefe proceedings were contrary to the re- 
gular courfe of law and juftice; and that your memorialift had no hopes 
of ever being redrefled in India; and that by a continuance there 
under thefe cruel circumftances it might put a period to the life of your 
memorialift, who only wanted juftice and equity to take place: there- 
fore your memorialift having given his bond to the Sheriff for the liberty 
of his houfe, on the 2d of March left his houfe, and got into his boat 
with intent to go on board The Northington, havin g the Governor and 
Council’s permiffion, and his baggage fent on board; but on his way 
to the fhip in the river, and near to Ingellee, the next day, the 2d of 
March, in the evening, your memorialift’s boat was boarded by a mi- 
litary ferjeant and foldiers, with fixed bayonets, piftols, and other 
arms ; alfo the Sheriff’s officer with the filver oar, who produced the 
orders of the Governor and Council to Captain Sealy and all com- 


manders under the Englifh proteétion (a copy of which order is as 
follows) : 





“ Mr. Alexander Jephfon and Philadelphia his wife having fled 
‘ from juftice, in defiance of the laws of the land, I am directed by 
‘ the Honourable the Prefident and Council to acquaint you, that you 
“ are on no account to receive them on board your fhip ; and if they 


** are 
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“ are on board, you are immediately on receipt of this to deliver them 
“ up to the Sheriff’s officer. 





s By order of the Honourable the Prefident and Council. 


(Signed) <“ EDWARD BABER, affiftant fecretary.” 
< Fort William, the 2d March 1768.” 


And in this manner your memorialift and his wife were forced back 
to Calcutta, and immediately committed clofe prifoners by the Sheriff; 
and your memorialift was thereby deprived of going in The Northing- 
ton, which was a very great lofs to your memorialift and his affairs. 

Your memorialift was furprized to find the Governor and Council 
fhould iffue out fuch orders, after their aniwers to your memorialift on 
thefe affairs ; and your memorialift addrefled them again during con- 
finement, by letters dated the yth and 14th of March, and laid the 
cafe before them; alfo requefted fuch letters might be forwarded to this 
Honourable Court; to which your memorialift reccived the fame an- 
{wer as before. 

Your memorialift and his wife remaining in prifon, many applica- 
tions were made to the Court, the Mayor, and Sheriff, for their en- 
largement, as there was only one fhip more, The Admiral Pocock, 
Captain Riddle, to be difpatched that feafon; when the Court at laft 
thought proper to enlarge your memorialift on the 18th of March, on 
giving the fame bail which he had offered before, but which was refufed, 
and fecurity-bonds to anfwer the monies due to the eftates of feveral de- 
ceafed perfons, to fome of whom Mr. Gallopine was executor, and to 
others adminiftrator. 

In confequence of thefe proceedings your memorialift, who together 
with his wife are now in England, was obliged to leave his effects in 
Bengal in the hands of his bail for their indemnification; and having 
(previous to the iffuing the ze exeat regno) taken his paflage on board 
The Northington, your memorialift forfeited his paffage-money, which 
he had actually paid, and which amounted to near 500]. although your 
memorialift and his wife came home in another fhip (The Pocock). 

Your mewmorialift, fince his arrival in England, has employed an 
eminent attorney to draw up the cafe, and had the then Attorney Ge- 
neral Mr. De Grey and Sir Fletcher Nortcn’s opinion thereon ; who 
declare the ze exeat, and the proceedings of the faid Mayor’s Court, to 
to be illegal, arbitrary, and moft oppreflive ; whofe opinions your me- 
morialift is ready to lay before this Honourable Court when called for ; 
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alfo all the other original letters and papers relative to thefe proceed- 
ings ; and alfo is ready to verify the above charges by affidavits, or in 
fuch other manner as your Honours fhall direct. 


Your memorialifi mof humbly prays your Honours to take his cafe into 
confideration, and that an enquiry may be had into the conduét and 
proceedings of Cornelius Goodwin the late Mayor, and the feveral 
other Aldermen of the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, whofe conduct as 
judges thereof have been moft arbitrary and oppreffive in the courfe of 
the proceedings againfi your memorialit; and to order home the faid 
Cornelius Goodwin late Mayor, together with David Killican, Alder- 
man, and Simeon Droz the Sheriff, who have been moft active in op- 
preffing and injuring your memorialifi, in order to anfwer here for the 
fame; forafmuch as your memorialift cannot hope for any redrefs in the 
premifes in the Mayor's Court at Calcutta, and cannot commence any 
fuit agafi them here whilft they are abroad ; and that the bail which 
your memoriali was compelled to give to the faid Court for all de- 
mands made upon the efate of the faid Peter Gallopine, deceafed, 
who being infolvent, and your memorialift the greateft creditor, may 
be ordered to be difcharged, in order that he may be enabled to recover 
his effects from Bengal; and to grant fuch further relief to your me- 
mortalift as to your Honours fhail feem meet. 


And your memorialift will ever pray, &c. 


ALEXANDER JEPHSON. 
London, 2d March 1771. 


Mr. Sayer’s opinion. 


Mr. Sayer is defired to perufe the memorial of Mr. Alexander Jeph- 
fon, left herewith, and his opinion is defired. 


Query I. Whether the ne exeat regno granted by the Mayor’s Court 
againit Mr. Jephfon and his wife was legal, and efpecially as it appears 
they were executors of an infolvent eftate, and that the fame iffued 
without any proof before the court to warrant fuch a proceeding? 





Antwer. I have read the memorial of Mr. Alexander Jephfon, and 
if there is no reafon to doubt the facts therein contained, the ne exeat regno 
is 
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is not only illegal, but the proceedings relative to Mr. Jephfon and Phi- 
Iadelphia his wife, under it, are not founded in juftice, but in wicked- 
nefs and outrage. I am fatisfied in my own mind, that neither Mr. 
Cornelius Goodwin the Mayor, nor Mr. David Killican the Alderman, 
who figned the order of the r9th February 1768 for the committing of 
Mr. Jephfon and wife, without the name of a fingle complainant, could 
confider it as a regular proceeding in a court of juftice, but as an aét of 
power, for the gratification of their private malice and refentment. 
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Query II. If the iffuing this writ was illegal, under the circum- 
ítances of this cafe, ought not the Prefident and Council to have ad- 
mitted and received the complaint made by Mr. Jephfon, by way of 
appeal from the order of court, by which the writ iffued, which it appears 
they declined doing; and whether they ought not now fo to do, and 
give the party relief: and upon the whole, what can the Court cf Di- 
rectors do in this matter, on Mr. Jephfon’s behalf, and what is advifable 
for them to do, to prevent fuch illegal practices for the future? 


Anfwer. The Prefident and Council ought to have admitted and 
received the complaint made by Mr. Jephfon by way of appeal, and 
reverfed every proceeding relating to this illegal ne exeat regno; but 
fo far were they from fo doing, that except the proceedings of the 
Mayor’s Court, nothing could be worfe than their anfwer to Mr. Jeph- 
fon of the 23d February 1768, figned Simeon Droz, fecretary, and 
their order to the Captain of the Northington, of the 2d March 1768, 
figned Edward Baber, not to receive Mr. Jephfon and his wife on 
board, but immediately deliver them to the Sheriff. Such courts of 
juftice are not only difgraceful to the Eaft India Company but the na- 
tion ; and if the Company does not refcue the inhabitants in their fettle- 
ments from fuch outrage on their properties, under the mafk of juftice, 
Bengal will be deferted. 

I truft there are men better qualified for judges to be found at Ben- 

gal, than either Mr. Goodwin or Mr. Killican, and avery legal and 
fair opportunity offers itfelf for removing one or both of them from the 
feat of juftice, which they have fo fhamefully difgraced. 
Mr. Jephfon’s memorial ftates as a fact, that the proceedings were 
complained of to the court as illegal, and not agreeable to the laws of 
England; and that Mr. Cornelius Goodwin declaned, they had nothing to 
do with the laws of England there ; that they were never made for them; 
and declared, that he would not fo much as hear the laws of England named 
while he fat upon the bench. 





If 
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If it can be plainly proved, that Mr. Goodwin, Mr. Killican, or any 
other of their affociates, the Judges of the Mayor’s Court, ufed, fitting 
in judgment, thefe words, or words to the like effect, they ought to 
be removed from being Judges of the court, and upon a complaint in 
writing, in fome perfon’s namc, exhibited againft Mr. Goodwin, or 
any other of the Judges, charging the fact above {fpecified in writing, 
and a reafonable time given to him or them to make their defence, and 
being fummoned for that purpofe, if the fact is proved upon them, by 
at leaft two witnefles, they may legally, and ought, for the fake not 
only of common juftice, but common decency, to be difcharged from 
being Judges of the Mayor’s Court, and, if poflible, by appointing other 
Judges, prevent the juftice of that country from being fo fcandaloufly 
adminiftered. 
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Copy of Sir Willam De Grey’s Opinion. 


There is fo much irregularity, illegality, and oppreffion in this ftory, 
that I fcarce know how to believe the parties concerned in tranfaéting 
it would admit it to be true. I think feveral of the decrees as ftated 
are erroneous, and might be appealed from, the principle of law mif- 
taken, fome of the orders of the court unjuft, and the ze exeat illegal. 
If any of the parties are in England, actions might be brought againft 
them for their parts of the tranfaction, as far as they were illegal; but 
before a precife remedy can be pointed out, it would be neceflary to. fee 
the particular proceedings, and to know the faéts with accuracy, and 
how far they can be brought home to any perfon now in England. 

An appeal from this or that order or decree, or a petition for leave to 
appeal, would not give a full and adequate relief, and would be at- 
tended with great expence. 

The India Company are fo defirous of eftablifhing a free courfe of 
juftice in their fettlements, that if the matter is as ftated, I cannot but think 
a memorial to them for a reftitution and fatisfaGtion, might produce a 
compleater remedy than a procefs at law. 


Copy of Sir Fletcher Norton’s Opinion. 





Ithink there may be cafes where it may be legal to detain a perfon in 
India, and to iffue writs of the nature with the prefent; but upon this 
{tate of facts, all the proceedings againft Mr. and Mrs. Jephfon feem to 
be illegal, arbitrary, and moft oppreflive ; and if there is any doubt of 
obtaining redreís by the ordinary courfe of proceedings in this country, 
2 it 








N D I X. 55 
it may be advifable to bring the whole hither by appeal, or by way of 


criminal complaint againft the Mayor and others, who have been actors 
in thefe oppreffions. 
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N° XXVII. 


The Cafe of Mr. Richard Whittall ; with the opinion of John Dun- 
ning, Efquire, thereon. 


Mr. Richard Whittall, an attorney of the Court of King’s Bench, 
with the leave of the Eaft India Company, fome time in April 1764, 
failed for India, as a free merchant, in order to refide at Calcutta, in 
Bengal. And, on the 6th day of March 1767, he was admitted, and 
{worn one of the attornies of the Mayor’s Court there, agreeably to the 
practice of the court; where, by his diligence and good behaviour, he 
acquired great reputation, and by his practice procured a very genteel 
income. 

The Mayor’s court at Calcutta, in Bengal, is by his Majefty’s charter 
appointed a court of record, for hearing and determining all civil fuits, 
attions, and pleas, with power to appoint officers and minifters ; and 
the court is enjoined to adhere ftrictly to the laws of England, in all 
fuch matters as fhould come before them, for their determination. 'The 
court confifts of a Mayor and nine Aldermen, eleéted, by virtue of the 
charter, by the Governor and Council; and being either free merchants, 
or fervants of the Company, and many of them holding offices imme- 
diately under the Governor, and others being indulged by him with 
the liberty of private trade, or other favours, they are therefore fubject 
to the influence and controul of the Governor and Council. And fo 
great is fuch influence, that a Governor has been known, by his pri- 
vate mandate, to put a ftop to a trial at Jaw which was hearing in the 
court, all the proceedings being gone through, and the faid court 
about to pafs judgment thercon. And it is likewife notorious, 
that if the Governor or Council fhould have any pique or animo- 
fity againft any of the attornies of the Mayor’s Court, private appli- 
cation has been made by them to the Mayor and Aldermen for the dif- 
miffion of fuch perfons ; infomuch that the attornies of the faid court 
have found it hazardous to undertake a fuit, ef{pecially in matters of ar- 
bitrary proceedings, or opprefiion, wherein the Governor, the Council, 
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or any of their favourites have been in the leaft interefted, on behalf of 
defendants. 

About the time of Mr. Whittall’s admiflion as attorney of the Mayor’s 
Court at Calcutta, Mr. Cornelius Goodwin, then an Alderman (fince 
Mayor of the faid Court) did declare, that HE, the faid Cornelius Good- 
win, ‘* would take care, when he came to the Mayoralty, that ivir. 
‘© Whittall fhould not long remain in the office of an attorney of the 
‘© faid court; for that he would get him dilfimiffled, in order to have 
‘Ss one Mr. Driver, an intimate of his own, admitted in his ftead,’ or 
words to that effect. At this time the faid court would only admit four 
attornies to practife in Calcutta; and it is well known that the faid 
Cornelius Goodwin has often affumed to himfelf the office of determin- 
ing in a private manner, at his own houfe, fuits which ought to have 
been brought on in the public court ; and has declared, that if the par- 
ties would apply to him alone, he would fettle matters without the 
tedious bufinefs of the law: for which he had his own private views, as 
plainly appeared, and has a¢tually, while Mayor, prejudiced, in fuch 
unwarrantable manner, the caufes of feveral perions applying; fetting 
at naught the laws of England, and holding them in contempt, by 
which, as a judge, he ought to have been directed: faying, ‘* That 
< England was a great way off; that they had nothing to do with its 
« laws there ;” (meaning the faid court, where he, the faid Cornelius 
Goodwin, then fat as Mayor) ‘‘ That the laws of England were never 
< made for India; and that while he prefided on the bench, he would 
“ not fo much as hear the laws of England mentioned in that court,” 
or words to that purport or effect. Farther, that when the faid Cor- 
nelius Goodwin was elected Mayor, in order to lay a foundation for 
carrying his purpofes declared againft Mr. Whittall the more readily 
into execution, he did frequently intimidate and reprehend the faid 
Mr. Whittall, in the courfe of fuch fuits as he was concerned in; and 
which, as Mayor of the faid court, came before him in a judicial way, 
with threats of difmifflion and other fuch menaces ; forbidding him to 
fpeak on behalf of his faid clients, to the great injury not only of the 
fuitors of the faid court, but alfo of the faid Mr. Whittall, both in his 
practice and reputation; decreafing thereby the number of his clients, 
who feared on fuch account to entruft him with their caufes, and confe- 
quently diminifhing his gains and profits by his profeflion. 

And, First, Mr. Whittall being employed for one Rajah Nundcomar, 
an inhabitant of Calcutta, againft Johannes Bogdazar, an Armenian mer- 
chant, an intimate friend of Mr. Cornelius Goodwin’s, and concerned 
with him in trade; the matter being a fuit and crofs fuit, the faid Cor- 
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nelius Goodwin fitting as Prefident at the hearing of thofe fuits, fome 
time in June or July 1768, both fuits were decreed againit Rajah Nund- 
comar, Mr. Whittall’s client, with cofts to be paid to the other party; 
but the faid Rajah Nundcomar thinking himfelf thereby injured, ordered 
his attorney, Mr. Whittall, to appeal from the faid decrees (as war- 
ranted by law) to the Court of appeals, confilting of the Governor and 
Council at Fort William. But upon the certificates of fuch appeals 
being fent to, and read in the Mayor’s Court, as ufual, the faid Cor- 
nelius Goodwin, then Mayor, and by office one of the Judges of the 
faid Court, broke forth into a violent and unfeemly fit of rage, and then 
and there abufed the faid Mr. Whittall, who moved to have the fuits 
marked with the word [appealed] agreeably to the praétice of the faid 
court; and declared, ‘*‘ That Mr. Whittall ought to be expelled from 
‘* being an attorney of the faid court, for daring to appeal the caufes 
‘¢ abovenamed ; for that he was not fit to be an attorney of that court, 
<¢ and had only advifed fuch appeals, in order to put his client to ex- 
< pences ;” and aflerted, that Mr. Whittall ought to be difmiffed on 
that account. And, in fact, had not the other Aldermen, then upon 
the bench, proved more moderate, he would then and there have been 
difiniffed from his office and practice. 

Neverthelefs the decrees of the Mayor’s Court in thefe caufes were er- 
roneous ; and when the faid caufes were heard before the court of ap- 
peals, the Governor and Council thought fit to reverfe the fame in favour 
of Mr. Whiittall’s client, Rajah Nundcomar abovementioned. 

And FARTHER, Mr. Hamilton, furgeon of Calcutta, having employed 
Mr. Whittall in three fuits againft a certain merchant, called Ramababoo, 
and others, informed Mr. Whittall, that he had {pecial information while 
the fuits were yet depending, that Ramababoo was about to quit the coun- 
try; and defired Mr. Whittall to prepare affidavits, and go with him to 
Mr. Goodwin, then Mayor, to {wear him thereto, in order to obtain 
warrants for holding him to bail in the faid fuits, which Mr. Whittall 
accordingly did. Mr. Goodwin fwore him thereto; and on the next 
court day, being the 3d June 1768, Mr. Whittall filed three affidavits 
for this purpofe in the Mayor’s Court, moving at the fame time, that 
the defendants fhould give in bail on or before the next court day, or 
that warrants fhould iflue againft them in default thereof, which was 
accordingly granted. But on the next court day, being the 7th June, 
Mr. Goodwin, then Mayor, did with great warmth of fpeech attack 
Mr. Whittall in open court, demanding how he came to apply for a 
werrant? and when Mr. Whittall, in anfwer, {pecified the reafons and 
informations above recited, quoting the faid aflidavits, the faid Mayor 
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faid, in violent anger, ‘‘ That {fuch affidavits fhould not, or ought not 
€ to have been taken or admitted ; for that he the faid Cornelius Good- 
*¢ win had been credibly informed, that Ramababoo was not about to 
* depart the place, or go out of the jurifdiction of the faid court; and 
‘¢ that Ramababoo had produced to him bonds from feveral gentlemen 
< in the fettlement.” And then Mr. Goodwin proceeded to relate the 
natures of the abovementioned fuits in a manner greatly to the pre- 
judice of the plaintiff, and farther feverely reprehended Mr. Whittall 
for advifing (as he faid) his client to make the faid affidavits; adding, 
‘* That if Mr. Whittall ever appeared concerned again in fuch fuits, he 
“ fhould be difmiffed the court ;”? obferving, ‘‘ that he would turn 
‘“ over a new leaf with him,” or words to that purport; “ and that 
** Mr. Hamilton would do better to attend to his gally-pots.”’ 

Mr. Whittall, being by thefe and other fuch like proceedings much 
injured in his reputation and practice, did, on the roth June 1768, 
fend to Mr. Goodwin the following letter, an attefted copy of which is 
in Mr. Whittall’s poffeffion. 





< ‘To Cornelius Goodwin, Efquire. 
S I R, 


“ The many fevere reproofs, abufes, and threatenings, which you 
** have fo repeatedly made ufe of, and thrown out againft me, without 
“ any juft caufe, have been attended with the worft of confequences ; 
(that is to fay) I have not only thereby been injured in my charaé¢ter, 
but have in a great meafure loft my bread. All, or the greateft part 
of my clients are clamorous, and fay, that by reafon thereof, they 
‘“& dare not, nay it is dangerous to entruft their caufes to my manage- 
“ ment any longer: and feveral of them have actually applied to other at- 
** tornies, alledging, that it is not poffible for me to do them juftice, 
*¢ while I am threatened, abufed, ill treated, and intimidated by you, 
s as I have already been. Ihave thereby fuftained confiderable da- 
“ mages, and am therefore to afk if you chufe to redrefs me in this 
“ matter, not being willing to proceed to extremities without giving 
you an opportunity of preventing it; if not, I muft be obliged to ap- 
ply for that juftice which by law I am entitled to. Irequeft the fa- 
vour of your anfwer, and am, 




















«S IR, 
“ Your obedient fervant, 


¢¢ Calcutta, roth June 1768, RICH. WHITTALL. 
After 
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After the receipt of this letter the matter lay dormant till the goth 
May 1769; during which time Mr. Goodwin altered his behaviour in 
fuch manner as if he had repented of the injuries he had done the faid 
Mr. Whittall. But at the fametime, in the Mayor’s Court, where Mr. 
Cornelius Goodwin had formerly prefided as Mayor, being then an Al 
derman, he declared among other things, ‘* That Mr. Whittall had 
‘© drawn Mr. Hamilton in, and perfuaded him to make an affidavit the 
«© Jaft year to hold a man at bail.” Upon which Mr. Whittall affured 
him, that he had not; and feeing Mr. Hamilton in the hall, acquainted. 
him with this injurious and fcandalous accufation. 

And about the rrth July 1769, Mr. Hamilton, by his attorney, Mr. 
George Sparks, moved to file and read in faid court a memorial of 
grievances, which before had been rejected; but being left by defire 
of the court, Mr. Cornelius Goodwin had obtained a copy * thereof, 
and having framed an addrefs (with the affiftance of his faid friend Mr. 
Driver) in anfwer thereto, read it in court f upon the very fame day. 
The faid Mr. Whittall was therein accufed of feveral falfe charges ; 
which being called upon to vindicate himfelf from, he was farther told, 
that he was Tooked on as the firft mover of all this (meaning Mr. Ha- 
milton’s memorial, &c.) and might expect to be difmiffed ; which had 
then and there been done, but that Mr. Whittall prayed the faid me- 
morial and anfwer thereto might be filed and entered on record, and 
that the Regifter might give him copies, in order that he might be pre- 
pared to make his defence. This being debated, Mr. Cornelius Goodwin 
exclaimed aloud, ‘* That it was no fuit ;----that there was no fuit com- 
< menced,’’----abfolutely objecting to the filing or entering the faid 
papers upon record, as in fuch cafes is ufual; nor would allow that the 
Regifter fhould deliver any copies of them to Mr. Whittall; but faid, 
he would take his anfwer home, to be there tranfcribed, and then fend. 
Mr. Whittall a copy, or he might take a copy thereof himfelf. Mr. 
John Levett, then an Alderman, called the faid Mr. Whittall an incen- 
diary : adding, withafneer, *‘ That he might have copies, as he ap- 
« plied, and might form what defence he could, which the court would 
‘© doubtlefs confider :? which fpeech was delivered, as if the faid Mr. 
Levett thought fuch defence would but little avail Mr. Whittall. At 
length however the faid memorial and anfwer, though not filed, were 
ordered to be recorded, and the faid Mr, Whittall allowed to take co» 
pies thereof from the Regifter. On Tuefday the 18th July 1769, Mr 








* See the Memorial of Thomas Hamilton, N° XXV. 
+ See the Anfwer of Mr. Cornelius Goodwin, N° XXVI. 
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Whittall moved the faid court to file and read his petition and remon- 
ftrance on the faid memorial of Mr. Hamilton, and the anfwer of the 
faid Mr. Goodwin ; but the motion was over-ruled, and it was ordered 
to be taken back again unread, the faid Cornelius Goodwin leaving the 
court in an abrupt manner before the faid papers were prefented. But 
Mr. Jofeph Cator, Alderman, gave it as his opinion, that they fhould 
by all means be filed, and entered upon record. On Friday the 21ft 
July, Mr. Whittall again prefented his faid remonftrance to David Kil- 
lican, Efquire, then Mayor, and the members of the court; praying 
that the fame might be filed and read; as alfo that Mr. Hamilton’s me- 
morial and the anfwer of Mr. Goodwin might be filed, and entered 
upon record; but this was again refufed, Mr. Goodwin, contrary to 
his ufual cuftom, again abfenting himfelf from the court. But Mr. 
Cator maintaining his opinion of the propriety of filing the papers 
abovementioned, farther moved the court. But this motion was again 
over-ruled by the mayor; who fummoned, however, a full court for 
the next court-day, to confider of the matter. And on Friday the 23d 
of July, the fame motion was made a third time; when the faid Mr. 
Goodwin, after fome confultation with the Mayor and fome of the Al- 
dermen upon the bench, at length confented to have it read. On which 
the faid Mr. Whittall read the papers aforementioned, and procured 
the faid memorial, anfwer, and remonftrance to be filed and entered on 
record; the Mayor obferving, during the debate, <“ That they ought 
‘ to ftudy the honour of the court, and that he thought the affair 
might be fertled without fuch filing and reading, or the papers ap- 
“¢ pearing upon record.” Moreover, Mr. Goodwin faid, “ That he 
never fuppofed or expected it would have come to this pitch, or this 
“< length.” 

Then the Regifter was ordered to mark the faid memorial of Mr. 
Hamilton, and the anfwer of Mr. Goodwin, as filed on the 11th July 
1769, and the petition and remonftrance of Mr. Whittall on the 28th 
day of the fame month, as aforefaid. It is to be obferved, that Mr. 
Goodwin, who at this court repeated his aflertion of Ramababoo’s being 
aman of property, &c. did not do it without foundation; for he had 
lent the faid Mr. Cornelius Goodwin 15,000 rupees, whichis equal to 
18751 fterling (not then repaid) and alfo a confiderable fum to David 
Killican, then Mayor; all which however ought not to have invalidated 
the affidavits proving his intended removal, from his own words, as 
before recited. After thefe proceedings Mr. Whittall moved, that the 
matter of his petition and remonftrance fhould be farther confidered, 
and thar he might bring proper witneffes to prove the feveral allegations 
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therein fet forth, which he did not imagine would have been objected 
to. But the next court day, which was on the 4th of Auguft, in the 
year aforefaid, in order to prevent fuch publick hearing, the faid court 
dilmifled Mr. Whittall, upon certain other pretences, which were as 
follow : 

About June 1767, Mr. Whittall was employed by one Patrick 
M‘ Taggart of Calcutta, merchant, as his attorney, to recover in the 
Mayor’s Court the fum of 2075 Arcot rupees, or about 250]. fterling, 
which was due to him upon a bond from Mary Morgan, an inhabitant 
of Calcutta; and Mr. Whittall, at the requeft of the plaintiff, exhibited 
and filed a bill of complaint in the Mayor’s Court there, in the ufual 
form, on the 26th of June in that year, again{ft the faid Mary Mor- 
gan; who being fummoned, employed Thomas Morris of Calcutta as 
her attorney in that fuit; and on the 18th of Auguft, Mr. Whittall, by 
direction of his client, took out a warrant to hold the defendant to bail, 
on the ufual afidavit being made by the plaintiff; which warrant, on 
or about the 21ft day of Auguft, was returned executed by Simeon 
Droz, Efquire, then Sheriff; who did, of his own accord, and without 
any authority from the Mayor’s Court, or notice, or bail given to the 
faid Court, or to Mr. Whittall or his client, voluntarily releafe the faid 
Mary Morgan out of his cuftody, contrary to the ufages and cuftoms in 
fuch cafe generally obferved: of which Mr. Whittall informed the 
Court, and folicited another warrant, in order to avoid litigation with 
the Sheriff; but that motion being rejected, Mr. Whittall apprehended, 
that the Sheriff was become liable to pay the faid debt (the members on 
the bench being alfo at that time of the fame opinion) and thereupon 
the plaintiff made application to the Sheriff, and informed Mr. Whittall, 
that the Sheriff was ready, on having a proper receipt, to difcharge the 
fame: and moreover, onthe arft March 1768, the following letter was 
received by Mr. Whittall. 





“SS IK 
«* Pleafe to acquaint me what are the particulars of Mr. M‘*Taggart’s 
« demand on Mrs. Morgan, and how much the whole amounts to. 


“lam, S I K, 
‘s Your moft obedient, 
“< Monday, the 2rft March 1768. S DROZ.” 


“To Mr. Whittall.” 
And 
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And a fhort time afterwards Mr. Whittall and his client accidentally 
met with Mr. Droz at the council-houfe at Calcutta, who began fpeak- 
ing upon the fubject ; when Mr. Whittall civilly acquainted the She- 
riff, that he having without authority, or notice given, of his own ac- 
cord, difcharged the defendant out of cuftody, he apprehended he was 
become liable to the debt: on which he anfwered, he would pay it on 
a proper receipt being given him by Mr. M‘Taggart, and that he had 
taken, or would take, from the defendant, a mortgage of a garden to 
indemnify himfelf; which mortgage it fince appears was actually pre- 
pared by Mrs. Morgan’s attorney, Mr. Morris, and in confequence of 
this converfation the plaintiff requefted Mr. Whittall to draw up a re- 
ceipt, which he accordingly did as follows: 


“ Calcutta, 4th June 1768. 


** Received of Simeon Droz, Efquire, the fum of two thoufand and 
“ feventy-five Arcot rupees, being the principal fum due unto me on 
“ a certain bond executed by Mary Morgan ; and alfo the fum of two 
“ hundred and eighty-fix Arcot rupees and five anas, being fixteen 
“ months and thirteen days intereft on the faid bond, at the rate of ten 
“* per cent. per annum; for which a fuit is depending in the honourable 
“<< the Mayor's Court, where the faid original bond is filed; and I do 
“ hereby promife to deliver up the faid bond uncancelled unto 
“ the faid Simeon Droz, upon his paying me the cofis of fuit in the 
“< faid caufé, as witnefs my hand; and I do hereby further promife to 
“ withdraw the fuit on Tuefday next. 


© PATS MCTAGGART.” 


And this receipt was figned by the plaintiff, Mr. M“ Taggart, and the 
Sheriff paid the money ; after which no inftru€tions were received by 
Mr. Whittall from his client, nor was any motion made relative to the 
faid fuit; neither was he acquainted, till a confiderable time after, 
that his faid client had received the fum above {pecified ; nor are the 
cof{ts of fuit to this day paid to the faid Mr. Whittall, nor to his client, 
{o far as he knows, or believes. 

That the period of time (to wit) from the 21ft March 1768 to the 
4th June following, which actually elapfed between Mr. Whittall’s 
meeting and difcourfing with Mr. Droz the Sheriff, and the date of the 
above receipt, was evidently too long to admit of any furprize upon 
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Mr. Droz, who had time enough to inform himfelf of every particular 
in the matter ; though fuch pretended mifinformation was afterwards 
made ufe of as a plea againft Mr. Whittall at the time of his difmiffion. 
And in this manner matters refted till that event, which happened on 
the 4th Auguft 17609. 

But certain members of the Mayor’s Court, as it feems, highly of 
fended at Mr. Whittall’s fpirited behaviour, in regard to proving the 
illegality of the proceedings of Mr. Goodwin, as before related, had 
fchemed and refolved privately among themfelves, and before the fitting 
of the Court, to alledge fomething againft Mr. Whittall whereby they 
might find occafion to difmifs him, as before had been threatened. 

In confequence of fo extraordinary aretfolution, at the opening of the 
Court on the 4th of Auguft 1769, Mr. May, the Regifter, read a re- 
port of the Examiner to the Court, ‘* That two witnefles had been exa- 
‘< mined by him in the caufe of Mr. M*Taggart againft Morgan:” (a 
circumi{tance which indeed happened prior to the date of the receipt 
herein above recited) whereupon the faid Mr. Whittall, as attorney 
for the plaintiff, acquainted the Court, ‘*‘ That the faid caufe was end- 
** ed, that he kad no inftruétions to proceed, the Sheriff having, with- 
“ out any authority, releafed the defendant out of cuftody, when con- 
‘<< fined for default of bail, upon a warrant; and had actually paid, or 
“< agreed to pay the debt for the defendant, as Mr. Whittall prefumed 
“ the law in fuch cafe would oblige him to do.” Whereupon Mr. 
Morris, the defendant’s attorney, informed the court, ‘* That Mr. 
<6 Whittall had deceived and impofed upon Mr. Droz, and had fraudu- 
< lently and fallfely obtained the payment of the fum fued for by Mr. 
“< M*Taggart from Mr. Droz, by falfely acquainting Mr. Droz, that 
‘ the fuit commenced by Mr. M‘Taggart againft the faid Mary Mor- 
“< gan was decreed by the Court, and that Mr. Droz was obliged to pay 
‘“ the amount thereof; and that the original receipt was wrote, as he 
“< believed, in the proper hand-writing of Mr. Whittall, and figned by 
< the complainant; all which he would prove to be true,” or words 
to the like effect: which were thereupon immediately taken down by 
the Regifter, and read over to the Court. And although Mr. Whittall 
denied the fame or any part thereof to be true, excepting only that he 
drew up and wrote a receipt in behalf of the plaintiff, Mr. M*Tageart, 
and acknowledged the converfation which pafled between him and the 
Sheriff, when he told him, in the council-houfe, that he apprehended 
he was become liable to the debt, as herein above recited; NorTwiTH- 
STANDING all this, the faid Mayor’s Court, without farther debate, 
after privately confulting one another when fitting upon the bench, dif- 
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miffed Mr. Whittall from acting or practifing any longer, directly or 
indirectly, as an attorney of their faid court. 

In the debates among the members between themfelves, Alderman 
Bathoe faid, “‘* _He thought the matter fufficient to difmifs Mr. Whittall, 
« and that he ought to be difmitfed ;----it was highly due for making 
s the proceedings ferve his own purpofes; it was fcandalous.” So 
faid Mr. Lawrell. Mr. David Killican faid, ‘* That he thought the 
‘* crime very bad; but the defence was much worfe, in advancing 
‘* falfities to the Court and to Mr. Dioz.” Mr. WhittalF replied, <‘ He 
‘s would be glad fuch falfities fhould be proved, or at leaít pointed 
 ount.”-—-" He,” faid Mr. Bathoe, (meaning the Sheriff) ‘* toox your 
ai warts nd you deceived him.”---Mr. Killican added, ‘* That it was 
“ highly derogatory to the honour and authority of that Court.” On 
Mr. Whittall’s denying that he had told the Sheriff the caufe was de- 
creed, Mr. Killican took him up, and obferved, ‘* That he, the faid 
“© Mr. Whittall, had acted as a judge by fettling caufes out of court, 
* and that he had been guilty of wilful neglect of duty ;” adding, 
“ He was furprized that the Court had fo long looked over his beha- 
* viour; but he thought his conduét in this caufe ftéandalous, falfe, 
“‘ and a contempt of the authority and honour of the Court, and he 
‘e thought the Court ought to take proper notice of it.” 

Immediately after the Court had difmiffed Mr. Whittall from being an 
attorney of the faid Court, Mr. May, the Regifter, produced in the 
Court a copy of the receipt figned by the plaintiff, drawn by Mr. Whit- 
tall, and given by the plaintiff to the Sheriff; whereby it appeared, 
that Mr. Whittall could not have given Mr. Droz the falfe information 
laid to his charge, ‘‘ That the caufe of Patrick M Taggart was decreed,” 
becaufe there was an exprefs claufe in it which fpecified that the faid 
{fuit was ‘‘ then depending,’ as has already been exhibited in the true 
copy of it above recited ; whereupon Mr. Morris drew up a minute of 
‘< what he meant to fay,” (as he expreffed himfelf) in which minute he 
pupon left out that part of his information, namely, ‘* That Mr. 
< Whittall had deceived and falfely impofed upon the faid Simeon 
Droz, and had fraudulently and falfely obtained the payment of the 
‘ fum fued for by the plaintiff, Patrick M*‘Taggart, from the faid S. 
“ Droz; by falfely acquainting the faid S. Droz, that the faid fuit, fo 
** commenced by the faid Patrick M*Taggart, was decreed by the faid 
“ honourable the Mayor’s Court; and that he, the {faid S. Droz, was 
“<< obliged to pay the amount thereof; and that by fuch deceit ufed by 
“ the faid Mr. Whittall only, he, the faid S. Droz, was induced to pay- 
“ the fame.” For which falfe information Mr. Whittall had then 
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already been difmiffed the court: which minute, fo drawn by the faid 
Morris, was then perufed by all the members of that court, and re- 
drawn by the Regifter, with his, Morris’s, affiftance, and that of a 
clerk, or writer of the regifter ; and was afterwards once more drawn 
up, by Alderman John Bathoe, and entered upon record in the faid 
court, without the words above recited, which in fact had occafioned 
Mr. Whittall’s difmiffion, or any aflertion or intimation to fuch pur- 
port, or any way equivalent thereto. 

The faid Patrick M‘°Taggart, being then prefent in the faid court, and 
waiting to hear the iffue of a certain other fuit he had therein depending, 
wherein Mr. Alderman Miller was plaintiff and the faid Mr. M*‘Tagegart 
defendant, Mr. Whittall alfo being employed therein as the defendant’s 
attorney at law, and which fuit was ordered to be heard that day ; and 
although Mr. M‘Taggart was well known to be the fame perfon who 
was plaintiff in the aforefaid {fuit againft Mary Morgan, yet the court 
did not think fit to examine him touching the matter on which Mr. 
Whittall was difmiffed, as aforefaid ; and Mr. Whittall demanding of 
Mr. M‘Taggart, Whether or not he had told the Sheriff at the council- 
houfe that the faid fuit was decreed, and whether he had ever ordered 
him, Mr. Whittall, to withdraw the fuit, and whether the cofts of fuit 
had been paid either by him or the fheriff? he anfwered, No: not- 
withftanding which, the court took no manner of notice thereof, in 
any of their minutes or proceedings ; but proceeded to hear the fuit 
between Mr. Patrick M*‘Taggart and the faid Alderman Miller, although 
Mr. M*‘Taggart had no attorney to appear in the faid fuit, the faid Al- 
derman Miller fitting on the bench during the trial of his own caufe, 
though his vote was not then collected. 

Before the Court adjourned, Mr. Whittall applied to the Court, and 
to their Regifter, for copies of all the minutes of the feveral proceedings 
againft him, in the divers caufes and matters herein above recited ; 
which however both the Court and the Regifter thought fit then to 
refufe. 

On the 22d of Auguft Mr. Whittall did, by his attorney Mr. George 
Sparks, prefent an humble petition to the Mayor’s Court, praying for 
copies of the abovefaid minutes and proceedings, to be properly au- 
thenticated under the feal of the Court. But the Court would only 
grant copies of the order of difmiffion, &c. figned by the Regifter ; 
and would not fuffer the fame to be authenticated under the feal of the 
Court, abfolutely refufing to grant copies of the minutes mentioned in 
faid petition, on which he had been actually difmiffed ; fo that no part 
of fuch minutes appear on record.----Mr, Whittall a little time after 
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telling the faid Regifter, that at fome future period he would be called 
upon to produce the faid minutes, was anfwered by the Regifter, 
<< That they were not in being.” 

Mr. Whittall thinking himfelf highly injured, not only by the Mayor’s 
Court, but alfo by Mr. Morris, by the falfe and fcandalous informa- 
tions he gave the Court, and which indeed were the groundlefs caufe 
of his difmiffion, did prepare, and by his attorney, Mr. Sparks, pre- 
fent a bill of complaint in the ufual form againft the faid Morris, lay- 
ing the damages fuftained at 15,0001. fterling ; and at a court held 
October the 3d 1769, prefent, David Killican, Efquire, Mayor, 
Mefirs. Jofeph Cator and Ruffell Skinner, Aldermen, leave being 
afked to file and read the faid bill, according to the practice of the 
Court, the bill was ordered to be read, but the court would not fuffer 
it to be filed: and when Mr. Sparks had gone through about one half 
of the bill, and came to that part of it, where mention was made (as 
has been noticed in this cafe) of Mr. Alderman Bathoe’s correcting the 
minutes, and leaving out the very claufe for which Mr. Whittall had 
been actually difmiffed, that the fame might not appear upon record ; 
then Mr. David Killican interrupted him, and immediately infifted, that 
Mr. Sparks ought to be difmiffed likewife for prefenting fuch a bill of 
complaint ; which would really have been the cafe, had not the other 
two Aldermen interfered: and Mr. Killican advanced, ‘* That the 
“‘ faid petition and bill of complaint, wherein mention was made of 
“ the faid Alderman Bathoe on the bench altering and re-drawing the 

minutes relative to Mr. Whittall’s difmiffion (and leaving out the 
claufe abovefaid) was a reflection upon the members of the Court, 
for which he (Mr. Sparks) ought to be punifhed.”” Whereupon Mr. 
Sparks informed the Court, “ That he was an eye-witnefs of Mr. Ba- 
‘ thoes correcting and re-drawing the minutes, as {pecified in the faid 
“ bul.” But Mr. Killican in great rage replied, ‘< That he fhould not 
“ credit his fenfes; but that when he faw any member of that Court 
write {fuch minutes, he fhould give the lie to his fenfes and under- 
ftanding, and fuppofe it was not fuch member, but the Regiíter 
who wrote them.” And farther, the faid David Killican, Eiquire, 
(then Mayor) did prevail on the other two Aldeimen to defer the filing 
of the faid bill until the next court-day ; at which fucceeding court- 
day, the faid Killican, the better to ferve his purpofes, got together the 
three Aldermen who, with himfelf, had difmifled Mr. Whittall on the 
4:h of Auguft. 

At the fubfequent court-day, held on the roth of O&@ober 1769, pre- 
fent the faid David Killican, Efquire, Mayor, Meflrs. Matthew Miller, 
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James Lawrell and John Bathoe, Aldermen (the fame who had fo il- 
legally difmiffed Mr. Whittall) and alfo Mr. Jofeph Cator, Alderman, 
the faid bill of complaint was called for by the Court, and without tar- 
ther debate the queftion put ; ‘f Whether the bill flrould be filed or not ” 
David Killican, Efquire, Mayor, Meflrs. James Lawrell and John 
Bathoe were of opinion, ‘* That the bill contained many fcandalous 
< and indecent refiections on the proceedings of the Court.” And 
thefe three gentlemen (making a majority) rejected the bill, and would 
not fuffer the fame to be filed. 

Mr. Matthew Miller and Mr. Jofeph Cator, the other Aldermen, dif 
fented from that opinion; and directed {uch their diffent to be entered 
upon record, which was entered accordingly. 

At the fame time Mr. Alderman Cator obferved, ‘* That it appeared 
s {tated in the bill, and it was his opinion, that Mr. Richard Whittall 
< had been injured by an illegal difmiffion ; and that if {fuch difmiffion 
<< could be proved by him to be illegal, he would certainly recover da- 
< mages, in any court of law that he fhould think proper to ap- 
© oy tos” 

Mr. Whittall being dangeroufly ill of a fever, occafioned by a fall, 
was advifed to remove to Chandernagore, the French fettlement in 
Bengal, where he might have the benefit of an eminent French fur- 
geon’s advice: and during his abfence, Mr. May, the Regifter of the 
Mayor’s Court, applied to the faid Court for a warrant of execution 
againtt his, the faid Mr. Whittall’s effects, without any fuit being com- 
menced, or iffuing out any fummons for his appearance for his 
monthly regifter bills, (wherein are included, the Regifters own fees, the 
Mayor’s and Sheriff’s fees, and the Eaft India Company’s dues on the 
proceedings) though thefe bills had not been delivered monthly ac- 
cording to cuftom, with a convenient time allowed for the collecting 
of the faid monies from the clients; nor was the amount of fuch bills 
known by, or payment demanded of Mr. Whittall ; and in which de- 
mand (of which affidavit was made by Mr. May) feveral falfe charges 
were made, particularly of other attornies bills, wherein Mr. Whittall 
was in no wife concerned, and zbe motion for his own difmiffion, which 
could not of right belong to him to pay for, &c. &c. 

As foon as Mr. Whittall became acquainted with fuch proceedings, 
he entered into a bond, jointly with Mr. John Graham, for payment at 
a fhort period of Mr. May’s demand: whereupon the warrant of exe- 
cution was fuperfeded, and the faid bills delivered by the Regifter to 
Mr. Whittall; when, upon examination, Mr. Whittall found the fe- 
veral unjuft charges aforefaid: and Mr. Whittall, and Mr. Graham his 

iz attorney. 











c 
= 
> 


68 APPENDIX. 


attorney, began on his part to recover the amount of faid Regifter’s 
bills, and his own fees, from his refpective clients.----- It muft be re- 
marked, that it is often cuftomary for the Regifters to delay for four or 
five months the delivery of the aforefaid bills, and to fend many of 
them together, from whence the attornies draw out their own demands 
on their clients ; fuch Regifters bills being included, as the clients are 
in effect to reimburfe them. 

Mr. John Holme, deceafed, late Regifter of the court, having a like 
demand for the monthly bills (not then delivered) upon Mr. Whittall, the 
faid Mr. Whittall gave a like fecurity to the fon, who was his admi- 
niftrator ; and Mr. Whittall then lying ill, aligned over a confiderable 
fum of money due from his clients (in which all the faid Regifter’s bills 
were alfo included) and feveral other demands. But the court, appre- 
hending that the faid Mr. Whittall, as foon as he fhould be recovered, 
would repair to England, to fue forredrefs of his manifold grievances, 
uied every poffible means to prevent his departure from the country : 
and well knowing, that he had debts due to him in the country, to the 
amount of upwards of 75,000 rupees, or above goool. fterling, in or- 
der to detain Mr. Whittall, abfolutely refufed him the benefit of the law 
(to which as a Britifh fubject he had a right) in fuing for, or recovering 
the fame, or any part thereof in the Mayor’s Court, where only in that 
part of India the matter was properly cognizable ; nor would the court 
fuffer Mr. Graham to recover the faid bills fo afligned over to him, in 
order to pay off the Regifter’s demands, at the fame time that others, 
the faid May and Holme in particular, were fuffered to fue and com- 
pel him to payment of what he was not allowed to recover again from 
his clients. 

And at acourt holden on Tuefday the 16th of January 1770 (prefent 
John Levett, Efguire, Mayor, and David Killican and Cornelius Good- 
win, Efqrs. Aldermen) it was ordered, that Mr. John Graham the De- 
puty Regifter, and acting as attorney for Mr. Whittall, fhould acquaint 
the faid Whittall, ‘< That it was their opinion, he was no longer en- 
‘* titled to the benefit of the faid Mayor’s Court, being then out of its 
“ jurifdiction,”? or words to that effect, though nothing of fuch matter 
was entered upon record. 

And at another court, holden on the 23d of the faid month of Ja- 
nuary 1770 (prefent John Levett, Efquire, Mayor, and the Aldermen 
Killican and Goodwin) William Atkinfon of Calcutta, Gentleman, and 
one of the attornies of the faid court, did according to the rules and 
practice of the court make, at the requeft of John Graham aforefaid, a 
regular motion for the grant of warrants of execution againft the effects 
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of Kiffenchurn Tagoor, and Ramfunder Banragee, on behalf of Mr. 
‘Whittall, for his own proper fees, for the Mayor’s and Sheriff’s fees, 
and for the fees of the faid Regifter, and the Eaft India Company’s duties, 
with which Mr. Whittall had himfelf been charged by the Regifter, which 
the faid court had compelled him to pay, and which of courfe were due 
to Mr. Whittall when attorney of the Mayor’s court; but this motion 
the court did then and there reject for the reafons they had before af 
figned, namely, ‘* That he the faid Whittall was not entitled to the 
“< benefit of the court whilft he remained out of its jurifdiétion ;” though 
the faid bills were properly afligned over to Mr. Graham, who had a 
power in the alignment to recover the fame among many others for the 
purpole of paying the Regifter’s as aforefaid, Mr. Whittall being then 
confined by ficknefs to his chamber at Chandernagore. Then Mr. Wik 
liam Atkinfon, at the requeft of the faid Mr. John Graham, did move, 
that the faid motions fhould be entered upon record; but this motion 
likewife the court thought fit to rejeét, although the faid motions were 
publicly made in open court. Whereupon affidavits were prepared for 
Mefi. Atkinfon and Graham refpeétively to fwear to, regarding the 
fame ; and the aforefaid John Graham went to the houfe of Mr. Jofeph 
Gator, Alderman, and requefted he would {wear him to the truth of 
the contents of fuch affidavit, who defired Graham to give it to him in 
open court, and then he would fwear him thereto: but Mr. Whittall 
embarked for England before he received any farther account of that 
matter; by which means the fum of 75,900 rupees, or above goool. 
juftly due to Mr. Whittall, mutt be greatly hazarded, if indeed not 
totally loft, by reafon of the frequent deaths and bankruptcies which 
of late a fhort period of time often produces in thofe parts, or of his 
debtors leaving Bengal before Mr. Whittall can poflibly expect redrefs 
in England. 

In confequence of the abovementioned proceedings, Mr. Whittal]l 
did apply to the Governor and Council at Calcutta for permiffion to re- 
turn to England, and having obtained fuch leave, embarked on board 
one of the Eaft India Company’s fhips, and is arrived in England, in 
order to obtain redrefs for his grievances above recited: and he defires 
your opinion of his cafe in anfwer to the following queries. 


ft As Mr. Whittall, an attorney of the King’s Bench, was duly ad- 
mitted and {worn an attorney of the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta, he pre- 
fumed he had a freehold in his place, it being an office concerning the 
public juftice, and he compellable to be an attorney for any man. Had 
the faid Mayor’s Gourt, therefore, a right to difmifs Mr. Whittall from 
being 
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being an attorney of that court, for the reafons mentioned, without 
any proof at all, and without giving Mr. Whittall any notice, or time, 
to make his defence, and which faid order is not only falfe, but con- 
tradi€tory upon the face of it; and in what manner is it advifable for 
Mr. Whittall to proceed, in order to get himfelf reinftated, and alfo to 
recover the damages he has fuftained by reafon of the difmiffion ? 


2d. In order to recover the payment of the feveral fums of money 
due to him in Bengal, whether would it be proper to impeach the mem- 
bers who difiniffed him, and who refufed him the benefit of the law, in 
rejecting his bill of complaint again{ft Morris, and would not permit 
him to fuc for his juft demands upon people in Bengal, in their judicial 
capacity, or to proceed again{ft them in the Court of King’s Bench, by 
way of information? and will not an action lie againft the aforefaid 
members for damages? and if fo, where is the faine to be brought? 
And as no appeal lies from the faid order of difmiflion, or (as it is ap- 
prehended) from the faid court’s rejecting the bill of complaint againit 
Morris, or refufing Mr. Whittall the benefit of the law, in nct fuffering 
him to fue for his juft demands, to the Governor and Council at Cal- 
cutta, (who are conftituted a Court of appeals) may not Mr. Whittall ap- 
peal directly to the King and Council in England? or in what other 
manner can he proceed to obtain juftice ? 





3d. The charter granted, eftablifhing a Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, 
after fpecifying the authority given the faid court to appoint clerks and 
officers, and to do all fuch other things as may be found neceflary to 
the adminiftration of juftice, proceeds in the following manner: 

“ So as they from time to time give an account thereof unto the faid 
«< Company, and fo as the fame fhall be fubject to the approbation, 
“ controul, and alteration of the faid Company, under the hands of 
€ thirteen or more of the Court of Directors of the faid Company, 
<“ whom we do likewife will and ordain to have full power and autho- 
‘¢ rity to make fuch rules and orders for the better adminiftration of 
** juftice, as they fhall from time to time think fit and neceflary ; but 
s fuch rules and orders, fo to be made by the faid Mayor’s Court, /o 
s< far as the fame fhall not be repugnant to any rules or orders made by the 
‘© faid Company or their Court of Diredors (as aforefaid) fhall neverthe- 
“ lefs be in force, until the fame fall be revoked or altered by the faid 
“< Court of Diredors, or any thirteen or more of them, and notice there- 


“ of given to the faid court.” 
And 
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And it is alfo ordained by fundry acts of parliament, ‘‘ That all per- 
“ fons whatfoever in the Eaft Indies, being guilty of opprefling any of 
<< his Majefty’s fubjects, or of any crimes or offences, fuch oppreffions, 
s crimes, and offences may be enquired of, heard, and determined, 
& in his Majefty’s Court of King’s Bench in England; and that the fame 
“< and all other offences committed againft the faid a¢ts, may be al- 
‘s ledged to be committed, and may be laid, enquired of, and tried 
« in the county of Middlefex.”’ 

In confequence of faid charter, and ftatutes, the charter exprefsly 
conveying with it the laws of England to Bengal, are not fuch offenders 
liable to profecutions in the Court of King’s Bench as foon as they re- 
turn to England? And as the faid Mayor’s Court are by the faid charter 
under the immediate direction of the Company in England, upon Mr. 
Whittall’s having applied to the Court of Direétors to be reinftated, if 
they fhould not think fit to comply with his juft requeft, will not an 
appeal then lie from the faid Court of Directors to the King and Coun- 
cil, or to the Court of King’s Bench; and will not the Court of King’s 
Bench, upon a motion, properly grounded upon affidavits, grant a 
Mandamus to reftore Mr. Whittall to his office? or what other remedy 
or means of redrefs remain to Mr. Whittall for the many injuries which 
he has fuftained, and how is it advifable for him to proceed? 


4th. Would it not be advifable for Mr. Whittall to petition the Par- 
liament for an enquiry into the conduét of feveral of the members of the 
Mayor’s Court, againft whom he can clearly prove a confpiracy to 
injure him, and many moft illegal and partial proceedings, calcu 
lated merely for their own private emolument, and to the great griev- 
ance and oppreflion of his Majefty’s fubjects in Bengal ? 


Mr. Dunning’s Opinion. 





Mr. Whittall, upon this ftate of his cafe, appears to have been very 
hardly and injurioufly treated. The order for difmiffing him was a 
groís act of injuftice; not merely becaufe neither of the faéts charged 
upon him as the grounds for his difiniffion were proved, but as they 
were in truth both difproved by the very evidence referred to as the proof 
of them; the receipt or memorandum, figned by M‘Taggart, of the 
4th June 1768. Firft, as to the fuppofed impofition on Mr. Droz, the 
Sheriff, by a falfe pretence that a decree had been actually obtained 
againft him for the money due from the defendant in the original caufe, 
whom he had fuffered to go at large after having arrefted her. Though 
it 
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it is certain that he was in law liable to the plaintiff ’s demand in confe- 
quence of his own mifconduct, and Whittall might very properly tell 
him fo: it was impoffible he could fay, with any expectation of being 
believed, that a decree had been actually obtained, or that Droz, if he 
had been told fo, could believe it; for he who himfelf was an officer 
of the court, muft know that he had no notice of fuch an a¢tion: and I 
fuppofe it is not the practice of the court to make decrees againft men 
without giving them an opportunity of being heard in their defence. 
But further, the receipt, or memorandum referred to mentions nothing 
of any decree or fuit againft the Sheriff: on the contrary, it mentions 
the original caufe as ftill depending, and provides for putting an end to 
it, and nothing more; and it is not to be doubted, but that provifion 
would have been extended to the caufe againít the fheriff, if he had 
been made to underfland that any fuch had been commenced. Second- 
ly, As to the other ground, which is, that he had not withdrawn the 
fuit, purfuant to his client’s engagement, on the next court day, it is 
obvious that, taking the whole receipt or memorandum together, the 
withdrawing the fuit, as well as the delivering up the bond, were meant 
(as they ought) to depend upon the payment of the cofts; not to men- 
tion, that if it were otherwife, it would afford no ground of cenfure 
on Mr. Whittall or his client, fince neither Mr. Droz or Mrs. Morgan 
had fuftained any injury by his not withdrawing the caufe, no ftep 
having been taken towards profecuting it further. In this fituation 
Mr. Whittall’s proper courfe to get himfelf reinftated, is to lay a full 
reprefentation of his cafe before the Court of Directors, who will pro- 
bably refer it to their counfel ; and, in that cafe, I have no doubt but 
they will be advifed to reftore him to an office of which he has been 
thus arbitrarily and groundlefly deprived. If the Directors fhould re- 
fufe to redrefs him, which I cannot fuppofe, it will then be time enough 
to confider the other queftions. 


Lincoln’s Inn, 
16th March 1771. J. DUNNING. 


Ne XXVII. 
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N XXVIII. 


The Petition of Mer. Richard Whittall to the Honourable Court of 
Directors of the Eaft India Company, 


HUMBLY SHEWETH, 


That your petitioner, having obtained permiffion from this honour- 
able Company to go out to India as a free merchant, fome time in April 
1764, failed for Bengal, in order to refide at Calcutta; but that foon 
after his arrival the Prefident and Council there having reftricted free 
merchants from trading in the country, and your petitioner being one 
of the attornies of his Majefty’s Court of King’s Bench, petitioned the 
honourable the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta aforefaid to be admitted to 
practife in that court; and was accordingly duly admitted, and fworn 
one of the attornies thereof, agreeable to the practice of the faid court, 
as by a copy of his admittance, ready to be produced, will appear ; 
where he, by his diligence and behaviour, acquired great reputation, 
and by his practice procured a genteel income: 

That your petitioner is informed, that the Mayor’s court at Calcutta 
aforefaid is by his Majefty’s charter appointed a Court of Record for 
hearing and determining all civil fuits, actions, and pleas, with power 
to appoint officers and minifters, and the court is enjoined to adhere 
{ftrictly to the laws of England in all fuch matters as fhould come before 
them for their determination: which charter, after fpecifying the autho- 
rity to the faid Mayor’s Court to appoint clerks and officers, &c. and 
to do all fuch other things as may be found neceflary to the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice, proceeds in the following manner; ‘‘ So as they from 
“ time to time give an account thereof unto the faid Company, and fo 
‘“ as the fame fhall be fubject to the approbation, controul, and al- 
<‘ teration of the faid Company, under the hands of thirteen or more of 
“ the Court of Directors of the faid Company; whom we do likewife 
“ will and ordain to have full power and authority to make fuch rules 
‘* and orders, for the better adminiftration of juftice, as they from time 
** to time fhall think fit and neceflary ; but fuch rules and orders, fo 
‘“ to be made by the faid Mayor’s Court, fo far as the fame fhall not 
‘* be repugnant to any rules or orders made by the faid Company or 
‘“ their Court of Direétors as aforefaid, {hall neverthelefS be in force 
‘“ until the fame fhall be revoked or altered by the faid Court of Di- 
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‘« rectors, or any thirteen or more of them, and notice thereof given 
‘* to the faid court :”’ 

That about June 1767, your petitioner was employed by Patrick 
M‘Tagegart of Calcutta, merchant, as his attorney, to recover in the 
Mayor’s Court the fum of 2075 Arcot rupees, which was due to him 
upon a bond from Mary Morgan, an inhabitant of Calcutta ; and your 
petitioner, at the requeft of the plaintiff, exhibited and filed a bill of 
complaint in the Mayor’s Court there, in the ufual form, on the 26th 
of June in that year, againft the faid Mary Morgan; who being fum- 
moned, employed Thomas Morris of Calcutta aforefaid as her attorney 
in that fuit; and on the 18th of Auguft, your petitioner, by direction 
of his client, took out a warrant to hold the defendant to bail, on the 
ufual affidavit being made by the plaintiff; which warrant, on or about 
the 21ft day of Auguft, was returned executed by Simeon Droz, Efquire, 
then Sheriff; who did, of his own accord, and without any authority 
from the Mayor’s Court, or notice, or bail given to the faid Court, or 
to your petitioner or his client, voluntarily releafe the faid Mary Mor- 
gan out of his cuftody, contrary to the ufages and cuftoms in fuch cafe 
generally obferved: of which your petitioner informed the Court, and 
folicited another warrant, in order to avoid litigation with the Sheriff ; 
which motion the faid Court rejected, as will appear by the record, 
deeming the Sheriff liable to pay the debt: and thereupon the plaintiff 
made application to the Sheriff, and informed yonr petitioner, that the 
Sheriff was ready, on having a proper receipt, to difcharge the fame: 
and moreover, on the 21ft March 1768, the following letter was received 
by your petitioner from the faid Sheriff: 


w S 3. IRs 


** Pleafe to acquaint me what are the particulars of Mr. M‘Taggart’s 
«€ demand on Mrs. Morgan, and how much the whole amounts to, 


* L am, 6 i R, 


< Your moft obedient, 
‘ Monday, the 21ít March 1768. * S DROZ?” 
< To Mr. Whittall.”? 
That, a fhort time after, your petitioner and his client accidentally 
met with Mr. Droz at the council-houfe at Calcutta, who began fpeak- 


ing upon the fubject; when your petitioner civilly acquainted the Sheriff, 
2 that 
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that he having without authority, or notice given, of his own accord, 
difcharged the defendant out of cuftody, your petitioner apprehended he 
was become liable to the debt: on which he anfwered, he would pay it 
on a proper receipt being given to him by Mr. M*Taggart, and that he 
had taken, or would take, from the defendant, a mortgage of a garden 
to indemnify himfelf; which mortgage it fince appears was actually pre- 
pared by Mrs. Morgan’s attorney, Mr. Morris, and in confequence of 
this converfation the plaintiff requefted your petitioncr to draw up are- 
ceipt, which he accordingly did as follows: 


s Calcutta, 4th June 1768. 


‘e Received of Simeon Droz, Efquire, the fum of two thoufand and 
<< feventy-five Arcot rupees, being the principal fum due unto me on 
“ a certain bond executed by Mary Morgan ; and alfo the fum of two 
“ hundred and eighty-fix Arcot rupees and five anas, being fixteen 
‘* months and thirteen days intereft on the faid bond, at the rate of ten 
“< per cent. per annum; for which a fuit is depending in the honourable 
“< the Mayors Court, where the faid original bond is filed; and I do 
‘< hereby promife to deliver up the faid bond uncancelled unto 
“ the faid Simeon Droz, upon his paying me the cofts of fuit in the 
‘< {aid caufe, as witnefs my hand ; and I do hereby further promife to 
* withdraw the fuit on Tuefday next. 


«æ PATE M°STAGGART.” 


And this receipt was figned by the plaintiff, M*Taggart, and the 
Sheriff fome time afterwards paid the money; fince which no inftruc- 
tions were received by your petitioner from his client, nor was any 
motion made relative to the faid fuit; neither was your petitioner ac- 
quainted, till a confiderable time after, that his faid client had received 
the {fum above fpecified ; nor are the cofts of fuit to this day paid to your 
petitioner, nor to his client, as far as he knows, or believes. 

That at the opening of the Court on the 4th of Auguft 1769, Mr. 
May, the RKegifter, read a report of the Examiner to the Court, ‘* That 
“ two witneffes had been examined in the caufe of M‘Taggart 
“ againft Morgan :” (a circumftance which indeed happened prior to 
the date of the receipt herein above recited, and they were examined 
by an order of Court, by reafon of their being about to leave Calcutta.) 
Whereupon your petitioner, as attorney for the plaintiff, naturally ac- 
quainted the Court, ** That the faid caufe was ended, that he had 
** no inftructions to proceed, the Sheriff having, without any authority, 
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s releafed the defendant, out of cuftody, when confined for default of 
< bail, upon a warrant; and had actually paid, or agreed to pay the 
s debt for the defendant, as your petitioner prefumed the law in 
‘“¢ {uch cafe obliged him to do.” Whereupon Mr. Morris, the de- 
fendant’s attorney, informed the Court, ‘s That your petitioner had 
‘s deceived and impofed upon Mr. Droz, and had fraudulently and 
“ falfely obtained the payment of the fum fued for by Mr. M*‘Taggart 
‘* from Mr. Droz, by falfely acquainting Mr. Droz, that the fuit 
‘* commenced by Mr. M‘Tageart againft the faid Mary Morgan was 
‘< decreed by the Court, and that Mr. Droz was obliged to pay the 
“< amount thereof; and that by fuch deceit ufed by your petitioner 
< only Mr. Droz was induced to pay the fame ; and that the original re- 
s ceipt was wrote, as he believed, in the proper hand-writing of your 
s petitioner, and figned by the complainant; all which he would 
s prove to be true,’”? or words to the like effect: which were there- 
upon immediately taken down by the Regifter, and read over to the 
Court. And although your petitioner denied the fame or any part 
thereof to be true, excepting that he drew up a receipt in behalf of the 
plaintiff, Mr. M‘Taggart, and acknowledged the converfation which 
paffled between him and the Sheriff, when he told him in the council- 
houfe, that he apprehended he was become liable to the debt, as herein 
above recited ; NOTWITHSTANDING all this, the faid Mayor’s Court, 
without farther debate, after privately confulting one another when 
fitting upon the bench, difmiffed your petitioner from acting or prac- 
tifing any longer as an attorney of their faid court. 

A Copy of the order of your petitioner’s difmiffion, as the fame 
{tands upon record, is in the following words: 


‘s Calcutta, Friday the 4th day of Auguft, in the year of 
“© our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and {ixty-nine. 


«< At a Court held, 
< Prefent, 
‘s David Killican, Efquire, Mayor, 


Mathew Miller, 
*¢ Meffieurs 4 James Lawrell, ¢ Aldermen. 
L John Bathoe, 


“ Patrick 


6% 


&, 
A 


< Mary Morgan. 
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< againít ‘¢ and Sebaftian Cordeiros, witnefles for the 
‘s complainant, are examined by Mr. John 
« Holme, the late Examiner of this Court. 


Patrick aint ‘¢ The Regifter reported, That John Morgan 


s Mr. Richard Whittall, the complainant’s attorney, acquainted the 
Court, That this caufe was ended. Mr. Morris, attorney for the 
defendant, informed the Court, That this caufe was yet pending, 
and had never been withdrawn, which would appear by a copy ofa 
receipt exhibited in this caufe (the original prayed for, and admitted 
to be produced and proved at hearing of this caufe): That the com- 
plainant had, by deception ufed, received from Simeon Droz, 
Efquire, the principal and intereft of a bond of the defendant, fued 
for by the complainant in this caufe ; and that was without the know- 
ledge and confent of the defendant or her attorney atlaw. Mr. 
Morris further informed the Court, That the faid original receipt is 
wrote, as he believes, in the proper hand-writing of the complainant’s 
attorney at law, and figned by complainant himfelf. The complainant’s 
attorney, the faid Richard Whittall, acknowledging the fame to be 
an exact copy of the receipt drawn up in his own hand-writing, and 
figned by his client, whereby he engages to Mr. Droz to withdraw 
this fuit on the enfuing court-day ; which the faid attorney Mr. Ri- 
chard Whittall not only wilfully neglected to do at the next fitting 
of the Court, but has fuffered the fuit to remain depending in Court 
to this day. The Court, on due confideration of this matter, are 
unanimoufly of opinion, ‘That the faid Richard Whittall’s method of 
obtaining the fum of the faid Simeon Droz was an irregular proceed- 
ing, no decree having then paffed in Court in favour of his client’s 
demand: that his neglecting to inform the Court of his having re- 
ceived the faid fum of the faid Simeon Droz, and alfo neglecting to 
defire the faid fuit then depending to be withdrawn, agreeably to his 
client’s obligation to the faid Simeon Droz on receipt of faid fum, 


' is a manifeft abufe of his duty as an attorney of this Court, an un- 


juttifiable procedure with the faid Simeon Droz, and an infult to the 
authority of this Court ; and as the faid Richard Whittall has, in the 
courfe of his tranfactions of the bufinefs of his office, frequently me- 
rited and received the fevere reprehenfions of this Court, and as it is 
too evident that their admonitions have had no weight in bringing 
him to a proper fenfe of his duty in the difcharge of his office of at- 
torney of this Court ; 

« The 
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‘¢ The Court are now of opinion, that he no longer deferves their 
« indulgence, and do accordingly difmifs him from aé¢ting any longer 
« as an attorney of this Court. 


"e A true Copy. 
« Augult r4th, 1769. “ j. MAY, regilfter.” 


That before the Court adjourned, your petitioner applied to the Court 
and to their Regifter for copies of all the minutes and proceedings 
again{ft him herein above recited, which however both the Court and 
regifter thought fit to refufe. Andon the 22d of Auguft your peti- 
tioner did, by his attorney Mr. George Sparks, prefent a petition to 
the Mayor’s Court, praying for copies of the abovefaid minutes and 
proceedings, to be properly authenticated under the feal of the Court: 
but the Court would only grant copies of the order of difmiffion, figned 
by the Regifter, and would not fuffer the fame to be authenticated 
under the feal of the Court; abfolutely refufing to grant copies of the 
minutes mentioned in the faid petition, on which he had been aétually 
difmiffed: fo that no part of fuch minutes appear on record. Your 
petitioner a little time after telling the Regifter, that at fome future pe- 
riod he would be called upon to produce the faid minutes, was an- 
{wered by the Regifter, ‘* That they were not in being.” 

In confequence of the above-mentioned proceedings, and the bad 
{tate of health your petitioner was then in, he applied to the Governor 
and Council at Calcutta for leave to return to England, and embarked 
on board The Anfon, one of the fhips employed in the fervice of the 
faid Honourable the United Company ; and being arrived in England 
hopes to obtain that fatisfaction which his cafe requires from this Ho- 
nourable Court. 

Your petitioner therefore hopes, from the juftice of his cafe alone, 
that this Honourable Court will afford him an opportunity of laying be- 
fore them the proofs of what your petitioner hath herein fet forth; and 
that this Honourable Court will be pleafed to reverfe the faid order of 
difmiffion, and reinftate your petitioner in his office of one of the at- 


tornies of the Honourable the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, for the fol- 
lowing 


REASONS: 
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Firft, Becaufe your petitioner having been duly admitted and {worn 
an Attorney of the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, he prefumes 
he had a freehold in his place; and confequently could not 
be legally difmiffed without a proper and fufficient com- 
plaint of tome mifbehaviour in him, verified upon oath, with 
a proper and fufficient time allowed him for making his 
defence, which was not obferved ; but the faid Court pro- 
ceeded to difmifs him without any charge properly exhi- 
bited azainft him, or verified by oath; without any time al- 
lowed him for making his defence ; without any proof what- 
foever ; and without any fufficient caufe alledged. 


Secondly, Becaufe the reafons given in the order of difmiffion, if 
t 1e (which, on the contrary, your petitioner does not ad- 
mit) contain no legal caufe of removal or difmiffion of your 
petitioner; for it appears only, that your petitioner acted as 
his duty to his client required: and if any deception was 
ufed to the faid Mr. Droz, the order ftates, that that decep- 
tion was not ufed by your petitioner, but by his client, the 
compli:inant in the faid caufe ; which charge againft the com- 
plainant your petitioner by no means admits: but infifts, as 
the truth is, that no deception whatever was ufed by your 
petitioner or his client to the faid Mr. Droz. And as to the 
charge in the faid order againft your petitioner, for not in- 
forming the Court that the faid complainant had received 
the faid fum of money of Mr. Droz, your petitioner doth 
aver that he was not direétly or indireétly authorized by his 
client to withdraw the fuit ; nor were the cofts of fuit paid 
either by his client or the Sheriff; and no expences whatever 
accrued to either plaintiff or defendant, nor to the faid Si- 


meon Droz; and no perfon whatever was prejudiced on that 
account. 


Thirdly, For that in the faid order of difmiffion, the caufes for which 
he is therein faid to have merited and received the feveral re- 
prehenfions of the faid Court, are not affigned, and which 
your petitioner humbly infifts ough: to have been done, in 


order 
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order to enable the faid Company to form a competent judg- 
ment thereof; and that the filence of the faid order, in this 
refpect, carries with it this plain inference, either that no 
fuch caufes ever exifted, or that the fame were fo trivial or 
groundlefs, as not to bear examination. 


And your petitioner fhall ever pray, &c. 


London, 1ft March 1771. RICHARD WHITTALL. 





N° XXIX. 


Copy of a PROCLAMATION, iffued at Calcutta, by the Governor and 
Council. Dated the 18th May 1768. 


Fort William, 18th May 1768. 


Notice is hereby given, That after the expiration of Two Months, 
from the 27th April, no gomaftahs employed by the Englifh fhall be 
permitted to remain in any part ouwz of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orifla: and after that period, that no Company’s fervant, free 
merchant, or other European refiding under the Company’s proteétion, 
fhall be fuffered to carry on any inland trade, diredtly or indiretly, be- 
yond thofe limits, under penalty, if a Company’s fervant, of being im- 
mediately difmiffed the fervice; if a free merchant, or other Euro- 
pean, of forfeiting the Company’s protection: and that if any Euro- 
peans whatfoever fhall attempt to tranfport any merchandize beyond the 
provinces, all fuch merchandize fhall be feized, and confifcated, and 
the gomaftahs, having charge of fuch contraband trade, fhall be pu- 
nifhed with the utmoft feverity. 





All Armenians, Portuguefe, or the defcendants of Armenians and 
Portuguefe, living under the Company’s protection, are included in 
the above reftrictions. It being intended, that none but the natives of 
the country (Muffulmen and Hindoos) fhall in future enjoy this 
privilege. 

SIMEON DROZ, fecretary. 


I John 





Q en z) 
spe g . 


I John Holme, Notary Publick, dwelling and practifing at Calcutta 
at Fort William in Bengal, dohereby certify and atteft, that the within 
writing is a true copy of a paper affixed to the door of the town-hall of 
Calcutta aforefaid, carefully collated by me with the original, exhibited 


to me for that purpofe. 


In faith and teftimony whereof, I have hereunto fet my hand 
and feal, at Calcutta, the firt day of July, in the year of our 
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-eight. 


L s. ) (Signed) JOHN HOLME, 
( a Notary Publick. 


N° XXX. 


A NARRATIVE of the Cafes of BENJAMIN WILDING and JoHN 
PETRIE of BENGAL, Efquires, as contained in a letter from an 
Officer there to his friend in ENGLAND. 


< As no doubt the actual refignations of moft of the officers in Ben- 
gal will make a great noife in England, and many forced and unfair 
conftructions be put on their conduc¢t, it may not be unneceflary to fay 
fomething on that head: and by laying open the real caufes and confe- 
quences of that melancholy event, drive the film from before the eyes 
of the ignorant, fatisfy the unprejudiced, and at leaft {top the clamorous 
tongues of the enemies of virtue and honour. 

In a former letter I have endeavoured to expofe the fophiftical rea- 
foning and impolitic conduct of the Seleét Committee, in abfolutely 
driving the officers to defpair, by taking off the Barta *, and deftroy- 
ing every advantage which could make the life of a foldier tolerable in 
this country. What made the meafure appear more odious was, that this 
geconomical reduction was enforced by men who had feen and felt the 
inconveniencies of a fubordinate ftation in this country ; who were now 
fharing the /poils of the public largely among rhem/felves, regardlefs of 
the diftrefles of the very army which had been the immediate inftru- 
ments of their elevation and good fortune: for confidering the emolu- 
ments which thofe gentlemen were cutting out for themfelves, and the 


* This was an additional allowance, which the officers from eftablifhed ufage reccived, when on 
actual fervice in the field. 
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immenfe and aftonifhing fums allowed to be laid out at the Company’s 
expence in making even the private roads to the garden-houfes of the 
Counfellors, furely they would have more modefty than to plead the 
faving of the Company’s treafure as their object. 

Confequently, when the orders for reducing the Batta of the officers 
were iffued from the Select Committee, they filled the heart of every 
officer with furprize and indignation; more efpecially as they fol- 
lowed hard upon the conclufion of the campaign of 1765, which, as it 
had been the fartheft removed from our factories and fettlements, had 
confequently been the moft expenfive for the officers that had ever 
been made by any Englifh army in Bengal; the officers being obliged 
to have their baggage tranfported upon mens heads over an extent of 
upwards of 800 miles, at the rate of 51. per month for every cooley 
employed. ‘This enormous expence had drained the pockets of every 
gentleman who had nothing totruft to but his pay: and I believe I am 
not miftaken when I affirm, that nine out of ten of the officers were in 
debt when the army went into quarters; and I myfelf have heard Ge- 
neral Carnac declare (when panting for frefh water, and obliged to 
drink that from the wells in which dead carcaffes had been for fome 
days laying) that triple batta was too little for fuch horrible fatigue. 

It is fearcely poflible to imagine a period more injudicioufly chofen 
to carry a retrenching {fcheme into execution, than that which the Secret 
Committee pitched on for this. The officers, drained of money, and 
{marting from the fatigue of a tedious and expenfive campaign, under- 
gone at that great diftance from the prefidency during the hot {feafon, 
feeing themfelves not only precluded from all fhare in the rich fruits of 
their very effential fervices, but even curtailed in their old eftablifhed 
advantages, without any profpect of redrefs, if they tamely fubmitted 
to the arbitrary terms impofed upon them, while even want ftared them 
in the face: for at the time Iam fpeaking of fuch was their mifery, 
that they could not even pay for cloaths: to which a friend of mine 
bears a melancholy teftimony, having loft about 3000 rupees by fur- 
nifhing them with regimentals, by order of the General. 

This was precifely the cafe of the officers in Bengal at that time. 
When, therefore, thofe orders reached the different brigades, a thoufand 
refolutions were formed and abandoned in a day, from the different 
paffions, capacities, and views of the people concerned ; but all agreed 
in calling out for redrefs, and thinking that fomething muft be done to 
wara off their impending diftrefs. 

As I was of the firft brigade, I muft confine myfelf to fpeak of what 
paffed there, and the confequences accruing to individuals in that corps. 

You 
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You know, it was General Carnac’s brigade ; but under the command 
of Sir Robert Fletcher, and ftationed at Mongheer; confiiting princi- 
pally of the officers who had been in all the fervice of the year 1765, 
and who were confequently ready to cry out firft againft any retrench- 
ing {chemes. In the firft tranfports of rage, many officers propofed at 
once to abandon the fervice of fuch ungrateful mafters, and leave them 
to find officers better qualified for living upon rice and water; but 
this was over-ruled, and a propofal made for addreffing the Governor 
and Council, in a becoming memorial, fetting forth the diftrefles which 
the new regulation would inevitably occafion to the officers, and pray- 
ing for a fufpenfion at leaft of the order, till the affair could be repre- 
fented to the Company at home. This, after fome debate, was agreed 
to; and the following paper was drawn up and forwarded to General 
Carnac, to be by him delivered in to the Board; viz. 


« To the Right Honourable the Prefident and Council. 


< GENTLEMEN, 


‘¢ It is with the greateft refpect we now prefume to lay before your 
Board, the hardfhips we labour under fince the reduction of our 
< former allowance, and we flatter ourfelves, that what we fhall now 
“ offer, will appear reafonable, and induce the Board to comply with 
€“ this our moft humble requeft. 
‘© We beg leave to reprefent, that we find the quarter batta inade- 
«& quate to the unavoidable expence attending the character of an of- 
s“ ficere ‘The extraordinary batta allowed in this eftablifhment, in pre- 
+% ference to the other eftablifhments, only puts us on the fame footing 
“ with them, as it is well known that European commodities, which 
* we moft want, are fold forty or fifty per cent. dearer here than at 
“c either of the fettlements of Madrafs or Bombay, and the difference 
“ is nearly the fame between this place and the prefidency; as likewife 
‘“ fervants wages, and moft other neceflaries bear the fame proportion ; 
“< fo that we hope, fetting forth the prefent allowance not to be a pro- 
<< per fubfiftence, will not appear an unjuft reprefentation, but a notice 
“ fufficient for a repeal of the order of the firft of January. 
< Were we to enumerate the fevere hardfhips we endured the laft 
< campaign, we flatter ourfelves mentioning that alone, and the irre- 
s% parable hurt our conftitutions have fuffered froma climate fo preju- 
** dicial to every European, would have fome weight, fhould we requeft 
*¢ the former allowance, on the fame footing of an indulgence; but 
<* we hope the above fhort reprefentation of facts will tuflice, leav- 
L 2 < ing 
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‘ ing to your own known candor and impartiality, to fuggeft what elfe 
‘© we might advance to induce you to a compliance with this our moft 
‘© refpectful requeft. We have the honour to fubfcribe ourfelves, with 
‘© the greateft refpect,” &c. 


The General wrote the officers a fevere reprimand for applying to 
him, andthe Board did not deign to give even an anfwer to their me- 
morial. Thus cavalierly treated, they became inflamed beyond meature ; 
and about the middle of April 1766, they came to a fudden refolution 
to gain their point, or elfe to refign the Company’s fervice on the rift 
day of May next; but in fuch a manner as to give the leaft caufe for 
complaint againft them, or for difturbance among the men; nay even 
to ferve as volunteers, fhould it be defired, until other officers could 
be collected to take charge of the troops. 

The world will not be furprized when they hear this meafure vilified. 
and condemned by thofe very people who had brought it about, by their 
oppreflive and tyrannical behaviour to the officers; and I make no 
doubt that every art will be ufed to render it odious in the eyes of the 
public ; fince they endeavoured with equal impudence and _ falfity to 
make it be believed here, that the view of the refignation was to un- 
hinge the government, and fend the Select Committee prifoners to Eng- 
land. Such an abfurd and ridiculous fcheme could only proceed from 
their own pufillanimity and con{cious wicked hearts. Had this revo- 
lution ever entered into the minds of the officers, they had nothing to 
do but to have remained quiet, and the men (to ufe their own phrafe) 
would have righted both themfelves and their officers ; for towards the 
end of April, there were feveral meetings difcovered among the fer- 
jeants and common men, and but too much reafon to believe, that they 
would not part with their officers very eafily. The moment this was 
difcovered, I can affirm, that it was fteadily and effectually difcounte- 
nanced by every officer who was acquainted with the circumftances ; 
who, to aman, would fooner have given up every confideration than 
have feen or connived at any difturbance among the men, however 
much it might contribute to the advantage of the caufe they had en- 
gaged in; and to this, I dare fay, the then commanding officer, Sir 
Robert Fletcher, will bear witnefs, from every part of their behaviour 
towards him and the Company. Indeed fo very cautious were they 
of giving their natural enemies any room to attack their characters on 
that fcore, that Captain Wilding and Lieutenant Petrie, with the know- 
ledge and by the defire of the other officers, waited upon the com- 
manding officer, and, under neceflary reftrictions, acquainted him 

with 
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with their {ufpicions ; nay, affured him, in the name of the whole, that 
they were ready to facrifice their lives, and every thing elfe, in íupport 
of the authority of the Company over their troops and poffeffions. And 
when it was found expedient to divide the brigade, more effectually to 
prevent any evil confequences from the refignation, the officers actually 
marched out with the men, at their own expence and rifk, and en- 
camped at fome diftance from the fort, till they were ordered to quit 
the country ; which they as readily obeyed, as they had done any for- 
mer order under very different circumftances. 

From all thefe facts, I am certain, the unprejudiced part of man- 
kind will believe, that the bloody intentions of the officers had no ex- 
iftence but in the brains of their oppreflors. This, however, is not at 
all extraordinary, {ince it is well known, that in all ages and ftates, 
tyrannical governments have found it eafy, and fomectimes neceflary, 
to trump up imaginary plots and feditions to ferve wicked turns, and 
throw a thin veil over their own actions, by colouring oppreffion with 
the face of neceflary feverity. 

On the rít of May, the following letter, figned by every officer in 
the garrifon, the Brigade-major excepted, was fent to the commanding 
officer, accompanied with every gentleman’s commiflion ; viz. 


“ To Lieutenant Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher, comanding the firft 
Brigade at Mongheer, 


S & whe 


“< ‘That we might put it entirely out of the power of either the world 
or our own con{ciences to condemn us, for defiring leave to refign 
our conuniflions in the Honourable Company’s fervice, we have ferved 
four months in obedience to the orders of the 31ft December, and 
are now but too well convinced, that our former fufpicions were 
true ; for notwithftanding the propofed reduétion of fervants wages, 
and diminifhing every unneceffary attendant, we find we cannot 
live upon the prefent allowance, but muft run in debt every month, 
‘“ as long as we have any credit. We muft appear upon the parade 
“ as becomes officers, and keep up our refpective ranks, or difobey 
“ public orders. We muft eat and drink as befits the climate, or fall 
‘ facrifices to hunger and ficknef$; and to do all thefe only in mo- 
deration, we muít run ourfelves in debt to every one who will give 
us credit, be they gentlemen or the loweft of the creation; and fo 


fall under the lath of another article of war, for behaving unlike 
«< gentlemen. 
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« You know, that we have applied for redrefs in the humbleft man- 
ner, and that it has been refuted us: it is needlefs for us here to call 
upon you for a witneis of our attachment to the fervice ; our beha- 
viour through a feries of campaigns muft bear down all flander. 
Many of us have eat the Company’s bread for fome years, and are 
deeply concerned that we can no longer do it with honour ; all of 
us are forry to be obliged to take this method of preventing ruin and 
mifery falling upon ourfelves and connections, and we {fincerely wifh 
that our mafters may meet with a fet of officers as much devoted to 
their fervice as we have always wifhed to prove ourfelves, and who 
may maintain the Company’s affairs, to the lateft pofterity, in that 
fplendor to which we have happily raifed them. But unlefs the pay 
and emoluments of their troops are again reftored to what they were 
in July and Auguit 1763, our prayers are all we can now give them. 
‘s As it is from principle we now refign the fervice, it would give 
us the greateft uneafinefs fhould the Company’s affairs fuffer by fo 
fudden arefignation. We have, therefore, refolved to ferve till the 
15th of this month of May, without pay of any kind, or being 
e{teemed officers in their fervice; when an anfwer may be had from 
thofe gentlemen of the Council who we know have the power of re- 
dreffing us, or of filling up our places with other officers, provided 
you defire it. It would make us truly unhappy fhould any difturb- 
ance arife among the men from this affair being known to them: we, 
therefore, beg you will take the neceffary precautions of keeping all 
quiet; and as we are to receive no pay, you will be fo good to give 
the pay-mafter directions for leaving the abftract for the non-commif- 
fioned and private men unfigned. 

‘ Our commiflions accompany this; which we beg you will keep, 
and believe us to be with refpect, 


51 Ki 


< Your moft obedient humble fervants.” 


Mongheer, May rft 1766. 


To which letter the commanding officer returned the following anfwer. 


< Mongheer, May rift 1766. 
< GENTLEMEN, 
I have received your letter of this date, together with your com- 
miffons ; and fhall, agreeable to your requeit; take the moft exp ee- 
2 ‘* ditious 
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‘¢ ditious method of obtaining you an anfwer from our fuperiors. I 
“ agree with you in thinking it better, that the foldiers remain igno- 
“ rant of the meafure you have taken ; and I defire you will continue 
‘* to do duty as officers, according to your former refpective ranks, 
*¢ until we know the pleafure of the Governor and Council. 


< Tam, with regard, 
< GENTLEMEN, 


<¢ Your moft obedient, and humble fervant, 


(Signed)  “ ROBERT FLETCHER.” 


The fame evening it was expedient for half of the troops to be marched 
out of the garrifon, as if going upon an expedition, and to encamp at 
fome diftance from the fort: in confequence of which every thing re- 
mained quiet till the 6th inftant, when Captain Wilding and Lieutenant 
Petrie were made prifoners, and fent down to Calcutta, as was faid, by 
orders from Lord Clive, and their going to the Colonel (as mentioned 
above) was the affigned caufe. 

This, though perhaps not the firft, is a ftriking inftance of the un- 
meaning cruelty of the Bengal government at that period: and it can- 
not but amaze every thinking perfon, that two gentlemen fhould be 
fubjected to all the inconveniencies which would have attended the moft 
enormous crime, only for being too zealous in their duty, and too nice 
in their notions of honour, towards mafters prepared to ufe them with 
fuch harfhinefs. For however trifling a thing it may now appear, their 
waiting upon Sir Robert Fletcher, to inform him of their fufpicions of 
a mutiny, was at the imminent rifk of their lives; as muft be vifible to 
every one acquainted with the articles of war, to which they were un- 
doubtedly fubject till they had a¢tually refigned the fervice. Whatever 
inconveniencies the paflive behaviour of thofe two gentlemen fubjefed 
them to, it had this good effeét: it convinced the world, that the fine 
{tory of plots and feditions had not the fmalleft foundation in truth: 
for it was not without the moft earneft folicitations, that thofe gentle- 
men prevented the whole brigade from accompanying them in a body 
to Calcutta; or, fword in hand, refcuing them from their confine- 
ment, which they could not help thinking injuftice ; fince every man 
has a right, an undoubted right, to refign that employ in which he is 
only a monthly fervant, and cannot fubfift upon his monthly allowance, 
without being fubjected to the miferies of a felon or deferter. 

Soon 
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Soon after Captain Wilding and Mr. Petrie had Icft Mongheer, the 
confidence betwcen the officers and the Colonel feems to have decreafed 
gradually, till it ended in an order for feven or eight of the officers to 
leave the garrifon inftantly, and proceed to Calcutta; and almoft in 
the fame breath a general order was iffued for the whole to leave the 
diftrict of Mongheer in one hour’s time, or they would be driven away 
by an armed force, and efteemed enemies to their country. 

Whether this was an order of Lord Clive’s, who was then upon his 
way to Patna, or whole it was, I own it is not my bufinefs to enquire ; 
but wherever it falls, it fhould leave an indelible blot, and will, T hope, 
{ftamp the names of the authors of it with eternal infamy. The tender- 
nefs of a tyger muft poffefs that breaft which could unconcernedly fee 
the men who had fpent their youth and ftrength in the military fervice 
of the Company, thofe gallant young men who had purchafed honour 
with the lofs of limbs and conftitutions, in the unhealthy climate of 
Bengal, troop off, for fear of feeing fixed bayonets at their heels, and 
leave their all, their little all, to the mercy of their enemies; and all this 
to pleafe fome particular deftroyers! 

The confequences of this order were truly fhocking to human nature. 
Some gentlemen, of families many degrees fuperior to any of the Coun- 
cil, were carried without the walls of the Fort in the depth of a fa- 
livation ; others had juft fwallowed emetics, and were not allowed to 
remain to work them off; whilft the lame were obliged to limp out on 
their crutches, to avoid the military inftruments of tyrannic power. 

Such are the miferies which Englifhmen are doomed to fuffer when 
removed far from the influence of the happy conftitution of their native 
country! ina place where power gives law, and force is right; and 
where no man is found brave enough to fhake the rod of correétion 
over the head of lawlefs authority. 

Before the officers left the garrifon, the men got under arms, and 
feemed refolved to accompany them; but feeing their officers dif 
courage the attempt, and fhew no inclination to join and command 
them, they were foon difperfed to their quarters, by the unmilitary 
meafure of money and liquors. Next day Lord Clive arrived at Mon- 
gheer, and by flattering the common men and decrying the officers, at 
the expence of every human virtue, he kept all quiet, though not 
without the affiftance of large fums of money ; having in a few days dif- 
tributed more in prefents to the feapoys and foldiers than would have 
fatisfied the poor diftreffed officers of all the army for a whole year. 
Such were fome of the inftances of his lordfhip’s ceconomy. But not- 

withftanding 
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withftanding this fuccefs at firft, fuch obftinacy would probably have 
coft the Company very dear, had not the weaknefs and wickednefs of 
human nature afforded opportunities for regaining a great number of 
the officers who had juft left the fervice: many of whom had engaged 
in the affair of the refignation with no other views than treacheroufly 
to rife on the ruin of their brother officers, whofe attachment to their 
honour they knew would influence them to defpife all advantages to 
be reaped from the violation of it. Others of them were gained by 
threats, and many more by impofition ; fo that in a fhort time the 
caufe was deferted, and only the few who preferred honeft poverty to 
infamous affluence, remained fufferers on this occafion; fome being 
fent home to England, others lofing five or fix years dear-bought rank, 
and others permitted the favour of being left to gain their bread by the 
{weat of their brows in Calcutta. 

Thus far it was neceflary to follow the circumftances attending the 
refignation of the honeft and fteady part of the officers, to fllew with 
how little reafon their enemies have endeavoured to brand their con- 
duct with feditious and dangerous defigns againft the government. It 
may be now worth while to obferve the confequences, and the effect it had 
on the civil conftitution of Bengal ; which, from being limited and mild, 
according to the laws of England, is become abfolute, unlimited, and 
tyrannical in a greater degree than the moít arbitrary government in 
the known world. 

I have obferved before, that Meflrs. Wilding and Petrie were fent 
prifoners from Mongheer to Calcutta, and ought to have proceeded thi- 
ther under a guard of feapoys; but by a concatenation of miftakes, 
the guard for their perfons was left behind, and they were only accom- 
panied by that intended for their baggage ; which freed them from very 
dreadful inconveniencies on their arrival in Calcutta, as will be feen 
bye and bye. 

In the abfence of Lord Clive, Mr. Sumner (equally remarkable for 
his condefcenfion, when fecond, as for his overbearing conduct when 
in the chair, as acting governcor,) who reigned in Calcutta at that time, 
had denounced his vengeance on the heads of all oppofers, and is re- 
ported to have faid, of the refigned officers, ‘* There are four of them 
‘* coming down prifoners; I wifh there were twenty-four, that I might 
‘< have the pleafure of hanging them all.” 

When the two unfortunate gentlemen mentioned above arrived at 
Calcutta, they waited upon this Deputy Governor, to acquaint him of 
their having quitted the fervice, and their intention of refiding: at Cal- 
cutta ; to which he anfwered, They had been put in arreft by Sir Robert 

M Fletcher, 
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Fletcher, and muft remain fo ri/] Lord Clive’ s pleafure was known. This 
they ftrenuoufly denied; offering, that, as they held no military em- 
ployment, they could in no degree be fubjedct to military law; and left 
him to ufe his pleafure. The fame evening, the Fort Adjutant came 
to their lodgings, and told them, he had the Governor’s orders to put 
them under arreft ; which they refufed to obey, for the reafons given 
by them to the Deputy Governor himfelf; and requefted him to take 
down their anfwers in writing, that they might not be any more trou- 
bled with his vifits. Notwithftanding this he returned again, next 
morning, and infifted on their obeying the arreft, as officers in the 
fervice of the Eaft India Company; and on their perfifting in their firft 
refolution, he acquainted them, that he had the orders of the Governor 
and Council to take them out of their lodgings by force, and confine 
them in the New Fort, under a guard; and if they fhut their doors, he 
had orders to plant centinels before the door, and ftarve them into com- 
pliance : and for that purpofe he had paraded a guard of thirty men. 
Mr. Gideon Johnftone, in whofe houfe this happened, overhearing the 
laít part of the threat, acquainted the Adjutant, that if he dared to 
enter his houfe, or to place centinels upon it, he would profecute him, 
and all concerned, to the utmioft extent of the law s and at the fame 
time leave the houfe to the mercy of the foldiers, in which there was 
the property of many private merchants, to the amount of fome lacks 
of rupees. 

This ftaggered his refolution, and he departed to acquaint the ty- 
rants with the oppofition he had met ; who, though they feemed ready 
enough to facrifice every moral tie to their refentment, fhuddered at 
the thoughts of incurring penalties for hurting a houfe of fuch confe- 
quence, and they well knew Mr. Gideon Johnftone would be as good 
as his word ; nor could Mr. John Holme, the oracle of law to the then 
Council, afford them any confolation; for, after twifting and turning 
the charter with the utmoft pettifogging fkill, he was forced to declare, 
that he could not find any part which juftified a forcible entry. This 
gave the poor gentlemen fome refpite, but it was only in idea; for 
they were obliged to keep their doors guarded and barricadoed, to pre- 
vent the Adjutant from putting his threats into execution. 

iu this dilemma, they fent for an attorney of the Mayor’s Court, to 
inftruct them in the methods of procuring their liberty, by an appli- 
cation to the civil power: but he very honeftly told them, that there 
was no fuch thing as law in Calcutta; nor could they there hope for any 
rearefs ; that, for his own part, his office obliged him to take a re- 
taining fee from them ; but, at the fame time, he would take it as the 
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greateft favour, and a real mark of friendfhip, if they would not infift 
upon it; for his appearance in their caufe might ruin him in the fettle- 
ment ; and then, without leaving them time to reply, he wifhed them a 
good morning. 

In this fituation things remained till the quarter-feflions came on, 
when they determined to try their caufe before the Grand Jury ; never 
doubting to find fhelter and protection under that glorious bulwark of 
Englifh liberty. Accordingly, on the firt day of the feflions, they 
fent the following letter to the Foreman of the Grand Jury; viz. 


« To James Lifter, Efquire, Foreman, and the Members of the 
Grand Jury. 


e GENTLEMEN, 


‘¢ We hope you will excufe the liberty we now take in addrefiing you 
‘© on a fubject of the moft interefting nature t» ourfelves, to you, and 
to every free-born Englifhman who lives under the protection of that 
bleffed conftitution ; and that you will, as far as in your power, 
grant us that redrefs which the extraordinary circumftances of our 
“ cafe require, which are as follow : 
‘< On the firt of this month we refigned our commiffions in the Ho- 
nourable Company’s fervice, which were accepted of by the com- 
manding officer at Mongheer, where we then were; nor have we 
« received any pay fince the 30th April. Laft night, after we had 
‘¢ been twenty days out of the fervice, the Fort Adjutant came to our 
s lodgings, and faid he had the Acting Governor’s orders to put us 
in arreft, which we refufed to obey; alledging we were not fubject 
in any degree to military difcipline, but were ready to anfwer any 
charge brought againft us according to the laws of England.-----This 
morning he returned again ; and, in order to intimidate us into a 
« fubmiffion to military law, faid he had the orders of the Governor 
and Council to carry us out of our lodgings with a military force, if 
« we did not inftantly obey the arreft; and that if we fhut our doors, he 
<% would place the centinels upon them. We returned the fame an{fwer 
as before: and ever fince have been in hourly expectation of feeing 
our lodgings befet with military guards, by which we are entirely 
prevented from going about our own affairs, and put in fear of our 
s lives. ‘Thus are our moít valuable privileges, as Englifhmen, fet at 
nought, and trampled upon; thus are we kept prifoners in our own 
houle, from fear of being affaulted when we go abroad ; and thus is 
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4“ the government become military, and we are at once made liable to 
“ all the horrible confequences which it is needlefs for us to point out, 
<< as they muft be but too obvious to every one who reile¢ts that he is 
“ a Briton, and a fon of freedom, unlefs the civil power heartily in- 
‘ terferes to prevent fuch unprecedented proceedings, before they 
« have gained too great a head. When we refleét upon the tranfac- 
“ tions of this day, when we reflect that we appealed to the laws of our 
“< country, and when we refleét that that appeal was difregarded, how 
‘< can we but tremble for our liberties, which lie at the laft gafp !----If 
< we have committed any crime, we are ready to anfwer for it, and 
‘ {hall rejoice to be tried by an impartial jury : to that we fly for pro- 
‘ tection againft fach unwarrantable and lawlefS proceedings. If 
‘¢ througn ignorance we have committed any error in point of form, 


< we hope you will excufe it, and efteem us your diftrefled fellow- 
<< fubjects. 


(Signed) « BENJ. WILDING. 
« JOHN PETRIE.” 


In confequence of this letter, they were carried before the Foreman 
and jury by a peace-officer; and after being {worn and examined, they 
were conducted back to their lodgings, exulting in the happinefs of 
being Englifhmen, and fecure in the hope of obtaining redrefs againft 
their oppreffors. 

How fhall I go on ?---How fhall I publifh to the world the fhame of 
my country ?---There were not twelve honeft men found to ftand forth 
affertors of Britith liberty ! However, to do mankind juftice, ten de- 
clared for the noble privilege of Britons, and feven for power: but the 
judges were of opinion, that only twelve could conftitute a legal ma- 
jority. The little fpirit of liberty which exifted in the fettlement after 
this, was exerted for a fhort time in manifefting deteftation of thofe 
feven proftitutes to power; but the lenient hand of time, which 
{mooths by degrees even the brows of murderers, has long ago buried 
their crime and their punifhment in oblivion, nor has one fpark of that 
noble principle ever blazed forth fince that period. 

i am not fufficiently verfed in the laws of my country to determine, 
but I have been affured, that feventeen cannot legally conftitute a 
Grand Jury, unlefs when no more can attend. If this be tru¢, there 
muit have been {candalous proceedings in the cafe before us ; fince, 
when the jurors were to have been {worn in, there were twenty in the 
court; bur when fixteen had taken the oath, Mr. Verelft made the 
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clerk of the peace call them over twice, to know the number, and I 
fuppoie the names, before he would permit the feventeenth to take the 
oath; and immediately upon its being adminiftered to them, the other 
three were required to leave the court, for that the jury was complete. 
How far this manner of acting is agreeable to law, I cannot pretend to 
fay, but it feems to be very unlike juftice. 

The fituation of the prifoners was now more deplcrable than ever. 
Given up by the law to the mercy of their enemies, they had nothing 
to expect but the utmoft feverity ; which would certainly have fallen 
upon them, but for the protection that Mr. Gideon Johnftone’s houfe af- 
forded them, which the officers did not choofe to enter, unlefs exprefsly 
authorized by the fiat of Lord Clive. 

In the mean time an attorney, bolder than the reft, ventured to ac- 
quaint them, that they might, at any time, bind the Adjutant over to 
the peace, as well as any number of perfons, his abettors, though un- 
known to them: upon which they immediately, each of them, wrote 
the following letter; viz. 


< To Randolph Marriott, Efquire, one of his Majefty’s Juftices 
of the Peace. 
-o 2 B; 

“ On the 26th of this current month, a perfon who calls himfelf 
“ Lieutenant Baldwin, Fort Adjutant, came to the houfe where I re- 
‘“ fide, and threatened to bring a military force, confifting of a jam- 
‘< matdar and thirty feapoys, and carry me by violence a prifoner to 
“< the New Fort, there to confine me, if I would not fubjeét myfelf to 
‘“ military law, after I had informed him twice, that I held no military 
‘“* employment, and was therefore not fubject to military law. As this 
‘* threatening has never been taken off, I have ever fince lived in fear 
< of my life; and am deterred from going about my lawful affairs, 
“< which fuffer great impediments, for fear of an affault in the ftreets: 
“ with a view to bring him to condign punifhment, I muft requeft you 
“ will bind him over to the peace, as well as feveral other perfons un- 
“ known tome, his abettors, and whom he called by the name of the 
“< Governor and Council; butas l am apprehenfive of being feized by 
‘“ this man in my way to you, I muft likewife requeft you will order a 
‘s peace-officer to protect me till I come before you, and make oath to 
“ the truth of what I have herein fet forth. 

« Jam, Sir, your moft obedient fervant, 
(One copy figned) ‘*‘ BEN. WILDING.” 
(Another) ‘** JOHN PETRIE.” 


Mr. 
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Mr. Marriott, the Acting Juftice, without returning any anfwer, 


pofted away to the Council-houfe, to take the advice of his brother ag- 
greffors; and from thence wrote to them the juftice-like lerter fol- 
lowing: 


LE 
ce 
ee 
ae 
£é 
cE 
4 


ae 
és 


‘© To Captain Wilding and Lieutenant Petrie. 


< GENTLEMEN, 


‘ Pleafe to inform me whether Lieutenant Baldwin came to you in 
a public or private capacity ? 


s< I am, GENTLEMEN, 


< Your moft obedient fervant, 


(Signed) <“ RANDOLPH MARRIOTT, one of 
‘“ his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for Calcutta.” 


To this letter they returned the following anfwer : 


“ To Randolph Marriott, Efquire, one of his Majefty’s Juftices of 
s the Peace for Calcutta. 


<S 1 KH, 


“ Imagining you had, through inadvertency, addreffed us on the 
cover of your letter under wrong titles, we broke the feal; but muft 
inform you, that, holding no military employment, we are not to 
be known in any affair of law by any other than our Chriftian names. 
However, as courtefy generally continues an officer’s title after he 
has refigned his commiffion, we, to fave time, inform you, that 
Lieutenant Baldwin came to us in a fafh, fword, and gorget, the pro- 
per drefs of his office, and faid, he was ordered to threaten us by 
the Governor and Council: but we, as private perfons, have no 
bufinefs whether he came in a public or private capacity. 


<“ We are, SIR, 
“< Your moft obedient fervants, 


(Signed) ‘© BEN. WILDING, 
‘¢ JOHN PETRIE.” 


They 
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They heard nothing more from Mr. Marriott that day. About nine 
at night, Mr. Petrie, finding it neceflary to go abroad upon fome ur- 
gent bufinefs, wrote, by himfelf, the letter following : 


< To Randolph Marriott, Efquire, one of his Majefty’s Juftices of 
‘ the Peace for the Town of Calcutta. 
~ S i R; 


* As a fubject of Great Britain, labouring under oppreffion, I again 
apply to you, as one of his Majefty’s fworn Juftices of the Peace, for 
that juftice againft my oppreffors which the law directs, and which 
his Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to take particular notice of in 
his letters patent to his Juftices. 


‘< Tam, SI R; 


‘¢ ‘Your obedient fervant, 


(Signed)  “ JOHN PETRIE.” 
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This produced, next morning, the letter following : 


“ To Captain Wilding and Lieutenant Petrie. 


& GENTLEMEN, 


«< As you mention Lieutenant Baldwin came to you in his public 
‘¢ military capacity, any grievance you may have to complain of muft 
« lay againft the authority which {fent him: and as an a& of Parliament 
«< points out a method of redrefs, I apprehend a fuftice of the Peace cangot 
‘* interfere. 
« Tam, GENTLEMEN, 


« Your moft obedient fervant, 


(Signed)  “ RANDOLPH MARRIOTT.” 


The unfortuate gentlemen thought this letter worthy of no other reply 
than the following fhort anfwer : 


‘< Meffieurs Wilding and Petrie prefent their compliments to Mr. 
‘« Marriott, and fhould be glad to know how the meffenger in the affair 
‘“ of Mr. Wilkes came to be punifhed ?”’ 


s Calcutta, 3d June 1766.” = 
1us 
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Thus finifhed their correfpondence, and connection with the THE 
Justrces or CALCUTTA, for after this they went abroad, their own 
protectors, and met with no other moleftation than being followed 
through the town by the fpies of the Governor, fent after them to fee 
who gave them a dinner, or afupper; to fuch amazing meanneffes do 
bad men in power defcend ! 

Notwithftanding all that had paffed, the prifoners would have found 
it a difficult matter to have proved a falfe imprifonment upon the Go- 
vernor and Council, had it not been for their own folly and incon- 
fifttency. In about a week after their correfpondence with the foreman 
and Mr. Marriot was at an end, the Adjutant once more made his ap- 
pearance at their lodgings (like the herald in Henry the Fifth after the 
battle of Agincourt) mightily creft-fallen, where, in moft refpettful 
terms, he delivered the compliments of the Governor and Council, tell- 
ing them that, as Sir Robert Fletcher had accepted of the commiffions when 
they refigned the fervice, they were no longer prifoners, but now at liberty 
to go where they pleafed. It is a queftion worthy the determination of 
a Governor and Council, whether tyrannical pride or meannefs appeared 
moft con{picuous through the whole courfe of thefe proceedings? 

Thus have I, my dear Sir, gone through the moft material circum- 
{tances attending this melancholy affair, with avoiding, for fear of 
prolixity, the mention of many things of lefs importance, but equally 
tending to prove the unremitting violence with which the people in 
power acted towards the unhappy officers, who had facrificed their 
youth and conftitutions to the fervice of the Company. Whether the 
two gentlemen above-mentioned deferved the treatment they met with, 
or not, or whether the conduct of the juftices was according to law, 
I will not pretend to determine; and fhall therefore conclude with 
making this obvious remark upon the whole, that the legiflature muft 
certainly have been impofed upon with refpect to the ftate of affairs in 
India, fince we cannot think they could be ignorant, that all the Com- 
pany’s fettlements are fubject to the laws of England. ‘The juftices of 
the peace through all India are thofe, only, who are of the Council at 
the different fettlements, who are ío ab officio ; they leave England at 
the age of fixteen, many of them before they know what juftice means, 
and are ever afterwards taught to believe it confifts in the fiat of a Go- 
vernor and Council. ‘There is fcarce ever a caufe in which it is neceflary 
for a juftice to interfere, which does not take its rife either from ridi- 
culous orders from the Company at home, or the rapacious monopoliz- 
ing {pirit of their fervants abroad: and, above all, there is fcarce a 
poffible cafe in which the members of the Council], as individuals, are 
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not concerned directly or indirećtly, from their extenfive conneétions in 
import and export trade, farms, &c. &c. Is then the boafted liberty of 
Engiifhmen to be fubject to a jurifdiction, where the judge himfelf is 
either appellant or defendant? How ftrikingly applicable is this to the 
cafe of Mr. Marriott before us? Inftead of having the parties immediately 
brought before him, or calling together a Bench of Juftices, he poited 
away to the Council-houfe, to confult with the fervants of the Company, 
his own affociates, whether he fhould aét according to his conf{cience, 
and adminifter juftice according to his oath, or according to the dic- 
tates of a tyrannical ruler. As this letter has much exceeded the length 
I intended at firft, I imagine you are fufficiently tired; and wifhing 
you all happinefs, I am, &c.” 


Ne XAXI 


THE NARRATIVE of Mr. VERNON DUFFIELD, relative to his own 
Cafe, and the Cafe of Mr. Francis ROBERTSON of BENGAL. 


“< Having ferved many years in the army at Bengal, I was one of the 
many officers who thought themfelves injured and diftreffed by the fud- 
den reduction of the eftablifhed batta-money, in December 1765, by 
Lord Clive and his Secret Committee ; and who, after fruitlefsly waiting 
fix months, in hopes of a favourable iffue to their remonitrances, came 
to arefolution to refign on the rift of May 1766. The brigade I be- 
longed to lay in cantonments at Bankipore, near Patna, under the com- 
mand ot Colonel Sir Robert Barker, who fent me an order, immediately 
after I had refigned my commiffion, to repair to Calcutta the very next 
day. Upen this, I waited on Sir Robert Barker, to be acquainted with 
the reafons of my having fo fhort a notice given me, particularly as he 
knew my wife and family were with me, totally unprepared for fo long 
a journey, and my private concerns altogether unfettled; and farther 
to requeft, that if (notwithftanding I was no longer in the Company’s 
military fervice) I muft go, he would allow me a few days more to 
fettle my affairs. Thefe my remonftrances and requeft had no effect : 
whereupon I afked Colonel Barker, if he would ftand to all the confe- 
quences of the lofs or loffes that might happen of my valuable effects, 
from the dangers of the river, as well as of thofe I fhould, on fo fhort a 
notice, be neceflitated to leave behind me? The Colonel returned for 
anfwer, that I muft go, and that he would ftand to every thing he did. 
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Whereupon I was obliged to leave Bankipore that evening ; taking 
with me my wife and family, and leaving behind unadjufted debts that 
were due to me to the amount of 16,000 rupees. The boats on the 
Company’s account, provided by Colonel Barker to carry me to Cal- 
cutta, appeared fo exceflive bad, that I could not think of venturing 
myfelf and family in them; and having luckily a boat of my own, I 
embarked with my family on board my own boat, putting my baggage 
into the boats provided for that purpofe ; fearing much, at the fame 
time, that they would not be able to undergo the voyage to Calcutta, 
which was between 400 and 500 miles off. Juft after my arrival 
at a place called Noon Golah, I received an order from Colonel 
Barker, that I muft not on any account touch, or call at Mong- 
heer on my way. On my paflage down, one of the Company’s boats 
with a part of my baggage on board, to the amount of about one 
thoufand rupees, was loft in a ftorm near Bhar; whereupon I wrote 
to Colonel Barker, informing him of the accident, and that in confe- 
quence of his declaration, ** that he fhould ftand to the confequences 
‘ of thus fending me out of the country,” I fhould take the liberty to 
fend him an account of the particulars of my lof, and call upon him 
for the amount: to which letter he never returned any anfwer. Having 
procured another boat at my own expence, to take in fuch part of the 
baggage as was faved from the wreck, I proceeded on, till we arrived 
at Bandecoot, a place about roo miles from Calcutta; where, not find- 
ing water fufficient in the river to carry boats any farther, I was under 
the neceflity of leaving the boats, and of travelling over land with my 
family and baggage, at my own expence; which, including boat-hire, 
bearers, cooleys, hackeries, and other travelling charges, coft me 
about 600 rupees, before I arrived at Calcutta, which was the begin- 

ning of June ; having been better than a month on my paflage down. 
On the oth June 1766, I received an order from the Governor and 
Council of Calcutta, in which four other Gentlemen were included, 
directing us to hold ourfelves in readinefs to embark for Europe by the 
returning fhips of that feafon. As this was an unprecedented thing, I 
imagined it was done with a defign to frighten us into the fervice again ; 
and finding afterwards that many of the refigners had again actually 
entered into the fervice, and farther confidering I was in rank near a 
Majority, and that if the Governor and Council fhould perfift in carry- 
ing their order for my fuddenly going to Europe into execution by 
force, it would be the caufe of inevitable ruin to me and my family ; I 
therefore was neceflitated to make every fubmiffion that could be made 
with decency or propriety to the Prefident and Council, as well as to 
4 feveral 
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feveral particular members, in order to procure my reinftatement: but 
thofe my applications and fubmiffions were all ineffectual. 

On the 18th Auguft 1766, to my great furprize, I received a letter 
from Mr. William Alderfey, fecretary, informing me, “ That in con- 
“ fequence of the notice already given me, of the 9th June 1766, to 
prepare for returning to Europe, for the part I bore in the late re- 
fignation or the officers of the army, he was ordered, by the Right 
Honourable Lord Clive, Prefident, and the Council of Calcutta, to 
acquaint me, that I muft accordingly embark on board the Lord 
Camden, which fhip was expected to fail towards the end of the 
month; and that Captain Smith was furnifhed with an order for re- 
ceiving me on board with my neceffaries.” At this time my wife 
was three months gone with child. The fuddennefs of fuch unexpeéted 
news, and the reflection of my being thus cruelly torn from her, over- 
came her fo much that fhe fell fick, and a violent fever enfued, which 
had near coft her her life; and in the midft of this illnefS fhe mifcarried. 

I found from Captain Smith, Commander of the Lord Camden, 
who had likewife received his orders from the Governor and Council, 
that I was to be taken on board asa charter-party paflenger *, and 
fhould have but bad accommodations on board: in the midft therefore 
of my diftrefs, I once more, under date of the 24th Auguft 1766, ad- 
drefled the Governor and Council in the moft fubmiffive terms, requeft- 
ing that, in confideration of my long, faithful, and known fervices in 
the Company’s military employ, I might, as well as others, be re-ad- 
mitted to my former ftation. I farther reprefented the diftrefled fitua- 
tion of myfelf and family, and that I could not thus go to Europe with- 
out inevitable ruin. 

In anfwer to this my humble fupplication, I received a letter from 
Mr. Secretary Alderfey, dated Calcutta, the 25th Auguft 1766, in- 
forming me, ‘* That he was ordered by the Right Honourable the Pre- 
“ {ident and Council to acknowledge the receipt of my letter to them, 

and to acquaint me, in anfwer, that they were determined to have 
their orders duly complied with; and unlefs I did repair on board 
the Lord Camden in proper time, purfuant to the notice I had al- 
ready received, that I might be affured the Company’s orders would 
be put in execution, by embarking me by force.” 


cc 











* Charter-party paffengers are fent home at the Company’s expence, fo far as to be intitled toa 
éirth and to fhip’s provifions, as common failors. The fending over of gentlemen by violence, there- 
fore, on fuch a kind of agreement, is putting them exactly on a footing with the felons who are tranf- 
ported from England to America ; whofe accommodation and fupply of fhip-provifions, during the 
voyage, are contracted and paid for by the crown. 
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On Friday the 29th Auguft 1766, Lord Clive ordered his Aid-de- 
camp, Captain Upton, to acquaint me, that he expected I would go on 
board the fhip Lord Camden, Captain Smith, on the Monday next, as 
the Captain went on board that day; and that Mr. Kelfall the Com- 
miffary General had orders to provide me with boats. As I had before 
heard Colonel Barker declare, in prefence of feveral officers, that Lord 
Clive would facrifice himfelf, family, and fortune, and even the whole 
fettlement, rather than give up his point, I now plainly perceived it 
was impoffible to foften his inhuman heart to compaflion, but that I 
fhould fhortly be torn from my family, fortune, and every thing dear 
to me. All that I could do on this occafion, in the fettlement of Cal- 
cutta, was to caufe the notary public, Mr. John Holme, to draw up 
two protefts againft Lord Clive, the Council, and Captain Nathaniel 
Smith of the Lord Camden; which was accordingly done, and one of 
them I prefented to the Governor and Council, and the other to Cap- 
tain Smith. 

On the morning of the 3d September 1766, Captain Upton came to 
my houfe, and informed me that Lord Clive had fent him to me, to 
defire I would not repel force by force, as he intended that afternoon 
to fend an officer with a party of feapoys to force me on board the Lord 
Camden; and that his Lordfhip farther defired him to acquaint me, 
that he would give me all the law on my fide that I could require, as 
he was fully determined to break into my houfe, either at the doors or 
windows. I defired Captain Upton to prefent my refpects to Lord Clive, 
and acquaint him that I was refolved not to go on board any fhip by 
confent, and that his Lordfhip might ufe what force he pleafed, as I 
would fooner lofe my life than be feparated from my wife, family, and 
fortune in fuch a cruel and unlawful manner. 

Accordingly the next morning, being the 4th September 1766, En- 
fign Peter Angerfteen entered and furrounded my houfe with a ferjeant 
and twelve or fourteen feapoys, in order to feize my perfon ; but on 
my percciving the guard enter the door of the fore part of my houfe, I, 
being then in the hall, fhut the doors of the rooms againft them, ex- 
pecting the guard would break them open, as Captain Upton had before 
acquainted me his Lordfhip’s intentions were. But Enfign Angertteen, 
finding I had fhut the inner doors of my houfe, immediately planted 
fix centinels at the doors and windows, and gave ftrict orders to the 
guards, wot to fuffer either vidtuais or drink to be admitted to me, nor 
any perfon or perfonus to have any communication with me. My wife at 
this time, being in an adjacent room of the houfe, was not permitted 
to come into the apartment I was in. noreven fuffered totalk to me 

through 





A 
; EN 
\ 





APPEN DEI L 10I 
through the bars of the windows. Upon my afking Enfign Angerfteen, 
by what authority he acted fo imprudently and unlawfully ? he told me 
it was by Lord Clive’s pofitive order, which he had, figned and fealed 
by his Lordfhip’s own hand. At my requeft, he read part of the order 
to me, {tanding at a diftance from the window, purporting, “ that he, 
“< Angeriteen, was to take a guard, and fecure the perfons of Captain 
< Vernon Duffleld and Enfign Francis Robertfon, not to fuffer any 
** perlon or perfons whatfoever to go in or come out, or allow pro- 
** vifions, liquors, or fupplies of any kind to be conveyed to them, 
** without his Lordfhip’s exprefs orders: and that he might try to get 
‘< in at the windows, or by any other finefle, to fecure their perfons.” 
When Enfign Angerfteen had read thus much of his orders, he put 
them in his pocket. I begged he would read the whole to me: but he 
refufed doing it, and went away, leaving the guards ftationed as be- 
forementioned. Dinner being ready, my wife and fome of my fervants 
approached to give me fome victuals through the bars of the windows; 
upon which the centinels pufhed them away with great infolence, and 
abufed them to the higheft degree. About this time a Jammatdar, or 
black officer of feapoys, entered a room joining to my houfe, where my 
wife and part of my family were fitting, and with the greateft affurance 
infifted on fitting down clofe to her. I immediately {poke to him in 
his own language, telling him, that was my wife and family, and de- 
fired him to go out of my houfe; upon which he abufed me beyond 
expreffion. 

In this fituation, I wrote to the MAYOR AND ALDERMEN OF CAL- 
CUTTA, as allo to RANDOLPH MARRIOTT and Hucu Watts, Efquires, 
his Majetty’s juftices of the peace, acquainting them with my fituation, 
and informing them, that not being a military man, neither having 
committed robbery, treafon, murder, nor any other crime, or mifde- 
meanor, I applied to them, as to the civil power of that city, hoping 
for their protection. On the 5th September 1766, I received a letter 
from Mr. John Holme, Regiiter of the Mayor’s Court, acquainting me, 
that he was ordered by the court to inform me, that my affair did not 
come within their cognizance or jurifdiction : and the fame day I re- 
ceived an anfwer from Mr. WATTS, that he was fick. But having re- 
ceived no anfwer from Mr. Marriott, I wrote to him again on the faid 
5th September, informing him, that my condition was then fuch, that 
I was fiarving, and had not been even allowed to go the neceffary-houfe 
during my confinement. In anfwer, I received a letter from Mr. MAR- 
RIOTT the fame day, acquainting me, that * ke bad received my Let- 
‘< ter, and had waited in expeGation my fervant would bave returaed the 
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e nent morning for his anfwer. But informing me further, that, if I 
“<< would now pleafe to apply to Claud Rujfell, Efquire, who wes the pre- 
se fent alting juflice of the peace, he dared to fay, I fhould be granted a 
“<< civil officcr to condu me to hint, in order to lay my gricvances before 
c him.’ Such excufes and delays could admiifter but {mall comfort 
to a man in my circumftances; however, having no other profpect, 
on this information, I wrote to Mr. Claud Ruffell, on the faid 5th Sep- 
tember, to which receiving no anfwer, I wrote to him again on the 6th, 
when at laft he thought proper to write me a letter, informing me that, 
s as [foon as he could have the opinion of the Bench of ‘fuftices upon the fubjc& 
“<< of my complaint, he would return me an anfwer.” Not hearing any thing 
farther, on the 8th September I wrote again to Mr. Ruffell, acquainting 
him of the continuance of my diftrefs, with aggravation, for that the 
night before, my windows were ordered to be fhut up, to prevent beth 
light and air from coming to me: and, impatient for relief, on the fame 
day I wrote, for the fame purpofe, to the other Juftices William Bright- 
well Sumner, Harry Verelft, Charles Ffloyer, Thomas Kelfall, and 
William Alderfey, Efquires, all then refident within the town of Cal- 
cutta. Some time after which, I at laft received a letter from Mr. 
Ruffell, informing me, ‘* that the members of the board being difperfed 
s< in the country, a full bench could not be affembled till that morning, 
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being the 8th September 1766, or he fhould have returned an anfwer to 
my letter fooner ; and that Mr. Grofe, their clerk, whom they had de- 
puted to wait on me, would acquaint me with the refult of their meet- 
ing.” Accordingly that evening Mr. Grofe came to me, and in- 


formed me, by word of mouth, through the bars of my window, ‘* zhat 
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the Bench of Fuftices had laid my letters before Lord Clive, and afked his 
reafons for placing the guards on me in the manner I had related in my 
letters, and that his Lordfhip had anfwered, that he had not ordered the 
guards to confine me to my room, but, on the contrary, had given them 
orders to let me go about where I would, that I was at liberty to goto 
any part of Calcutta ; and that the reafon of the guards being placed over 
me, his Lordfhip faid, was for not obeying the orders of the Governor 
and Council in going on board the Lord Camden. Farther, that the 
Bench of Fuflices thought the letters I had laid before them were ground- 
tefs, and they fhould take no farther notice of them ; but that if I would, 
agreeably to the orders of the Governor and Council, proceed on board 
the Lord Camden, I might exped all the civility and good treatment I 


could wifh for.” 


Thefe minutes, reported from the Bench of Juftices, I took down in 


writing before Mr. Grofe, and the next day I addreffed them again, 


ex poftulating 
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expoftulating on their meffage, difproving certain allegations, and ac- 
quainting them, that as a Britifh fubjeét much oppreffed, I applied to 
them as his Majefty’s Juftices, requefting they would examine Enfign An- 
geriteen, Serjeant Halfell, and the havildar of the guard, upon oath, 
concerning the orders by which they acted; but that as for going on 
board the Lord Camden, I had already acquainted the Governor and 
Council that I could not comply with fuch orders. 

The Bench did not fhew the leaft inclination to comply with my re- 
queft, refpecting the examination; fo, on the roth September 1766, I 
wrote again feparately to William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ran- 
dolph Marriott, Claud Ruffell, Thomas Kelfall, Charles Ffloyer, and 
William Alderfey, Efquires, his Majefty’s Juftices, acquainting them, that 
I wanted to fwear the peace againft Enfiga Angerfteen ; and as I was 
prevented from waiting upon them, by my being confined, I fhould 
be glad to fee any one of them at my houfe, to take my depofition. 
None of thefe gentlemen, however, thought proper to come to my 
houfe, or even anfwer my letter, except the cautious Mr. RuffelJl, who 
wrote to me on the 11th September 1766, that in cafe my defire of fwear- 
ing the peace againft Enfign Angerfteen arofe from any caufe that had no 
connection with the fubjedt of my former letters, he would be glad to fee me 
at his houfe, and tf neceffary for that purpofe, he would fend a conftable 
for my protection. But in cafe it had to do with my former letters, HE 
HAD NO AUTHORITY. 

The fame day I received a letter from Mr. Grofe, acquainting me, 
that he was diretted by the Bench of Fuftices, who had affembled on the fe- 
veral applications I bad made to them, both feparately and jointly, to in- 
form me, that on enquiry into the caufe of my complaints, they did not appear 
to be cognizable by any civil authority there, being AGAINST THE PRE- 
SIDENT and CouncriL*. After this final anfwer from the Bench of 
Juftices, it plainly appeared impoffible to obtain any redrefs in Bengal 
againft fuch illegal and arbitrary proceedings, becaufe thofe gentlemen 
as {worn Juftices of the peace would not condemn one another for what 
they tranfacted as Counfellors. 

Having been ten days and nights clofe confined in my houfe, in want 
of common necefflaries, and even day-light, overcome with the heat of 
the weather and the {mell of my room, which was now become extreme- 
ly difagreeable, in this fituation, I had been attacked with a dileafe 


* The Prefident and Council aét by the authority of the Company, or the Court of Directors, and 
the Magiftrates by the authority of the laws, and for the Sovereign. Thus the authority of the de- 
puties of the Ealt India Company is, in Bengal, held to be fuperior to that of the Sovereign and 


the laws. 
which 
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which often proves mortal in that country, and was in fact at the point 
of death, when I determined to have my doors opened, and to fur- 
render myfelf prifoner to Lord Clive and the Council. But before J exc- 
cuted this refolution, that is, on the 1 3th September 1766, I wrote a letter 
to Lord Clive, with an account of my fituation, to fec what he would 
fay; to which he immediately returned me for anfwer, that I was no 
ftranger to the rcafon of the guard of feapoys being pofited near my houfe, 
but that I certainly knew they were not pofted there to confine me to the 
houfe, but thar I might come out whenever I thought proper. After this 
I had my doors opened, and, with the affiftance of Mr. Gowin, made a 
fhift that night to crawl to the houfe of Mr. James, a near neighbour. 
l was followed clofe by fix feapoys, with bayonets fixed on their muf 
kets, while the remainder of the guard that flayed at my houfe, pofted 
double centinels at the doors of the room where I had been confined, 
and would not fuffer my wife, or any one, to enter therein. I ftayed 
and fupped at Mr. James’s, in company with Meff. Stanford, Maddox, 
Broadbent, and Dr. Savage, who were eye-witnefles of the above. After 
fupper Enfign Angerfteen came to Mr. James’s, and notwithftandin = I 
had fhewed him the letter I had received from Lord Clive, conduéted 
me, with the guard that was with me, back to my own houfe, where I 
was {till guarded asa prifoner, but with lefs rigour than before. On 
the 14th September 1766, in the morning, I was carried out in my 
palanqueen in company with Mr. Britian, in order to enter a proteft 
againft Lord Clive and the Bench of Juftices, but was followed through 
the ftreets by twoof the feapoys with drawn bayonets; and notwith- 
{tanding all the pretences and affurances of Lord Clive, that I was at li- 
berty, I was on a fudden furrounded by a new guard of twelve fez- 
poys, who in a moft contemptuous manner made me their prifoner, and 
forced me back to my own houfe, in the prefence of Mef. Britian, 
Home, and Randall, Lieutenant Edminfon, the Rev. Mr. Kiernander, 
and Mrs. Carewood; where I remained a prifoner, with double centinels 
over me; but with liberty, however, to go from one room to the other. 
On the evening of the 17th September 1766, the guard made an at- 
tempt to feize my perfon in the hall, but upon my retreating into my 
bed-chamber, they did not choofe to follow me, as I fuppofe, for fear 
of fire-arms. This behaviour gave me great fufpicion, that Lord Clive 
had given particular orders concerning me, to be executed that night, 
which was verified by the event; for in the dead of the night (or rather 
the morning of the 18th September, being between the hours of two and 
three of the clock) Enfign Angerfteen came with Serjeant Snider and 
part of the guard, and entered the room where I was with my wife, 
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and immediately {cizing me by my right arm, tore me in a moft bar- 
barous and cruel manner from her, notwithftanding, in that inftant, 
fhe fell to the ground in a fit. I was dragged through the ftreets of Cal- 
cutta to the river fide, and put into a budgerow, where I remaincd 
with centinels at the cabin door from three in the morning till four 
that afternoon, when Enfign Angerfteen came to fee me in the cabin. 
I afked him, what was to be done with me? and he informed me, Lord 
Clive had given orders, that I fhould be fent down the river, and put 
on board a floop, the Captain of which had orders to proceed with me 
to Madrafs. 

About this time my wife came down in her palanqueen to fee me, 
though extremely weak after her late mifcarriage. She faid fhe was de- 
termined to fhare my fate in going with me, rather than be thus fepa- 
rated from me by Lord Clive, after between eight and nine years mar- 
riage. Accordingly I confented to take her with me, and leave my 
attornies to fettle my affairs: but upon this, Enfign Angerfteen imme- 
diately ordered the boat to be pufhed off, and again, in a moft bar- 
barous manner, forced us from each other; which fo affected my wife, 
that I did not expect fhe would furvive it. 

The boat immediately put off, under the command of Serjeant Snider 
with the guard, Enfign Angerfteen remaining behind. ‘There was a 
gentleman, named Mr. Francis Robertfon, late an officer in the army, 
who had alfo in the fame manner been confined to his houfe, under 
charge of a party of Angerfteen’s feapoys, and who was brought on board 
the boat with me. In our paflage down the river he fhewed mea copy 
of Lord Clive’s orders, which he had procured from Enfign Angerfteen, 
and which was taken from the original, on the 18th September 1766, in 
prefence of Mr. Patrick Duff and Mr. James Home, as follows. 


< To Enfign Angerfteen. 


“© a ihe 


‘< You are to take a guard and fecure the perfons of Captain Vernon 

“< Dutheid and Enfigon Francis Robertfon ; and when fecured, you are 
“< to embark them in budgerows, or boats provided for that purpofe, 
“ and convey them by water on board the Lord Camden, delivering 
‘“ them to the charge of Captain Smith. In cafe you meet with refift- 
‘“ ance of fire arms, fwords, or any other weapons that may endanger 
“ the lofs of your own life, or the lives of any of your party, you are 
‘“ to defift from the attempt, contenting yourfelf with placing guards in 
“ fuch a manner, that they cannot poffibly efcape. Nor are you to fuffer 
éé any 
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“« any perfon or perfons whatfoever to go in or come out, or allow pro- 
«< vifions, or liquors, or any other fupplies of any kind to be conveyed 
<< to them, without my exprefs orders. You are likewife to endeavour 
“ to prevail upon the faid two officers to furrender themfelves quietly, 
‘¢ and if that has no effect, you may try, by getting in at the window, 
<< or by any other finefle, to fecure their perfons ; but upon no account 
‘¢ by force or violence to break open any lock. If the door be not 
« locked, you may in that cafe open it, and feize the faid two officers. 





Fort-William, the 4th Sept. 1766. 
(1. s. ) (Signed) CLIVE.” 


On the 19th September 1766, in the afternoon, we arrived along 
fide the floop, near Ingellee, and upon refufing to go voluntarily on 
board, were forced up the fide by Serjeant Snider and his guard, in 
prefence of Mr. Briggs and Mr. Inglis. I told Briggs, who commanded 
the floop, that fince he had fuffered me to be put forcibly on board, I 
fhould look upon myfelf as his prifoner, and upon him as anf{werable 
for the confequences hereafter. He anfwered, he could not help it, 
that he had received orders from the Governor and Council for that 
purpofe. 

Mr. Briggs fet fail for Madrafs ; and after we had been a few days at 
fea, he fhewed me the order he had received from the Governor and 
Council of Calcutta, which was as follows. 


‘¢ To Captain William Briggs, of the Ann Sloop. 


« S ER, 


< You are hereby ordered to receive on board your floop, Captain 
‘¢ Lieutenant Vernon Dufħeld and Enfign Francis Robertion, whom 
“« you are to carry to Madrafs, and deliver them to the orders of the 
“ Prefident and Council there. 


“ Dated in ForT-WILLIAM ther 5th Sept. 1766. 
‘ By order of the Right Hon. the Prefident and Council. 
« WILLIAM ALDERSEY, fecretary.” 


After a very difagreeable paflage of twenty-four days, in which the 


floop once was run afhore and in imminent danger, on the 12th Oéto- 
ner, 
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ber, at night, we arrived fafe at Madrafs; and on the 13th were taken 
afhore, by Capt. Briggs, in order to be delivered over to the Governor 
and Council, to whom we were configned, for further imprifonment and 
tranf{portation. Capt. Briggs left us at a public houfe, in order to go 
and receive Governor Palk’s commands: and in the afternoon, between 
two and three o’clock, a ferjeant came to us, and informed us, that 
Capt. Frafier defired we would come into the fort immediately ; and 
on refufal, he had orders from the Governor to fend a guard and bring 
us in by force. We defired the ferjeant to acquaint Capt. Frafier, that 
he might do as he thought proper, as he had received fuch orders from 
the Governor, but that as we were prifoners of Mr. Briggs’s, we could 
not think by any means of fetting ourfelves at liberty, and fhould 
therefore wait his return. The ferjeant went to Capt. Frafier, but 
finding him afleep, went to Colonel Tod, who ordered the ferjeant to 
take a guard, and bring us prifoners into the fort ; and in lefs than an 
hour the ferjeant returned with a guard of feapoys, and carried us 
into the fort, to Capt. Frafier’s houfe, who by this time was getting 
up. He informed us, that Governor Palk had given orders for us to 
be immediately fent on board the Speaker, Capt. Dewar, which was to 
fail that evening for Bombay *, and in cafe of our refufal, he had orders 
to force us on board with a proper guard. 

We acquainted Capt. Frafier that this treatment was very inhumane, 
and quite unexpected; that we had been forced from Bengal in a 
moft cruel manner, unprepared for a voyage to Europe; that our lin- 
nen was dirty, and we had accounts to fettle, fo that we could not pof- 
fibly go on board that evening. We therefore begged he would ac- 
quaint Governor Palk of our fituation, and requeft he would allow us 
only twenty-four hours to equip ourfelves as well as we could, and grant 
us permiffion to wait upon him. Capt. Frafier being ill of the gout, 
he ordered Lieutenant Spratt, the town-major, to acquaint Governor 
Palk of our fituation, and our requeft of feeing him. Accordingly 
Lieutenant Spratt waited on the Governor, and brought us for anfwer, 
that he would not fee us, but infifted on our being fent on board the 
Speaker immediately. We then requefted we might have the permiffion 
of feeing Colonel Tod, which Capt. Frafier granted, and fent Lieut. 
Spratt to guard us. When we faw Colonel Tod, we acquainted him 





* A candid man of the moft moderate principles muft think it a ftrange courfe for the paflage of 
prifoners, to be fent from Bengal to Madrafs, from Madrafs to Bombay, and from thence down the 
Malabar coaft on their way to England. And as ftrange muft appear any violent treatment of one 
officer by another, who had been guilty of no other fault than that of refigning his commiffion. 
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with our fituation, and begged he would inform Governor Palk of our 
diftrefs, for want of a few hours time on {hore to prepare for the 
voyage: but he refufed, faying, The affair did not concern him. 

Lieut. Spratt therefore conducted us to the fea-fide witha guard, forced 
us into a boat, and from thence into the fhip Speaker. When we 
were embarked, and faw Capt. Dewar, we afked him if he had re- 
ccived any orders from the Governor and Council of Madrafs to receive 
us on board his fhip? He replied, He had received orders trom them 
to receive us on board, as charter-party paflengers, which he would 
do. After we had been fome days at fea, Capt. Dewar fhewed us the 
orders he had received from the faid Governor and Council, which 
were as follow. 


s To Captain James Dewar, of the fhip Speaker. 


">S tL Wy 


s You are hereby ordered to receive on board your fhip, as charter- 
‘ party paflengers for England, Captain Lieut. Vernon Duffield, and 
s Enfign Francis Robertfon. 


< H. M. GOODLAD, fecretary.” 
“ Fort St. George, the 13th Oc- 
‘* tober 1766.” 


s% To Captain James Dewar, of the fhip Speaker. 


" > & Wy 


‘“ I am further ordered to acquaint you, that the faid Captain Lieut. 
** Vernon Dufheld and Enfign Francis Robertfon are not to be per- 
‘“ mitted to go on fhore at Bombay, without the particular orders of 
** the Prefident and Council there. 


< H. M- GOODLAD, fecretary.” 
*¢ Fort St. George, the 13th Oc- 


œ topes 3766." 





After our arrival at Bombay, we wrote to Capt. Dewar for leave to 
go on fhore, who fent his purfer, Mr. John Davis, to inform us, that 
he could not give us leave, but advifed us to apply to the Governor and 
Council there. Whereupon we wrote to them, requefting permiflion 
toO 
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to come on fhore for our healths, on our paroles, to return on board 
the Speaker when fhe was ready to fail. 

In anfwer to our letter, we received one from Mr. Ramlay, fecretary 
to the Governor and Council, informing us, that he was directed by 
their order to acquaint us, that they had no objection to our refiding 
upon BuTCHER’s IsLtanp during the Spceaker’s continuance at Bombay, 
provided we would enter into a bond of 5o0ol. each, to repair volun- 
tarily on board again, when required, giving proper fecurity for the 
fame. We could not help thinking thete conditions impofed on us very 
harfth and inhuman, for Butcher’s Ifland, in the harbour of Bombay, 
is a place commanded by a non-commiflioned officer’s guard, which 
we were informed was only ufed for the confinement of felons and 
other prifoners, and for the keeping of the Governor’s live-ftock : and 
with refpect to the fecurity-bond, it was out of our power to give any 
fuch fecurity, being entire ftrangers to every body in Bombay. 

We therefore expoftulated with the Governor and Council upon the 
unreafonablenefs of thefe propofals; and after farther deliberation, they 
ordered Mr. Secretary Ramfay, on the 17th December 1766, to ac- 
quaint us, that in confideration of our circumftances they would con- 
fent to our coming on fhore at Bombay, provided we would execute 
the parole which was inclofed to us: but they acquainted us, that the 
board could not but remark, in juftice to themfelves, that their propo- 
{fal for our refiding on Butcher’s Ifland was no way unreafonable, as it 
was allowed to be a very healthy and pleafant place, where people had 
frequently gone for the benefit of their healths. We therefore each of 
us executed and returned the paroles which were fent us, as follows. 


‘© I the under-written Vernon Duffield, now charter-party paflenger 
< on board the Honourable Eaft-India Company’s fhip Speaker, or- 
«< dered to England by the Prefident and Council of Madrats, do here- 
“< by give my parole of honour to the Prefident and Council of Bombay, 
“ that if they will admit of my going on fhore there for refrefhment, 
«< I will, during my refidence on the fame ifland, conduct myfelf in 
< every refpect in a becoming manner, as a gentleman, and volunta- 
‘¢ rily return on board the faid fhip without hefitation, whenever I may 
“ be required, for proceeding on her to Great Britain. Dated on 
“ board the fhip Speaker, the roth December 1766.” 


After this, Capt. Dewar fent an order to the commanding officer on 
board to permit us to go on fhore, which we accordingly did on the 
faid 

2 
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faid 18th December; and on the 23d January 1767, we received the 
following order, viz. 





<¢ To Mellis. Vernon Duffield and Francis Robertfon. 


e GENTLEMEN, 
< I am directed by the Honourable the Prefident and Council to ac- 
** quaint you, that their difpatches for the Speaker will be figned on 
< Monday morning, the 26th inftant, and to require you to repair on 
“ board her accordingly, agreeably to the parole you executed upon 
€ coming on fhore. 


< Tam, GENTLEMEN; 
«< Your moft obedient fervant, 
(Signed) <« ANDREW RAMSAY, fecretary.”’ 
“ Bombay Caftle, 23d January 1771.” 


We accordingly repaired on board the Speaker, where haying only 
the accommodation of charter-party paflengers, with fcarce room to hang. 
our hammocks, I was obliged to purchafe the ufe of the boatfwain’s 
cabin, for eight pounds ; and having been informed at Bombay, that 
Governor Crommelin, who went paflenger from Bombay alfo in this 
fhip, would not allow of our eating at the table with him, we were un- 
der the neceflity of agreeing with the under-mates, to mefs with 
them. 

We left Bombay, and proceeded down the Malabar coaft to Telli- 
cherry, where Mr. Robertfon, diflatisfied with his fituation in the 
Speaker, left us, upon giving Capt. Dewar his parole of honour to 
proceed to Europe in a French fhip. From Tellicherry we proceeded 
to Anjengo, which was the laft port in India that we were to touch at. 
Juft before we failed from the Malabar coaft, Capt. Dewar informed me, 
that Governor Crommelin had defired him to acquaint me, that he had 
now no objections to my eating at his table ; by which I underftood the 
reafon of his objecting before to have been for fear of difobliging Lord 
Clive. As therefore I was not at all pleafed with my fituation, I pur- 
chafed the privilege of the Captain’s table for one hundred pounds 
fterling. We proceeded to St. Helena, which we again Jeft on the ----- 
May 1767, and fet fail for England. 


(Signed) VERNON DUFFIELD.” 
Thus 
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Thus far proceeds the original narrative of Mr. Duffield. After his 
arrival in England, thus ruined, and low in finances, he found himfelf 
unable to profecute his oppreffors with effect, or even with any profpect 
of fatisfaction, in any degree adequate. He therefore thought it beft to 
go back to Bengal in the beft manner practicable, to fave as much as 
he could of his difperfed fortune, before it was too late: and for that 
purpofe, we are informed, proceeded in a foreign fhip to a foreign 
fettlement; where, whatever other difadvantages he may labour under, 
he will certainly be allowed the exercife of his own induftry, and to 
live, unmolefted, to profecute any mercantile or other profeffion, or 
trade ; advantages which, tothe fhame of this nation be it fpoken HE 
COULD NOT, AS A BRITISH SUBJECT, EXPECT TO ENJOY IN A DRI- 
TISH SETTLEMENT. 





N° XXXII. 


A NARRATIVE of the Cafes of Mr. JaMEs Nrcot and Mr. Tuomas 
Davie of BENGAL, abridged from their own original Narratives. 


Mr. James Nicol, formerly an officer in the fervice of the Eaft India 

Company, refigned that fervice by permiffion of his fuwperiors, who ac- 
cepted his refignation fome time in May 1766. 
He refided afterwards in different parts of Bengal, as a private mer- 
chant; and in December 1766, went into the country of the Nabob 
Sujah al Dowlah, to fettle there as a merchant, recover his debts, and 
fettle his affairs then depending there; having firft received the parti- 
cular permiffion of that Prince, who had contracted a friendfhip for him 
during his military fervice. 

On the 27th December 1766, Colonel Richard Smith being arrived at 
Banaras, a city in the dominions of that Nabob, 600 miles from Calcutta, 
where Mr. Nicol then was, he fent Mr. Nicol a peremptory order by 
one Lieutenant Delafield to leave Banaras in twenty-four hours, on 
which Mr. Nicol wrote him the following letter. 





< To Colonel Richard Smith. 


< S i i 
<“ Iam informed by Mr. Delafield, that it is your intention I fhail 
‘s not remain in this city. I beg leave, Sir, to reprefent to you, that 


s the reafon of my coming up the country is to collect in {fome money 
‘© which 
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«< which I have out at intereft, and which without my prefence will 
< not be paid. It will be a great detriment to me, if lam prevented 
‘© from fo doing, and very likely prove the lofs of a great part. I per- 
‘< fuade myfelf, Sir, it is not your intention to prejudice me in the 
s< {mall fortune I have got during feven years abode in India ; and that 
< you will not obftruct me in the profecution of my plan, of which I 
s have General Carnac’s tacit approbation. I have the honour to be, 


ec SIR; 


« Your moft obedient, 





‘¢ and moft humble fervant, 


£ Banaras, the 27th Dec. 1766.” (Signed) sæ JAMES NICOL.” 


On receipt of this, the Colonel was gracioufly pleafed to indulge Mr. 
Nicol with a longer time, and fent Captain Gabriel Harper to acquaint 
him, he might ftay forty-eight hours longer; but if he did not then go, 
force afterwards would be ufed. 

Mr. Nicol accordingly quitted Banaras, and went upon his bufinefs 
into other parts of the country belonging to Sujah al Dowlah; and par- 
ticularly to Fyfabad, where the Nabob refided, having repeatedly re- 
ceived permiflion, in letters from that Prince, to fettle there as a 
merchant. 

After being fome months fettled there, upon finding, that Sir Robert 
Barker had received orders from Calcutta to feize and fend him down, 
Mr. Nicol waited upon the Nabob at his palace at Fyfabad, who there 
fhewed him a letter from Governor Verelft, informing the Nabob, that 
Mr. Nicol being no fervant of the Company’s, muft be fent home to 
England, therefore defiring the Nabob would permit the Company’s 
troops to take him prifoner. 

It is impoffible to defcribe the uneafinefS which this demand gave the 
Nabob, who obferved to Mr. Nicol, ** that it made him appear {mall 
“ and contemptible in the eyes of his fubjects *, and ferved to weaken 
€ their allegiance.” Applications however continued to be made with 


the 


* Such extreme perfecution of people who had been guilty of no real crime, but who had perhaps 
acted fomewhat rafhly, muft be confidered, by impartial men, as a difgrace even to manhood, as 
well as to government. ‘There isa reciprocal convenience in all conditions for fervice; and all parties 
will naturally havea regard for theirown. ‘The conditions were firft altered on the fide of the Com- 
pany, and for their particular convenience, which fhould be confidered as the firft diffolution of the 
mutual tie. The officers, who were engaged for no ftipulated time, were, by the Company’s firft 


altering conditions, certainly left at their liberty to determine whether they would, or not, accept Ee 
the 
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the greateft importunity to the Nabob: and at laft, without his con- 
fent T, Captain Hill fent two partics of feapoys to furround a gentleman’s 
houfe, in which Mr. Nicol refided. Mr. Nicol, who knew fuch pro- 
ceedings gave the INabob great uneafinefs, and forefaw they might oc- 
cafion ill uiage to himiclf, fent to inform the Nabob, that he was rce- 
folved to go immeditatcly to Sir Robert Barker, who commanded the 
brigade, then at Ulahabad. ‘The Nabob, as a proof of his confent to 
Mr. Nicol’s refiding at Fyfabit, and in order, if poffible, to wipe off 
the ftain which this proceeding had thrown on his government in the 
eyes of his fubjects, immediately refolved to go himfelf to Mahabad, and 
endeavour to obtain leave from Sir Robert Barker for Mir. Nicol to re- 
main in the dominions he appears to govern; and he accordingly very 
publicly accompanied Mr. Nicol to Ilahabad, which is about ninety 
miles from his own court. 

The Nabob failed in his application; and Sir Robert Barker ac- 
quainted Mr. Nicol, that having received an order from the Governor 
and Council of Calcutta for that purpofe, he fhould fend him down 
thither within three days undera guard. 

Upon this the Nabob wrote a letter, dated the 12th March 1767, to 
Governor Verelft, from which the following is an extraét: ‘** The affair 
‘“ of Captain Nicol is this: When he was ftationed with me,” (in his 
military capacity) ‘* J entertained an attachment to him, and was well 
s“ fatished with his behaviour. General Carnac alfo recommended him 
“ in the itrongeft manner to me. He caine to Gorrockpore to colleét 
“ money which he had lent to Fazel Ally Khawn: from thence he 
‘“ came to fee me, and requefted a Perwanah for carrying on trade. Out 
“< of regard to General Carnac’s recommendation, and for the friend- 
‘ fhip I tormerly bore him, I iffued an order permitting him to trade, 
<“ and appointed a houfe for his refidence: at which time I received 
s letters from you and Colonel Sir Robert Barker, acquainting me 
s< Mr. Nicol is no fervant of the Company’s, nor have any orders been 











the new ones, If they refigned their commiffions, they violated no law, either of the land, honour, 
or jaftice; nor were they guilty of ingratitude to thofe who had firft leffened their emoluments ; and 
they were befides, in their fituation, the firt injured and mof fuftering party: therefore the perfe- 
euting of them for what they hada right to do, was a practice of great cruelty, malice, and bafenefs s 
and what was juftly dcferving of general abhorrence. 

t It is exceflively impolitic fo to act as to let a mafk of policy be feen through, and ef pecially when 
the doing it proves difguftful toa needful tool; for, when the Company make their own farce appear 
defpicable, it will no longer feive their turn, either at home or in Afia. But with regard to the Na- 
bob, they fhould have the wifdom to confider, that the very exercife of mock authority is {ufficiently 
mortifying, efpecially in countries that are charatteriftically proud. They fhould be aware of 
jinking the {enfe of infulted greatnels, with the feelings of opprefled induftry. 


P ‘© received 
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“ received from them for his ftaying in Hindoflan, and that you fhould 
*< fend him to Europe. 

< As there is no difference between us, and I never can deviate from 
‘¢ your order, but wifh to obey the Company in preference to any 
Chiefs whatever, I went to Colonel Barker at Illahabad, carrying 
Captain Nicol with me, whom I gave up to Colonel Barker, and he 
« is now on his way to you. Out of regard to our friendfhip, it is 
‘s proper that, for my fatisfaction, you fuffer this gentleman to remain 
‘«* two or three years in Calcutta, and grant him a licence for carrying 
< on trade, that by means thereof he may acquire fome money, when 
s he will go to Europe. And without doubt, out of the ftrict friend- 
“< fhip between you and me, you will act accordingly as I have written, 
‘«¢ and keep him in Calcutta, becaufe I am highly pleafed with the good 
s fervice of this gentleman, and in doing this you will likewife give 
s f{atisfaction to General Carnac.” 


Acordingly, on the 13th larch 1767, Colonel Sir Robert Barker 
fent a party of feapoys to feize Mr. Nicol: who being fo feized, was put 
into a boat, and, notwithftanding all his remonitrances, and rejpreien- 
tations that his fortune and effects were difperfed about the country, 
without any perfon to take care of them, he was thus carried down the 
river under a guard with fixed bayonets to the Company’s fort at Mong- 
heer, where Colonel Jofeph Peach had received orders from Governor 
Verelft to detain Mir. Nicol under confinement. He was there accord- 
ingly confined, expofed to a contagious diftemper which then raged in 
the fort, and to all the infolence and ill treatinent of biack feapoys, 
one of whom followed him wherever he went, with a drawn fword, as 
many perfons can atteft, particularly Captain George Knott and Patrick 
Duff, and Lieutenants Guienett and Ramfay, officers then in the faid 
fervice, until the rft September 1767, when he was again marched un- 
der a guard to a boat, and carried to Calcutta, where he arrived on 
the 9th ; but was kept aboard the boat, clofe to the fhore, in imminent 
danger of his life from the baians *, till the 12th September 1767 ; when 
he was ordered by Mr. Verelft into the New Fort. Being now arrived 
within the diftricts of the Company’s charter of juftice, Mr. Nicol ap- 














* Upon the influx of {primg-tides into the Ganges, there is a fair conteft between the fea and the 
river. When the fea has overpowered the torrent of the Ganges, it rifes over the level of the freth 
water, and rufhes in with the greateft rapidity and violence in large waves on each fide the river, 
for many miles above Calcutta, There is at this time no fecurity for boats but by getting them into 
the middle of the river, which the roaring of the waves, being heard at a great diitance, gives the 
diligent boatman fufficient time to effect. This is what the natives of Bengal call Baan. 
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plied to an attorney at law for affiftance, who, after three days deli- 
beration, wrote to Mr. Nicol, as follows. 


SIR 
‘s The caufe of your confinement I am an entire ftranger to, but do 
imagine the Mayor’s Court, to which T belong, cannot take any cog- 
nizance thereof. The method that has been taken for redrefs here 
by gentlemen in your fituation, was by proteft from the notary 
public. Iam, 
eS I K, 
« Your moft obedient fervant, 


ec 12th Sept. 1767, Calcutta. W*™ ATKINSON.” 


The perufal of this letter occafioned the following being written by 


Mr. Nicol: 


« To the Honourable Harry Verelft, Efquire, Prefident, &c. Council 
‘© of Fort-William. 


“ GENTLEMEN, 

‘¢ I beg leave to inform you, that in March laft I was fettled as a 
merchant, in the Vizier Nabob, Sujah al Dowlah’s country, (your 
ally) whofe authority I had, when I was informed that you had wrote 
to the Vizier, to allow your troops to make me a prifoner: on which 
I wrote to Colonel Sir Robert Barker, the commanding officer of your 
troops at Ilahabad, of which letter you have a copy inclofed. 

‘¢ I confidered how foon an affair of this kind ought to be brought 
to a hearing, and that I might not be the occafion of a mifunder- 
ftanding between you, gentlemen, and one of your allies, I informed 


the Vizier Nabob, Sujah al Dowlah, that I had come to the refolution 


of not waiting for Sir Robert Barker’s anfwer, but of {etting out im- 
mediately for INahabad ; who replied, that, if I had refolved on it, 
he would accompany me thither, and get Colonel Barker’s leave for 
me to remain there, till he had wrote you on the fubject. But, to 
my great furprize, Sir Robert Barker made me a prifoner on my ar- 
rival, and informed me, gentlemen, that it was by your ordcr ; and 
that he muft fend me down inthree days, which he did, under a 
guard of feapoys with fixed bayonets, who carried me to Mongheer 
Fort. There I was a prifoner from the 2d April to the r{t September, 


when I was by the Brigade-major carried out of my houle by a 
P 2 guard 
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“« guard of feapoys with fixed bayonets, and delivered over to Lieute- 
‘¢ tenant Brown, who brought me down with a party of feapoys, and 
‘«¢ delivered me over, onthe 12th September, to Mr. Cook, their Fort- 
« adjutant, where I am now confined, without any legal caufe af- 
“ figned. I have only one word more, gentlemen, and I have done, 
« which is, that it appears very extraordinary to me, that I fhould be 
‘¢ confined upwards of fix months without having a hearing; and that 
‘« if I had been fent from Mongheer ten days fooner, I fhould have been 
here in time to have been tried at the quarter feflions. 

s But you are too fenfible, gentlemen, that you have nothing to 
alledge againft me which I am afhamed of, or you can make a plea 
of for my imprifonment. I beg the favour of your anfwer, and re- 
main with refpect, 

















< GENTLEMEN, 
‘¢ Your moft humble fervant, 


€ From my prifon, New Fort-William, Q: Pe m 
< the 1 3th Sept. 1767.” (Signed) JAMES NICOL. 
Mr. Nicol could obtain no {fatisfa¢étion whatever. But on the 1rétlx 
September 1767, the following letter, from the Governor and Council 
of Calcutta, was delivered to him by Lieutenant Cook, the Fort-adjutant. 


«< ‘To Mr. James Nicol. 


=O a i 


“« I am directed hy the Honourable the Prefident and Council to ac- 
quaint you, that they infift on your embarking on the Lord Holland 
for Europe, in confequence of the part you ated in the late affociation, 
«< and your behaviour fince; that Captain Nairne has an order to receive 
“ you on board, with your neceflaries ; and alfo that he has been paid 
«« 301. fterling, in order to fupply you with frefh provifions during 
“ the voyage. Iam, 








“2 Lan, 


«< Your moft obedient fervant, 


« Fort-William, the 14th 2 
‘© Sept. 1767.” SIMEON DROZ, fecretary. 

This was the firft formal notice Mr. Nicol had ever received of any 

accufation of mifbehaviour, having been ignorant and innocent of any: 


and 
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and it was the firft notice he had ever received to quit India. It was 
therefore one among the many ftrong inftances that have been given of 
the fummary way of adminiftering juftice, which has of late been adopted 
in Calcutta, viz. by condemning and punifhing firft, and then inform- 
ing the parties what it is for; but taking care to afford them no op- 
portunities for proving their innocence, and efcaping the higheft in- 
juries. 


Mr. THomas Davitt went out tothe Eaft Indies in the month of 
February 1762, licenfed by the Company as a free mariner, who (as 
we have feen in our roth chapter) at that time went out licenfed, for 
an unlimited time, to refide and trade in all parts of India within the 
Company’s limits, upon only giving fecurity in 500]. not to become 
chargeable to the Company. 

Upon the commencement of the troubles with Coffim Ally Khawn, 
he entered into the military fervice of the Company. On the 12th Ja- 
nuary 1764, he was promoted to the ftation of an Enfign ; and on the 
26th February 1765, he was further advanced to the rank of Lieutenant. 
This commiffion he refigned; and the refignation was formally ac- 
cepted, as will appear by the following letter. 


< ‘To Mr. Thomas Davie, at Burdwan. 


“os ft Ry Chuprah, the 2rft June 1766. 


“ Ithis day received your letter of the 16th May, and immediately 
“< communicated the contents to Lord Clive. His Lordfhip direéts me 
‘“ to acquaint you, that fince you have thought proper to refign your 
commitlion, you are no longer to be confidered as in the fervice, 
and are therefore immediately to repair to Calcutta. 


éé 


ék 


< i am, SIR, 
« Your moft obedient humble fervant, 


(Signed) <“ HENRY STRACHEY, fecretary.” 


Mr. Davie in obedience to his Lordfhip’s order repaired to Calcutta, 
but was never informed of any particular bufinefs his Lordfhip had for 
him there ; and being relieved from all military engagements, upon 
the itrength of his original licence, he continued to refide there, and 
in other different parts of Hindoftan, as a private merchant, in which 
fituation he continued many months unmolefted, peaceably and firiétly 

complying 
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complying with the laws of the community wherever he refided. His 
bufineís having called him to Illahabad, on the 9th of March 1767, he 
was there fuddenly feized by a party of feapoys detached from the bri- 
gade of the Englifh army, then at that city, under the command of 
Colonel Sir Robert Barker, from whence he was carried to Patna, and 
thence to Mongheer. After being there confined for near three months, 
without any reafon being alledged for it, he was then conveyed in com- 
pany with Mr. James Nicol to Calcutta, where he arrived on the goth 
September 1767, and continued imprifoned in company with Mr. 
Nicol. | 


While he thus continued under guard, he received the following letter. 





« To Mr. Thomas Davie. 


-S L ies 


« I am directed by the Honourable the Prefident and Council to ac- 
« quaint you, that they infift upon your embarking on board the Lord 
‘¢ Holland for Europe, inz confcquence of the part you ated in the late 
‘“< affociation, AND YOUR MISBEHAVIOUR SINCE; that Captain Nairne 
« has an order to receive you on board with your neceffaries, and alfo 
«& that he has been paid the fum of 301]. fterling, in order to fupply 
*¢ you with frefh provifions during the voyage. Iam, Sir, 


« Your moft obedient fervant, 


¢ Fort-William, the roth Sept. 1767. SIMEON DROZ, fecretary.” 





Mr. Davie had never been prohibited from trade, admitting that the 
Company even poflefled that power, neither had he ever been informed 
that his refidence or even any part of his trade were injurious or incove- 
nient to the Company. ‘This was, moreover, the firit information he 
had ever received of any mifbehaviour, of which he was totally igno- 
rant, and the firft notice he had had for leaving India. 

Thefe two gentlemen were continued in prifon together: and on the 
17th September 1767, the Serjeant-major delivered an order to the Ser- 
jeant of their guard, from Captain Frederick Thomas Smith, the Town- 
major, not to fuffer them to go out of their own room on any account 
whatever, except to the neceflary-houfe : the centinels were at the fame 
time ordered to be removed to the infide of their prifon. 

During the time thefle perfecuted gentlemen were fuffering fuch hard- 
fhips, a humane gentleman, then Adjutant of the artillery in the Com- 


pany’s 
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pany’s fervice, named Bonny, and who had done them fome aéts of 
kindnefs, was fent for by the Town-major, who feverely reprimanded 
him for it, and told him, that were the Prefident to know what he had 
done, the probable confequence would be his difmillion from the 
fervice. 

In the night of the 18th September 1767, Lieutenant George Brown 
went with a party of Soldiers, and by order of the Governor feized the 
prifoners, forced them into a boat, and afterwards put them on board 
a floop, carried them down the river, and kept them confined on board, 
in a miferable fituation, till the r2th October 1767, when they were 
forced * on board the Lord Holland Indiaman, Capt Nairne; who, 
from motives of prudence, refufed to receive or keep them as pri- 
foners on board his fhip. 

Upon Captain Nairne’s ordering Lieutenant Brown and his feapoys 
from off his deck, the Lieutenant found himfelf neceffitated likewife to 
take his prifoners with him into the floop, where Mr. Nicol fell dan- 
geroufly ill of a f pucka fever. Had he died, he would probably have 
been thrown overboard, as food for the alligators, and all his com- 
plaints would have funk into oblivion with him. But his miferies were 
not toend here. The prifoners were conveyed back to their confine- 
ment at Calcutta f, where the diforder of Mr. Nicol continued to in- 


* Thefe gentlemen refigned their commiffions in May 1766, and their refignations were accepted. 
They were afterwards left unmolefted to follow their lawful trade in different parts of Hindoftan, 
which trade was not, in any refpect, injurious to the Company. Neverthelefs, without any previous 
notice, they were to be forcibly fent to England, upon an illegal accufation of a pretended offence 
committed fixteen months before, and for which they were in no fhape called to any account, when 
others were fo feized and tranfported. The ftrong defire of the ruling party in Bengal to get thefe 
gentlemen from India will appear from the following letter of the Governor's to the officer who had 
charge of them: 


< To Lieutenant Brown. 
-S1 By 

“ I have received your letter of the 7th inftant. My orders to you were, to keep Mefirs. Nicol 
“ and Davie under your particular cuftody, until Capt. Nairne Mould have come on board the Lord 
** Holland with his difpatches from us for England, and that you fhould then embark them thereon 
“ as paffengers. He has already left Calcutta, and T hope this conduét has been obferved by you. If 
‘“ this fhould reach you in time, the only direction I have farther to give you, is, to take proper care 
** that neither of thofe gentlemen quit the fhip and attempt a pafflage back to Calcutta, upon any re- 
“ turning fhip or veffel. 

“ lam, SIR, 
“ Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
“ Fort-William, the roth O&. 1767. (Signed) HARRY VERELST.” 


. + A putrid fever fo called, it is generally fatal, and fometimes carries perfons off in twenty-four 
ours. 

t Surely fuch feverities, from fuch caufes, muft ferve to remind every reader of the tyranny and 
cruelty of Baftiles and Inquifitions, and of the treatment of unhappy captives by barbarous nations. 
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creafe: and on the furgeon’s reprefentation of his danger to Mr. Ve- 
relit, both prifoners were enlarged on their parole of plighted honour, 
not to quit Calcutta without the Governor’s permiflion, and to embrace 
the firft good occafion of their going to Europe. 

When Mr. Nicol had fo far recovered his health as to be able to walk 
out with the furgcon’s permifiion, he went to Mr. Richard Whittall, 
another attorney of the Mayor’s Court, to confult with him on the 
means proper to be ufed for obtaining juftice for the injurics he had 
received from the Prefident and Council of Calcutta; who told him no 
redrefS was to be expected in India; that no § attorney dared to a& for 
him, and that all he could do, was to lay a ftate of his wrongs before a 
Notary Public, and defire him to frame a proteft againfl the perfons 
who had injured him. He accordingly went to Mr. Join Holme, the 
only Notary Public there, who repeatedly declined it, from a fear, as 
he faid, of incurring the difpleafure of the Governor and Council. Mr. 
Nicol then fought to get fome perfon to go with him, to ferve asa wit- 
nefs of Mr. Holme’s refufal: but fo great and general was the dread of 
difpleafing the Governor and Council, that no perfon whom he applied 
to would grant his requeft. At laft Mr. Nicol took his fellow-prifoner 
with him, and in his prefence demanded again of the Notary Public 
the difcharge of his duty. But he continued to refufe the drawing up 
of a proteft, or even the regiftering cf one that was previeufly pre- 
pared and prefented to him for that purpoie; nay at laft told Mr. Ni- 
col, If he thought himfelf injured, he might go to England, and fue 
for redrefs in the Court of King’s Bench*. 

Mr. Nicol, by petition, then complained to the Mayor’s Court, re- 
prefenting, that he had applied to all the attornies of that court, but 
finding himfelf unable to obtain juftice in Calcutta, and being informed 
that a proteft, duly authenticated by a Notary Public, was the only 
voucher of authority he could carry with him to England, of his having 
endeavoured in vain to obtain Juftice in India, he had made repeated 
applications to Mr. John Holme for that purpofe, who was the only No- 
tary or Regifter in Calcutta, who had conftantly refuied either to note, 
regifter, or authenticate any fuch inftrument. The attefting affidavit 
of Mr. Thomas Davie was prefixed to this petition, and being read by 
Mr. Thomas Woodward, then Mayor, and the Aldermen on the bench, 





§ The ftate of juftice cannot be on a worfe footing cither in Tartary or Barbary. 

* To very little purpofe can actions be commenced in the King’s Bench, whilft fuch infurmount- 
able difficulties are fuffered to occur in the procuring of evidence from India ; where fuch defpotifm is 
eftablifhed, as may be fuppofed to operate irrefiftibly, on the fide of oppreffion. 
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they informed Mr. Nicol, that it was a matter that did not fall properly 
within their cognizance, nor could they oblige Mr. Holme to draw out 
the proteft ; but they faid, he could not in juftice refufe doing it. 

However, at laft Mr. Holme did confent to note the proteft, which 
after all, when obtained, could be of little fervice to Mr. Nicol, as it 
would be of no avail in any court of law in England. ‘The prifoners 
foon afterwards redeemed their pledged honour, by informing the Go- 
vernor of their defign to embark for England, which they put in exe- 
cution on the 18th December 1767, after fuffering long imprifonments, 
being much injured in their fortunes, having their views in life blafted, 
(and Mr. Nicol in particular with a conftitution much impaired) to 
wait, in England, the arrival of their oppreflors from India, and per- 
haps the more precarious iffues of tedious fuits at law, in which the 
moft effential proofs of injuries can only be had from India, where 
their oppreflors act as magiftrates, as judges, and as fovereigns; {o 
that, in fpite of all laws in being, their very obtaining of evidence may 
be effectually prevented, though applied for by a commitlion iffued from 
any court of this kingdom. 





N° XXXIII. 


The Cafe of Jonn NevıLL PARKER, Efquire, of Bengal; with Sir 
Fletcher Norton’s Opinion thereon. 


John Nevill Parker, Efquire, a Lieutenant in the King’s fervice, on 
the 5th March 1764, obtained, with his Majeflty’s permiffion, a com- 
miffion from the Company, as captain of foot, having enlifted and car- 
ried over with him to India a company of an hundred and ten men. 

He refigned his commiuffion on account of the reduction of camp al- 
lowance, taken notice of in the foregoing cafes, called Batta, and, on 
the 18th May 1766, he was permitted by Major Smith to quit the 
army. Notwithftanding which, it was afterwards pretended that he 
was {till a military man: and, on the 5th of June 1766, when engaged 
on his own private bufinefs, he was fuddenly feized at Banaras, in the 
jurifdiction of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, by an order from Colonel 
Richard Smith, where he was ignominioufly dragged through the 
{treets, and then clofe confined. He was conducted thence to Chu- 
prah, where he arrived on the 14th June 1766, and on the 16th of the 
fame month he arrived at Patna. He was then carried to a building 
named Chehel-Setoon, and confined in an almoft infupportable hole ; 
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and on the 16th September 1766, he was fummoned to attend a court 
martial; where he was informed his former refignation was now 
deemed mutiny, for which he was to be tried. 

Captain Parker objected to the authority of the court, infifting that 
he had never entercd into any contract or agreement with the Eaft India 
Company, to {erve them for any fixed time ; that he had refigned their 
employ in the beginning of May laft, had not been muftered for fome 
months before, nor had he received any pay fince the preceding month 
of April. 

The following is a copy of Captain Parker’s Proteft, delivered to the 
Court on the 17th September 1766. 





I22 


« Gentlemen, Prefident and Members, 


“¢ Iam aftonifbhed when I refiect on the ignominious treatment I have 
** endured, and am more particularly furprized at being oppreffed by 
*« thofe whofe {phere it is to protect the fubject, fupport the glorious 
“ conftitution of England, and exert as well as cherifhitslaws. But 
when thefe juft and laudable motives are no longer thought worthy 
“ of attention, individuals fo far diftant from the feat of liberty, defti- 
** tute of friends, intereft, and every other fupport, are borne down by 
‘“ a torrent of perfecution, and dragged, in defiance of all laws, from 
‘ place to place, as I have moft injurioufly experienced. 
s< I prefume, Gentlemen, it is neceflary to acquaint you, that I 
never entered into any contract or agreement to ferve the Honourable 
Company: andIdid, for many obvious reafons, refign their employ 
‘“ in the beginning of May laft; neither was I muftered for months be- 
fore that time; nor have I received pay, or any other allowance, 
fince the preceding month of April; and, in confirmation thereof, 
when I was, with the reft of the late officers, doing duty in the gar- 
rifon of Illahabad, Major Smith, the commanding officer, on the 
15th May laft, fummoned us, and publifhed a letter fent him by Co- 
‘< lonel Smith from the Right Honourable the Commander in Chief, 
wherein he declared, He would accept of the refignation of all thofe 
officers who fignified their intention of quitting the fervice ; in an- 
{wer to which, we informed Major Smith we fhould leave the gar- 
rifon on the 2oth of that month, or fooner, if we could provide our- 
felves with boats to proceed to Calcutta. On the r7th of that month 
I left Ulahabad with the Major’s approbation, and in a few days after 
I arrived at Banaras, where I was feized the 5th June following, by 
an order of Colonel Smith, bearing date the 1ft of the fame month. 
{cannot fuppofe, Gentlemen, knowing thefe facts, which I can now 
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prove, and which are by the laws of Great Britain infuperable ob- 
{tacles to my being tried by a military court, that you will proceed 
further againft me. 
“ The fhocking and degrading manner of apprehending me, and 
the many infults I have publicly fuffered, fo reflected on my cha- 
racter as an officer, in which ftation I have had the honour to ferve 
my King and Country for many years, with the approbation and ap- 
plaufe of my fuperiors, that I determined to folicit a trial: and it 
was firmly my intention to have ftood one, had I been releafed, and 
it allowed to have been a voluntary act of mine. But fo far was I 
from being even countenanced by his Lordfhip, or obtaining the leaft 
mitigation of the feverity of my treatment, that infults were repeat- 
ed: and I had been a prifoner forty days previous to my being or- 
dered before the laft court-martial; and, as a farther aggravation, I 
was {till continued under the fame difagreeable circumftances ; and 
I have, all together, fuffered this crucl and vexatious imprifonment 
three months and ten days: which are the motives that induced me 
to object to my being tried, and from which I am refolved never to 
fwerve as long as I am thus mal-treated. Think not, Gentlemen, that 
thefe fentiments proceed from any apprehenfion of the confequences 
of atrial: far from it. Confcious of my own innocence, and having 
the higheft opinion of the abilities, experience, and impartiality of 
every one of you, I doubt not, could you with propriety try me, 
but that I fhould be honourably acquitted of the crime malicioufly 
preferred againft’ me. 
‘< You have now, Gentlemen, a matter of importance to determine, 
however trivial it may appear regarding me. Yet in my cafe muft 
be decided that of every Britifh fubject, who is, or may hereafter 
enter into the Honourable Company’s military fervice, and whether 
liberty in this part of the world is a fhadow or not. 
‘¢ Left it fhould be imagined by any perfon that my confent is not re- 
quifite totry me legally, Ibeg leave to refer them to that recent and fimi- 
lar inflance of Lord George Sackville, who having refigned his military 
employments by order of his Maiefty, afterwards {folicited a court- 
martial, to clear his character of many imputations laid to his charge; 
which was refufed him, on account of his having no conneétion with 
the army, and of courfe not being fubjeét to military law. Notwith- 
ftanding, upon his repeated application, and after the opinion of the 
judges of England had been taken, who declared he could not be 
tried by a military court, except by his own defire and approbation, 
his Majefty was gracioufly pleafed to grant his requeft. r 
Q_ 2 éé S 
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“ As I have ufed my endeavours in every part hereof to pay a proper 
** deference to the Court, I hope therefore I have not tranfgrefled, or 
‘© deviated from the refpect fo juftly due on all occafions. 


(Signed) <6 JN° NEVILL PARKER.” 


The Court over-ruled Capt. Parker’s objections to their jurifdiction, 
and infifted he fhould anfwer the charge, and only have zwo hours time 
to confider whether he would make his defence or not. 

Having been long confined, his life and character being at flake, 
and he {till holding a commiffion in his Majefty’s fervice, he undertook, 
under all difadvantages, to make his defence as well as he could, and 
feveral witnefles were examined. But the Court in a very extraordi- 
nary manner refufed to let him examine his witneffes to feveral points 
in his juftification, particularly, not admitting him to prove his refig- 
nation of the Company’s fervice. He was alfo refufed a copy, which 
he demanded, of the warrant by which the court-martial was autho- 
rized to try him. 

Notwithftanding all thefe difadvantages under which Capt. Parker 
laboured, the Court-martial was neceffitated honourably to acquit him 
of the crime of mutiny laid to his charge. Neverthelefs, he was or- 
dered down to Calcutta, being near four hundred miles from Patna, 
after having been kept clofe confined, in a manner the moft ignomi- 
nious, and dangerous to his health, from the sth June to the 17th Oc- 
tober 1766, and was in other various re{pects very illegally treated. 


Sir Fletcher Norton’s opinion of this cafe. 


“ This is a cafe under very extraordinary circumftances ; and upon 
“ this {tate of facts, it appears, that Mr. Parker has been very ill ufed, 
and the proceedings againft him arbitrary and oppreflive. But I am 
not able to point out a remedy which will not be attended with MANY 
“ difficulties, and the fuccefs doubtful. However, if Captain Parker will 
run the hazard of the cofts of an aétion at law, which are not very 
great, I think it will be advifable for him to bring an a¢tion, for an 
aifault and falfe imprifonment, againft Lord Clive, the Prefidenr, 
and one or two mgre members of the Court-martial, and the perfons 
‘‘ who actually apprehended and confined him; but great care muft 

be taken in fettling the pleadings, if any of them fhould plead fpe- 
“ cially, to get proper iffues put upon the record. 


“ Lincoln’s-Inn, March, 1768. (Signed) FLET® NORTON.” 
Mr. 
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Mr. Parker thus buoyed up with an opinion that he might obtain re- 
dreís for the long imprifonment he had fuftained, and his arbitrary dif- 
miffion from the Company’s fervice, though acquitted by a Court-mar- 
tial under all the influence which power and management might be fup- 
pofed to effect, brought his action and damages againft Lord Clive. After 
combating for two years all the evafions which the fhameful privilege 
of parliament then permitted Lord Clive to ufe, they were at laft brought 
to a period, when he was obliged either to enter his plea of juftification 
or fuffer judgment to be entered up againft him. Being unable, with the 
affiftance of half the council of England, to affign any juftification that 
would bear a judicious examination on paper, the plaintiff was at li- 
berty to enter up his judgment. Here again the attorney was intimi- 
dated by the privilege of parliament: and was told befides, that unlefs 
his client fhould come into an agreement of permitting certain papers 
in the India houfe, which were no legal evidence, to be read at the 
trial, on the behalf of the defendant, and likewife permit the defendant 
to plead the general iffue, and give the whole fpecial matter in evi- 
dence, the court would be moved for a commiflion to examine witnefles 
in India, which would at leaft laft them half a dozen years. The poor 
opprefied gentleman, who had already expended all the money he had 
acquired ; and feeing no end to the labours he was to undergo in ob- 
taining a precarious redrefs in the end, under all the influence of the 
Eaft India Company, which was now exerted againft him, according- 
ly fubmitted to the fatal compromife, without the advice of his wor- 
thy and honourable council, Mr. Dunning, who immediately forefaw 
the pernicious confequences, but notwithftanding exerted himfelf to 
the laft in refifting every act of power, party, corruption, and par- 
tiality, which was difplayed to the conclufion of this procefs. Mr. 
Parker was firft nonfuited upon a point of law taken up by Lord Mant 
field, upon which, however, his lordfhip had not the good fortune to 
carry the opinion of the other judges of the court. ‘The matter was 
finifhed by a kind of compromife, ending in a refolution which nobody 
had ever controverted, namely, ‘‘ that an officer in the fervice of the 
‘ Eaft India Company has not a right to refign his commiffion at all 
‘ times, and under all circumftances whatfoever, whenever he pleafed.”? 
Upon the trial, Mr. Parker’s chief difficulty was, to prove that Lord 
Clive had ever known of his being under arreft, during the five months 
he had been dragged about, although when in his fickly fituation, by 
his long confinement, he had been vifited by Mr. Ingham, Lord Clive’s 
body-phyfician, living in his family on the fpot, who had the honefty 
to declare upon the trial, that he did not believe he had ever made any 
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report to Lord Clive ; and although the conftant practice of the army 
is, to make a daily report in writing by the officer who leaves the 
guard, of the number of prifoners, how long confined, and for what 
crimes ; and that it was proved Lord Clive, the Commander in Chief, 
had refided feven weeks in the place where Mr. Parker was a prifoner: 
yet the jury were told, and it may be prefumed rightly told, according 
to the maxims of common law, that there was no proof to fhew Lord 
Clive knew of the plaintiff’s confinement: upon which ground chiefly a 
verdict was found for the defendant. 





Ne XXXIV. 


Cory of the Indenture executed by Free Mariners, on their going 
out to India with licence from the Eaft India Company. 


This Indenture, made the day of in year of our 
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and and in the 
year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord GEORGE the by the 


grace of God, of Great-Britain, France and Ireland, King, Defender 
of the Faith, and fo forrh; BETWEEN the United Company of Merchants 
of England, trading to the Eaft Indies, of the one part, and 
of mariner, of the other part. WH EREAs the 
faid United Company have, at the fpecial requeft and entreaty of the 
faid and upon the conditions and agreements herein 
contained on the part of the faid to be 
performed, licenfed and permitted the faid to proceed 
to in the Eaít Indies, within the limits of the faid Company’s 
trade, in order to provide for himfelf in the feafaring way, and to con- 
tinue in the Eaft Indies aforefaid, for the term of years. 
Now THIS INDENTURE WITNESSETH, and the faid 
for himfelf, his, heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, doth by thefe 
prefents covenant, promile, and agree, to and with the faid United 
Company in manner following; that is to fay, that he the faid 
from the time of his arrival at aforefaid, for and 
during, and unto the full end and expiration of years, fhall and 
will behave and conduét himfelf, from time to time, and in all refpeéts 
conformable to the rules, orders, and diredctions of the faid United Com- 
pany, or of their Prefident and Council of their fettlement aforefaid. 
And that he the faid will not, direétly or indirectly, 
ferve 
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ferve or be in any-wife affiftin to, or employed by, or for any foreign 
company trading in or to the Eaft Indies, or any perfon or perfons 
whatfoever, who do or fhall, during the continuance of thefe prefents, 
traflick, adventure, or trade to, in, or from the Eaft Indies, or elfe- 
where, within the limits of the faid Company’s trade, by or under, or 
by virtue of any foreign commiffion, licence, or authority whatfoever. 
PROVIDED ALWAYS, and it is hereby exprefsly covenanted, declared, 
and agreed between the parties to thefe prefents, and it is the true in- 





tent and meaning thereof, that in cafe the faid fhall 
make default in any of the covenants herein before contained, or 
fhall, during the faid term of years, receive notice from the faid 


Company’s Prefident and Council of their fettlement aforefaid, to quit 
the faid fettlement, and return to England, for any mifbehaviour by 
him the faid done or committed towards the faid Com- 
pany, or concerning the peace and good order of the faid fettlement, 
that then, and in either of the faid cafes, he the faid 
fhall not, nor will, upon any account or pretence whatfoever, ftay, or 
continue longer in the Eaft Indies than for the fpace of months 
after receiving fuch notice, and that from and immediately after the 
expiration of the faid months, zt /hall and may be lawful for the 
faid Company’s Prefident and Council, at the faid fettlement, to caufe 
the faid and his family to be put on board any fhip 
employed by the faid Company, for the purpofe of being tranfported to 
Great Britain, at the faid Company’s expence, and in cafe of refufal on 
the part of the faid to caufe the faid 
to be apprehended and put on board fuch fhip, together with his family. 
AND FURTHER, in cafe of fuch apprehending, putting on beard, and 
tranf{porting the faid and his family, in manner 
aforefaid, the faid doth hereby covenant, promife, 
and agree to, and with the faid United Company, that he the faid 
his executors or adminifirators, fhall not nor will commence, 
fue, or profecute the faid Company, or their Court of Directors, or any cf 
their Prefidents and Council, Commanders, or Officers of any fuch fhip, or 
any other perfon employed in any of the matters aforefaid, in or by 
any action, fuit, or other profecution, civil or criminal, in refpedct of 
fuch apprehending him the faid or of putting on board 
and tranf{porting him the faid and his family to Great 
Britain in manner aforefaid. And in cafe any fuch aétion, fuit, or pro- 
fecution fhall be commenced or profecuted for any of the matters afore- 
faid, the faid doth hereby covenant and agree to and 
with the faid Company, that rhe general ifue may be pleaded, and this 
indenture, 
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tidenture, or any other fpecial matter mav be given in evidence, by all or 
any of the defendants, in any fuch fuit, action, or profecution, in bar, 
difcharge, and defence thereof; any thing in thefe prefents contained 
to the contrary thereof notwithftanding. And the faid United Company 
do hereby for themfclves and their fucceflors, covenant, promife, and 
agrec, to and with the faid that he the faid 

truly and faithfully obferving, fulfilling, and keeping the feve- 
ral covenants and agreements herein expreffed and contained on his 
part, to be obferved, fulfilled, and kept, fhall and may peaceably and 
quietly trade and traffick in the Eaft Indies aforefaid, in the capacity of 
a free mariner, and fhall enjoy the faid Company’s proteétion. AND 
LASTLY, it is hereby covenanted, concluded, and agreed by and be- 


tween the faid parties hereto, that if the faid fhall be 
permitted to continue in the Eaft Indies, in the quality or capacity of a 
free mariner, after the expiration of the faid term of years hereby 


{tipulated, that then fuch the continuance and trading there of the faid 

fhall be upon the fame terms, conditions, covenants, 
and agreements as are herein before exprefled and contained on his part, 
during the term herein mentioned, and not otherwife. IN WITNESS 
whereof, to one part of this indenture the faid hath 
put his hand and feal, and to the other part thereof the faid United 
Company have caufed their common feal to be affixed, the day and 
year above-written. 


Sealed and delivered (being firft 
duly amped) in the prefence of 





N° XXXV. 


Copy of the Indenture executed by the Eaft India Company’s civil, 
or covenanted fervants ; whereby they engage not to receive from 
the Country Princes in India any prefents in money, jewels, lands, 
revenues, or other effects, but fuch as are permitted by the faid 


Company. 
This Indenture, made the day of in the 
year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord b 


the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France and Ireland, Defender 
of the Faith, and fo forth, and in the year of our Lord one thoufand 
z feven 
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feven hundred and feventy BETWEEN 
of the one part, and the United Company of Merchants of 
England, trading to the Eaft Indies, of the other part: WHEREAS the 
faid is now employed in the fervice of the faid United 
Company as one of their at their chief fettlement 
of in the Eaft Indies, Now ruts INDENTURE WIT- 
NESSETH, and the faid in compliance with a refolution 
of a General Court of the faid United Company, and for and in confi- 
deration of what he is or fhall be intitled to receive from the faid Com- 
pany in refpect of his faid fervice, or in refpect of any other ftation, 
capacity, or employment in which the faid may here- 
after be retained or employed by the faid United Company, or their 
Court of Directors, Dora hereby for himfelf, his heirs, executors, and 
adminiftrators, covenant, promife, and agree to and with the faid 
United Company, that he the faid {hall not, nor will at 
any time or times hereafter, during his being employed in the faid Com- 
pany’s fervice, in any ftation or capacity whatfoever, either by himfelf 
or by any other perfon or perfons whomfoever, in truft for him, or for 
his ufe, directly or indirectly, accept, take, or receive, or agree to 
accept, take, or receive any gift or grant of lands, or rents or reve- 
nues iffuing out of lands, or any territorial poffeffion, jurifdiction, do- 
minion, power or authority whatfoever, from any of the Indian Princes, 
Sovereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their minifters, fervants, or 
agents, for any fervice or fervices, or upon any account or pretence 
whatfoever, without the licence or confent of the Court of Direétors for 
the time being of the faid United Company, fignified under their hands; 
nor fhall or will, at any time or times hereafter, during his being em- 
ployed in the faid United Company’s fervice, in any ftation or capa- 
city whatfoever, either by himfelf or any other perfon or perfons whom- 
foever, in truft for him or for his ufe, direétly or indiredlly, accept, 
take, or receive, or agree to accept, take, or receive any gift, reward, 
gratuity, allowance, donation, or compenfation, in money, effects, 
jewels, or otherwife howfoever, from any of the Indian Princes, Sove- 
reigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their minifters, fervants, or agents, 
exceeding the value of four thoufand rupees, for any fervice or fervices 
performed or to be performed by the faid in India, or 
upon any other account or pretence whatfoever, without the like licence 
or confent of the faid Court of Directors of the faid United Company, 
fignified as aforefaid ; nor any fuch reward, gratuity, allowance, do- 
nation, or compenfation, exceeding the value of oze thoufand rupees, 
and under the value of four thoufand rupees, without the licence or 
confent 
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conicnt of the Prefident and Council for the time being of the prefi 

dency or tettlement where the faid fhall be employed ; 
and that he mid fhall and will convey, affign, and 
mae over to the faid UnitedCompany, for their foleand proper ufe and 
benefit, all and every fuch gifts or grants of lands, or rents or revenues 
iffuing out of lands, or any fuch territorial poffeffion, jurifdiction, do- 
minion, power, or authority whatfoever ; and alfo account for and pay 
to the faid United Company, for their fole and proper ufe and benefit, 
all and every fuch gifts, rewards, gratuities, allowances, donations, or 
compenfations whatfoever, which, contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of thefe prefents, fhall come to the hands, poffeffion, or power 




















of the faid or any other perfon or perfons in truft for 
him, or for his ufe as aforefaid. IN WIıTNEss whereof, to one part of 
thefe indentures the {aid hath fet his hand and feal, 


and to the other part thereof the faid United Company have caufed their 
common feal to be put, the day and year above written. 


Sealed and delivered (being fir ft 
duly ftamped) in the prefence of 





N° XXXVI. 


Cory of the Indenture of Covenants executed by gentlemen emi- 
grating to India, in the military fervice of the Englifh Eaft India 
Company. 


This Indenture, made the Day of in the 
year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord by the 
Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender 
of the Faith, and {fo forth, and in the year of our Lord one thoufand 
feven hundred and BETWEEN of 
the one part, and the United Company of Merchants of England, trad- 
ing to the Eaft Indies, of the other part: Wuereas the Court of Di- 
rectors for the affairs of the faid United Company have granted a com- 


miflion to the faid appointing him 
in their military forces in the Eaft Indies, Now ruis INDENTURE WiT- 
NESSETH, and the faid in compliance with a refolution 


of a General Court of the faid United Company, and in confideration 
of what he is or fhall be entitled to receive from the faid Company, in 


2 re{pect 
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refpect of his faid fervice, or in refpe&t of any other military ftation or 
employment in which the faid may hereafter be em- 
ployed by the faid United Company, or their Court of Directors, DoT H 
hereby for himfelf, his heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, covenant, 
promife, and agree to and with the faid United Company, that he the faid 

fhall not, nor will atany time or times hereafter during 
his being employed inthe faid Company’s fervice, in any ftation or capa- 
city whatfoever, either by himfelf or by any other perfon or perfons whom- 
foever in truft for him or for his ufe, direétly or indireétly, accept, take, 
or receive, or agree to accept, take, or receive any gift or grant of lands, 
or rents for revenues iffuing out of lands, or any territorial pofleffion, 
jurifdiction, dominion, power, or authority whatfoever, from any of 
the Indian Princes, Sovereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their 
minifters, fervants, or agents, for any fervice or fervices, or upon any 
account or pretence whiatfoever, without the licence or confent of the 
Court of Directors for the time being of the faid United Company, fig- 
nified under their hands; nor fhall or will, at any time or times here- 
after during his being employed in the faid United Company’s fervice, 
in any ftation or capacity whatfoever, either by himfelf or any other 
perfon or perfons whomfoever in truft for him or for his ufe, directly 
or indirectly, accept, take, or receive, or agree to accept, take, or re- 
ceive any gift, reward, gratuity, allowance, donation, or compen- 
fation, in money, effects, jewels, or otherwife howfoever, from any 
of the Indian Princes, Sovereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their 
minifters, fervants, or agents, exceeding the value of four thoufand 
rupees, for any fervice or fervices performed or to be performed by the 
faid in India, or upon any other account or pretence 
whatfoever, without the like licence or confent of the faid Court of Di- 
rećtors of the faid United Company, fignified as aforefaid ; nor any fuch 
reward, gratuity, allowance, donation, or compeníation, exceeding 
the value of oze thoufand rupees, and under the value of four rhoufand 
rupecs, without the licence or confent of the faid Prefident and Council 
for the time being of the prefidency or fettlement where the faid 

fhall be employed; and that he the faid 

fhall and will convey, affign, and make over to the faid United Com- 
pany, for their fole and proper ufe and benefit, all and every fuch gifts 
or grants of lands, or rents or revenues iffuing out of lands, or any 
fiich territorial poffeffion, jurifdiction, dominion, power, or authority 
whatfoever ; and alfo account for and pay to the faid United Company, 
for their fole and proper ufe and benefit, all and every fuch gifts, re- 


wards, gratuities, allowances, donations, or compenfations whatfoever, 
R 2 which. 
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which, contrary to the true intent and meaning of thefe prefents, fhali 
come to the hands, pofleffion, or power of the faid or 
any other perfon or perfons in truft for him, or for his ufe as aforefaid ; 
PRoviDED always, that nothing herein contained fhall hinder or pre- 
vent, or be deemed, taken, or conftrued to hinder or prevent the faid 
from accepting or receiving a fhare or proportion, 
in ref{pect of his military poft or ftation, of any gift, gratuity, or do- 
nation, in money or effects, which any Indian Prince, Sovereign, 
Subah, or Nabob, fhall or may in time of extreme danger, neceffity, or 
emergency, give or beftow on any of the military officers or forces of 
the faid United Company, provided fuch gift, gratuity, or donation be 
with the privity and confent of the Governor and Council of the pre- 
fidency or fettkement where the faid fhall be employed, 
and not otherwife: and provided alfo, that the fame be not obtained 
or exacted by compulfion, or by way of bargain or contrat for any 
fervice or fervices performed or to be performed ; Provipep alfo, that 
no Governor or Prefident of any of the faid United Company’s fettle- 
ments in India fhall, by virtue of his commiffion from the faid United 
Company, be authorized or intitled to accept or receive any part, fhare, 
or proportion of any fuch gift, gratuity, or donation as is mentioned 
in the provifo herein before contained. ANp THIS INDENTURE FURTHER 
WitTNesseTuH, and the faid doth hereby covenant, con- 
fent, and agree, to and with the faid United Company, that in cafe the 
faid fhall be difmiffed the faid United Company’s mili- 
tary fervice, by fentence of court-martial, or by a refolution or order 
of the Company’s Prefident and Council of fuch fettlement where the 
faid {hall ferve or be, or if the faid 
{hall otherwife legally quit the faid Company’s military fervice, that then, 
and in any or either of the faid cafes, it fhall be lawful to and for the 
faid United Company’s faid Prefident and Council, at any time after the 
expiration of fix calendar months next following fuch difmiffion from 
or quitting the faid Company’s military fervice as aforefaid, zo carry 
and tranfport the faid at the expence of the faid Com- 
pany to Great Britain, in fuch fhip employed in the faid Company’s fer- 
vice as the faid Prefident and Council fhall for that purpofe appoint, 
And in cafe the faid fhall neglect or refufe to repair 
or go on board fuch fhip as aforefaid, by the {pace of zen days after 
notice fhall be given him fo to do, by order of the faid Prefident and 
Council, then and in fuch cafe, it {hall be lawful for the faid Prefident 
and Council, and they are hereby fully authorized and empowered to caufe 
the faid to be apprehended and detained, and to put hin 
O71 
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on board fuch fhip as aforefaid, for the purpofe of being carried and tranf- 
ported to Great Britain, fo neverthelefs, that no unneceflary delay be 
fought, nor any fit occafion or opportunity loft, in fo detaining or 
putting on board the faid And further, in cafe of fuch 
apprehending, putting on board, and tranfporting the faid 

in manner aforefaid, the faid doth hereby 
covenant, promife, and agree, to and with the faid United Company, 
that he the faid his executors or adminiftrators, fhalt 
not nor will commence, fue, or profecute the faid United Company, or their 
Court of Diredtors, or any of their Prefidents and Council, Commanders or 
Officers of any fuch fhips, or any other perfon employed in any of the 
matters aforefaid, in or by any action, fuit, or other profecution, civil 
or criminal, in refpect of fuch apprehending him the faid 
or of putting him on board and tranfporting him the faid 

to Great Britain, in manner aforefaid. And in cafe any fuch 
action, fuit, or profecntion fhall be commenced, fued, or profecuted, 
for any of the matters aforefaid, the faid doth hereby 
covenant and agree, to and with the faid Company, that the general 
iffue may be pleaded, and this prefent indenture, or any other [pecial mat- 
ter, may be given in evidence, by any of the defendants in any fuch 
fuit, action, or profecution, in bar, difcharge, and defence thereof; 
any thing in thefe prefents contained to the contrary thereof in any- 
wife notwithftanding. In Witnefs whereof, to one part of this inden- 
ture the faid hath put his hand and feal, and to the 
other part thereof the faid United Company have caufed their common 
feal to be affixed, the day and year above-written. 


Sealed and delivered (being firft 
duly flamped_) in the prefence of 





N° XXXVII. 


Cory of a Letter from Francis Sykes, Efquire, Refident at the Dur- 
bar, to the Secret Committee at Calcutta. Dated the 24th July 
1705. 


<< To William Brightwell Sumner, Efquire, &c. Gentlemen of the 
Select Committee. 
< GENTLEMEN, 
« By the great, fudden fall of rain, and the rapidity of the river, I 
“ have been prevented from arriving here till yefterday : I fhall di- 
2. « retily 
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rectly proceed on my bufinefs with all poffible difpatch, and you may 
depend upon it, that nothing fhall be wanting on my part to finifh 
the affairs which I am commiffioned on, as well as any others which 
may fall to my management during my ftay here, to the entire 
fatisfaction of the Committee. 


“< I have had the pleafure to receive feveral letters from Lord Clive 
fince I left Calcutta, wherein his Lordfhip reprefents to me the in- 
conveniencies and difficulties the prefent minifters find in carrying 
on the affairs of the government; owing to the Nabob’s ignorance, 
and his being totally unacquainted with any kind of bufinefs what- 
ever; and to obviate and effectually remove an evil of fo dangerous 
a tendency, his Lordfhip recommends to me to endeavour to get 
the Nabob to throw the management of affairs entirely into the hands of 
the minifiers now in power; to make over all the revenues arifing 
from the fubahfhip, in order to enable us to pay the expences of the 
army, difcharge the demands for reftitution, army, &c. and for an 
annual ftipend tothe King, with other contingent expences, in con- 
fideration of our paying him a fum of about fifty lacks per annum, 
for his Horfe, Seapoys, Begum, Brother’s Zenana, Houfehold charges, 
and every other expence which may attend himfelf, provided this 
affair be /andified by a Sunnud from the King. ‘This undoubtedly 
will be a grand point: and to obtain it, I fhall certainly exert my 
endeavours, as I efteem it to be equally for the Nabob’s eafe and our 
own intereft ; for it is certain the {hare of influence we enjoy in thefe 
provinces, however great in appearance, does not carry with it thofe 
real advantages and weighty effe&s which are neceflary, not to leave 
that power in danger of being difputed, and failing us at a time 
when the Company is in moft want of it; befides, it will be at- 
tended with many further good confequences, particularly that of 
effectually putting a ftop to that diffipation of revenues which hath 
reduced the Nabob, the Company, and the country, fo frequently to 
a diftrefled condition. 


‘< I am getting an account of the Nabob’s immediate expences, in 
order to be able the better to judge what ftipend wili be mofi fuitable 
to his rank and dignity, and our honour and credit. 


“ Mr. Sumner having informed me, that there was a deficiency in 
the Money paid by the Nabob into our treafury, of about rupees 


40,562 2 annas, I therefore acquaint you, that an order was fent 
« the 
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*¢ the day before yefterday for the payment of it, which I hope by this 
“ time is come fafe to hand. 


* 
& 


“< Tam, with the greateft refpect, 
“© GENTLEMEN, 


< Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 


s * Moradbaug, the 24th =. 
« July 1765. (Signed) FRANCIS SYKES. 





N° XXXVIII. 


Copy of a Letter from Francis Sykes, Efquire, Refident at the Dur- 
bar, to the Secret Committee at Calcutta. Dated the 28th July 


1765. 


“< To William Brightwell Sumner, Efquire, &c. Gentlemen of the 
Seleét Committee. 


e GENTLEMEN, 


‘ Ihave had the pleafure to receive your favour as late as only four 
days ago, inclofing the plan for carrying on the trade of falt, betle- 
nut, and tobacco, accompanied by feveral queftions which required 
to be anfwered by each member of the Select Committee feverally, in 
order to collect their fentiments, to enable you to proceed agreeably 
thereto. 

‘“ Having replied to each query in a feparate paper, leaves me very 
little to fay here on the fubjeé&t. I have included the colonels and 
lieutenant-colonels in the plan, more from a defire of removing every 


‘ fpark of envy, and fhewing our difintereftedne/s in money matters, 


which certainly ought to be confidered in a plan fo extenfive as this, 
more than from any claim of real right ; for as the Company’s cove- 
nanted fervants only are intitled to duftucks, they certainly can be 
the only perfons intitled to a fhare in this trade ; but I look upon this 
as fo great an object, that we can, without impropriety, make a vo- 
luntary tender to thefe gentlemen, who are excluded from receiving 
prefents, as well as the Company’s covenanted fervants. 


* One of the Nabob’s gardens near Murfhedabad. 
«© As 
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“ As it is uncertain what number of majors we may have upon this 
eítablifhment, I think, for that reafon, it is not proper to include 
them, and likewife as they may be too numerous a body. 

‘< I now inclofe you the Nabob’s perwanahs, &c. amounting to one 
hundred and fix, which will enable you immediately to enter upon 
the contratts. I have been very particular in collecting the number 
of zemindars whofe countries produce any falt, and think thofe I 
have fent you will be fufficient for the falt-works dependent on the 
Fowzdar of Hoogly, as well as for thofe which are to be under the 
management of the gentlemen of Dacca and Chittigong. You will 
find that the zemindars are entirely put under our authority, and 
are to comply with fuch regulations as you fhall think proper to 
eftablifh. 

‘ I can with pleafure inform you, that I have completed the bufi- 
nefs which was fo earneftly recommended to me by Lord Clive. The 
Nabob, after fully explaining to him the many advantages that would 
arife to the public, and how much he would be embarrafled from his 
little knowledge in affairs of fo much confequence, has, after mature 
confideration, agreed to accept ofa ftipend of Sicca rupees, 5,386,161 
per annum: and will, in confequence of fuch agreement, throw all 
the affairs of the government into the hands of Mahomed Reza Cawn, 
Doolubram, and fuggut Seat, the minifters appointed by Us; and make 
over the management and revenue of the Subahdary for the payment 
of the forces, reftitution, and other purpofes mentioned in Lord 
Clive’s letter of the 11th inftant, provided the fame be duly autho- 
rized and confirmed by the King. He was indeed /o fully perfuaded 
of the expediency of the meafures propofed, that he would have ac- 
cepted of fifty lacks: but on perceiving how clofely he was tied up 
relative to the allowance made him for his * Affwary, Emaumbarry 
expences, Zenana, and other articles, I thought the credit of the Com- 
mittee required that his allowance fhould be enlarged; particularly 
when I confidered what a glorious opportunity he gives us of eftablifh- 
ing anew fyfiem of government, which, if properly adopted, regu- 
lated, and purfued with fteadinefs and firmnefs, bids faireft for fettling 
that tranquillity in the three provinces which has been fo long want- 
ing, and confeffed fo effential for the good of the country, the Na- 
bob’s eafe, and the profperity of the Company. This profpect, I 
own, appears to me to be of no lefs importance to our honourable 
employers, than that of eftablifhing them in this kingdom beyond 








* ‘The retinue maintained for parade; the expences incurred at his mofques in religious matters, 


and the charges of his feraglio. 
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the attempts of any enemy whatever; and fecuring fuch real and 
folid advantages as, from our influence, we have a right to expect, 
and which muft in a fhort time render the company the greateft and 
moit potent commercial body in the wortd. But an effential prel- 
minary towards eftablifhing this plan will be, to fecure the dewan- 
nee, which, though formerly a very diftinct office, is now become 
fo dependent on the fubahdary, that they cannot with any propriety 
be in two different interefts. ‘This can be very eafily fecured by 
Lord Clive; and I make no doubt but it will, on a reprefentation 
from the Committee to his Lordfhip on the fubjeét. In the courfe of 
regulating this bufinefs with the Nabob, I have had the greatett at- 
tention to every part of his family, to prevent their receiving any ill 
treatment, or bad ufage from him; their allowance I have fettled as 
follows 3; viz. 


Rupees per month, 


To Seyf al Dowlah - - - - - 7000 
Mobarek al Dowlah - - - - 5000 
Meran’s fon ~ - ~ 5000 
The Begum and her fainily - - - 6000 


‘¢ Thefe fums, though much more than what has been hitherto ex- 
pended on their account, yet it is neither for our honour or credit 
to deprive them of a Jupport in life fuitable to their rank and digitity. 
I have, for the better fecuring thefe fums to them, got Mahomed 
Reza Khawn, Doolubram, and Juggut Scat, to take upon them the 
charge of this money, to pay it monthly, or as fhall be moft agree- 
able to them to receive it. Thefe three perfons are likewife to have 
the payment of all the Nabob’s feapoys, horfe, fervants, &c. which 
he very readily and with pleafure confented to. 
‘s Nothing now remains to finifh this grand point entirely, but the 
obtaining a funnud from rhe King, and the executing the obligation 
which is neceflary to pafs between the Company and the Nabob; 
but I {hall defer this, until I have your’s as well as his Lordfhip’s 
authority for fo doing. 
<¢ Since my arrival, I have been extremely watchful over the actions 
of Mahomed Reza Khawn, Doolubram, and Juggut Seat, that I 
might be able to form fome judgment how the regulations which were 
lately made for the adminiftration of the government were executed; 
and can with much {fatisfaction inform you, that I think every one 
acts with the greateft affiduity in his own oflice, without aiming 
` = at 
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at any encroachment on the partition of authority we judged necef 
fary for the fecurity of the prefent eftablifhment. Whatever attempts 
might have been made on the balance of power by Doolubram, I am 
convinced he is very fenfible of his error, and will give no caufe for 
any further complaints. There is at prefent the greateft harmony 
and cordiality fubfifting between the Nabob and his minifters, as 
well as between the minifters themfelves, that the beft of confe- 
quences is to be expected from it, and we may hope a continuance 
of it by a little attention only in the gentleman who refides at the 
Durbar. The Nabob is extremely polite, and very TRACTABLE. I 
cannot conclude this fubject without mentioning to you, Gentlemen, 
the very extraordinary afliduity and care of Mahomed Reza Khawn 
for the good of the Company and the country; and from his inde- 
fatigablenefs, joined with a principle of honour and integrity, we 
may expect affairs foon reduced into good form and order; a thing: 
fo much to be coveted. 

‘* In three or four days time I hope to be able to fend you about two 
lacks of rupees, but expect little or nothing more: but I muft re- 
queft that a tender of this money may be made the merchants as foon 
as the Company is in cafh, and their affairs will admit of its return r 
having given my word that this circumftance will be complied with ; 
as I fhould not otherwife have been able to obtain it, unlefs I had made 
ufe of FORCE, a method which ought to be avoided. 


** Tam, with the greateft refpect, 
** GENTLEMEN, 


‘s Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 


‘ Moradbaug, th h : | 
ji July Ta 6 52? öt (Signed) FRANCIS SYKES.” 
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N? XAXA. 


Copy of a Letter from Francis Sykes, Efquire, Refident at rhe Dur- 
bar, to the Secret Committee at Calcutta. Dated the 31{t October 
T7765. 


s To the Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prefident and Governor, 
‘sc and the Gentlemen of the Select Committee. 


< My Lorp and GENTLEMEN, 


** Inclofed I fend you a ftatement ofthe Bahar revenues, as fixed for 
this year ; with a particular account of fuch parts as are affigned over 
for the payment of the jagueers which have been granted by royal 
authority, and whofe names I alfo particularize. 

** After a {crutiny into feveral years accounts, I find very little has 
been really brought to the credit of the Nizamut, even in the moft 
peaceable times; but in Meer Jaffier’s it has been a very heavy ex- 
pence to him; little or nothing, I find, being collected even to fup- 
port a part of the charges attending it. By the beft accounts that I 
can learn, we fhall hardly come up to the prefent ftatement, though 
I thought it would be better not to rate it lower this year, and the 
next we might with more propriety judge of it’s real value. The 
expence in Ramnarain’s, as well as in the prefent Nabob Itraam al 
Dowlah’s time, has been charged at 2,153,934--2--I0, as you will 
obferve by the account I now inclofe you. I have examined very 
narrowly into every article, and have, with the affiftance of Ma- 
homed Reza Khawn, reduced the expence to rupees 750,920, though 
{till great and heavy; yet the minifters declare to me, that there is 
no fuperfluous expence in that fum; that it will require the full 
number of people mentioned to collect the revenues properly, and 
pay the different contingent expences which muft neceflarily happen 
in fo extenfive a country. 

“ Mahomed Reza Khawn, Doolubram, &c. would, with your con- 
fent, adopt the following plan. Nabob Itraam al Dowlah to return 
to his ftation: Dirgenarain to remain alio; and two overfeers on the 
part of the Company, and one on that of the minifters of the govern- 
ment, to remain, not only as checks on their actions, but to enable 
them to proceed in the collections with the greater alacrity. Had 
not our connections with the brothers of the above-mentioned per- 
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fons made it neceffary to give them our countenance, and a proper 
influence in the country, I fhould be entirely for having a new claf 
of people of lefs confequence, more active, and their expences con- 
fiderably leis, to manage the affairs of that province ; and who would 
be more inclinable to obey any orders they might receive from hence 
than they have lately fhewed. Whatever arrangements you may think 
proper to make, the fooner it is concluded on the better; as every 
thing is at an entire flop, nor can the minifiers procure any fatisfadory 
anfwer, fo as to inform themfelves of the progrefs that has been made 
in the rents. 
‘ In the account of jagueers and charity-lands, which I now forward 
to your Lordfhip, &c. amounting to 2,018,714--10--o there will 
be (in confequence of our late agreement) that which the Nabob 
had, amounting to 902,960--8--15, to be brought to the Company's 
credit, alfo the Jum of 290,707--%4--0 which has been kept up under 
the head of jagueeis, and has been an impofition, as no perfon can 
claim it, or any part thereof, either by an authority of royal fun- 
nuds, or asa gift of the Nabob’s; fo that it muft be a fraud in thofe 
who had the management of affairs. The fum allowed for charity 
is bulky ; and I make no doubt, if it was in my power to enquire 
into that article, we fhould find the greateft part mifapplied. 
‘< Ihave been greatly retarded in fending you the inclofed accounts 
by the many impofitions the Patna Mutfeddees, Congoes, &c. wanted 
to have continued and confirmed ; not only in the value of the pro- 
vince and in the account of expences, but in the amount of each 
perfon’s jagueer ; many of whom had charged more than their fun- 
nuds intitled them to receive, in expectations that no inquiry would 
be made into their right. In fhort, an entire reformation wants to 
be made, fooner or later, which if you fhould not have done now, I 
would recommend its taking place in April next, when the Poonea is 
made, and the value of each Purzunnah is fixed, or as foon as you 
think it will be moft confiftent with the plan of government you are 
defirous of forming. 
“ A regular and proper mode once fixed on, and men of activity, 
fteadinefs, and integrity employed in the management of the collec- 
tions, who will pay a proper attention to the frontier provinces, I 
am confident, that the province of Bahar will then yteld very little 
fhort of one crore of rupees. The jagueers and charity-lands ftand at 
the old rents, or at what they paid many years ago. ‘They will cer- 
tainly now produce double the amount, and in point of right, the fur- 
plus, whatever it may be, exceeding the amount which the finnuds 
3 ‘e intitle 
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intitle the proprietors to, ought to be brought to the credit of the 
Company. Before I have done with this fubject it will be neceflary 
to mention, that Shetabroy, as King’s Dewan, has the department of 
the Khalfah * ; wherein not only revenues, but duties arifing to the 
government yearly, the amount not inconfiderable, ought to be 
added to this account. I have applied not only to Itraam al Dow- 
lah, but to the Patna Mutfeddees, all of whom decline giving me 
any account of the fame, referring me to Shetabroy for them. As 
this gentleman is now in Calcutta, you will be beft able to adjuft 
this matter with him. 

“< The duties arifing from the Punchuttrah office at Murfhedabad, 
only a few years ago, amounted to rupees 384,000. I find there is 
now exifting fcarcely any thing more than the name. I have ac- 
cordingly got Mahomed Reza Khawn, &c. to appoint a perfon of 
integrity and atliduity to infpect into the Daroga’s proceedings, and 
keep an exact account of the duties arifing to the government, as has 
been for many years eftablifhed. The like regulations I have defired 
might take place in the 'Fankfallf, where abufes appear equally 
great. 

‘<< I find it will be abfolutely neceflary fome regulations fhould be 
fixed on for the government of the Chokeys all over the country, for 
which purpofe I have got Mahomed Reza Khawn to write to the 
Fowzdars and Zemindars of the different pravinces, for an exact ac- 
count of all the Chokeys now kept up, that a proper arrangement 
may be made, and a few confiderable ones eftablifhed in the moft 
convenient parts of the country ; which will anfwer the purpofe 
much more effectually than the fuperfluous number that do now exitft, 
which have in fome degree only {erved to fubvert the true intent for 
which they were ordered, and throwing a number of difficulties in 
the way of trade in general. 

‘< Fraud and villainy appears to have been carried to fo great a 
height in every department, that f am no longer furprized that the 
Nabohs of late have been fo much diftrefled in their government. 
A total change, by degrecs, muft be made; and it can only be by 
degrees brought about, without great difturbance and murmuring 
all over the country. J am exerting my utmoft endeavours for that 
purpofe: but have to ftruggle with every difficulty that can be 
thrown in my way by minifters, Mutfeddees, C ngoes, &c. and 
their dependents. Yet witha proper fupport from you, I make not 
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* The Dawks, or Poftmen, when employed by the Kin were fupported by the countries 
through which they paffed, i y E> PP y 


+ A garden of the Nabob’s, near the city of Murfhedabad. 


the leaft doubt, in time, but I fhall accomplifh your moft fanguine 


| expectations. 


‘* Reprefentations of late have been made to me by the Zemindars 
of different villages, that the King is fixing Dawks* from Illa- 
habad to this place and Calcutta; that it will be a very great 
burthen to the inhabitants in many parts of the country, if they 
are under a necefflity of fupporting them with the ufual necefla- 
ries, having already both the Company’s and the Nabob’s Dawks 
to provide for, and requeft they may be relieved from fo heavy 
a grievance. 

‘“ Inclofed I fend you a letter which I have received from Captain 
M*‘Pherfon, reprefenting the hardfhip he has laboured under fince 
his being ordered on the Moradbaug: eftablifhment, in being de- 


= prived the receiving of any batta, notwithftanding a detachment 


at Coffimbazar has been allowed it. I requeft your Lordfhip, &c. 
will take his cafe into confideration: and fhould it not be inconfiftent 
with the rules and regulations then eftablifhed, I defire you will 
order him to receive at leaft half batta, agreeably to what was al- 
lowed the Coffimbazar detachment, as an hundred and twenty rupees 
has been the only fum he has had to live on fince his refidence there. 


“ Tam, with great refpect, 
‘“ My Lorp and GENTLEMEN, 
‘ Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 


(Signed)  « FRANCIS SYKES.” 
ce T Mootejil, the 31ft Oc- 
 tover i765." 
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N° XL. 


Copy of a Letter from Francis Sykes, Efquire, Refident at the Durbar, 
to the Secret Committee at Calcutta. Dated the 17th Nov. 1765. 


“ To the Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prefident and Governor, 
“< and the Gentlemen of the Seleét Committee. 


< My Lorp and GENTLEMEN, 


“ Your Lordfhip’s, &c. favours of the 5th and th inftant I have 
received. 
“< Inclofed I fend you an account of the revenues, as concluded 
on with the Fowzdars, Zemindars, &c. for the prefent year 1765, 
amounting to 16,029,016--10--2 rupees, charges included; with an 
account of what has been already collected, how it has been dif 
burfed to the laft of Rubby al sany, or the 16th October, in order that 
you may have a true and exatt ftate of affairs of this province to that 
time: and fhall from henceforward fend you a monthly treafury ac- 
count, that you may be acquainted regularly with the ftate of the 
treafury here. 
“ On my arrival here, I found that the revenues arifing from the 
different provinces and purgunnahs which compofe Bengal had been 
rated, though not finally concluded with the different officers of the 
government. In examining into this bufinefs, and by comparing 
the value of the different diftricts of the country with what they were 
rated at in Allaverdy Khawn’s time, Serajah al Dowlah’s, Meer 
Jaffier’s, &c. I found many fell greatly fhort of what they had pro- 
duced, taking the medium of feveral years. Itherefore defired that 
this important matter might be reconfidered ; and after a few days at- 
tention to this particular, I have the fatisfaction to inclofe you a ftate- 
ment, which, I make no doubt, will meet with your approbation. In 
this agreement I have aimed at a certain equitable and juft valuation 
between the proprietor and the tenant, without fubjecting ourfelves 
to any juft imputation of feverity: and though I do not find that 
Bengal alone ever produced to the Nabob the amount as appears by 
the neat balance, except in the time of Coffim Ally Khawn, yet I am 
confident, with good management, we may reafonably expect an 
increafe, without the leaft oppreffion to the farmers or tenants. Some 
2 ‘* degree 


éé 
€E 
eK 
ae 
ce 


66 


íe 
é% 
eg 
é 
ce 
ae 
(Z4 
ee 
ès 
eg 
Ec 
(Es 
ee 
cc 
ec 


ÈE 
ee 
€c 
ec 
dE 
sé 
dé 
és 
as 
€¢ 
íí 





= 
> 


144 APPENDIX 


degree of rigour may be neceflary this year, to roufe the Zemindars 
and collećtors from that lethargy which they have been in, and con- 
vince them we are determined to put a ftop to the fcandalous prac- 
tices {o frequently committed all over India, and that the welfare of 
the Nabob and our employers is our objec, by receiving the juft revenues 
due to the government. 

‘< Tfliall exert myfelf to the utmoft of my power, to have the full 
amount of ficca rupees I 5,004,887—2--5 regularly and properly col- 
lected. Fifty lacks of which I flatter myfelf I fhall have in the trea- 
fury by the rith of February, which includes the December pay- 
ments; as, by an eftablifhed cuftom, a month’s credit is always 
given. Should it fo happen that I am difappointed in my expecta- 
tions, I requeft your Lordthip, &c. will not impute it to any neg- 
lect, or fault on my part, but to the confequence of a number of 
circumftances entirely independent of nic, which a bufinefs of this 
nature is ever liable to. I moft heartily wifh fome method could be 
taken to prevent the gentlemen, civil as well as military, from fend- 
ing for the different officers * of the government on every frivolous 
pretence, by which the collections are greatly impeded: and owing 
to the diftance fuch circumflantes happen from me, I find it a moft 
difficult matter to be a proper judge, whether they are acting in 
virtue of their ftation, or in open violence to your orders. 

‘¢ ‘The expences of mohurrees, pikes, fervants, burkandazes, roads, 
charity, with other contingent articles attending the collections, 
amounting to rupees 1,024,129--71--7, are large and enormous, not- 
withftanding I have retrenched them above one half. Yet I cannot 
with any propriety attempt to reduce them lower this year, parti- 
cularly as the minifters declare they are not only reafonable, but in- 
difpenfably neceflary. However, as I get a greater infight into the 
nature of thefe charges, and the collections in general, I fhall be 
better able to judge what are fuperfluous, and what not fo: and 
every regulation and plan of cconomy, in order to reduce this ar- 
ticle, fhall always cagerly be embraced and forwarded to your Lord- 
fhip, &c. as expeditioufly as poffible. 


* This alludes to a praétice very common, of Englith gentlemen, when travelling up the country, 


fending to the Zemindars for provifions and Bearers for their palanqueens, &c. the amount of 
which the Zem dar inferted among the charges of the collection, or elfe levied it upon the ryots, 
or farmers. In ancient times the Emperor’s officers were always fo complimented when travelling, 
by the Zemindars, on the road. Since the Englifh Company became the Sovereigns, their fervants, 
civil and military, have been looked on in the fame light, and being very numerous, the frequency 
of fuch applications was become troublefome and oppreffive. 
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< Your Lordfhip, &c. will obferve in the account of revenues, a 
number of purgunnahs which have no charges annexed to them, This 
is owing to the Zemindar letting them on a leafe for three or four 
years; and the expences which are allowed under the head of Nan- 
car, &c. by agreement, is given up to the Zemindar, and the tenant 
is to have, for his profits, whatever he can colleét above the fum fti- 
pulated to be paid to government. By this means it will always be 
difficult to obtain the true value of the lands, and itis an evil which 
muft be rectified. 

‘< I have fupplied the factories of Coffimbazar and Dacca with cafh 
for the ufe of their inveftments, agreeable to your Lordfhip’s, &c. or- 
ders; the former with three lack of ficcas rupees, and the latter with 
one of arcots: and to-morrow morning fhall fend you down, under 
the care of a party of feapoys, fix lacks. 

s I have had much difficulty in procuring an account of the receipts 
and difburfements made this year, and delayed fending you the 
account of the revenues, in expectation of forwarding you this at 
the fame time: but though I have now drawn it out, I find fo many 
articles neceflary to be explained, and fo many inaccuracies appear- 
ing, that I am ítill obliged to poftpone forwarding it, till it can be 
thrown into a form which will meet with your approbation. 

‘‘ Furrock-Baug, one of the Nabob’s garden-houfes, being greatly 
out of repair, and one of the rooms already fallen in, the minifters 
would be glad of your permiffion to lay out a {mall fum of money on that 
building, to prevent its becoming an entire ruin. 


= Lan, 
« with the greateft refpect, 
‘¢ My Lord and Gentlemen, 


« Your moft humble fervant, 


*© Mootejil, the 17th . m +9 
«© Nov. 1765.” (Signed) F. SYKES. 
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No XLI, 


Copy of a Letter from the Right Honourable Rodert Lord Clive to 
the Direfors of the Eaft India Company. Dated, Berkeley-fquare, 
the 27th April 1764. 





To the Honourable the Court of Direétors for affairs of the United 
Company of Merchants of England, trading to the Eaft Indies. 


& GENTLEMEN, 


‘< In obedience to your commands, I now tranfmit the purport of 
what I had the honour to reprefent to you by word of mouth at the 
laft Court of Directors, with fome other particulars which flipped 
my memory at that time. 

‘« Having taken into confideration your letter fent me by the fecre- 
tary, as alfo the requeft of the General Court of Proprietors, I think 
myfelf bound in honour to accept of the charge of your affairs in 
Bengal, provided you will co-operate with and affift me in fuch man- 
ner, that I may be able to anfwer the expectations and intentions of 
the General Court. 

«< As an individual, I can have no temptation to undertake this ar- 
duous tafk ; and nothing but the defire I have to be ufeful to my 
country, and to manifeft my gratitude to this Company, could make 
me embark in this fervice, attended as it is with fo many inconve- 
niencies to myfelf and to my family. I cannot avoid acknowledg- 
ing, that I quit my native country with fome degree of regret and 
diffidence, on leaving behind me (as I certainly do) a very divided 
and diftracted direction, at a time when unanimity is more than ever 
requifite for the carrying into execution fuch plans as are abfolutely 
neceflary to the well-being of the Company. 

** I fhall now enter into a fhort difcuffion of your political, com- 
mercial, and military affairs in Bengal, without fearching into the 
caufes of the unhappy revolution in favour of Coffim Ally Khawn. 
I fhall only remark, that if the fame plan of politics had been pur- 
fucd after he was placed on the throne, as that which I had obferved 
towards his predeceffor, he might with great eafe have remained 
there to this day, without having it in his power to injure either him- 
felf or the Company in the manner he has lately done. 


Cc g” 
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« Indeed Mr. Vanfittart’s ideas in politics have differed fo widely 
from mine, that either the one or the other muft have been totally in 
the wrong. Soon after Coffim Ally Khawn was raifed to his new 
dignity, he was fuffered to retire to a very great diftance from his 
capital, that our influence might be felt and dreaded as little as pof- 
fible by him. He was fuffered to difimifs all thofe old officers who 
had any connection with, or dependence upcn us; and what was 
the worft of all, our faithful friend and ally, Ramnarain, the Nabob 
of Patna, was given up: the doctrine of the Subah’s independency 
was adopted, and every method was put in practice to confirm him 
in it. We need not feek for other caufes of the war, for it is now 
fome time that things have been carried to fuch lengths abroad, that 
either the princes of the country muft in a great meafure be depend- 
ent on us, or we totally fo on them. 

« That the public and continued difapprobation of Coffim Ally’s ad- 
vancement to the government, exprefled by the gentlemen of Cal- 
cutta, increafed the Nabob’s jealoufies, is moft true ; and that it was 
the duty of every one, after the revolution was once effected, to 
concur heartily in every meafure to fupport it, cannot be denied. 
It is likewife true, that the encroachments made upon the Nabol’s 
prefcriptive rights by the Governor and Council, and the reft of the 


fervants trading in the articles of falt, beetle, and tobacco, together 


with the power given by Mr. Vanfittart to fubject cur gomaflahs, or 
agents, to the jurifdiction and infpection of the country government, 
all concurred to haften and bring on the late troubles; but ftill the 
ground-work of the whole was the Nabob’s independency. It is im- 
poflible to rely upon the moderation and juftice of muffulmen. Strict 
and impartial juitice fhould ever be obterved, but let that juftice 
come from ourtfelves. The trading therefore in falt, beetle, and to- 
bacco, having been one caufe of the prefent difputes, I hope thefe articles 
will be reftored to the Nabob, and your fervants abfolutely forbid to trade 
iz them. This will be ftriking art the root of the evil. 
« The prohibition of duftucks to your junior fervants will, I hope, 
tend to reftore that ceconomy which is fo neceflary in your fervice: 
indeed if fome method be not thought of, and your Council do not 
heartily co-operate with your Governor fe prevent the fudden acqui- 
fition of fortunes, which have taken place of late, the Company’s af- 
fairs muft greatly fuffer. What power it may be proper to inveft me 
with, ze remedy thofe great and growing evils, will merit your ferious 
confiderauon. As a m aus to alleviate, in fome meature, the dif- 
{fatisfaction that fuch reftri€tions upon the commercial advantages of 
a @ < your 
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your fervants may occafion in them, 7¢ is my full intention not to en- 
gage in any kind of trade myfelf; fo that they will divide amongft them 
what ufed to be the governor’s portion of commercial advantages, 
which was always very confiderable. 
«© As my experience in military matters hath arifen from many years 
practice, I hope what I have to lay before you on this fubject, will have 
that attention paid toit which [ardently wifh it may, forthe good of the 
Company. I would propofe that you fhould always have in Bengal, 
four, or at leaft three thoufand Europeans, to confift of three bat- 
talions of feven hundred each; four companies of artillery, of one 
hundred each, and five hundred light-horfe. Your forces have done 
great things, and gained great honour, but much is {till wanting to 
bring them to that due obedience and fubordination which is con- 
fiflent with the true intereft of the fervice. Whilft fo many of his 
Majefty’s forces were abroad, and fo few of your own, two or three 
field officers in your fervice might anfwer the purpofe. But now 
that his Majefty’s troops are recalled, you fhould immediately endea- 
vour to fupply the deficiency. I would therefore recommend the 
appointing three field oflicers to every battalion, a Colonel, Lieu- 
tenant-colonel, and Major: and the officers I would chufe to com- 
mand the battalions, fhould be Major Carnac, Captain Richard Smith, 
and Major Prefton. You have already done juftice to Major Carnac’s 
character, by reinftating him in the command of your forces in Ben- 
gal, and by acknowledging his fervices in the moft public manner. 
This gentleman will, I flatter myfelf, {tand as high in your efteem as 
Brigadier General Callaud, and will, I hope, have the fame rank 
and appointments. ‘The military merits of the other two gentlemen 
you are likewife well acquainted with, having both received from 
the Court marks of approbation for their diftinguifhed fervices. To 
command your artillery, I would recommend Sir Robert Barker ; 
whofe abilities in that department have been exceeded by no officer 
that ever was in your fevice. Your feapoys are already commanded 
by Major Knox, whofe merits I could wiih to have rewarded witha 
Lietenant-colonel’s commiffion. Your horfe, when raifed, fhould 
be commanded by a Lieutenant-colonel, or Major. I have very {trong 
reafons to wifh this idea of regimenting your troops may take place; 
for without fuch a fubordination I {hall not be able to enforce your 
orders for the redućtion of your military cxpences; which have been 
a conftant dead weight, and have fwallowed up your revenucs. 
< Tcould wifh, that whatever emoluments are unavoidable may fall 
to thofe few, who by having becn long, are high in your fervice, 
= whether 
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whether civil or military. Thus will the expence be {carce felt by the 
Company, in comparifon to what it is at prefent, when for want of 
due fubordination every one thinks himfelf entitled to every advan- 
tage: and the juniors in your fervice will be excited to exert them- 
felves, from a certain knowlege that application and abilities only 
can reftore them to their native country, with fortunes honourably 
acquired. 

‘* Before l leave the fubject of military affairs, I fhall take the liberty 
to recommend to your confideration my ideas concerning the pre- 
fent method of levying your troops in England. It is certain, at 
prefent, this branch is very irregularly conducted, little regard is 
had to the choice of the men; they arrive in India undifciplined, and 
in cafe of fudden emergencies, which may require a number to be im- 
mediately difpatched to India, there are none ready to fend ; for al- 
though this has fortunately not been the cafe fince the conclufion of 
the peace, the facility of getting men has arifen from the numbers 
lately difmiffed from his Majefty’s fervice, but the fame difficulties as 
ever will very fhortly commence again, as foon as thefe difbanded 
troops have betaken themfelves to other employments. I would 
therefore fuggeft, that the Company fhould apply to his Majefty for 
permiffion to maintain two battalions of 500 men each in England: 
of which the whole, or any part, with the proper officers, may be 
ready to be fhipped at a moment’s warning. Juftice to the character 
of two officers who have rendered the Company moft important fer- 
vices, alone induces me to recommend that you fhould pay the com- 
pliment of the command of the battalions to Colonel Coote and Co- 
lonel Ford. Although there may appear at firft fight fome difficulties 
in the executive plan; yet, as I do not doubt of the concurrence of 
the adminiftration to any propofals effentially neceflary to the Com- 
pany’s intereft, I imagine they will give their affiftance to fo falutary 
a meature. 

< ‘The heart-burnings and difputes which feem to have fpread and 
over-run your fettlement of Calcutta, arofe, I much fear, originally 


from your appointment of Mr. Vanfittart to the government of Bengal 
from another fettlement, although his promotion was the effect of 


my recommendation. The appointment therefore of Mr. Spencer 
from Bombay can only tend to inflame thefe diffenfions, and to deftroy all 
thofe advantages which the Company can only expect to reap from 
harmony and unanimity amongit their fervants abroad. The refigna- 
tions of Mefi. Verelft, Cartier, and many others of the fenior fervants, 


s which 


150 A PPE 





ATI 
45 
k 
~ J \ 
= s : 
5 4 z | 
> 
J 
Are 


i py x 


which muft be the confequence of Mr. Spencer’s appointment, will 
deprive me of thole very gentlemen on whole athftance 1 depend for 
re-eftablifhing your affairs in Bengal. Mr. Sumner has alrcady come 
under your confideration, as a fit perfon to fucceed Mr. Vanfittart : 
and on my being propofed to take upon me the government, has de- 
fired to accompany me as fecoud in council. In juftice to Mr. Sum- 
ner’s merit, I muft fay, that I think him a very capable fervant of the 
Company’s, and one who I am perfuaded will co-operate with me, 
to the utmott of his abilities, for the good of the fervice. Nor would 
I wifh him to go abroad with me, were I not convinced I fhould be 
able to place him in that degree of confidence and good-will with 
Jaffer Ally Khawn as will certainly be necefflary in a perfon deftined 
to be my fucceffor. 
«< I hope, before I conclude, you will be perfuaded that I can have 
no interefted views in going abroad. I donot mean to reflect on thofe 
who thought proper to reward and diftinguifh Mr. Vanfittart fo re- 
markably, by adding to the ufual allowances of the Governor two 
and an half per cent. upon the Company’s territorial poffeffions, which 
made the whole of his appointments more than 20,000l. a year. I 
fhall only fay, I think fuch appointments too great a burthen on the 
Company’s eftate; and leave it to you, gentlemen, to make me what- 
ever allowance you may think confiftent with my ftation. 
‘ I need not repeat the nature of my pretenfions to the jagueer: the 
late revolutions in favour of Meer Jafhier, and the inftru@ious I have 
ent to my attornies, in confequence of your ftopping it, will, I make 
not the leaft doubt, be the means of having it confirmed to me in the 
ftrongeft manner that the cuftoms of India will admit, and the laws 
of England require. But as there would be a very great impropriety 
in my going abroad in the Company’s fervice, with a law-fuit of this 
confequence depending between us, allow me to fuggeft to you the 
expediency of referring the matter to a General Court of Proprietors, 
with the propofal I now make. 
‘“ ‘That I {hall enjoy my jagueer for ten years, provided the Com- 
pany fhall remain fo long in poffeffion of thofe lands of which the 
jagueer is the quit-rent: and, provided I fhould live fo long, at the 
end of ten years, or at my death, if that fhould happen firft, my 
right and title to the jagueer fhall ceafe; and, on my arrival in In- 
dia, I fhall ufe my utmoft endeavours with the Nabob to fecure the 
reverfion of it to the Company, fhould my death happen early in 
this fervice. I fubmit to the confideration of the Directors and Pro- 
2 "E prietors 
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‘ prietors (but do not infift upon it) whether it cannot be continued 
** to my heirs for five years. 


« I have the honour to be, 
“ GENTLEMEN, 
< ‘Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 


“ Berkeley-fquare, j i 29 
SK 27th April 1764.” (Signed) « CLIVE. 





N° XLII. 


Copy of the Contract entered into by Harry Verelft, Efquire, Super- 
vifor of Burdwan, and the Junior Servants of that Faétory, with 
the Committee of Trade at Calcutta; whereby they engage to deliver 
to the Committee all the falt produced in that province. 


<“ Tuts INDENTURE, made the day of in the 
fifth year of the reign of, &c. and in the year of our Lord one thoufand 
feven hundred and fixty-five, between William Brightwell Sumner, Harry 
Verclfit, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray of Calcutta in the kingdom of 
Bengal, in the Eaft Indies, Efquires, being a Committee duly autho- 
rized, conftituted, and appointed by the Proprietors intitled to the 
exclufive joint trade of falt in the faid kingdom of Bengal, for the ma- 
naging and carrying on the faid exclufive joint trade, of the one part, 
and the {aid Harry Verelf? and James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin and ‘james 
Afhburner of Calcutta aforefaid, gentlemen, oz the other part. WHEREAS 
in and by a certain deed, or inftrument in writing, bearing date the 
18th Day of September 1765, and made, or mentioned to be made, 
between the faid proprietors to the faid exclufive trade on the one 
part, and the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph 
Leycefter, and George Gray on the other part, they, the faid proprie- 
tors, did give and grant unto them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, 
Harry Verelft,, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, and their fucceffors, 
full power and lawful authority to bind themfelves jointly with them, 
the faid proprietors, and their fiucceffors, their heirs, executors, and 
adminiftrators, for the doing, making, executing, and performing of 
any contract, or agreement in writing, refpecting the conducting and 
managing the faid exclufive joint trade and merchandize. AND WHEREAS 
they 
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they the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James 
Afhburner, upon their application and requeft, have obtained liberty 
and licence from the faid Committee to work the callaries (or falt-pans) 
in the province of Burdwan, in the kingdom of Bengal aforefaid, and 
to make falt there for their own benefits and concerns, but fubjeét to 
fuch duties and taxes as the Prefident and Council of Fort-William, or 
the Committee of Lands by them appointed, fhall from time to time 
think fit to impofe. Now THis INDENTURE WiITNEssETH, that for and 
in confideration of the covenants and agreements herein after referved 
and contained, and which by the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their executors and adminiftrators, 
on their parts and behalves, are, or ought to be done, performed, ful- 
filled, and kept, they the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry 
Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, conftituting a committee 
as aforefaid, in virtue of all and every the powers and authorities to 
them delegated, and enabling them on that behalf, and divers other 
good caufes and valuable confiderations thereunto moving, they the faid 
Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, 
do hereby, for themfelves, their heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, co- 
venant, promife, and agree to and with the faid Committee, that they 
the faid Harry Verelit, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afh- 
burner, fhall ufe their utmoft endeavours, care, diligence, and expe- 
dition in managing, conducting, and carrying on the faid trade, or 
bufinefs of making {íalt in the province aforefaid: and that they the faid 
Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, 
their heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, fhall deliver, or caufe to be 
delivered, all the falt by them the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, 
Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, made, or that fhall hereafter, to 
the 31ft of Auguft 1766, be made in the province of Burdwan afore- 
faid, to be delivered into the golahs at Saffuttea and Sampore, villages 
in the purgunnah of Mundleghatt, to the faid Committee, and their 
fucceffors, or their agent or agents duly authorized and appointed by 
them to receive the fame, from time to time during the courfe of the 
feafon, whofe receipt fhall be a fufficient indemnification to the faid 
Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, 
their executors and adminiftrators, for fo much falt as fhall be fo deli- 
vered as aforefaid: or if afterwards the faid committee fhall fo think 
proper, the fame fhall be by them the faid Harry Verelft, James Law- 
rell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, or their heirs, executors, 
or adminiftrators, tranfported to the markets of Omtah and Guttaul, 
there to be delivered to fuch perfon or perfons as fhall be appointed to 

receive 
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receive the fame; they, the faid Committee, allowing and paying unto 
the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Gocdwin, ancl James Afh- 
burner, and their executors or adminiftrators, the reafonable charges 
which fhall attend the tranfporting the fame, according toa juft cíti- 
mate to be made thereof, together with an equitable allowance for rifk : 
and that all the faid falt fhall be delivered into the faid golahs, at Saí- 
futtea and Sampore, or be tranfported to the faid markets of Omtalt 
and Guttaul, as aforefaid, on or before the 31ft day of Auguft 1766. 
And that they the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, 
and James Afhburner, their executors or adminiftrators, fhall and will 
well and truly bear, pay, and fuftain all and all manner of duties and 
taxes that have been and now are accuftomed to be paid for or on ac- 
count of the United Eaft India Company, and all charges, damages, 
expences, demands, and impofitions whatfoever that fhall hereafter 
happen, arife, or accrue for, or by means or reafon of the making, 
delivering, and tranfporting the faid falt in manner and form afore- 
faid (fave and except fuch reafonable charges as fhall arife or accrue by 
reafon of tranfporting the faid falt to the markets aforcfaid, which the 
faid Committee are to bear, pay, and fuftain) or on them the faid Wil- 
liam Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George 
Gray, or any other perfon or perfons in reípećt thereof; and alfo fave 
and except fuch frefh taxes and duties which fliall hereafter be taxed, 
or laid upon the faid callaries, more than what are now accuftomed to 
be paid to, for, or on account of the faid United Eaft India Company 
aforefaid, which the faid Committee are from time to time to pay and 
difcharge unto them the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their executors and adminiftrators. 
And that they the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, 
and James Afhburner, their executors and adminiftrators, fhall not nor 
will, at any time during the faid term, fell, fend, or difpofe of any 
quantity of falt whatloever to be made at the callaries aforefaid, to any 
perfon or perfons whatfoever; but fhall and will deliver all fuch falt 
produced or to be produced from the callaries in the {faid province of 
Burdwan, or tranfport the fame, if required as aforefaid, as clear, pure, 
and in as good order and condition as collected from the falt pans, at the 
eftablifhed weight, for the whole, or rate of eighty-two ficca weight per 
feer, and forty fuch feers per maund, with the cuitomary and utual al- 
lowances on weighing of falt at the faid callaries, to fuch perfon or per- 
fons, and at fuch places as are herein before-mentioned. And the faid 
William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George 
Gray, conftituting, &c. do hereby for themielves, and for them the faid 
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proprietors intitled to the faid exclufive joint trade, and their fuc- 
ceffors, jointly covenant, promife, and agree to and with the faid Harry 
Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their 
heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, that they the faid William Bright- 
well Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, and 
the faid proprietors and their fucceffors, fhall pay or caufe to be paid 
unto them the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, 
and James Afhburner, their heirs, executors, or adminiftrators, for 
every one hundred maunds of falt, fo to be delivered into the golahs 
at Saffuttca and Sampore, or to be tranfported in manner and form afore- 
faid, the fum of /feventy-five ficca rupees, of good and lawful moncy, 
to be accounted and calculated at and after the rate of fixteen per cent. 
batta, in fuch manner and form, at fuch times, and in fuch propor- 
tions as herein after-mentioned ; that is to fay, the fum of fix fixteentl 
parts of the money to be advanced unto them the faid Harry Vercltt, 
James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, for the quan- 
tity of [alt to be delivered according to the true intent and meaning 
hereof, the fame to be payable and paid in and before the expiration 
of the month of September now next enfuing the date hereof: and the 
further fum of fix fixteenth parts thereof to be payable, and paid in and 
before the month of November following, and the remaining further 
fum of four fixteenth parts thereof, they the faid Harry Verelit, James 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, do hereby agree to 
take and accept of a bond from the faid Committee for the fame, bear- 
ing date the 31ft day of January 1766, and to be payable, and paid at 
the end or expiration of fix calendar months from the date thereof, 
with intereft at and after the rate of ten per cent. per annum; PrRo- 
VIDED neverthelefs, and it is hereby further agreed, by and between 
all the faid parties to thefe prefents, and the true intent and meaning 
of them and of thefe prefents are, that in cafe the faid Harry Verelft, 
James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their hcirs, 
executors, or adminiftrators, fhould not deliver, or caufe to he deli- 
vered into the faid golahs at Saffuttea and Sampore, or tranfport, or 
caufe to be tranfported to the faid markets of Omtah and Guttaul, in 
manner and form aforefaid, a quantity of falt equal in value to the fe- 
veral fums or ftated payments fo to be advanced them as aforefaid, that 
then and in that cafe, the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawreil, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Afhburner, do hercby for themfelves, their hcirs, 
executors, and adminiftrators, covenant, promife, and agrec to and 
with the faid Committee and their fuccefliors, that they die faid Harry 


Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their 
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AP PENODI X. 155 


heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, fhall and will repay, or caufe to 
be repaid unto them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, 
Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, or their fucceffors, all fuch over- 
plus fum or fums of money as fhall appear to remain due upon balance 
of the faid advances, or ftated payments fo to be made as aforefaid, to- 
gether with intereft for the fame, at and after the rate of ten per cent. 
per annum, from the time the faid moncy fhall be fo advanced them as 
aforefaid. And that they the faid Committee and their fucceffors, and 
the faid proprietors and their fucceffors, fhall and will, during the term 
aforefaid, protect them the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their heirs, executors, and admini- 
{trators in the premifes, and properly and juftly procure fit redrefs for 
all fuch grievances and complaints by them or any of them to be made 
to the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, 
and George Gray, conftituting a committee as aforefaid, through the 
channel of their fecretary for the time being, as the nature of the cafe 
fhall or may require. And in cafe of any frefh duty, or tax, to be by 
the authority of the Prefident and Council of Fort-William aforefaid, 
taxed, charged, or impofed upon the faid herein before-mentioned cal- 
laries, during the faid term, and which are not now charged upon the 
fame, they the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph 
Leycefter, and George Gray, and the faid proprietors and their fuc- 
ceflors, their executors and adminiftrators, fhall bear, pay, and fuftain 
fuch frefh duty and tax out of their own joint ftock; and the faid Harry 
Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner do here- 
by for themfelves, their heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, covenant, 
promife, and agree to and with the faid Committee and their fucceffors, 
that they the faid Harry Verelit, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and 
James Afhburner, fhall and will keep, or caufe to be kept, true and 
faithful accounts of all debts and monies which fhall from time to time 
grow due, or become owing to them from the Molunguees employed in 
making of falt in the faid callaries ; and for the more full and clear evi- 
dencing and difcovering thereof, fhall and will deliver unto the faid 
Committee, at the end of the faid term of one year, true copies of all 
fuch accounts as aforefaicd, and that in confideration of the money to 
be advanced by the faid Committee to the faid Harry Verelft, James 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner their executors or ad- 
miniftrators, they the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Heny Good- 
win, and James Afhburner, fhall run the fole rifk of all loffes, bad 
debts, and balances that fhall become due, and owing unto them, on 
account thereof; and in order to preferve a proper authority to the faid 
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Committee over the Molunguecs employed in making of falt in the pro- 
vince aforefaid, they the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Afhburner, fhall and do hereby relinguifh and 
releafe all their claim, demands, right, title, intereft, and property to 
all fuch bad debts and balances as fhall become due to them from the 
faid Molunguees, at any time or times, from the day of the date hereof 
until the end or expiration of the faid term, which will be on the grft 
day of Auguft 1766. And that in cafe any tax or duty fhall hereafter, 
by the Prefident and Council aforefaid, be taken off, leflened, or abo- 
lifhed, or otherwife the faid callaries being exempted from the burthen 
thereof, that the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, 
and James Afhburner, their executors and adminiftrators, fhall and will, 
from time to time, make fuch proportionable allowance, or credit the 
faid Committee and their fucceffors, in account, for fo much money as 
fhall be fo abated on account of any fuch taxes and duties as aforefaid. 
And that in cafe of any difpute, variance, ftrife, doubt, or queftion 
arifing between them, the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their executors or adminiftrators, and 
any other perfon or perfons, relative to the conducting, or carrying ou, 
or in any-wife concerning their faid bufinefS and concern, during the 
faid term, at or after the end or expiration thereof, or touching any 
covenant, grant, claufe, word, matter, or thing herein contained, or 
the intent and meaning tliereof, they the faid Harry Verelft, James 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, for themfelves, their 
executors, and adminiftrators, do covenant and agree to and with the 
faid Committee and their fucceffors for the time being, that they the 
faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afh- 
burner, their executors and adminiftrators, in fuch cafe fhall from time 
to time, during the faid term, apply themfelves to, and lodge fuch their 
complaint with the fecretary of the faid Committee for the time being, 
in order to lay the fame before the faid Committee, or before the col- 
lector of the revenues of the Honourable the United Eaft India Company 
aforefaid, as the cafe fhall or may require, within one month next after 
any fuch doubt, queftion, or controverfy fliall arife ; that the faid Com- 
mittee or fuch collector for the time being fhall procure the fame to be 
difcuffed and determined within one month from the day fuch com- 
plaint fhall be fo lodged as aforefaid; and whatfoever end, order, or 
determinaticn the faid Committee, or fuch collector as aforefaid, fhall 
within the time in that behalf aforefaid make, or procure to be made, 
between the faid Harry Vercl{t, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and 
James Afhburner, thcir executors or admuniftrators, and {fuch other 
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party of, for, and about the premifes, or any part thereof, they the 
faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afh- 
burner, do hereby for themfelves, their executors and adminiftrators, 
covenant, promife, and agree to and with the faid Committee and their 
fucceflors, and {uch other party, to ftand to, abide by, perform, and 
keep the fame, without any further fuit or trouble whatfoever. And 
it is alfo hereby further covenanted and agreed by and between all the 
faid parties to thefe prefents, that in cafe any difpute, doubt, ftrife, or 
variance fhould hereafter happen or arife between them, the faid Harry 
Verelit, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their 
executors and adminiftrators, and the faid Committee or their fucceffors, 
or the faid proprietors and their fucceffors, or any of them, of, for, or 
concerning thefe prefents, or any covenant, grant, claufe, matter, or 
thing herein contained, or the execution thereof, or any otherwife con- 
cerning the faid trade or bufinefs of making falt as aforefaid, that then 
and in that cafe, the faid Committee and their fucceflors, or the faid 
proprietors or their fucceffors, and they the faid Harry Verelft, James 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, their executors or ad- 
miniftrators, fhall, within two months after any fuch difpute, doubt, 
ftrife, or controver({y fhall {o arife as aforefaid, appoint two indifferent 
perfons as arbitrators, who are to decide and adjuft the fame within 
the {pace of one month next after their appointment as aforefaid ; and 
in cafe the faid two arbitrators cannot fettle and determine fuch difpute, 
then they the faid arbitrators fhall appoint one other indifferent perfon 
as umpire, who fhall fettle, decide, determine, and adjuft the fame 
within the fpace of one month from his faid appointment as aforefaid. 
And whatfoever order, fentence, or decree the faid two arbitrators, or 
the faid umpire fo to be appointed as aforefaid, fhall within the limited 
time aforefaid make in or about the premilés, or any part thereof, all 
they the faid parties to thefe prefents do hereby, for themfelves and their 
fucceffors, their heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, and each and 
every of them, covenant, promife, and agree to ftand to, abide by, 
perform, fulfill, and keep the fame accordingly, without any other or 
further fuit or trouble whatfoever. AND, LASTLY, they the faid Harry 
Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, do 
hereby bind and oblige themfelves, their heirs, exccutors, and admi- 
niftrators jointly to the faid Committee and their fucceffors for the time 
being, in the penal fum of eighty thoufand rupees, for the true and faith- 
ful performing, fulfilling, obferving, and keeping all and every the 
covenants, grants, articles, and agreements herein before contained, and 
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which by them are or ought to be performed, fulfilled, obferved, and 
kept as aforcfaid.”’ 


In Witnefs, &c.” 


N° XLIII. 


Cory of a Deed of Affignment, or Sale, whereby the Right Honcur- 
able Robert Lord Clive fells to fundry Gentlemen of the Council at 
Calcutta, his Five Shares in the public Monopoly of Salt, &c. and 
alfo his Share in a private Society, in Partnerfhip with William 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, and Francis Sykes, Eiguires, for 
Thirty-two thoufand Pounds Sterling. 


“ KNOW ALL MEN by thefe prefents, Tuar wHEREAS I Robert Lord 
Clive, Baron Clive of Plafley, in the kingdom of Ireland, Knight Com- 
panion of the Moft Noble Order of the Bath, and Prefident and Governor 
of Fort-William in Bengal, in the Eaft Indies, am truly and juftly in- 
terefted in and entitled unto five fhares, or proportions, in the joint 
{tock in the trade of falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, produced or to be 
produced within the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, in the Eaft 
Indies aforefaid, and to all fuch profits, proceeds, and advantages as 
{hall arife or accrue from the fame; anp alfo juftly entitled to one quar- 
ter-part, or fhare, of an adventure of falt in company with William 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, and Francis Sykes, of Calcutta 
aforefaid, Efquires, amounting, as per contract purchafes, to 4.97,001 
maunds of Calcutta, little more or lefs, now under the management and 
direction of the faid Harry Verelft; and likewife to one third part, or 
fhare, of an adventure of 40,000 maunds of falt, in company with Ge- 
neral John Carnac and the faid Harry Verelft, bought of Mefirs. James 
Afhburner and William Majendie, to be delivered at Now 
THESE PRESENTS WETNESS, that I the faid Robert Lord Clive, for and 
in confideration of the fum of thirty-two thoufand pounds of lawful money 
of Great Britain, to me in hand paid by the feveral perfons, and in the 
feveral fums, fhares, or proportions hereafter mentioned, that is to fay, 
by the faid Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, and Alexander Campbell, of 
Calcutta aforefaid, Efquires, the fum of 80001. each, and by Claud 
Ruffell and Thomas Kelfall, of the fame place, Efguires, the fum of 
40001. each, the receipt of which faid feveral fums I do hereby ac- 
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knowledge, have affigned, transferred, and made over, and by thefe 
prefents do aflign, transfer, and make over unto the faid Harry Verelft, 
Francis Sykes, Alexander Campbell, Claud Ruffell, and Thomas Kel- 
fall, their executors, adminiftrators, and affigns, all and every the pro- 
fits, proceeds, or advantages arifing, or which fhall or may arife or 
accrue on my aforefaid five fhares or parts of the faid joint ftock in 
trade of falt, beetle-nut and tobacco, produced or to be produced in 
the provinces aforefaid, for the term of two years, commencing from 
the day of lait paft. And alfo all the profits, proceeds, 
and advantages arifing, or which fhall or may arife or accrue on that 
faid one quarter-part or fhare in the faid adventure of 497,001 Calcutta 
maunds of falt, in company with the faid William Brightwell Sumner, 
Harry Verelft, and Francis Sykes; and likewife all the profits, proceeds, 
and advantages arifing, or to arife on my faid one third-part or fhare in 
the faid adventure of 40,000 maunds of falt, in company with the faid 
John Carnac and Harry Verelft as aforefaid, and all and every part 
thereof; and alfo all the benefits, proceeds, and advantages arifing 
therefrom, and which now are, or at any time or times hereafter fhall 
become due-or payable for the fame, and all my eftate, right, title, 
intereft, claim, and demand whatfoever, of, in, or to the fame, or any 
part thereof, TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the faid profits, proceeds, and 
advantages arifing, or which fhall or may arife on my faid five fhares 
or proportions of the faid joint ftock in trade of falt, beetle-nut and 
tobacco, produced or to be produced in the faid provinces, during the 
term of two years as aforefaid, unto the faid Harry Verelft, Francis 
Sykes, Alexander Campbell, Claud Ruffell, and Thomas Kelfall, their 
executors, admiuniftrators, and affigns, to their own proper ufe and be 
hoof for ever. AnD ALSO to have and to hold all and every the profits, 
proceeds, or advantages arifing on my faid one quarter-part, or fhare, 
in the adventure of 497,001 maunds of falt, in company with William 
Brigntwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, and Francis Sykes, as aforefaid ; 
and likewife all and every the profits, proceeds, and advantages arifing 
on my faid one third part, or fhare, in an adventure of 40,000 maunds 
of falt, in company with the faid John Carnac and Harry Verelft, 
bought of James Afhburner and William Majendic, as aforefaid: and 
all and every part and parcel thereof, unto the faid Harry Vereltt, 
Francis Sykes, Alexander Campbell, Claud Ruffell, and Thomas Kel- 
fall, their executors, adminiftrators, and affigns, to their own proper 
uie and behoof for ever. And I the faid Robert Lord Clive, for my 
executors and adminiftrators, do hereby covenant, grant, and agree 
to and with the faid Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, Alexander Campbell, 
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Claud Ruffell, and Thomas Kelfall, their executors, adminiftratcrs, and 
affigns, that they the {faid Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, Archibald 
Campbell, Claud Ruifel!, and Thomas Kelfall, their executors, admi- 
niftrators, and affions, fhall and may, from time to time, and at all 
times hereafter, lawfully, peaceably, and quietly have, hold, receive, 
take, and enjoy, to their own proper ufe and behoof, all the faid pro- 
fits, proceeds, and advantages arifing on my taid five fhares in the joint 
ftock in trade of falt, beetle-nmut and tobacco, produced or to be pro- 
duced in the {aid provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orifla, for the term 
of two years as aforefaid. And alfo all the faid profits, proceeds, 
and advantages arifing on my faid one quarter-part, or flare, in the i 
faid adventure of 497,001 maunds of falt, in company with William 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, and Francis Sykes, as aforefaid. 
And likewile the profits, proceeds, and advantages aiifing on my faid 
one thircd-part, or fhare, in the {faid adventure of 40,000 maunds of 
falt, in company with General John Carnac and Harry Verelft, Efquires, 
as aforefaid, and of all and every part and parcel thereof, without any 
lawful let, fuit, trouble, moleftation, or interruption of or by me the 
faid Robert Lord Clive, my executors or adminiftrators, or any other 
perfon or perfons whattoever, lawfully claiming or to claim, by, from, 
or under me, them, or any of them, or by any or either of our aéts, 
means, or procurements. AND the faid Robert Lord Clive DOTH 
hereby, for himfelf, his executors and adminiftrators, covenant, pro- 
mife, and agree to and with the faid Harry Verelft, &c. their execu- 
tors, adminiítrators, and afligns, that in cafe any order or direétion 
fhould be iffued by the Honourable Direétors of the Eaft India Com- 
pany in England, by which the faid joint trade of falt, beetle-nut and 
tobacco fhall be ftopped, or any hindrance or interruption made to the 
carrying on of the fame, then and in that cafe, the thid Robert Lerd 
Clive is to allow and pay to the faid Harry Verelft, &c. their attornies, 
executors, adminiftrators, or afligns, fuch reafonable allowance or pro- 
fits on the above-afligned parts, fhares, and proportions, as fhall be 
fettled by them the faid Robert Lord Clive and Harry Verelft, &c. or 
by arbitrators to be by them appointed for that purpofe. Awnp the faid 
Harry Verelit, &c. for themfelves, their executors, adminiftrators, and 
affigns, do hereby covenant, promife, and agree to be anf{werable 
and accountable to the faid Robert Lord Clive, his executors or 
adminiftrators, for all fuch advances, principal fum or fums of money, 
that he hath made, or fhall hereafter make, on account of his faid five 
fhares in the faid joint {tock in trade of falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco 
aforefaid, or of, for, or on account of his faid one quarter-part, or 
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fhare, in the faid adventure of 497,001 maunds of falt, in company 
with William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, and Francis Sykes, or 
on account of his one third-part, or fhare, in the adventure of 40,000 
maunds of falt, in company with General John Carnac and Harry Ve- 
relit, Efquire, as aforefaid, the profits of the faid feveral parts, or 
fhares, being only hereby intended to be affigned and made over.” 


In witnefs, &c.”’ 





N° XLIV. 


Cory of an Indenture, or Deed of Indemnity ; whereby the Right 
Honourable Robert Lord Clive and the Gentlemen of the Com- 
mittees and Council at Calcutta engage NoT to obey the Orders of 
the Court of Eaft India Diredors, refpecting the Sart MONOPOLY: 
and to ffand by, and indemnify each other for fuch DIsoBE- 
DIENCEs 


‘ THis INDENTURE, made the day of Oétober, in the fifth 
year of the reign of, &c. and in the year of our Lord 1765, between 
the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, Baron of Plaffey in the king- 
dom of Ireland, Knight Companion of the Moft Noble Order of the 
Bath, and Prefident and Governor of Fort William at Bengal, in the 
Eaft Indies, William Brightwell Sumner, Brigadier General ohn Carnac, 
Charles Stafford Playdell, Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, 
Randolph Marriott, Hugh Watts, Afcanius William Senior, Samuel Mia- 
dleton, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, being the Council of Fort 
William aforefaid, Efquires, for and on behalf of the Court of Directors 
of the Honourable the United Eaft India Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the Eaft Indies, on the one part, and the faid Wil- 
liam Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefier, and George 
Gray, being a committee nominated, conftituted, and appointed by 
the proprietors entitled to the exclufive joint trade of falt, beetle-nut 
and tobacco, produced and to be produced in the provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar and Orifla, for the better conducting, managing and carrying 
on the faid trade, oz the other part. WHEREAS in and by a certain deed. 
or inftrument in writing, bearing date the 18th day of September 1765, 
and 
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and made or mentioned to be made BETWEEN the faid proprietors to 
the faid joint trade on the one part, and the above-named illian 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefier and George Gray on 
the other part, IT IS WITNESSED, amongft other things, that in order 
for the better carrying on and managing the faid joint trade in a beze- 
ficial manner, and moft for the benefit and advantage of the faid proprie- 
tors, it was and is agreed by and between the parties in the faid deed 
mentioned, that the faid exclufive joint trade and merchandize fhould, 
from and after the 18h day of September 1765, be conducted, managed, 
tranfacted and carried on by them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, 
Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, conftituting a com- 
mittee for the management thereof, but with the proper monies, and 
and at the joint rifk and hazard, and for the joint account, ufe, and 
benefit of all the faid proprietors, their feveral and refpective executors 
and adminiftrators, in the feveral proportions therein fet forth. And 
it was and is alfo further agreed, by and between the faid parties, that 
the form and fignature under which the faid exclufive joint trade and 
merchandize fhould be conduéted and carried on, fhould be the fign 
manual of them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, 
Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, and their fucceflors for the time 
being, conftituting a committee as aforefaid, together with the feal of 
the fociety of trade, with full power and authority to the faid William 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, 
and their fucceflors, to ufe the fame, from the faid 18th day of Septem- 
ber 1765, until the faid exclufive joint trade and merchandize fhould 
ceafe and be no longer carried on for the ufe of the faid proprietors, as 
in and by the faid deed, reference being thereunto had, will more fully 
and at large appear. Now THIS INDENTURE WITNESSETH, That 
in confideration of the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, 
Ralph Leycefter and George Gray taking upon themfelves the fole ma- 
nagement and conduction of the faid joint trade, on behalf of the {faid 
proprietors, and having laid out and expended large fums of money to 
carry on the fame, and in order to enforce the execution of all and every 
the covenants, claufes, grants, articles and agreements in the before recited 
deed mentioned and contained, as the fame are therein refpectively ex- . 
preffled ; and alfo, in confideration of the duties or cuftoms that fhall 
or may arife or accrue by reafon of the carrying on the faid exclufive 
joint trade of falt, beetle-nut and tobacco, according to the true intent 
and meaning of the faid herein before recited deed, to be paid to them 
the faid Robert Lord Clive, William Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, 
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Charles Staford Playdell, Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, 
Randolph Marriott, Hugh Watts, Afcanius William Senior, Samuel 
Middleton, Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, as Prefident and Coun- 
cil of Fort William aforefaid, for and on account of the faid Honourable 
the United Eaft India Company, by them the faid William Brightwell 
Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, and their 
fuccefflors, conftituting a committee as aforefaid, for and on account 
of the proprietors entitled to the faid exclufive joint trade and mer- 
chandize in the proportions hereafter mentioned ; that is to fay, 35 per 
cent. on falt, each 100o maunds to be valued and reckoned at ga ru- 
pees; the fum of ro per cent. upon beetle-nut, to be valued and rec- 
koned at prime coft; and the fum of 25 per cent. on tobacco, to be 
valued and reckoned at the prime coft; and alfo, that the faid joint 
trade and merchandize may not ceafe or be diffolved before the expiration of 
the term in the faid recited deed mentioned, or any hindrance or ftoppage be 
put to the fame, the faid Robert Lord Clive, as Prefident, and the faid 
William Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, Charles Stafford Playdell, 
Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, Randolph Marriott, Hugh 
Watts, Afcanius William Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph Leycefter 
and George Gray, as Council of Fort William aforefaid, for or on be- 
half of the faid Court of Direétors of the Honourable the United Eaft 
India Company aforefaid, do hereby, for themfelves and their fuccef- 
fors, their executors and adminiftrators, covenant, promife and agree, 
to and with the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph 
Leycefter and George Gray, and their fucceflors, their heirs, executors, 
and adminiftrators, that provided any order or direction fhould iffue, or be 
made by the faid Court of Diredtors in England, thereby ordering and di- 
redting the faid exclufive joint trade and merchandize to be diffolved or put 
to an end, or that may hinder and flop the carrying on the fame or any part 
thereof, or contain any thing contrary to the covenants, claufes, grants, ar- 
ticles, or agreements in the [aid bcfore-recited deed mentioned and contain- 
ed, or any of them, fo that the fame may thereby become void and of none 
effect, then and in that cafe, they the faid Robert Lord Clive, as Prefi- 
dent, William Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, Charles Stafford Playdell, 
Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, Randolph Marriott, Hugh 
Watts, Afcanius William Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph Leycefter 
and George Gray, as Council of Fort William aforefaid, /hall and wilt 
well and truly fave harmlefs and keep indemnified them the faid William 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, 
and all the proprietors entitled or to be entitled to the faid joint trade, 
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and their fucceflors, their executors and adminiftrators ; and alfo fhall 
and will (notwithftanding any order or diredion to be iffued to the con- 
trary as aforefaid) keep up, continue and enforce, or caufe to be kept up, 
continued and enforced, the faid exclufive joint trade and merchandize, for 
the term of one year, to commence from the 18th day of September 1765, 
and expire on the 18th day of September 1766, according to the true 
intent and meaning of the faid before-recited deed, and of all the 
parties thereto, as if the faid order and direction had never been made or 
iffued. And further, that the faid Robert Lord Clive, William Bright- 
well Sumner, John Carnac, Charles Stafford Playdell, Harry Verelft, 
Francis Sykes, John Cartier, Randolph Marriott, Hugh Watts, Afca- 
nius William Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph Leycefter and George 
Gray, and their fucceflors, as Prefident and Council aforefaid, fhall 
and will allow unto them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry 
Verelft, Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, and their fucceffors, con- 
ftituting a Committee as aforefaid, full and fufficient time after the expira- 
tion of the faid term of one year as aforcfaid, to fell, vend, and difpofe of 
all fuch goods and merchandize belonging to the faid joint trade and con- 
cern, as fhall at that time remain on their hands unfold and not difpofed of, 
and alfo to collet and gather in all fuch fum or fums of money as fhall be 
any ways due or owing unto them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, 
Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, or their fucceffors, 
on account of the faid proprietors and joint trade aforefaid, and to 
fettle and adjuft all books and accounts belonging to and concerning 
the fame. And the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, 
Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, do hereby, for themfelves and the 
reft of the proprietors entitled to the faid exclufive joint trade and mer- 
chandize of falt, beetle-nut and tobacco, as aforefaid, and their fuc- 
ceflors, covenant, promife, and agree to and with the faid Robert 
Lord Clive, William Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, Charles Stafford 
Playdell, Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, Randolph Mar- 
riott, Hugh Watts, Afcanius William Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph 
Leycefter and George Gray, as Prefident and Council of Fort William 
aforefaid, and their fucceffors for the time being, that they the faid 
William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter and George 
Gray, conftituting a committee as aforefaid, and their fucceffors from 
time to time, fhall and will well and truly pay and difcharge the duties 
and cuftoms of the faid articles of falt, beetle-nut and tobacco, at and 
after the rate herein before-mentioned and exprefled of and concern- 
ing the fame, to the Right Honourable the Prefident and Council of 
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Fort William aforefaid, and their fucceffors, or to whom they fhall from 
time to time direct and appoint to receive the fame. And they the faid 
Robert Lord Clive, John Carnac, Charles Stafford Playdell, Francis 
Sykes, Randolph Marriott, Hugh Watts, Afcanius William Senior, 
Samuel Middleton, Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, do hereby bind 
and oblige themfelves, and their fucceflors, their executors and ada 
miniftrators, jointly unto them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, 
Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, on behalf of them- 
{elves and the faid proprietors, in the penal {fum of three hundred thou- 
fand pounds Sterling, for the true and faithful obferving, performing, 


fulfilling, and keeping all and every the covenants herein contained, 


and which on their parts and behalfs are or ought to be performed, 
obíerved, fulfilled, and kept as aforefaid.” 


